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Eden Wrap: A Sustainable Packaging Solution

 🌱 Material Source: The wrapper is crafted from cellulose-producing bacteria, offering a 
sustainable base product.

 🦠 Emulsifiers: Bacterial-derived emulsifiers are integrated into the wrapper's formulation.
 🌿 Essential Oils: Plant-derived essential oils are included, enhancing the wrapper's 

properties.
 🥗 Shelf Life Extension: The wrapper possesses anti-microbial properties, aiding in the 

extension of food shelf life.
 ♻ Decomposability: 'Eden Wrap' decomposes within a month when discarded, promoting 

eco-friendliness.
 🧴 Appearance: The wrapper resembles plastic, potentially appealing to consumers.
 📢 Public Awareness: Increased awareness of edible wrappers could boost public 

acceptance and usage.

Summary: 'Eden Wrap' is an eco-friendly, cellulose-based food wrapper that incorporates 
bacterial emulsifiers and essential oils to extend shelf life and decompose within a month.





 

 Trade weaponization
 
 ⚔ Definition: Trade weaponization refers to the strategic use of trade policies and economic 

measures to achieve political or military objectives.
 🌍 Global Impact: It affects international relations and can lead to tensions between countries, 

impacting global trade dynamics.
 📈 Economic Leverage: Countries may impose tariffs, sanctions, or trade restrictions to exert 

pressure on other nations.
 🔄 Retaliation: The practice often leads to retaliatory measures, escalating conflicts and creating 

trade wars.
 🏛 Policy Implications: Governments must navigate the complexities of trade weaponization in 

their foreign policy strategies.
 📉 Market Volatility: Trade weaponization can lead to uncertainty in markets, affecting businesses 

and consumers alike.
 🛡 Security Concerns: It raises national security issues, as economic dependencies can be 

exploited for strategic gains.

Summary: Trade weaponization involves using economic measures for political ends, impacting global 
relations and market stability.





Gig economy & social security 
The gig economy is booming in India, with app-based jobs like Uber, Zomato, and Swiggy 
transforming the employment landscape. However, the rise of gig work brings with it a pressing 
question: what about social security for these workers? As the Indian government begins to 
address this issue, we must critically evaluate whether the initiatives being introduced are a 
genuine step towards comprehensive support or merely a temporary fix.

The Current Landscape of Gig Work in India

Understanding Gig Workers

Gig workers are not your traditional employees; they thrive in the realm of short-term jobs, 
often juggling multiple gigs simultaneously. This flexibility can be exhilarating, but it also leaves 
them vulnerable without the protections typically afforded to full-time workers.

 
 



 Characteristics of Gig Workers:
 Engage in multiple short-term contracts.
 Often lack access to health benefits and retirement plans.
 Operate in a chaotic work environment without job security.

The Rise of App-Based Work

The rapid advancement of technology has catalyzed the growth of app-based jobs in 
India. While this shift provides numerous opportunities, it also highlights a significant 
gap in social safety nets.

 Pros and Cons of App-Based Work:
 Pros: Flexibility, increased job opportunities.
 Cons: Lack of benefits, job instability, absence of labor rights.



Government Initiatives for Gig Workers

Central Scheme Awaiting Approval

The Indian government is finally acknowledging the plight of gig workers with a central 
scheme aimed at providing social security. However, the scheme is still pending 
Cabinet approval.

 Key Features Expected:
 Health insurance coverage.
 Benefits accessible through a simplified registration process.



Health Coverage under Ayushman Bharat

One of the most promising elements of this initiative is the inclusion of gig workers in 
the Ayushman Bharat scheme. This program aims to provide essential healthcare 
services to millions.

 Benefits of Ayushman Bharat:
 Access to quality healthcare.
 Financial protection against high medical costs.



Registration on the eShram Portal

The eShram portal is designed to streamline the registration process for gig workers, allowing 
them to access various social security benefits easily.

 Advantages of the eShram Portal:
 Centralized access to benefits.
 Enhanced visibility of gig workers and their contributions.

The Flaws in the Existing System

India and the ILO’s Social Security Convention

Despite being a founding member of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), India has yet 
to ratify the Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952. This oversight raises 
questions about the country's commitment to basic social security principles.



Critique of the Code on Social Security

India’s Code on Social Security, enacted long after the ILO’s convention, has drawn 
criticism for its vague definitions and lack of robust protections. The reliance on welfare 
boards for benefit distribution has proven ineffective.

 Critiques include:
 Ambiguous definitions leading to confusion.
 Ineffectiveness of welfare boards in delivering benefits.

The Problem with Incremental Approaches

While some argue that a fragmented welfare system can provide targeted relief to 
specific worker segments, this approach can create barriers between different types of 
informal work.

 Risks of a Fragmented System:
 Artificial distinctions among worker categories.
 Many workers remain unprotected and unsupported.



Towards Universal Social Protection Systems

The Need for a Comprehensive Framework

As India navigates the complexities of the gig economy, it is crucial to develop robust social protection systems 
that can adapt to workforce changes.

Building on the Code’s Mandates

Though the Code may have its shortcomings, it serves as a foundation to build a more inclusive and accessible 
social protection system.

 Strategies for Improvement:
 Treat existing mandates as a minimum standard.
 Expand benefits to encompass all forms of informal labor.

Conclusion

While India's recent efforts to establish social security for gig workers are commendable, they barely scratch the 
surface of what is required. A proactive approach is essential to reimagine the social security framework, 
ensuring that every worker has access to the safety net they deserve—regardless of their employment status.





Understanding Delimitation in India
What is Delimitation? 📍

 Definition: Redrawing boundaries of electoral constituencies.
 Purpose: Ensures representation in Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas reflects current 

population distribution

Constitutional Provisions 📜
Articles 82 and 170 Explained

 Article 82: Post-census seat allocation in Lok Sabha.
 Article 170: Similar provisions for Vidhan Sabhas.
 Amendments: 42nd Amendment defers readjustment until 2026



The Current Controversy ⚖
Serious Concerns vs. Ludicrous Claims

 Concerns: Potential political marginalization, especially in southern states.
 Claims: Calls for rapid population growth to avoid being outnumbered.

The Need for Dispassionate Discussion 🗣
Irony of Constitutional Protectors

 Irony: Critics of constitutional flouting now demand ignoring the Constitution.
 Debate: Freeze or postpone delimitation exercise?



Census and Delimitation 📊
The Role of Census in Seat Allocation

 Mandate: Delimitation based on latest census data.
 Apprehensions: States fear losing representation.

Historical Data Trends 📈
Changes in Lok Sabha Seats Over the Years

 1951-52: 489 seats.
 2024: 543 seats, with significant state changes.



Key Issues in Delimitation 🔍
Population as a Basis for Allocation

 Contention: Population proportionality can lead to imbalance.
 Impact: States with higher growth rates may benefit disproportionately.

The Impact of Public Policy 📑
Representation and Its Implications

 Trend: Increase in seats lacks clear representation formula.
 Challenge: Rising average population per seat questions representation 

effectiveness.



The Question of Representation 🤔
What Does It Mean to Represent?

 Beyond Numbers: Effective service to constituents is key.
 Myth: Smaller constituencies don't guarantee better representation.

The Size of Constituencies 📏
Does Size Matter?

 System: First-past-the-post doesn't equate size with representation quality.
 Example: Lakshadweep vs. Malkajgiri electorates.

Strengthening Local Governance 🏛
The Role of Local Bodies

 Focus: Empower local governance for effective representation.
 Benefit: Addresses citizens' needs more directly.



Moderating Population as a Criterion ⚖
The Need for a Balanced Approach

 Moderation: Use deflators to account for population growth.
 Goal: Avoid rewarding states for higher population numbers unfairly.

Future of Delimitation 🔮
Potential Changes and Considerations

 Factors: Population trends, regional aspirations, equitable representation.
 Outlook: Requires careful consideration and thoughtful discussion.

Conclusion 🏁
 Complexity: Delimitation is more than numbers; it's about fair representation.
 Discussion: Engage in thoughtful, inclusive debates.





Rio de la Plata

Rio de la Plata is the muddy estuary of the Paraná and Uruguay Rivers, and forms part of 
the border between 

Argentina and Uruguay. The rich estuary supports both capital cities of Buenos Aires 
and Montevideo.
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