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Supreme Court Decision on Auroville Development

Overview

 The Supreme Court set aside NGT order and Madras High Court decision.
 Focused on the balance between the right to development and environmental protection.

Key Points

 Judgment Highlights:
 Emphasizes sustainable development.
 Right to clean environment (Articles 14, 21) vs. right to development (Articles 14, 19, 

21).
 NGT's assumption of jurisdiction was deemed incorrect.

 Auroville Foundation:
 The foundation was allowed to continue construction activities.
 Master Plan approved in 2001, published in 2010.

 Environmental Concerns:
 Grievances regarding construction impacting Darkali forest.
 Counterargument: Area is a man-made plantation, not a forest needing clearance





The Menhirs of Mudumal: A Step Towards UNESCO Recognition
Overview

 🗿 Menhirs of Mudumal in Narayanpet, Telangana, are now on the tentative list for UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites.

 
 📜 The application for UNESCO recognition was submitted by the Indian government.
 
 🌊 Mudumal is located on the banks of the Krishna River, which separates Telangana from 

Karnataka.
 
 ⏳ The site features approximately 1,200 large standing stones that date back around 3,000 years.
 
 



 🌌 These stones provide insights into the positions of various constellations, including Leo, 
Ursa Major, Ursa Minor, Virgo, and Taurus.

 
 🛠 Conservation architect Surya Narayan Murthy played a key role in preparing the UNESCO 

application, collaborating with DAM and Deccan Heritage Academy Trust.
 
 🌍 Mudumal is recognized as a significant menhir site, contributing to our understanding of 

ancient astronomy.





Supreme Court Examines Lokpal's Jurisdiction Over Judges

 Judicial Independence: The Special Bench, comprising Justices B.R. Gavai, Surya 
Kant, and A.S. Oka, expressed concerns about the potential erosion of judicial 
independence, leading to a stay of the Lokpal's order on February 20.

 
 Public Servant Debate: The crux of the matter revolves around whether judges of 

constitutional courts can be deemed public servants under the Lokpal Act, raising 
questions about accountability and oversight.



Legal Perspectives:

. Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta articulated that the pivotal question is whether 
judges of constitutional courts fall under the definition of public servants as per 
Section 14 of the Lokpal Act.

 Arguments Presented: Mehta contended that extending the inquiry beyond 
this definition could lead to unnecessary complications in the legal 
framework.

 
 



Impact on Judicial Independence:

The implications of classifying judges as public servants extend beyond legal 
definitions. The fundamental concern arises from the potential encroachment on the 
independence of the judiciary, a cornerstone of democratic governance.

 Historical Context: The Supreme Court's ruling in the K. Veeraswami case of 1991 
established a precedent regarding the inviolability of judicial functions from 
external inquiries.

 
 Judicial Integrity: Allowing the Lokpal to investigate judges could set a precedent 

that undermines the judiciary's ability to operate free from political or 
administrative pressures.





Audible Enclaves: A New Frontier in Sound Technology

Definition

 🔊 Audible Enclaves: Small pockets of sound designed for individual listening in 
crowded environments, undisturbed by surrounding noise.

Sound Mechanics

 🎶 Wave Dynamics: Sound is produced by waves moving through a medium. The 
frequency is determined by the speed of particle motion; faster motion results in 
higher frequency sounds.

Diffraction

 📡 Wave Divergence: Sound waves from a source, such as a speaker, diverge as 
they travel through air. Higher frequency sounds diverge more than lower 
frequencies.



Parametric Array Loudspeakers

 🎤 Focused Sound Beams: These devices emit high-frequency waves modulated with audio 
signals, directing sound to specific listeners.

Research Findings

 🔬 Study Insights: Research published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Science on March 17 shows that audible enclaves can be created using two inaudible 
high-frequency waves intersecting to produce sound.

Non-linear Interactions

 📈 Wave Intersections: The intersection of two high-frequency waves leads to non-linear 
interactions, generating a sound wave audible only to those nearby.

Applications

 🌍 Potential Uses: Audible enclaves can be applied in various fields, enhancing personal 
audio experiences in public spaces.

Summary: Audible enclaves are targeted sound pockets created by intersecting high-frequency 
waves, enabling individual listening in noisy environments.















The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA)

The BLA stands as the most formidable insurgent group within Balochistan, claiming 
responsibility for numerous attacks aimed at Pakistan's military apparatus. Their 
operational sophistication has evolved, as evidenced by the hijacking incident.

 
 Origins and Objectives:

 Established to advocate for Baloch rights and autonomy, the BLA has emerged 
as a potent force, particularly following the recent surge in coordinated attacks.

 
 Comparison with Other Insurgent Groups:

 Unlike the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF), which enjoys popularity among 
southern youth, the BLA has been labeled a terrorist organization by both 
Pakistan and the U.S.

 The formation of Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar (BRAS), a coalition of various 
groups, indicates enhanced collaboration among insurgents.



Socio-Political Context of Balochistan

Balochistan's current insurgency is deeply rooted in historical grievances. The 
province, rich in resources yet politically neglected, has witnessed a series of 
uprisings throughout its history.

 Historical Grievances:
 Many Baloch people feel marginalized, believing their province was 

forcibly incorporated into Pakistan in 1948.
 Decades of military rule and centralized governance have stifled political 

empowerment.



Geopolitical Implications and Future Outlook

The geopolitical landscape surrounding Balochistan is fraught with complexity, 
influenced by regional actors and historical tensions.

 Tensions with Afghanistan and Iran:
 Pakistan is wary of growing insurgent coordination between the BLA and 

groups like the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).
 Iran's concerns about anti-Iranian groups finding refuge in Balochistan 

complicate matters further.
 International Stakeholder Influence:

 The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has drawn significant 
investment but also resistance, especially from local insurgents.

 China’s involvement raises concerns about security for its investments 
amidst ongoing violence.





The Participation of Women in Indian Politics: Trends, Challenges, and Opportunities

Introduction

The participation of women in Indian politics is a fascinating yet complex topic. Despite 
the presence of several influential women leaders, the overall political engagement of 
women in India remains surprisingly low. This paradox raises questions about the 
factors influencing women's political participation and the societal structures that 
shape their experiences.



Historical Context of Women in Indian Politics

The roots of women's political involvement in India are interwoven with the 
country's struggle for independence. From the early 20th century, women like 
Sarojini Naidu played pivotal roles in the freedom movement, advocating for both 
national and gender rights.

 Post-Independence Era: The establishment of the Constitution in 1950 
enshrined equal rights, yet the actual political participation of women lagged.

 
 Key Milestones: The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments in 1992 

reserved seats for women in local governance, marking a significant step 
toward political representation.



Influential Women Leaders

India has produced remarkable women leaders who have significantly shaped the 
political landscape.

 Indira Gandhi: As the first female Prime Minister, her tenure was marked by 
bold decisions, though often controversial.

 
 Mamata Banerjee: Known for her grassroots approach, she has transformed 

West Bengal's political dynamics.

These leaders, while iconic, often overshadow the broader issue of women's 
political engagement at the grassroots level.



The Gender Gap in Political Participation

Unlike many countries where the gender gap in political participation began to 
narrow in the 1990s, India only witnessed this shift in the 2010s.

 Statistics: Recent studies reveal that women's voter turnout has increased, 
yet their representation in legislative bodies remains disproportionately low.

 
 Barriers: Social norms, lack of access to resources, and political violence are 

significant factors hindering women's political involvement.



Current Trends in Women’s Political Engagement

Recent studies indicate a notable increase in women's voter turnout, particularly 
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.

 Voter Turnout Statistics: Reports suggest a surge in female participation, with 
political parties actively courting women voters through various initiatives.

 
 Everyday Women and Electoral Processes: The experiences of ordinary 

women engaging with the electoral process remain under-explored, yet their 
voting patterns are crucial in understanding the dynamics of political 
participation.

 
 



The Role of Social and Cultural Biases

Women’s political behavior is not monolithic; it is shaped by various intersecting 
identities, including caste, class, religion, and region.

 Intersectionality in Women’s Political Behavior: This complexity challenges 
the notion of a unified women’s voting bloc and highlights the need for a 
nuanced understanding of their political choices.

 
 Rajeshwari Deshpande’s Study: Her research reveals that women's voting 

choices are influenced by a combination of gender and other social identities.



Women as Beneficiaries or Active Agents?

Political parties have often framed women as passive beneficiaries of welfare 
programs rather than recognizing them as active political agents.

 Welfare Programs: Initiatives like Ujjwala and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
have garnered support, but they reinforce the notion of women as 
dependents.

 
 Political Agency: Recognizing women as active participants is crucial for 

fostering genuine political empowerment.

 



Beyond Voting: Other Forms of Political Participation

While voting is significant, it is not the only form of political participation.

 Barriers to Deeper Engagement: Women's involvement in rallies, campaigns, 
and policy advocacy remains limited compared to men, with social and 
structural barriers continuing to impede deeper engagement.

 
 State-Specific Political Dynamics: Women’s voting behavior is deeply 

influenced by regional, caste, and class dynamics.



Influence of Caste, Class, and Region

Women’s voting behavior is shaped by their socio-economic status and regional 
affiliations.

 State-Specific Trends: In states like Tamil Nadu and Kerala, women’s 
preferences often align with regional political movements rather than national 
trends.

 
 Women’s Support for Political Parties: Historically, Congress has received 

more female support than male, while BJP's gender gap has been narrowing.



Conclusion

In conclusion, while the participation of women in Indian politics has seen some 
positive trends, significant challenges remain. The complexities of their political 
engagement, shaped by various intersecting identities, underscore the need for a more 
nuanced approach to understanding women's roles in the electoral process. As we 
move forward, it is crucial to recognize women not just as beneficiaries of political 
initiatives but as active agents capable of shaping the political landscape.





  Melioidosis 
 

 🦠 Melioidosis is an infectious disease caused by the bacterium Burkholderia pseudomallei.
 🌍 It is primarily found in tropical and subtropical regions, particularly in Southeast Asia and 

northern Australia.
 🏥 The disease can manifest in various forms, including pneumonia, skin infections, and 

septicemia.
 ⚠ Symptoms may include fever, cough, chest pain, and abscess formation, which can lead to 

severe complications if untreated.
 💉 Melioidosis can be treated with antibiotics, but early diagnosis is crucial for effective 

management.
 🧪 The bacterium can survive in the environment, making it a potential bioweapon and a concern 

for public health.
 📊 Melioidosis has a high mortality rate, especially in individuals with underlying health conditions.

Summary: Melioidosis is a serious infectious disease caused by Burkholderia pseudomallei, prevalent in 
tropical regions, with various clinical manifestations and a high mortality rate if untreated



Grassland Conservation and Biodiversity

Restoring Biodiversity in Grasslands

 🌱 Recovered grasslands need over 75 years of continuous management to restore biodiversity.
 
 🐝 Plant diversity in these areas reaches levels comparable to ancient grasslands after this period.
 
 ⏳ Pollinator communities lag behind, remaining less specialized and effective even after 75 years.
 
 🔄 Over time, these communities gradually shift towards higher specialization and successful 

pollination as grasslands age.
 🦋 The identity of pollinators, rather than their diversity, is crucial for effective pollination in 

recovered grasslands.
 
 🌍 Conservation efforts should prioritize maintaining ancient grasslands as reserves for 

specialized pollinators.
 
 📊 The study emphasizes the need to consider pollinator communities in conservation strategies 

for threatened grassland plants



efavirenz 

A preliminary study has found that efavirenz — a non-nucleoside inhibitor of HIV 
virus that is used for treating HIV/AIDS — can be repurposed for the treatment of 
chikungunya.

🦟 Chikungunya is a viral disease transmitted by mosquitoes, primarily Aedes aegypti 
and Aedes albopictus.



IR IN NEWS
Former Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte was flown to the Netherlands on March 12 to 
face charges of crimes against humanity before the International Criminal Court (ICC) for his 
role in the deadly “war on drugs” during his tenure.
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