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Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary and Tiger Reserve

● The sanctuary takes its name from the Bhadra River, its lifeline. 

Popularly known as Muthodi Wildlife Sanctuary, after the village 

on its periphery, it was declared a Project Tiger reserve.

● Bhadra Tiger Reserve is located in the Western Ghats of 

Karnataka.





Supreme Court Inquiry on Anti-Defection Law

Overview of the Supreme Court Inquiry

 ⚖ Supreme Court Inquiry: The Supreme Court is examining if constitutional courts 
can require Speakers to decide on disqualification petitions under the anti-defection 
law within a specific timeframe.

 
 🏛 Hearing Context: A Bench led by Justice B.R. Gavai is reviewing petitions from 

Bharat Rashtra Samithi leaders about pending disqualification proceedings against 
10 MLAs who switched allegiance to the ruling Congress in Telangana.

 
 ⏳ Previous Court Stance: The Supreme Court previously urged Speakers to resolve 

anti-defection pleas within a "reasonable time" but did not define what that timeframe 
should be.

 
 📜 Constitutional Authority: Justice Gavai emphasized that constitutional courts are 

the "custodians of the Constitution" and questioned the powerlessness of these 
courts in directing Speakers to fulfill their constitutional duties.



 
 🗳 Political Partisanship: Senior advocate C.A. Sundaram highlighted potential 

political bias affecting Speakers' decisions, contrasting it with the U.K. system 
where the Speaker is expected to remain apolitical.

 
 ⏲ Proposed Timeframe: Advocate Dama Seshadri Naidu suggested that a 

four-week period should be established as a reasonable timeframe for Speakers to 
decide on disqualification petitions.

 
 🔄 Judicial Review: The argument was made that while courts cannot prevent 

Speakers from exercising their powers, they can direct them to fulfill their 
constitutional responsibilities in a timely manner.

Summary: The Supreme Court is deliberating on whether it can compel Speakers to 
decide disqualification petitions under the anti-defection law within a specified 
timeframe, amid concerns of political bias and the need for timely justice





  Boilers Bill, 2024,
 
 📜 The Lok Sabha passed the Boilers Bill, 2024, aimed at regulating boilers and ensuring safety 

from steam-boiler explosions.
 
 🔄 The Bill replaces the Boilers Act of 1923 and was previously passed by the Rajya Sabha in 

December 2023.
 
 󰥕 Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal emphasized the removal of outdated 

colonial provisions and aimed for a simpler, more readable Bill.
 
 🏛 Goyal assured that the Bill does not infringe on the rights of State governments, addressing 

concerns from the Opposition.
 
 🚪 Opposition members walked out during Goyal's remarks criticizing the previous Congress-led 

government for delaying the legislation.
 
 🔧 The Bill aims to enhance uniformity in the registration of boilers across the country.
 ⚖ The legislation reflects a shift away from colonial-era mindsets in regulatory frameworks.



A boiler is a closed 
vessel in which fluid 
(generally water) is 
heated. 





WATER IN UNIVERSE
● Water is the third most abundant molecule in the universe, after 

hydrogen and carbon monoxide, but its origins are obscure
● Researchers found that the conditions required for water existed around 

the time when the first supernovae lit up the cosmos. Gigantic stars 
exploded, leaving behind hydrogen, oxygen, and other elements. The 
‘oxygen combined with hydrogen to create water’

● The latest findings indicate that the first supernovae produced enough 
water to drench the infant universe. This means planets could have 
formed before the first galaxies, and that there was enough water to 
kickstart life. This would push the timeline for potential life way back





Euclid 
Launch period by european space agency

July 2023 

● Euclid is designed to explore the evolution of the dark Universe. It will make a 
3D-map of the Universe (with time as the third dimension) by observing 
billions of galaxies out to 10 billion light-years, across more than a third of 
the sky.

● While dark energy accelerates the expansion of the Universe and dark matter 
governs the growth of cosmic structures, scientists remain unsure about 
what dark energy and dark matter actually are.

● By observing the Universe evolving over the past 10 billion years, Euclid will 
reveal how it has expanded and how structure has formed over cosmic 
history – and from this, astronomers can infer the properties of dark energy, 
dark matter and gravity, to reveal more about their precise nature.





What is an in-house procedure?
● The Chief Justice of India (CJI) has constituted an in-house committee to 

conduct an inquiry into allegations of misconduct against Justice Yashwant 
Varma. This follows recovery of huge piles of cash at his residence during 
a �fire-control operation. 

Introduction to In-House Procedures

 Definition: An in-house procedure is a systematic approach by the Indian 
judiciary to investigate complaints of alleged misbehavior against judges.

 
 Adoption: Developed by the Supreme Court in 1999 and made public in 2014.
 
 Purpose: Enhances accountability within the judicial system.



The Need for In-House Procedures

 Addressing Allegations Against Judges: Ensures complaints are taken seriously 
and investigated thoroughly.

 
 Historical Context: Aimed to bridge the gap in handling allegations and restore 

public trust in the judiciary.

The Process of In-House Inquiry

 Initial Complaint Assessment: Conducted by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) to 
filter out baseless allegations.

 
 Formation of Inquiry Committee: Composed of two Chief Justices from other High 

Courts and one High Court judge.
 
 Inquiry Process: Involves gathering evidence and testimonies, with the judge 

given a chance to respond.



Outcomes of the Inquiry

 Recommendations for Removal: If allegations are serious, the committee may 
recommend removal.

 
 Consequences of Non-Compliance: Escalation to the President and Prime 

Minister for parliamentary action if a judge refuses to resign.

Confidentiality and Transparency Issues

 The Case for Transparency: Balancing confidentiality with public confidence 
by disclosing key findings.

Transparency vs Confidentiality:



Conclusion

 Significance: In-house procedures are crucial for maintaining judicial 
integrity.

 
 Improvements Needed: Enhancing transparency and accountability to 

ensure trust in the judiciary.





 The Chugach Mountains 
 

 🏔 Location: The Chugach Mountains are located in southern Alaska, forming part of 
the Pacific Coast Ranges.

 📏 Dimensions: The range is approximately 250 miles (402 km) long and 60 miles (97 
km) wide.

 🌊 Geographical Extent: It stretches from the Knik and Turnagain Arms of Cook Inlet 
in the west to Bering Glacier, Tana Glacier, and Tana River in the east.

 🌊 Boundaries: The northern boundary is defined by the Matanuska, Copper, and 
Chitina rivers.

 ⛰ Highest Peak: Mount Marcus Baker is the highest point in the range, standing at 
13,094 feet (3,991 m).

 📏 Average Elevation: The average elevation of the Chugach Mountains is 4,006 feet 
(1,221 m), indicating that most summits are not particularly high.

 🌄 Mountain Range Classification: The Chugach Mountains are classified as the 
northernmost range of the Pacific Coast Ranges in North America.
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