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The Impact of the Russia-Ukraine War on Africa's Nuclear Energy Landscape.

Energy Security in a Changing World

The Russia-Ukraine war has dramatically shifted the global energy paradigm. European 
nations have been scrambling to secure alternative energy sources, and this turmoil has 
rippled through the African continent, prompting a critical reassessment of energy 
strategies.

 Energy Vulnerability: With the war exposing vulnerabilities in energy supply, African 
nations are increasingly aware of their dependencies.

 
 Nuclear as an Answer: Nuclear energy is being reconsidered as a stable and secure 

source of power, supplementing the continent's diverse energy portfolio.



Africa stands at a crossroads where energy security is no longer a luxury but a 
necessity. Nuclear energy could be the beacon of hope for sustainable 
development. 🌟.

The Current State of Nuclear Energy in Africa

Africa's Sole Nuclear Plant: Koeberg

Currently, Africa boasts a singular nuclear power facility, the Koeberg plant in South Africa, which serves 
as a critical pillar for the continent's nuclear ambitions.

 Koeberg Overview: Established by a French consortium, Koeberg has been operational since the 
1980s and generates approximately 1,800 MW.

 Potential for Expansion: Despite its lone status, the plant symbolizes the vast potential for nuclear 
energy across Africa.

 



Future Projections for Nuclear Energy in Africa

The tides are shifting as nations like Ghana, Nigeria, Sudan, Rwanda, Kenya, 
and Zambia eye nuclear energy as a means to bolster electricity access.

 
 Projected Growth: Estimates suggest that by 2035, Africa could generate 

an astonishing 15,000 MW of nuclear energy.
 
 Investment Opportunities: This transition represents a staggering 

investment opportunity of $105 billion, making it a focal point for 
international investors.

The future of nuclear energy in Africa is bright, with nations eager to 
harness its potential for economic growth and energy independence. 💡



The Scramble for Africa’s Nuclear Market

France's Declining Influence

Historically, France has dominated Africa's nuclear market, but its influence is 
waning.

 Shift in Partnerships: African nations are actively seeking new alliances, 
reducing reliance on French technology.

The Role of the United States

The U.S. has initiated the US-Africa Nuclear Energy Summit (USANES) to foster 
collaboration and investment in nuclear energy.

 Political Factors: The future of U.S. involvement hinges on domestic political 
decisions, particularly concerning energy policy.



Russia's Involvement

Russia has signed agreements with several African nations, including Egypt and 
Mali, though progress has been slow.

 Challenges in Development: The construction of new reactors has faced 
significant delays, particularly with Rosatom's project in El Dabaa, Egypt.

South Korea's Interest

South Korea, through Korea Hydro and Nuclear Power (KHNP), is looking to 
capitalize on Africa's nuclear potential.

 Competition with China: However, the real winner in this race appears to be 
China, which is rapidly solidifying its position.



The Implications for India

India’s Nuclear Aspirations

As Africa embraces nuclear energy, India, aiming to generate 100 GW of nuclear 
energy by 2047, must secure access to African uranium.

 Agreements with Africa: India has already signed agreements with Namibia and 
is exploring mining projects in Niger.

Challenges from Chinese Dominance

The increasing Chinese presence in Africa's nuclear market poses significant 
challenges for India.

 Navigating Competition: As China strengthens its foothold, India may find it 
increasingly difficult to secure its energy needs.

India's energy security could be compromised if it fails to adapt to the rapidly 
changing landscape of Africa's nuclear sector.



The Future of Nuclear Energy in Africa

The Russia-Ukraine war has catalyzed a reevaluation of energy strategies across 
the globe, with Africa poised to embrace nuclear energy as a key component of its 
energy future.

 Evolving Dynamics: As nations vie for influence in this emerging market, the 
dynamics of power and partnerships will continue to evolve.

 Leadership in Nuclear Revolution: The question remains: who will ultimately 
lead Africa's nuclear revolution?





Introduction to PAC's Critique of GST

● The Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) recently released its 19th 
report, unleashing a barrage of criticism aimed squarely at the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) regime, introduced in July 2017. 

● Designed to simplify and unify indirect tax compliance in India, the PAC's 
findings reveal a stark reality that suggests the system is faltering.



Key Findings: Declining Revenue and Compensation Fund Issues

The PAC's findings paint a grim picture for the GST landscape:
 Revenue Decline: A documented 2% decrease in indirect tax revenue in the 

initial two years post-GST implementation.
 
 Compensation Fund Complications: The Compensation Fund, crucial for 

providing financial relief to states experiencing revenue losses, has not been 
duly finalised. The PAC emphasizes that the Centre has failed to present the 
Compensation Fund Account to the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), 
crucial for certifying and releasing timely compensation.

 
 Discrepancies Galore: Out of 10,667 cases sampled, the PAC identified 2,447 

inconsistencies amounting to a staggering ₹32,577.73 crore. The Finance 
Ministry's audit approach has been labelled as "lackadaisical," indicating a 
profound need for reform in oversight processes



Impact on States: Fiscal Autonomy at Risk

The centralising tendencies of the GST regime have raised alarms among 
revenue-generating states, which have expressed legitimate concerns over:

 Diminished Fiscal Autonomy: Many states feel their financial independence 
is eroding, largely due to the GST framework's structure.

 Negative Revenue Impacts: States reliant on manufacturing are particularly 
hard-hit; the destination-based taxation system has diverted revenue from 
these areas, leading to sharp declines in collections.

 Governance Challenges: The delays and inconsistencies in the 
Compensation Fund have hampered state governance, leaving them struggling 
to manage their finances effectively.



The Way Forward: Recommendations from the PAC

In light of the alarming findings, the PAC has put forth several recommendations to 
rejuvenate the GST framework:

 Formal Mechanism with CAG: Establishing a structured partnership with the 
CAG to ensure timely audits and updates on pending cases, thus enhancing 
accountability.

 Proposal for "GST 2.0": The PAC calls for a comprehensive review and the 
development of a "GST 2.0"—a revamped version that could potentially 
address the grievances of states seeking a more equitable distribution of GST 
revenues, ideally aiming for a share of 70%–80%, as opposed to the current 
50%.





 Topic → China in the Teesta river project 
 󰎏 Bangladesh has welcomed Chinese involvement in the Teesta River Comprehensive 

Management and Restoration Project.
 
 🤝 The assurance of cooperation was made during Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus's visit to 

China.
 
 🌊 An agreement was signed for the exchange of hydrological information regarding the 

Yarlung Zangbo-Jamuna (Brahmaputra) River.
 
 📜 A joint statement was released following official discussions between the two nations.
 
 🗓 Bangladesh and China have agreed to initiate discussions for a Free Trade Agreement soon.
 
 🌍 The collaboration highlights the strengthening ties between Bangladesh and China in water 

management and trade.
 
 🔗 The developments signify a commitment to enhance bilateral relations and cooperation in 

environmental management







Why Earthquake in Myanmar ??

● The Earth is made up of three parts: a molten, mostly metallic core 

at the centre, surrounded by a hot, nearly solid layer of rock called 

the mantle, with a jigsaw-like crust on the outside that is made up of 

constantly shifting tectonic plates.

● This movement of the plates on the slippery mantle, at different 

speeds and in different directions, causes energy to build up. 

● The release of this energy causes the intense shaking of the planet’s 

surface that we call an earthquake. When the energy is released 

below the ocean, it creates a series of huge waves known as a 

tsunami.





What lies beneath the surface in Myanmar?

Myanmar’s location between two tectonic plates – the India and Eurasia plates – 
places it at particular risk of earthquakes.

The boundary between the two plates is called the Saigang Fault. Experts describe it 
as a long, straight line running approximately 1,200km (745 miles) from north to 
south through cities such as Mandalay and Yangon, placing millions of people at 
risk.

According to the USGS, the Myanmar earthquake occurred because the India and 
Eurasia plates were rubbing sideways against each other, a motion described as 
“strike-slip faulting”.
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