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Q1. With reference to the Public key cryptography consider the

following statements. (TheHindu)

1) Public key cryptography is also  called “symmetric encryption”.

2) It uses two different keys, unlike asymmetric encryption which uses a

single key for both encryption and decryption.

Which of the given statements is/are

correct.

A) 1 Only

B) 2 Only

C) Both 1 and 2

D) Neither 1 or 2







Topic → Cauvery-South Vellar Link Project: A Step Towards Sustainable Water Management

Introduction

The Cauvery-South Vellar Link project stands as a beacon of hope for water management in Tamil 
Nadu, aiming to address the pressing issue of water scarcity in the region. 

In a state where agriculture heavily relies on the availability of water, this project promises to be a 
transformative initiative. As we delve into its details, we’ll explore its significance, challenges, and 
the latest developments surrounding this ambitious venture.

Project Background

The roots of the Cauvery-South Vellar Link project trace back to the increasing demand for water in 
Tamil Nadu. 

With a growing population and agricultural needs, the necessity for a sustainable water 
management solution became paramount.



 Objectives:
 Ensure year-round water supply for irrigation.
 
 Alleviate water scarcity in drought-prone areas.
 
 Enhance the overall agricultural productivity of the region.

Current Status and Developments

As of now, the project has witnessed several key developments that have shaped its trajectory:

 Judicial Rulings: The Supreme Court's involvement has been crucial, as it examines the legalities 
surrounding land acquisition and environmental compliance.

 
 Government Actions: Recent government announcements have expedited land acquisition processes, 

aiming for a swift implementation of the project.
 
 Project Timeline: While initial phases are underway, the full completion is anticipated within the next few 

years, contingent on overcoming legal and environmental hurdles.



Environmental and Social Implications

The Cauvery-South Vellar Link project is not merely an infrastructural endeavor; it brings with it a myriad of social and 

environmental implications:

 Benefits for Agriculture:
 Increased water availability is expected to bolster agricultural yields, providing farmers with a reliable source of 

irrigation.

 This could lead to improved food security in the region.
 Impact on Local Communities:

 The project is poised to uplift local economies by ensuring consistent water flow for farming and related 

activities.

 However, it’s vital to address the concerns of communities that may be displaced due to land acquisitions.

 Environmental Concerns:
 Potential ecological impacts are under scrutiny, with activists calling for stringent assessments to protect local 

biodiversity.

 Mitigation strategies are being discussed to minimize adverse effects.





Topic →India's Sagar Initiative: Navigating the Maritime Future
Introduction to the Sagar Initiative

The Sagar Initiative (Security and Growth for All in the Region) is a cornerstone of India’s 
maritime policy, aimed at bolstering the nation’s presence in the Indian Ocean.

 Launched in 2015, this initiative encapsulates India's commitment to ensuring maritime 
security, fostering regional cooperation, and enhancing trade routes.

 Objectives:
 Strengthen maritime security
 Promote economic growth in the region
 Foster partnerships with neighboring countries

 Vision:
 A stable and secure Indian Ocean for all nations
 



Strategic Importance of the Sagar Initiative

The Sagar Initiative is pivotal for India, as it enhances its role as a maritime power in 
the Indian Ocean.

 Enhancing Maritime Security:
 Collaborative naval exercises with regional partners
 Surveillance and monitoring of maritime routes

 Regional Cooperation:
 Strengthening ties with neighboring countries like Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 

and Maldives
 Joint maritime patrols and information sharing

 Implications for Trade:
 Safeguarding crucial shipping lanes
 Promoting trade partnerships within the region
 





Topic → Rhodamine B: Health Risks and Global Regulations
Overview of Rhodamine B

 🍬 Health Risks: Rhodamine B is a synthetic dye associated with severe health risks, including DNA 
damage and cancer.

 
 🧪 Industrial Applications: Widely used in textiles, paper, and leather, it is also valued in scientific 

research for its fluorescent properties.
 
 🐭 Animal Research: Studies indicate that prolonged exposure in animals can result in tumor 

development in organs like the liver and bladder.
 
  FDA Regulations: The FDA has banned Rhodamine B in food products, reinforcing this ban in 

January 2025 due to its carcinogenic nature.
 
 👶 Children's Health: The ban was significantly influenced by concerns over children's exposure to the 

dye in processed foods.
 
  EU Restrictions: The European Union classifies it as a substance of very high concern, restricting its 

use in cosmetics and consumer goods.
 
 







Topic → The Withdrawal of French Troops from West Africa

Introduction

The winds of change are blowing through West Africa, and they carry the scent of 
independence. On January 1, 2024, Ivory Coast President Alassane Ouattara made a 
bold announcement: French troops would be withdrawing from the country by the end 
of the month. This decision is part of a larger trend, as countries like Chad and 
Senegal have also called for the removal of French military presence..

The Announcement of Withdrawal

Context of French Military Presence

France has maintained a military presence in its former colonies for decades, often 
under the guise of protecting these nations from insurgencies. However, the reality is 
more complex.



Historical Background

Since gaining independence, countries like Chad, Ivory Coast, and Senegal have 
been tied to France through various military agreements, often referred to as 
‘Françafrique’. This relationship has allowed France to exert considerable 
influence over these nations, but it has also led to growing resentment among the 
local populations.

Current Troop Deployments

As of now, France has approximately 1,000 troops in Chad, 600 in Ivory Coast, 
and 350 in Senegal. These troops have been involved in operations aimed at 
combating insurgent groups linked to the Islamic State and al-Qaeda. However, 
despite their presence, the insurgency has only intensified.



Reasons for Withdrawal Requests
National Sovereignty Concerns
One of the primary reasons for the withdrawal requests is the narrative surrounding 
national sovereignty. Leaders like Chad’s President Mahamat Daby have expressed 
that ending these defense agreements is akin to reclaiming their national 
sovereignty. Countries like Senegal and Ivory Coast are following suit, seeking a 
reciprocal relationship that respects their independence.
Public Dissatisfaction
Public sentiment plays a crucial role in this narrative. Many citizens in these 
countries feel that the French military presence has not only failed to quell the 
insurgency but has also led to increased anti-French sentiments. The call for 
withdrawal is a reflection of this growing dissatisfaction.



Shift Towards New Alliances

Interestingly, many West African nations are now looking to diversify their international relationships. 
Countries like Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso have begun forging military ties with Russian mercenaries, who 
are perceived as more favorable partners without the baggage of colonial history.

Implications for African Countries

End of French Influence

The withdrawal of French troops marks a significant turning point for Africa. It signals the end of decades of 
French influence in the region. However, the situation remains precarious, as countries like Mali, Niger, and 
Burkina Faso continue to struggle with insurgency despite the shift in military alliances.

Rise of Regional Alliances

The common anti-French sentiment may lead to the formation of stronger regional alliances, particularly 
among countries like Chad, Senegal, and Ivory Coast. This could pave the way for enhanced regional 
counter-terrorism efforts



Implications for France
The End of ‘Françafrique’
For France, this withdrawal signifies the obituary of ‘Françafrique’. Under President 
Emmanuel Macron, the focus has shifted towards maintaining a strong economic and 
diplomatic foothold, but the loss of military presence complicates this goal.

Decline in Political Influence
The decline in political influence is another significant concern for France. The support that 
President Ouattara has received from France since 2010 is now in jeopardy, especially with 
the reemergence of former president Gbagbo challenging political stability.

Impact on International Reputation
The waning military presence will also impact France’s international reputation. The French 
Armed Forces have long been seen as defenders of international values and human rights, 
but this image is now at risk.



The Larger Picture: European Influence in Africa

Competition with Russia and China

The withdrawal of French troops is not just a localized issue; it reflects a larger trend of 
waning European influence in Africa. With Russia and China stepping in to fill the void, the 
geopolitical landscape is shifting dramatically.

Future of European Foreign Policy

As Europe grapples with its own internal challenges, its foreign policy approach towards 
Africa may become more inward-looking. The competition from China and Russia will only 
intensify, making it crucial for European nations to reassess their strategies.

Conclusion

The withdrawal of French troops from West Africa is a significant development that marks a 
turning point in the region's history. It reflects a growing desire for independence and a shift 
towards new alliances. As the dust settles, both African nations and France will need to 
navigate this new reality carefully.



Mapping 

Ipanema Beach is a famous beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.





Topic →Pakistan's New Social Media Legislation
Key Highlights of the Legislation

 🏛 Legislation Passed: Pakistan's Lower House of Parliament has approved a controversial 
Bill that enhances government control over social media.

 
 🚨 Imprisonment for Disinformation: The Bill allows for imprisonment of users for up to three 

years for spreading disinformation.
 
  Opposition Walkout: The Bill was expedited following a walkout by Opposition lawmakers 

who protested against the law.
 
 🗣 Freedom of Speech Concerns: Critics, including human rights activists, argue that the law 

threatens freedom of speech and expands executive power over content.
 
 



 
 📜 Platform Registration Required: Social media platforms are now required to register with a 

regulatory authority under the new law.
 
 ⚖ Penalties for Disinformation: Disinformation is criminalized under the law, with penalties 

including fines and imprisonment.
 
 🛡 Government's Justification: The ruling government defends the legislation as a necessary 

measure to combat misinformation and hate speech.

Summary

 Overview: Pakistan's Parliament has passed a Bill that grants extensive control over social 
media, allowing imprisonment for disinformation, amidst concerns over freedom of speech.
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