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MICE Tourism stands for Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences, and Exhibitions (or Events). It is a 

specialized niche of tourism in which large groups, 

usually planned well in advance, are brought together 

for a particular purpose related to business or 

professional interests. 

Here’s what each component typically involves: 

1.​ Meetings – Organized gatherings of people for 

business, education, or networking purposes. These 

can be corporate meetings, board meetings, or 

seminars. 

2.​ Incentives – Travel rewards given by companies to 

employees or partners as a motivation or recognition 
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for good performance. These are typically 

leisure-oriented. 

3.​ Conferences – Large formal gatherings where 

individuals discuss particular topics, share research, 

or conduct training. Often includes keynote 

speakers, panels, and workshops. 

4.​ Exhibitions/Events – Trade shows, expos, or public 

events where businesses showcase products or 

services, usually aimed at networking, marketing, or 

sales. 

Why it's important: ​

 MICE tourism is a high-value segment of the travel 

industry. It brings significant revenue to host cities 

through hotel bookings, dining, transportation, and 

other services. 

 

 

 

Prelims Facts 

☐  Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of Missile 
Test Range at Nagayalanka in Andhra Pradesh worth 
around Rs 1,460 Crore. It will comprise a launch center, 
technical instrumentation facilities, Indigenous Radars, 
Telemetry and Electro-Optical systems enhancing the 
country's defence preparedness 
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Topic - Mt MAKALU 

 

 

 

 

Mount Makalu is the fifth highest mountain in the 
world, standing at 8,485 meters (27,838 feet) above 
sea level. It is part of the Mahalangur Himalayas 
and is located in the border region between Nepal 
and the Tibet Autonomous Region of China, 
approximately 19 km southeast of Mount Everest. 

Key Facts about Mount Makalu: 

●​ Name Origin: The name "Makalu" is believed to 
come from the Sanskrit word "Maha-Kala," 
meaning "Big Black," a name for the Hindu god 
Shiva. 
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●​ Shape: Makalu is known for its distinctive 
pyramid-like shape, with four sharp ridges. 

●​ First Ascent: The first successful ascent was 
made on May 15, 1955, by a French expedition 
led by Jean Franco, with climbers Lionel Terray 
and Jean Couzy among the first to reach the 
summit. 

●​ Climbing Difficulty: Makalu is considered one of 
the more challenging 8,000-meter peaks due to 
its steep pitches, knife-edged ridges, and 
technical rock and ice climbing. 

●​ Makalu-Barun National Park: The mountain lies 
within this protected area, which is rich in 
biodiversity, home to species like red pandas, 
snow leopards, and over 3,000 flowering plants. 

 

 

Topic - Brain computer interface 
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A Brain-Computer Interface (BCI) is a technology 
that creates a direct communication pathway 
between the brain and an external device, typically 
a computer or machine. BCIs are designed to read 
neural signals, process them, and translate them 
into commands that can control devices—such as 
robotic limbs, computers, or even speech 
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synthesizers—without the need for physical 
movement. 

🧠 How BCIs Work: 

1.​ Signal Acquisition: Electrical activity in the brain 
(usually measured using EEG, ECoG, or 
implanted electrodes) is captured. 

2.​ Signal Processing: The raw brain signals are 
filtered and decoded to identify patterns 
associated with specific thoughts or intentions. 

3.​ Command Execution: The decoded signals are 
translated into commands that control external 
devices or applications. 

🔍 Types of BCIs: 

●​ Invasive: Electrodes are implanted directly into 
the brain (used in clinical settings, e.g., for 
paralysis or epilepsy). 

●​ Non-invasive: Uses external sensors (like EEG 
caps) placed on the scalp—safer but less 
accurate. 

●​ Partially invasive: Electrodes are placed inside 
the skull but not directly in brain tissue. 

💡 Applications: 

●​ Medical: Restoring movement in paralyzed 
individuals, controlling prosthetics, treating 
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neurological conditions (e.g., Parkinson's, 
epilepsy). 

●​ Communication: Helping people with conditions 
like ALS to communicate via thought-controlled 
typing. 

●​ Neurogaming: Controlling games with brain 
activity. 

●​ Military/Defense: Research into enhanced soldier 
performance or remote control of drones. 

●​ Brain-to-brain communication (experimental): 
Sharing thoughts or motor commands between 
people. 

 

 

Topic ⟶ India at a Crossroads 
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☐  The Shift from Trade Routes to Global Value 
Chains ​
Unlike the past, where trade routes defined 
economic power, we are now witnessing a 
transformation in global value chains. 

☐   These chains are being reshaped by force, and 
India must adapt to this new reality. The question 
is, how can India position itself to benefit from 
these changes? 

☐  The Post-Colonial Order and Globalization ​
For the past 75 years, the post-colonial order has 
been characterized by globalization, which 
imposed multilateralism and rule-based restrictions 
for the common good. However, this framework is 
becoming obsolete.  
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☐  The rise of China as a dominant player has 
shifted the dynamics, leaving traditional 
institutions like the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and the United Nations struggling to 
maintain relevance. ​
 ​
The Rise of China ​
China's emergence as a global powerhouse has 
changed the game.  

☐  It has overtaken the United States in terms of 
manufacturing and global trade, leading to a 
re-evaluation of the global economic order.  

☐  This shift has significant implications for India, 
which must now navigate a world where China is a 
key player. ​
 ​
The Decline of Traditional Institutions ​
As the U.S. withdraws from its leadership role, the 
G-7 and G-20 are losing their grip on global 
agenda-setting.  

☐  This vacuum presents an opportunity for India to 
step up and assert its influence on the world stage. 

The New Trade Reality 

☐  The WTO framework is disintegrating, replaced 
by bilateral and often unequal trade deals. 
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☐  Tariffs and trade rules are now used as tools of 
power, not fairness. 

☐  India must act strategically to benefit from the 
restructuring of global trade—just as China 
leveraged WTO entry. 

☐   ​
 ​
The Role of the G-7 and G-20 

☐  The recent fragmentation of the G-7 and G-20 
highlights the need for new alliances and 
partnerships. India must seize this moment to forge 
relationships that can help shape a more equitable 
global order. ​
 ​
The New Global Landscape ​
 

☐  As we move forward, the balance of power is 
shifting. The U.S. and China are now evenly 
matched in terms of influence, trade, and 
technology. India must find its place in this new 
landscape, leveraging its strengths to build a 
prosperous future. ​
 ​
The Balance of Power ​
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☐  With Russia emerging as a significant player in 
Asia, the geopolitical landscape is evolving.  

☐  India has the opportunity to strengthen its ties 
with both China and Russia, creating a more 
balanced approach to international relations. ​
 ​
The Emergence of Asia ​
 

☐  Asia is on the brink of reclaiming its historical 
position as a center of global wealth and power.  

☐  India must be strategic in its efforts to collaborate 
with other Asian nations, particularly in the context 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). ​
 ​
India’s Strategic Opportunities ​
 

☐  To capitalize on these changes, India must adopt 
a strategic approach.  

☐  This includes building new alliances and 
fostering technological innovation.  

☐  The future of global trade will depend on 
technology, and India has the potential to lead in 
this area. ​
 ​
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Building New Alliances ​
 

☐  India should propose a new cooperative 
architecture with ASEAN and the African Union, 
focusing on shared prosperity.  

☐  As traditional trade agreements lose their 
relevance, India can position itself as a leader in 
creating new frameworks for collaboration. ​
 ​
The Importance of Technological Innovation ​
 

☐  Technological innovation is crucial for India to 
regain its competitive edge.  

☐  By investing in research and development, India 
can harness its vast human resources and data to 
drive growth and innovation. 

Need for Strategic Foreign Policy Shift 

☐  India’s foreign policy has historically focused 
more on tactics and diplomacy, not economic 
strategy. 

☐  Time to shift from UN-centered diplomacy to 
economic and technological diplomacy. 

☐  Encourage trade-focused diplomacy, tech 
partnerships, and global governance reform 
proposals. 
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Emphasizing Innovation and Technology 

☐  Unlike China, India once led in software but lost 
momentum. 

☐  China now leads in hardware and is catching up 
in AI and semiconductors. 

●​ India must: 

o​ Leverage its digital infrastructure (like 
Aadhaar and UPI), 

o​ Develop open-source AI models, 

o​ Drive academic-industry partnerships, and 

o​ Regain its technological edge through 
national consensus and grand challenges. 

☐   ​
 ​
Lessons from the Past ​
. 

☐   The need for national consensus on economic 
policies is paramount. Political parties must come 
together to focus on nurturing talent and skills 
development. ​
 ​
The Need for National Consensus ​
 

☐  To achieve prosperity, India must prioritize 
collaboration between political parties and states.  
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☐  This consensus will enable the country to 
harness its potential and regain its status as a 
global leader. ​
 ​
The Role of Education and Skills Development ​
 

☐  Investing in education and skills development is 
essential for India's future.  

☐  By fostering a culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship, India can create a workforce that 
is equipped to thrive in the digital age. 

Strategic Lessons from China 

●​ China's success lies in endogenous 
development—not copying the West. 

●​ India should prioritize: 

o​ Patent creation (as a better future prosperity 
indicator than GDP), 

o​ Affordable electricity (as a key enabler of 
economic growth), 

o​ Skills and employment development, 

o​ AI and cyber power leadership 

 ​
 ​
Conclusion ​
India stands at a critical juncture, much like the 
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Zamorin of old. The choices made today will shape 
the future of the nation. By embracing strategic 
thinking, fostering innovation, and building new 
alliances, India can navigate the complexities of the 
modern world and emerge as a global leader. 

Q “The 21st century belongs to Asia, but only if Asian 
powers rise together.” Discuss India’s role in shaping a 
cooperative Asian economic and geopolitical architecture 
(250 Words) 

 

Topic ⟶ Strengthening Parliamentary 
Oversight in India 

 

 

 

Background 

☐  The Constituent Assembly, after intense debates, 

chose the parliamentary system for India. 
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☐  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar defended this system for offering 

“more responsibility and less stability,” ensuring 

daily and periodic accountability of the executive. 

The Importance of Legislative Oversight 

Checks and Balances in the Constitution 

☐  While the Constitution enshrines checks and 

balances, legislative oversight has often been 

diminished.  

☐  Efficiency in governance is crucial, but not at the cost 

of transparency.  

☐  Strengthening the role of Parliament in scrutinizing 

executive action is essential for not just making laws 

but also ensuring their effective implementation and 

accountability. 

The Need for Transparency 

☐  If India seeks ‘Maximum Governance’, it must also 

commit to ‘Maximum Accountability’, starting with an 

empowered and effective Parliament.  

☐  This is where the real challenge lies—ensuring that 

the mechanisms of accountability are not just in place 

but are actively functioning. 

Mechanisms of Accountability in Parliament 

Question Hour and Zero Hour 
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☐  Over decades, Parliament has developed an array of 

mechanisms to fulfill this mandate—some formal, some 

by convention.  

☐  From the daily scrutiny of Question Hour to the 

spontaneity of Zero Hour, these tools form the 

framework of accountability.  

☐  In theory, they empower Members of Parliament 

(MPs) to ask probing questions, seek detailed 

information, and even move a no-confidence motion if 

necessary. 

Standing Committees 

☐  Parliamentary committees, including the 

Department-related Standing Committees (DRSC), 

meet regularly and generate detailed reports.  

☐  However, these reports are often not taken up for 

discussion on the floor, limiting their influence on 

legislation or executive action. 

Current Challenges 

●​ Oversight mechanisms, though constitutionally 

enshrined, are often weakened in practice. 

●​ Question Hour is frequently disrupted; in the 17th 

Lok Sabha, it functioned only 60% of scheduled time 

(52% in Rajya Sabha). 
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●​ Parliamentary Committees like DRSCs submit 

detailed reports, but: 

o​ Their findings are rarely debated in the House. 

o​ Limited stakeholder consultation and short 

tenures affect effectiveness. 

o​ MPs lack technical expertise and research 
support. 

Success Stories of Legislative Oversight 

Notable Recommendations 

☐  Even with its inconsistencies, Indian legislative 

oversight has had notable successes.  

☐  For instance, the Standing Committee on Railways 

recommended waiving dividend payments by Indian 

Railways in 2015 to improve its financial health, which 

was implemented in 2016. 

The Role of the Public Accounts Committee 

☐  The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has also 

made significant contributions, exposing critical delays 

and corrupt practices during events like the 

Commonwealth Games in 2010. 

☐   On average, the PAC has made 180 

recommendations every year in the past eight years, 

with 80% accepted by the government 

Proposed Reforms 
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1.​ Post-legislative scrutiny: Assess law 

implementation and impact, as practiced in the UK. 

2.​ Strengthen committees: 

o​ Create sub-committees for follow-up. 

o​ Mandate debates on select reports in Parliament. 

o​ Provide dedicated research and technical staff. 

1.​ Enhance accessibility: 

o​ Translate reports into regional languages. 

o​ Use infographics, short videos, and public 
summaries. 

1.​ Use technology: 

o​ Employ AI and data analytics to help MPs track 

budgets, policy outcomes, and irregularities more 

effectively. 

Conclusion 

Strengthening legislative oversight means honoring the 

mandate citizens have given their representatives. It’s 

about ensuring that the machinery of government stays 

transparent, accountable, and truly “of the people, by 

the people, and for the people.” As we move forward, 

it’s crucial to remember that a robust democracy thrives 

on active participation and accountability. 

 

📘 GS Paper II: Polity & Governance 
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Q “Accountability is the cornerstone of democracy.” 

Examine the role of legislative oversight in strengthening 

democratic governance in India.(150 Words) 

Q “Maximum Governance demands Maximum 
Accountability.” Discuss how the Indian Parliament can be 

reformed to ensure transparent and responsible 

governance(150 words) 

Q Despite constitutional mechanisms, legislative oversight 
in India remains weak. Critically examine the factors 

contributing to this weakness and suggest ways to enhance 

parliamentary scrutiny.(250 words) 

 

Topic ⟶ Uncontrolled Reentry of Soviet-Era Kosmos 
482 Spacecraft 

 

 

 

☐  A Soviet Venus lander, Kosmos 482, launched in 
1972, is expected to make an uncontrolled reentry 
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 into Earth’s atmosphere in the first half of May 
2025.  

☐  Originally intended for a Venus mission, the 
spacecraft failed to exit Earth orbit due to a rocket 
malfunction. 

☐  Over the last 53 years, a 1-meter-wide landing 
capsule, weighing nearly 500 kg, has remained in a 
highly elliptical orbit, gradually descending. 

☐   Most of the spacecraft fell back decades ago, but 
this durable capsule—designed to withstand the 
intense atmospheric conditions of Venus—may 
survive reentry. 

☐  Experts like Marco Langbroek suggest the object 
could hit Earth at 150 mph (242 kph) but downplay 
the risk to people, comparing it to the odds of 
being struck by a meteorite or lightning.  

☐  There is still uncertainty over the reentry location, 
which could be anywhere between 51.7° north and 
south latitude—covering major land masses and 
oceans. 

☐  Despite failing parachute systems and a possibly 
compromised heat shield, most analysts expect the 
object to fall into an ocean, given the Earth's 
geography. 



The hindu session pdf  
Saurabh pandey 
Use code - SPLIVE to join unacademy 

☐  The event highlights the long-term hazards of 
space debris and the need for better tracking and 
disposal strategies for aging satellites. 

 

Q “Space exploration without regulation may turn the 
final frontier into a global hazard.” Discuss with 
reference to the increasing problem of space debris 
(150 Words) 
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