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Q. With reference to the impact of weakening of Atlantic Meridional Oceanic Circulation 
consider the following statements. (The Hindu)

1) Increase strength of water surface cycle.

2) Increased frequency of extreme weather events.

3) Warming at Temperate regions.

4) Weaken the northward Gulf Stream

5) Coriolis of Earth affected

How many of the given statements are impacts of weak AMOC.

A) Only two

B) Only three

C) Only four

D) All five
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 Topic → The Z-Morh tunnel 
 

 🛣 The Z-Morh tunnel is a significant infrastructure project in India.
 
 🌄 It is located in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
 
 🚧 The tunnel aims to improve connectivity between Srinagar and Sonamarg.
 
 🌧 It is designed to facilitate year-round travel, overcoming challenges posed by 

heavy snowfall.
 
 🏗 The project is part of a broader initiative to enhance road infrastructure in the 

region.
 



 📅 Construction of the tunnel began in 2018 and is expected to be completed in 
the near future.

 
 🌍 The Z-Morh tunnel is expected to boost tourism and economic development 

in the area.

Summary: The Z-Morh tunnel is an important infrastructure project in Jammu and 
Kashmir aimed at improving year-round connectivity between Srinagar and 
Sonamarg





Topic → Understanding Tax Terrorism:

Tax terrorism refers to the oppressive and excessive taxation practices that 
governments impose on their citizens, leading to widespread discontent.

 Political Context: Recent allegations by the Congress party in India highlight 
concerns over the Goods and Services Tax (GST) as a form of tax terrorism.

 
 Public Sentiment: Citizens often feel overwhelmed by the tax burden, 

prompting calls for reform.
 
 Global Perspective: This concept is not limited to India; various countries face 

similar accusations regarding their tax systems



The Global Perspective on Tax Terrorism:

Tax terrorism is a recurring theme in various countries, particularly in emerging 
economies where tax systems can be convoluted and punitive.

 Comparative Analysis: Other nations have also faced backlash for their tax 
regimes, with citizens often feeling exploited.

 
 International Reactions: Global organizations have begun to address these 

concerns, advocating for fairer taxation practices.







Topic→ Genome India: A Landmark Initiative
🧬 Database Overview: India has compiled a database of 10,000 human genomes from 
83 population groups, representing about 2% of its 4,600 population groups.

 
 🌍 Global Accessibility: The 'Genome India' database is accessible to global 

researchers and is housed at the Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC) in Faridabad, 
Haryana.

 
 📊 Genetic Variants: Initial analysis reveals approximately 27 million low-frequency 

variants, with 7 million unique to this database compared to global references.
 
🧪 Research and Medicine: The primary aim is to facilitate research on diseases and 
enhance precision medicine, as highlighted by Union Minister Jitendra Singh.

 
 



 🔒 Data Privacy: Access to the genomes requires a proposal reviewed by an 
independent panel, ensuring adherence to data sharing and privacy policies.

 
 📈 Economic Impact: Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the project as 

"historic," emphasizing its potential to boost India's biotechnology economy and 
manufacturing.

 
 🌱 Future Expansion: Experts suggest the possibility of expanding the database to 

include up to a million genomes to better understand India's genetic diversity



The Significance of Human Genome Data

Human genome data is not merely a collection of genetic information; it represents a 
monumental leap in our understanding of biology and medicine. Here are key points to 
consider:

 Personalized Medicine: The ability to tailor medical treatments to individual genetic 
profiles enhances therapeutic efficacy and minimizes adverse effects. This is a 
game-changer in conditions like cancer, where genomic data can guide targeted 
therapies.

 
 Disease Prevention: By understanding genetic predispositions, we can identify 

at-risk populations and implement preventive measures, thus improving public health 
outcomes.

 
 



 Research Advancements: Genomic data fuels research in various fields, 
including medicine, anthropology, and evolutionary biology, leading to 
groundbreaking discoveries and innovations.

 
 Ethical Considerations: The collection and use of genomic data raise ethical 

questions regarding privacy, consent, and data security, necessitating robust 
frameworks to protect individuals' rights





Ethical Principles in Genomic Data

The World Health Organization has established new principles for the ethical 
collection and sharing of human genomic data, emphasizing the need for 
transparency and respect for individuals' privacy.

 Informed Consent: Individuals should be fully informed about how their data will 
be used.

 
 Data Security: Robust measures must be in place to protect sensitive 

information.
 
 Equity in Access: Ensuring that genomic innovations benefit all populations, not 

just a select few





Topic → Supreme Court Ruling: A Paradigm Shift in Disability Rights 
Accessibility
The Court's Decision in Rajive Raturi v. Union of India

The Supreme Court's ruling in Rajive Raturi v. Union of India (2024) has sent ripples 
across the landscape of disability rights. 

The Court deemed Rule 15 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Rules, 
2017, unconstitutional. 

The ruling highlighted that the discretionary tone of the Rule contradicted the 
mandatory obligations outlined in the RPwD Act, 2016.

 



 Key Points of the Ruling:
 Rule 15's discretionary nature undermines mandatory provisions in 

Sections 40, 44, 45, 46, and 89 of the Act.
 
 Accessibility guidelines issued by various ministries risk becoming mere 

suggestions rather than enforceable standards.
 
 The Court has mandated the government to formulate minimum 

accessibility requirements within three months.

This landmark decision underscores the urgent necessity for a unified approach to 
accessibility, moving away from siloed guidelines that fail to genuinely serve the 
needs of individuals with disabilities



Understanding Accessibility vs. Reasonable Accommodation

Accessibility and reasonable accommodation are two pivotal concepts rooted in the principle of 
substantive equality. Recognizing the distinction and interdependence of these terms is essential 
for enhancing the lives of individuals with disabilities.

 Accessibility:
 Refers to the built environment's design, ensuring that all spaces are usable by 

everyone.
 Encompasses proactive measures, creating standardized accessibility protocols from the 

outset.
 Reasonable Accommodation:

 Involves adjustments or modifications tailored to meet individual needs in specific 
contexts.

 Acts as a facilitator, ensuring that those who encounter barriers can still engage fully 
within their environment.

The Supreme Court’s ruling emphasizes that both concepts are complementary; while accessibility 
establishes a strong foundation, reasonable accommodation addresses specific challenges



The Need for Mandatory Accessibility Standards

The Supreme Court's ruling has illuminated the critical necessity for mandatory 
accessibility standards. Discretionary guidelines have historically led to 
inconsistencies and inadequate implementation.

 
 Implications of the Ruling:

 Accessibility requirements must be clearly defined and non-negotiable.
 The government is expected to articulate minimum standards that apply 

universally to all sectors, ensuring that no individual is left behind.

Implementing mandatory standards will streamline accessibility across various 
domains, including housing, transportation, and public infrastructure, thereby 
fostering an inclusive environment for all.



Barriers to Accessibility: Tangible and Intangible

Barriers to accessibility manifest in both tangible and intangible forms, affecting 
individuals in various ways. The RPwD Act defines barriers broadly, recognizing both 
physical and attitudinal obstacles.

 Tangible Barriers:
 Physical infrastructure issues, such as lack of ramps or elevators.
 Inaccessible public transportation systems.

 
 Intangible Barriers:

 Societal attitudes that perpetuate discrimination.
 Lack of awareness and understanding about disabilities.

Addressing both types of barriers is paramount for achieving true inclusivity and 
ensuring that everyone can navigate their environment with ease



The Evolution of Universal Design

Universal design transcends the traditional focus on disability, advocating for 
inclusivity across all vulnerable communities.

 
 Key Aspects:

 
 Universal design considers the diverse needs of individuals, including 

women, children, and the elderly.
 It promotes an environment where accessibility is inherent rather than an 

afterthought.

Understanding universal design as a holistic approach fosters a culture of inclusivity, 
ensuring that everyone can benefit from accessible environments and products.





Topic →The Implications of Section 152 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita:

Understanding Section 152 of the BNS

Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita criminalizes acts that threaten the sovereignty, 
unity, and integrity of India. While it aims to curb secessionist and subversive activities, its 
vagueness raises significant concerns.

 Definition and Scope:
 Criminalizes acts that incite secession or armed rebellion.
 Targets activities that might encourage separatism.

 



Comparison with Previous Sedition Laws:

 Unlike IPC Section 124A, which explicitly defined sedition, Section 152 
lacks precise parameters.

 This ambiguity poses risks of arbitrary enforcement.

As the Rajasthan High Court highlighted, the specter of sedition remains 
prevalent, casting a shadow over dissenting opinion

Overview of Tejender Pal Singh v. State of Rajasthan

The case of Tejender Pal Singh v. State of Rajasthan (2024) has raised critical 
questions about the balance between national security and individual freedoms. 
The Rajasthan High Court's decision serves as a reminder of the delicate line that 
must be walked when it comes to laws that can potentially stifle free speech





Understanding Section 152 of the BNS

What Does Section 152 Criminalize?

Section 152 of the BNS criminalizes acts that excite secession, armed rebellion, 
and subversive activities. It also targets actions that encourage feelings of 
separatism or threaten the sovereignty and integrity of India. While it does not 
explicitly mention sedition, the implications are clear: dissent could be criminalized 
under this new framework.

The Shadow of Sedition

Despite the absence of the term 'sedition' in the BNS, the specter of sedition 
looms large. The Rajasthan High Court's recent decision suggests that the 
potential for misuse of Section 152 is akin to the previous sedition laws, which 
have historically been used to silence dissent.



Legal Ambiguities and Potential for Misuse

The vagueness of Section 152 presents a fertile ground for interpretive abuses, 
particularly in a politically charged environment.

 Vague Terminology:
 Terms like "endangering sovereignty" lack clear definitions.
 This can lead to arbitrary legal actions against critics.

 
 Case Studies:

 Historical misuse of IPC Section 124A serves as a cautionary tale.
 Data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) illustrates the 

disproportionate application of sedition laws



Judicial Precedents and Interpretations

The judiciary has historically navigated the delicate balance between national 
security and free expression.

 Key Supreme Court Cases:
 Balwant Singh v. State of Punjab (1995): Established a direct causal 

nexus for sedition.
 Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar (1962): Differentiated between 

disloyalty and criticism.
 Implications for Section 152:

 The absence of safeguards in Section 152 necessitates guidance from past 
judicial interpretations.

The Supreme Court must step in to delineate the contours of Section 152, 
preventing it from becoming a tool for silencing dissent



The Chilling Effect on Free Speech and Dissent

With the rise of social media, the potential for misuse of Section 152 escalates.

 Impact on Criticism:
 Public figures and activists may face legal repercussions for legitimate 

criticism.
 The fear of prosecution can stifle open discourse.

 Role of Social Media:
 Amplifies dissenting voices but also increases vulnerability to legal actions.
 A single post can lead to severe consequences under Section 152.

Protecting free speech is paramount in a vibrant democracy. We must safeguard 
our right to dissent and debate.



Recommendations for Safeguards

To prevent the misuse of Section 152, several recommendations can be made:

 Judicial Guidelines:
 Establish clear definitions for vague terms in Section 152.
 Create a framework for assessing the impact of speech before prosecution.

 Protecting Dissent:
 Foster an environment where criticism is welcomed rather than punished.
 Encourage public discourse and debate on contentious issues.

The future of democracy hinges on our ability to engage in critical discussions 
without fear of reprisal.



Conclusion

The Rajasthan High Court's scrutiny of Section 152 serves as a critical reminder of 
the delicate balance between national security and the fundamental right to free 
speech. 

As we navigate this complex legal landscape, it is imperative to uphold the principles 
of dissent and open dialogue in our society.





Topic →India's GDP Growth Forecast for 2024-25: What You 
Need to Know
Introduction

The latest advance estimates from India’s National Statistics Office (NSO) have 
stirred significant conversations in economic circles, revealing a distinct decline in 
the nation’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate.

 For the fiscal year 2024-25, the anticipated growth rate is pegged at 6.4%, a stark 
drop from the 8.2% recorded in the previous year. 

This adjustment not only deviates from the 6.5% to 7% forecast made in the 
Economic Survey of July 2024 but also raises critical concerns about the trajectory 
of India’s economic landscape



Data Discrepancies and Challenges

One of the most pressing issues highlighted by experts is the discrepancies in official 
GDP calculations. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has raised alarms about the 
methodologies employed in estimating real GDP, specifically criticizing the reliance on 
the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) as a deflator. This reliance has led to 
inconsistencies, complicating the analysis of economic trends.

 Recommendations:
 Transitioning to the Producer Price Index (PPI) for better accuracy.
 Addressing seasonal adjustments and historical data revisions to enhance 

reliability.
Observations:

 Corporate tax cuts have not translated into significant investment boosts.
 There remains a disproportionate allocation of capital towards non-productive 

sectors.



 Sector-specific Insights:
 Agriculture: After a brief period of double-digit growth, it has returned to 

cyclical fluctuations.
 Manufacturing: Witnessing a decline in GVA growth, reflecting broader 

economic malaise.
 Services: Sectors like retail, transport, and finance are also feeling the pinch.

 Critical Factors:
 Tax Revenue Shortfalls: Only 56% of the net tax revenue target was achieved 

by November 2024.
 Capital Expenditure: Less than half of the planned ₹11.11 trillion capex was 

utilized.



 Policy Recommendations:
 Enhance Taxation: A shift towards a more progressive tax regime could 

alleviate some fiscal pressures.
 Focus on Productive Investment: Directing funds into sectors that spur 

growth rather than speculative markets.
 Transparency in Data Reporting: Improving the credibility of economic 

indicators is essential for restoring investor confidence.

 Investment Trends:
 Private Sector Investment: Reportedly sluggish, with a disproportionate 

focus on residential and non-productive assets.
 Public Sector vs. Private Sector: Historically, public investment has 

outpaced private investments, raising concerns about the sustainability of 
growth.
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Q. With reference to the impact of weakening of Atlantic Meridional Oceanic Circulation 
consider the following statements. (The Hindu)

1) Increase strength of water surface cycle.

2) Increased frequency of extreme weather events.

3) Warming at Temperate regions.

4) Weaken the northward Gulf Stream

5) Coriolis of Earth affected

How many of the given statements are impacts of weak AMOC.

A) Only two

B) Only three

C) Only four                            >>>>Q. Ans: D

D) All five  >>>>>>
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