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Q. Depsang and Demchok are involved in disputes between India and China 
belong to which among the following region.

(The Hindu)

A) Ladakh

B) Sikkim

C) Arunachal Pradesh

D) Uttarakhand
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Topic → ISRO's PSLV C60/SpaDeX Mission Overview

🚀 Launch Details

 Mission: PSLV C60/SpaDeX
 Launch Time: Monday at 9:58 p.m.
 Location: Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota

🛰 Space Docking Experiment

 Objective: First attempt at Space Docking Experiment (SpaDeX)
 Significance: Demonstrates in-space docking with two small spacecraft



🌌 Technological Milestone

 Goal: Advance India's space docking capabilities
 Importance: Crucial for satellite servicing and interplanetary exploration

󰥗 Future Missions

 Applications: Essential for lunar missions and Indian space station operations

⚖ Spacecraft Specifications

 Spacecraft: Chaser (SDX01) and Target (SDX02)
 Weight: Each approximately 220 kg
 Orbit: 470-km circular orbit



⏳ Separation and Docking Process

 Timeline:
 SDX02 separates 15 minutes post-launch
 SDX01 follows
 Docking expected in the first week of January

📦 Additional Payloads

 Payloads: 24 PS4-Orbital Experiment Module payloads

Summary: ISRO's PSLV C60/SpaDeX mission is set to launch two small spacecraft to 
demonstrate in-space docking technology, a critical step for future space exploration 
endeavors





Topic → The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Its Ambitious 
Plans for 2024

Introduction to ISRO's Vision

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is gearing up for an exhilarating end to 
2024, with plans to launch missions that will not only test groundbreaking technologies 
but also lay the groundwork for future interplanetary and human spaceflight endeavors. 
With aspirations that have been delayed for years, ISRO is determined to make 
significant strides in the realm of space exploration.

The Importance of Human Spaceflight

Well, it’s not just about sending astronauts into space; it’s about pushing the boundaries 
of what we know and can achieve. Human spaceflight opens doors to new scientific 
discoveries, technological advancements, and even international collaborations. It’s a 
leap into the unknown that can yield benefits for humanity as a whole.



Mission Updates

PSLV-C59 Mission Overview

One of the most recent highlights in ISRO's journey is the PSLV-C59 mission. This 
mission was dedicated to NewSpace India Ltd. (NSIL) and successfully placed the 
European Space Agency’s (ESA) Proba-3 spacecraft into a highly elliptical orbit.

Launch Details

The PSLV-C59 lifted off from the Satish Dhawan Space Center at 4:04 PM IST on 
December 5, 2024. Just 18 minutes post-launch, the mission achieved its goal, 
showcasing ISRO’s prowess in launching spacecraft into complex orbits.



Significance of the Proba-3 Spacecraft

The Proba-3 mission, which stands for ‘Project for Onboard Autonomy,’ is a significant 
step in demonstrating advanced satellite technologies. The successful telemetry 
reception from the Yatharagga station in Australia right after separation is a testament to 
the mission's success.

Gaganyaan Mission Progress

Historical Context of Gaganyaan

The Gaganyaan mission is a cornerstone of ISRO's human spaceflight program. Back in 
2014, ISRO aimed to test the capabilities of its Launch Vehicle Mark 3 (LVM-3) through a 
suborbital flight. This mission was crucial for understanding how to navigate through the 
Earth's atmosphere and safely return.



Current Developments

Fast forward to December 18, 2024, ISRO began assembling the human-rated LVM-3 
(HLVM-3) for its first uncrewed mission. This marks a significant milestone in the Gaganyaan 
program, as it prepares for the first orbital module mission.

Upcoming Missions

PSLV-C60 SpaDeX Mission

As 2024 progresses, ISRO is also preparing for the PSLV-C60 mission, scheduled for 
December 30, 2024. This mission, known as SpaDeX (Space Docking Experiment), aims to 
demonstrate in-orbit docking capabilities.

Mission Objectives

The PSLV-C60 will carry two satellites, dubbed ‘Chaser’ and ‘Target,’ which will rendezvous 
in low Earth orbit. This mission is crucial for future projects like the Bharatiya Antariksh 
Station (BAS) and Chandrayaan-4.



Payloads and Experiments

The PSLV-C60 will also carry over 20 payloads designed by various ISRO centers and 
private companies. These payloads will conduct a range of experiments, further 
enhancing ISRO's capabilities in space technology.

POEM-4 and Its Payloads

Innovative Experiments

The PSLV Orbital Experimental Module (POEM-4) will carry 24 payloads, including 
innovative experiments like the ‘Walking Robotic Arm’ and the Debris Capture Robotic 
Manipulator. These experiments aim to push the boundaries of robotics and 
environmental monitoring in space.



Looking Ahead to 2025

The Significance of 2025 for ISRO

The year 2025 is poised to be a landmark year for ISRO, with the launch of the first 
uncrewed HLVM-3 missions. This could potentially lead to the first Indian in space since 
Rakesh Sharma in 1984.

Future Missions and Collaborations

In addition to the HLVM-3 missions, ISRO is also collaborating with NASA for the innovative SAR 
mission, promising an action-packed year ahead.

Conclusion

As we look forward to the end of 2024 and beyond, ISRO's ambitious plans are not just about 
reaching new heights in space; they are about inspiring a generation and paving the way for future 
explorations. With each mission, ISRO is not just launching rockets; it’s launching dreams.





Topic --The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 
2024
Introduction to the Bill

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024, recently tabled in the 
Lok Sabha, is a significant legislative proposal that aims to revolutionize the electoral 
landscape in India. This ambitious reform seeks to synchronize elections for the Lok Sabha 
and State/Union Territory Legislative Assemblies by inserting Article 82(A) into the Constitution. 
But what does this mean for the average citizen? Let’s dive into the details.

Key Provisions of the Bill

Simultaneous Elections Explained

At its core, the Bill proposes that elections for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies occur 
simultaneously. This means that if the Lok Sabha or a State Assembly is dissolved before its 
five-year term, mid-term elections will only cover the remainder of the original tenure. This 
could potentially streamline the electoral process and reduce the frequency of elections.



Amendments to Existing Articles

The Bill also amends Articles 83, 172, and 327, with changes set to take effect 
from an ‘appointed date’ after the 2029 general elections, initiating simultaneous 
elections in 2034. Additionally, a second Bill, the Union Territories Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, aligns the tenure of Union Territories’ legislative 
Assemblies with the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

The Rationale Behind the Bill

Administrative Efficiency

One of the primary motivations behind this proposal is to enhance administrative 
efficiency. By synchronizing elections, the government hopes to reduce the 
logistical challenges and costs associated with conducting multiple elections in a 
short span of time.



Reducing Election Fatigue

Let’s face it; frequent elections can lead to voter fatigue. The ONOE (One Nation, One 
Election) initiative aims to alleviate this issue, making the electoral process less 
cumbersome for both voters and the administration.

The Concept of Representative Democracy

What is Representative Democracy?

Representative democracy is a system where citizens elect representatives to make 
decisions on their behalf. It’s built on the principles of free and fair elections, political 
accountability, and the protection of individual rights. In a diverse country like India, this 
form of governance is crucial.



Challenges Faced by Representative Democracy

However, representative democracy is not without its challenges. A recent Pew Research 
Center study highlighted widespread disillusionment with democratic systems across various 
nations, including India. Citizens are increasingly questioning the effectiveness of their 
representatives, leading some to explore alternatives like direct democracy or even 
authoritarian regimes.

Critique by Jayaprakash Narayan

Key Defects in Parliamentary Democracy

Jayaprakash Narayan, a prominent figure in Indian politics, critiqued parliamentary democracy 
in his work, "A Plea for Reconstruction of Indian Polity." He argued that the reliance on 
individual voting creates an ‘atomized society’ where fragmented politics overshadow the 
collective national interest. He pointed out several defects, including the risks of minority 
governments and the centralization of power.



The Importance of Inclusivity in Reforms

Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy

For reforms as significant as ONOE, inclusivity is paramount. The Pre-Legislative 
Consultation Policy, established in 2014, mandates a minimum 30-day period for public 
feedback on proposed legislation. This is crucial for ensuring that diverse views are 
considered.

Shortcomings in the ONOE Process

Unfortunately, the process for ONOE fell short of these standards. Citizens were given 
only 10 days to respond to the proposal, and there was a lack of explanatory material to 
help them understand the implications of the Bill. This raises concerns about the 
inclusivity of the reform process.



Implications for Indian Democracy

Centralization vs. Federalism

The ONOE Bill raises critical questions about the balance of power in Indian democracy. 
Synchronizing elections could lead to a centralization of power, potentially undermining the 
federal spirit of the Constitution. State-specific issues may be overshadowed by national 
narratives.

The Need for Electoral Accountability

Frequent elections enhance accountability by allowing voters to evaluate their representatives 
regularly. However, simultaneous elections could dilute this accountability, making it essential 
to consider the long-term implications of such reforms.



Conclusion

In conclusion, while the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024, 
aims to streamline the electoral process and reduce election fatigue, it raises significant 
questions about the inclusivity and representative nature of Indian democracy. As we move 
forward, it’s crucial to ensure that reforms do not compromise the democratic principles that 
underpin our society.





Topic →holding judges accountable

Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968
The Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, establishes a framework for addressing allegations of 
misconduct against judges. This mechanism is crucial for ensuring that judges are held 
accountable for their actions, but it is fraught with challenges.
Structure of the Review Committee
The review process is conducted by a three-member committee, which includes a 
Supreme Court judge, a Chief Justice of a High Court, and an eminent jurist. This 
structure aims to provide a balanced and fair assessment of the allegations.
Process of Impeachment
However, the process is initiated only after a successful impeachment motion is moved 
in either the Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha, which adds layers of complexity and 
potential political influence to the proceedings.



Historical Context of Judicial Accountability
Justice V. Ramaswami's Case
The case of Justice V. Ramaswami serves as a significant historical reference point. He 
was found guilty of extravagant spending and misconduct, yet the impeachment motion 
against him failed due to political maneuvering.
Findings and Consequences
Despite being found guilty, Ramaswami continued to serve as a judge, highlighting the 
inadequacies of the accountability mechanisms in place. This case set a troubling 
precedent for future judicial conduct.
Other Notable Cases
Other judges, such as Justice Soumitra Sen and Chief Justice P.D. Dinakaran, also 
faced impeachment motions but managed to resign before accountability could be 
enforced, further complicating the landscape of judicial accountability in India.



The Challenges of Accountability
Resignation vs. Impeachment
The ability of judges to resign before facing impeachment raises questions about the 
effectiveness of the current system. Unlike elected officials, judges can evade accountability, 
which undermines public trust in the judiciary.

The Role of the Forum for Judicial Accountability
Organizations like the Forum for Judicial Accountability have advocated for reforms to ensure 
that judicial misconduct is addressed thoroughly, regardless of a judge's resignation. They 
argue that accountability is essential for maintaining public confidence in the judicial system.

Conclusion
The speech by Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav has brought to light the pressing need for reform 
in the mechanisms that hold judges accountable in India. As the judiciary plays a crucial role in 
upholding democracy, ensuring its integrity is paramount. The current system, with its loopholes 
and political entanglements, must evolve to foster greater accountability and transparency.
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