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Topic — QUAD at Sea Ship Observer Mission

Participants: Coast Guards of the four QUAD
nations — India, Japan, the United States, and
Australia. Initiative Name: QUAD at Sea Ship
Observer Mission. Objective: Deepen maritime
cooperation among QUAD nations. Enhance
joint maritime readiness. Significance: First-of-
its-kind observer-at-sea engagement among the
QUAD maritime agencies. Marks a practical step
forward in QUAD security cooperation. Agencies
Involved: Indian Coast Guard, Japan Coast
Guard, United States Coast Guard, Australian
Border Force. Strategic Context: Based on the
Wilmington Declaration, adopted at the QUAD
Leaders’ Summit in September 2024. Reaffirms
the QUAD's commitment to a free, inclusive, and
rules-based Indo-Pacific. Focus Areas: Enhanced
interoperability, Maritime domain awareness,
Operational coordination

Topic — WAVEX Start-up Challenge 2025

Launched by: Union Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Initiative Name: WAVEX Start-up
Challenge 2025. Objective: To develop an Al-
powered multilingual translation solution called
‘BhashaSetu’. Promote innovation in real-time
translation, transliteration, and voice
localization. Target Languages: Solution must
support at least 12 major Indian languages.
Eligibility: No minimum eligibility criteria — open
to start-ups at any stage of development.
Format: Structured as a national hackathon.

Topic — Faunal & Floral Discoveries
(Animals)

Faunal Total new additions: 683 459 new species
224 new records Top states for faunal
discoveries: Kerala: 101 (80 new species + 21
new records) Karnataka: 82 (68 new species + 14
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new records) Tamil Nadu: 63 (50 + 13) Arunachal
Pradesh: 72 (42 + 30)

Significant faunal discoveries: 2 new genera, 37
species of reptiles, 5 new amphibians Notable
species: Dravidoseps gouensis (new genus)
Anguiculus dicaprioi (named after Leonardo
DiCaprio)

Floral Discoveries (Plants) Total taxa added: 433
410 species 23 infra-specific taxa Top states for
plant discoveries: Kerala: 58 Maharashtra: 45
Uttarakhand: 40

Hotspot regions (Western Ghats & Northeast):
Contributed 35% of total plant discoveries.
Significant plant species: Orchids: Bulbophyllum
gopalianum, Coelogyne tripurensis, Gastrodia
indica, Gastrodia sikkimensis

Topic — Kombucha

Kombucha is a fermented, slightly effervescent,
sweetened tea beverage that is gaining
popularity for its potential health benefits

What Happens During Fermentation? Yeast in
SCOBY converts sugars into alcohol. Bacteria
convert alcohol into acetic acid, giving it a sour
taste. Produces B vitamins, enzymes, and
probiotics.

Origin: Ancient China (around 220 B.C.); later
spread to Japan, Russia, and Europe. Main
Ingredients: Black or green tea, Sugar, SCOBY
(Symbiotic Culture of Bacteria and Yeast)

www.rightias.com



http://www.rightias.com/
http://www.rightias.com/

Topic — Japan's Successful Launch of Climate
Change Monitoring Satellite

Date and Location: On June 29, 2025, Japan
launched a climate change monitoring satellite
from the Tanegashima Space Centre. Payload:
GOSAT-GW satellite (Global Observing Satellite
for Greenhouse Gases and Water Cycle)
Significance: This event marked a significant
achievement in space exploration and climate
change mitigation. Outcome: The satellite was
successfully released into orbit 16 minutes after
liftoff. The H-2A Rocket: A Legacy of Success
History: The H-2A rocket has been operational
since 2001 with a near-perfect success record.
Final Flight: This launch marked its 50th and final
flight

About GOSAT-GW Satellite Mission objective:
Monitor greenhouse gases (e.g., carbon dioxide,
methane) Track water cycle parameters like sea
surface temperature and precipitation Series:
Third in the GOSAT series Data sharing: High-
resolution climate data to be shared globally,
including with the U.S. NOAA Operational
timeline: Expected to begin data distribution
within one year

Transition to New Rockets Successor: H3 Rocket
Larger payload capacity 50% lower cost than H-
2A Developed with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 4
consecutive successful launches after initial
failure in 2023 Epsilon Rocket: Smaller-sized
launcher. Developed with IHI Aerospace

Topic — Cathodoluminescence

Cathodoluminescence: Inverse effect (X): Occurs
when electrons (usually from an electron beam)
strike a material, causing it to emit light
(photons). Input: Electrons Output: Photons

(light)

Inverse effect (X):
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Occurs when photons (light) strike a material,
causing it to emit electrons. This is the
photoelectric effect.

Topic — India’s Foreign Policy at a Crossroads |

YR & dGT A1d U Jhe & Ale IR

India’s foreign policy is under pressure due to
growing global tensions and shifting alliances.

YRA & d&X AAId Ga1d T g, TATHR 9aad d b
THIHRUT 3R TEFY & HRUT|

Donald Trump’s second term and claims of
brokering India-Pakistan ceasefire have created
diplomatic strain. S U &I QIR HIDTA
3R YRd-UTds TUYaRTH | 3% YHHT BT &l
HeAlIdD d-1d BT HRUISHI T |

China-Pakistan military nexus is deepening, with
shared weaponry and systems integration. AH-
Ulch i+ 9y ‘Iovl\ls 3R BUYUR P m
YRA & WM & AU TR TN 5

West Asia & Global Shifts |

THUERMT 3R 9 & WRAd India’s neutral stance
in the Israel-Iran conflict is proving ineffective.
SORTZE-5X T H YR & dei Hid 3@ U o
IHTAT g ?%of ©l Use of GBU-57 bunker buster
bombs by the U.S. has intensified the conflict,
raising the nuclear threat. GBU-57 §hY X dH
BT ITINT TRHT TR DI FIdT 81 India’s tilt
towards Israel and weak engagement with Iran
are causing strategic imbalance. YSIRISd & 3R
YR HT FHIF 3R A & T Fqd JaY
R HAFAAT UQI PG © |

Required Strategic Shifts | STdRIDH JOHIdD

daclld India needs to abandon strict neutrality
and recalibrate its regional and global

alignments. HRT &I TRl BISHT, 3(TAT &
g 3R T P g T YR BT BT Urgent

need to assess China-Pakistan military ties,
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especially joint systems like JF-17, J-10C fighters.
d 016 8T TGN F TS B GHST
SHIdRYD § | Should conduct internal audit of war
preparedness: ammunition, cyber capabilities, Al
warfare. Ig TR & TR HIET S § -
Tl TG, TT3ER TR&T, TS &Sl 95|

China’s Strategic Messaging | M & JFEdD
T China’s white paper on “National Security in
the New Era” stresses technological and supply
chain security. Warns that border tensions and
regional instability are key threats to China’s
interests. SHH J¢eTd § P AIHTAd ST A
D AU YHT YR 7 |

Conclusion India faces nuclear-armed hostile
neighbours with China and Pakistan acting in
tandem.

YR P! WA YR F o9 &l T & Bl
T § — I 3R UK | Hard power is
dominating global diplomacy, pushing India to
rethink its foreign policy doctrines. ‘B1S UTdR’ ]
SIAETell d & dhe-id H §¢ 381 8, T8 HRd Dl
3O IE Hid TR UATIR HAT A G|

Topic — What WHO Is Doing to Ensure Drug
Safety

Rapid Alert System | «dXd a1t YuTell WHO
issues alerts to all member countries after
detecting dangerous or harmful drugs. However,
this is a reactive system — it activates after harm
is done. SIUTH] WD GdI3{l B BRI
A R GH Y& SR 1 Tl Hold 1 § | I8
YUTTelt ge1e{l & §Te Iohd BId1 8, 9 6 Ugd

Global Benchmarking Tool (GBT) | d & dHID T
cdl Evaluates national drug regulatory systems
from Level 1 (weakest) to Level 4 (most mature).
As of 2023, 70% of member countries were at

Level 1 or 2, showing limited capacity. Jg cd qX[
& SNTY TR & DI TR 194 TP AT
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2023 H 70% ¥ TR 1 1 2 R Y, S HHOIR
TR 1 SR 5|

Essential Medicines List | 3TaRIH Ga13fl & Tt
A WHO-approved list of safe and essential
medications for public health needs. Helps
governments prioritise limited resources. Il
il AT Ul SR AT SHH AT g Faball
ol Ug It grdoHe WG & AU AHdRYDh
TRefd a3l & UgEr H Haq Bl g

Prequalification Program | Ud gHTofiHRor
DIYchH WHO inspects and approves specific
drugs, ingredients, and labs. Helps countries
safely procure pharmaceuticals. W\’rﬁ
IRIS aTell, Iopd WacH SR TARTRIeSi &1
TRI&0T 3R AAIHT Bl §l T8 INPR Bl
TRE(T GATT WG T TGS HRal g

Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) | A U ¢
byl HIHD Ensures consistent quality in drug
production. Most countries allow imports only
from GMP certified sources. dg UHIUId Xl &
& odlU UGl HHh & AR JHd Eé Bl
YD G GMP YHIUI IIG BT g1 ST
dXd 8l 6. WHO Certification Scheme (CoPP) |
S&UI3N U ¢ THUM GISHT (CoPP) Certificate
issued by the exporting country proving the drug
is approved and safe. Acts like a passport for
medicines. amaﬁwmwmﬂwuﬁ
U B § S S § F ol WeEd SR
3[FHIGA §| I8 3N &1 UryuIc T S 8|

Topic — Geographical Indication & the Prada
Controversy

Recent Controversy On June 25, 2025, Italian
luxury brand Prada unveiled footwear
resembling Kolhapuri chappals during its
menswear show in Milan. It triggered
accusations of cultural misappropriation — using
India’s Gl tagged heritage  without
acknowledgment. 25 S 2025 aﬁ, 2CIY =S
UTST A T %R [ H DlegiRt 90d I IRd

www.rightias.com



http://www.rightias.com/

Sd UGRId HU| 39 TR JIhdd Y (Cultural
Misappropriation) & 3R T

What is a Geographical Indication (GI)? |
WWWE{?AGI is a type of
intellectual property that identifies goods as
originating from a specific place and having
unique qualities linked to that origin. Gl Udh
i JUQT SUPR &, S B! IAUIG P aT
Yiiad Idd SR a=Ivdl &I Gl Gl
Examples from India include: Chanderi sarees
(MP), Madhubani painting (Bihar), Pashmina
(J&K), Darjeeling Tea (WB) 3algRUr: WF@,
TYSH U, URHAI, DEIURE INE G,
QoI T g

Importance of Gls | \_Sﬂ\’rﬂg d[ Hgd Promotes
rural development, exports, consumer trust, and
cultural heritage Enhances livelihoods of local
producers and artisans ~THYor dold, [qd1d,
JUHT o 9 o 3R IRGAD RIAd D! IGId]
&A1 § VMG SUTGH 3R PRIR B 31 TgH
HHqq PXdl &

What is a Geographical Indication (GI)? |
WWWE?AGI is a type of
intellectual property that identifies goods as
originating from a specific place and having

unique qualities linked to that origin. Gl Udh
G UG JYBR §, S Bl 3G b T
iiad Sdd SR a=Ivdal &I Gxdl Bl
Examples from India include: Chanderi sarees
(MP), Madhubani painting (Bihar), Pashmina
(J&K), Darjeeling Tea (WB) 3GlIgRUI: aaﬁm?ﬁ,
TYSHl TS, URHA, DEIRE INE 9%,
HSEUEIR)

5. Infringement & Limitations Gl rights are
territorial: protection applies only within the
country of registration No automatic global
protection exists Gl HYDHR REIL] Eﬁ?‘f e —4
Had Tollehd X T AR BId § d & TR IR Wa:
MRET U H8 § 6. International Protection
Secure protection first in country of origin, then
apply in other jurisdictions Recognised through
bilateral treaties, mutual recognition, or regional
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systems U8 Hel G2 H JoiIchR U] HRATT ST
BIAT § 3 G H U IRET g 3faa DAl
TUgdl g Past Examples of Misuse | Ug & MY
@ 3qlgrUl Basmati Rice — Ricetec (USA) patent
blocked Turmeric — University of Mississippi
patent revoked Neem — EPO revoked patent

granted to USDA & W.R. Grace a’mﬂ?ﬁ, BTG 3R
9 O AT H HRA B 3R A1 TR W
EZREINEENERIES Kl

What Can Be Done? Expand the Traditional
Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) Create a
searchable Gl database for brands to verify
before using cultural designs Promote
collaborative licensing with local producers
RN Soicd a8 1 (TKDL) BT T&IR B Gl
SeTa §F1E dldh T8 Sfld HR T Y
IAGH & 1Y JIIGR] B dgIa1 §

Facts — What is Asar Pandra? SR Ugg R 5?
Asar 15 (3R W) refers to the 15th day of the
Nepali month of Asar, which typically falls on
June 29 or 30 in the Gregorian calendar. It marks
the beginning of rice planting season in the
monsoon and is celebrated as National Paddy
Day (Dhan Diwas) in Nepal.
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