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NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION
AGAINST RAJYA SABHA CHAIR

Opposition parties plan to submit a no-confidence or
impeachment resolution against the Vice-President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman.

Major Points:
e 14-Day Notice: Required before introducing the resolution.

e Winter Session Constraint: Limited time
until December 20 for submission and
processing.

e Lapse on Prorogation: All pending notices
except those for Bills lapse; fresh notices
are needed in the next session.

MAJORITY NEEDED

e Rajya Sabha: Effective majority

(majority of current members,
excluding vacant seats).
e Lok Sabha: Simple majority.
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India developed its first indigenous
macrolide antibiotic, Nafithromycin,
to combat antimicrobial resistance
(AMR).

Developed by:

Wockhardt Ltd., with support from BIRAC under
the Biotech Industry Program.

1.Treat Community-Acquired Bacterial Pneumonia
(CABP).

2.Address infections caused by drug-resistant bacteria.

3.Reduce AMR burden globally and nationally.
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MuleHunter.Al

e Combat digital fraud and enhance bank security.
e |dentify mule accounts used for laundering illicit
funds.

About MuleHunter.Al

e Mule account is an Account used for transferring and
laundering illicit funds.
e Developed by RBI Innovation Hub (RBIH), Bengaluru.
e Utilizes Al and ML technologies.
sL .
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Notre-Dame Cathedral, Paris

Location: Situated on an island in the
Seine River, Paris, France

e Beganin 1160, completed by 1260.
e Symbol of French culture, featured in literature and
films globally.

, Highlights:
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Little
Gull

IJUCN RED LIST:
Least concerned

e Smallest gull species in the world; belongs to
the family Laridae.

e Migration: Winters in western Europe, the
Mediterranean, and parts of the

hortheastern U.S Thin black bill
dark red legs

Found in: Seacoasts,
bays, estuaries, rivers,

lakes, ponds, marshes,
and flooded fields.
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Kumhrar
Site

e First excavated (1912-15) by D.B. Spooner.

e Located Near Patna, Bihar.

e Likely venue for the Third Buddhist Council
under Emperor Ashoka.

£

e 72 sandstone plllars |n|t|ally found; 8 more later.

* Pillars: 32 feet tall, pollshed Ci'1unar safldstone
showcasmg Maur an craftsman.&hlp

e Wooden roof and loor with @'southern entrance.
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v
About Neanderthals &R \

e closest extinct human relatives.
e found in Europe, Central, and
Southwest Asia.
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e Situated in Western Asia, in the Northern and
Eastern hemispheres.
e Lies on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

Damascus: Capital and largest city,
located near the Barada River, with

ancient history.

oA g

e Anti-Lebanon Mountains: Separate “u TURKEY
Syria and Lebanon; Mt. Hermon is the
highest point (2,814 m). B IRAQ
e Bishri Mountains: Found in west- - ES.
central and northern Syria. e,
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 Aravalll Green Wall
Project (AGWP)

Showcased by India at UNCCD COP16 in Riyadh to combat
land degradation and desertification.

e Inspired by: Africa’s Great Green Wall Initiative (Senegal

to Djibouti).
e States Covered: Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi.

5 km wide

e Restore 1.15 million hectares of Ar:\i:ﬂﬁ:::ge.
degraded land by 2027. | 7, -,

e Mitigate soil degradation, | +— DELHI
erosion, and drought impacts.  RAJASTHAN'

e Rejuvenate 75 water bodies in |

the initial phase. .GUJARAT INDIA
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'BRAIN ROT': 0XFORD WORD

OF THE YEAR 2024
O

e A decline in mental or intellectual abilities due to excessive

consumption of trivial or unchallenging online content.

e Coined by Henry David Thoreau in 1854.

Popularized among younger generations to describe
the negative effects of social media and online trends.

Impact:
e Highlights mental health concerns in the
digital age.
e Encourages awareness of harmful online
habits.
e Reflects the evolving language influenced

by internet culture.
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Varkala
Cliff

Located on Varkala,
Thiruvananthapuram
district, Kerala.

e Covers 3 km, with
heights up to 80
meters above sea
level.

e Hosts Papanasam
Beach, known for
therapeutic
springs.

3 . i |_ -
BvsmBH PANDEY

UPSC CSE = T

1.27th National
Geological
Monument in
India.

2.2nd in Kerala
(after
Angadipuram

Laterite).
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Launched by the National Consumer
Dispute Redressal Commission (NCDRC).

Established under the Consumer Protection Act,

2019.
PURPOSE:

e Facilitates online LURES'
filing and * Unique case
resolution of humber
consumer * responses
complaints. received

e Eliminates the e rejoinders
need for physical e sms/email alerts
visits to e application

consumer forum status
e complaint doc.
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Northern

Giant Hornet

an invasive species which poses a s:gnlflcant
threat to insects and native pollmators )

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Native to China, Korea,

Japan, and India.

e World's largest hornet, up to 2 inches long.

* Preys on native pollinators like bees,
Impacting ecosystems and agriculture.

e Delivers 7x more venom than a honeybee.

KNOWN AS THE "MURDER HORNET", CAN DECIMATE

& AN ENTIRE HONEYBEE HIVE WITHIN 90 MINUTES.

rsamiruos: |
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* Belongs to the bunting family ——— H
(Emberizidae).
e Scientific name: Emberiza pusilla.

e Breeds in the taiga across northeast
Europe to the Russian Far East.

e Winters in northern India, southern
China, and parts of Southeast Asia.

e Size: 12-14 cm in length.
e White underparts with dark streaks, Abu recently.

chestnut face, white malar stripe, and black
crown stripes.
e Both sexes look similar.

JUCN Red
List: Least

BY SAURABH PANDEY Concern
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conservation

e I[UCN Red List: Vulnerable. status:
e Wildlife Protection Act, 1972:
Schedulel l.
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Hydroxymethane
sulphonate

Scientists identified a chemical pathway where
hydroxymethanesulphonate forms in aerosol
particles under extreme cold (-35°C), affecting air
quality.

Extremely low tempreratu-res prevent

freezing, keeping aerosol particles in a
liquid state, enabling the reaction. - —

—_ — — e

Formaldehyde + Sulphur Dioxide + Liquid Water -
Hydroxymethanesulphonate.

e Tiny particles (solid or liquid) in air.
AEROSOLS: ’ P .

e Examples: Dust, smoke, fog, sulphates.
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Arctic Tundra

Northernmost biome, spans Arctic Circle
to polar ice caps in Canada, Iceland,
Greenland (11.5 million km?)

Characteristics:

e Treeless, cold, rocky terrain with permafrost. -k

e Soil is nutrient-poor with organic carbon accumulation (peat,
humus).

e Herbaceous plants, mosses, lichens; dwarf willows adapt to
high winds.

e Polar bears, Arctic foxes, caribou; migratory birds breed in
summer.

Extreme cold (-60°C winter; ~15.5°C summer);
low precipitation (150-250 mm annually).
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Ensure
seamless
traffic flow
and
emergency |
“-.response.-~

A modernized Route Patrolling Vehicle (RPV)
system launched by NHAI for safer highways and
efficient road management.

features:

e Captures road distress (cracks, potholes).

e Data integrates with the NHAI One app for maintenance.

e Modern communication and safety gear to reduce disruptions.

e Weekly video analytics for consistent road condition
monitoring.
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PLACES IN NEWS:
MOLDOVA

Capital: Chisinau

e L ow-lying terrain with

e Dniester River (major rolling hills.
river). e Features include Balti
e Prut River (forms border Steppe and Codru Hills.
with Romania). ,r-'r-;*:,‘_;:"“’
_mﬁé"fﬂumm . RUSSIA
et :']' B-ELARUS
e Romania (West) L e 2

—— _
|__ — e e,

e Ukraine (North, East, South)cmHREP | /" ——
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The Salar de Uyuni, Bolivia, is pivotal for the
global energy transition due to its massive
lithium reserves within the ‘lithium triangle’
(Chile, Argentina, Bolivia).

e | argest salt flat globally, spanning 10,582 sq. km.
e Rich in lithium, crucial for modern energy

resources

FEATURES:

o Extremely flat; elevation variations <1 meter.

* Transforms into a giant mirror post-rainfall.

e Used to calibrate altimeters of Earth £
observation satellites. ®u

Brazil
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Indian Grandmaster D. Gukesh, at 18,
became the youngest World Chess
Champion ever.

Held At: Singapore, from November 25 to
December 12, 2024.

ACHIEVEMENTS:

e Youngest undisputed World Chess Champion
(18 years old).

* Youngest to reach a chess rating of 2750.

e Winner of team and individual gold at the
45th Chess Olympiad (2024).

e Bronze medal in the 2024 Asian Games team
event.

e Only the third Asian to win the World Chess
Championship (after Viswanathan Anand and
Ding Liren).
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Siberian |
Demoiselle Crane

Known as koonj or kurjaa in India,
symbolically significant in
Gujarat and Rajasthan.

p
IJUCN Status:

Least Concern

Scientific Name: Anthropoides virgo
(also called Grus virgo).

e Khichan, Rajasthan, is India’s first
Demoiselle Crane Conservation
Reserve.

e Hosts about 20,000 cranes annually
during their winter migration

Breeding Range: Central Asia,

Mongolia, Northeast China.
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RO PPy
Cultivation

Poppy cultivation refers to thefarming of
oppy plants, which are primarily grown for
their opium alkaloids

e Only allowed in parts of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh.

e Thrives in warm, sunny climates with well-drained soil.

e Strictly regulated by the government.

s like morphine, codeine, thebaine, and
ine are used for pain relief, cough
pression, and diarrhea treatment.
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Hyperloop Track!/|

N
IIT Madras completed a 410-meter Hyperloop test

track, advancing India's progress in futuristic
transport systems.

e High-speed pods travel through low-pressure

tubes with minimal air resistance. T —
e Popularised by Elon Musk in 2012. | tubewithbuilt-in
| vacuums that

remove nearly all
e | ow-Pressure Tubes: Minimise air resistance. air from the tube.

e Magnetic Levitation (Maglev): Pods float,
eliminating friction.
Linear Electric Motors: Propel pods

efficiently.
Eco-friendly: Zero direct emissions, energy-

efficient.
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els cold water from the Nordic Seas into
iﬁ e Irmmger Sea (a margmal sea of the North "

It is Three times the height of the Angel Falls, the
world's tallest land-based waterfall, which stands at
just over 3,200 feet (979 metres).

Span Approx. 300 miles (480
kilometers) across the Denmark
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(CIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION)
FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIANCE
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FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIANCE

Operation Greens

A Central Sector Scheme under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA
Yojana.

e Ministry: Ministry of Food
Processing Industries (MoFPI).
e Launch: November 2018

CROPS COVERED:

e |nitially: Tomato, Onion, Potato (TOP).
e Expanded (2021): 22 perishable crops,

including: OBJECTIVE:
> Fruits: Mango, Banana, Apple, Guava. e Reduce price volatility
© Spices: Ginger. in agricultural markets.
> Seafood: Shrimp. e Minimize post-harvest
BY SAURABH PANDEY losses.
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Coringa Wildlife 7~ =

near

Sanctuary Kakinada r
nanra

Pradesh

e Part of Godavari estuary, Andhra Pradesh
(Kakinada district).

e Confluence of Coringa River and Bay of Bengal.

e |ndia’s second-largest mangrove stretch.

Endangered Fishing cat Project:

e Medium-sized, stocky build, short legs, short tail.
e Found in Southeast Asia, Sri Lanka, western India, southern
China, Java, and Sumatra.

e JUCN: Vulnerable.
e CITES: Appendix Il.

e Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I.
UPSC CSE
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A GREAT LOSS TO NATION

Dr. Manmohan Singh passed
away on December 26, 2024,
aged 92.

>—--uf—--—--2o
- Known for humility, intellect, and

statesmanship.

- Liberalized India’s economy as
Finance Minister.

- Introduced FDI and opened

L ' L'"r_

A

markets. L
- Key role in ending India’s nuclear Ly
isolation. |

- Launched NREGA, RTI Act, and

National Rural Health Mission I ¥ ‘
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AWA R D s His reforms turned

India into a fast-
- Padma Vibhushan (1987). growing emerging

- Jawaharlal Nehru Birth Centenary Award (1995). market.

- Asia Money & Euro Money Awards (1993, 1994).

- Adam Smith Prize (1956). \ A

- Wright’s Prize (1955). 5\ ‘

- Honorary degrees from Cambridge and Oxford.

MANMOHAN SINGH:
LEADERSHIP AT A GLANCE

e Ended nuclear isolation, boosted
India-US relations.

e Boosted IT, manufacturing, and
diversification of the economy.

e Overcame opposition for the nuclear
deal; faced internal party struggles

e After stepping down in 2014, Singh

continued to be a respected figure in
Indian politics —
BY SAURABH PANDEY ‘ é
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Golden Visa
Programme

Recently, Spain's Congress has approved the
termination of the controversial Golden Visa
programme.

e A visais an official

Benefits: Allows high-net-worth
individuals (HNWIs) to live, work,

document that

study, and receive healthcare allows the bearer

with full legal residency rights. to legally enter a

foreign country.
Termination Reasons:

1.Rising property prices affecting local
housing affordability. stamped or glued

2.Misuse for money laundering and tax
evasion.

e The visais usually

into the bearer’s

passport.
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Kashmiri Papier-
Maché:

% “Srlnagar s papier mache artisans are crafting dodo
 figurines, a bird that became extinct in 1681._
Dodo is a national emblem In Maurltlus
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e Expanded usage during Mughal rule to include furniture
and larger items.

e Seen in notable locations like the Madin Sahib Mosque,
Shah Hamdan Mosque, and Shalimar Garden in Srinagar.

Made using paper pulp to desigh decorative items
like vases, bowls, trays, and lamp bases.
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