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30 people drowned per hour in 2021, says WHO

Zubeda Hamid
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) published its
first-ever global status re-
port on drowning preven-
tion on Friday.

The report, released at
an event in Geneva, reveals
that three lakh people died
by drowning in 2021
around the world (an esti-
mated 30 every hour).

Close to 92% of such
deaths took place in low-
and middle-income coun-
tries, disproportionately
affecting the poor and mar-
ginalised. The WHO’s
South-East Asia Region
(which includes India) saw
83,000 deaths, or 28% of
the global burden.

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, via video confe-
rence, said the report pro-
vided a snapshot of the
global burden of drown-
ing. Countries could use
the report to raise aware-
ness, guide implementa-
tion strategies and track
progress on drowning pre-

Lurking danger: Unmindful of the risk and warning board, people
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vention, he said.

Compiled with the parti-
cipation of 139 countries -
including India - the report
found that while drowning
deaths declined 38% since
2000, the progress had
been uneven and the pace
slow. The WHO’s European
Region, for instance, saw a
68% drop, while the South-
East Asia Region saw a de-
cline of 48%.

Children at risk

Primarily at risk are chil-
dren and young people.
Children aged under five

accounted for the single
largest share of drowning
deaths (24%), with a furth-
er 19% of deaths among
children aged five to 14,
and 14% among young peo-
ple aged 15 to 29.

The report notes that
globally, drowning is the
fourth leading cause of
death for children in the
age group of one-four and
the third leading cause of
death for children aged five
to 14.

Even these staggering
numbers however, are an
underestimate, notes Caro-

line Lukaszyk, technical of-
ficer, WHO, as the report
does not capture deaths by
drowning owing to natural
disasters such as flooding,
and those that occur on
water transport, primarily
due to a lack of accurate
data. With vulnerability to
flooding increasing due to
climate change - and 75%
of flooding deaths known
to be due to drowning -
this is a priority on the
drowning prevention agen-
da, she says.

Training crucial

The report also states that
while encouragingly, the
WHO’s  evidence-based
drowning prevention inter-
ventions are being imple-
mented in many countries,
the implementation is to
varying degrees. For in-
stance, only 33% of coun-
tries offer national pro-
grammes to train
bystanders in safe rescue
and resuscitation, and just
22% integrate swimming
and water safety training
into their school curricu-
lum. Quality data collec-

tion also remains a
challenge.

More than 7.2 million
people, mainly children,
could die due to this “silent
killer” by the year 2050 if
current trends continue.
Yet almost all drowning
deaths are preventable,
the report states, highlight-
ing that political will and
investment in drowning
prevention are critical to
save lives. Providing day
care for pre-school chil-
dren and teaching school
students basic swimming
skills could help protect
millions of lives, it says.

Developed in response
to a member-state request
made through a World
Health Assembly Resolu-
tion 76.18 (2023) and fund-
ed by Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, the report
underscores that drowning
is a complex health issue
that requires the involve-
ment of multiple sectors to
address the broad range of
risk factors. Legislation,
even when it exists, is often
out of step with the scale of
the challenge, it says.




Topic — Global Drowning Prevention Report

Key Findings

¢» Global Impact: The WHO's first global status report on drowning prevention reveals
that 300,000 people drowned in 2021, equating to approximately 30 every hour.

\_ Regional Disparities: A staggering 92% of drowning deaths occurred in low- and
middle-income countries. The South-East Asia Region, including India, accounted for
83,000 deaths (28% of the global total).

2 Vulnerable Populations: Children are disproportionately affected, with those under
five representing 24% of drowning deaths, and 19% among children aged five to 14.

.| Trends Over Time: Drowning deaths have declined by 38% since 2000. However,
progress is uneven; the European Region saw a 68% drop, while South-East Asia
experienced a 48% decline.
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£ Underreporting Issues: Many drowning deaths are underreported, especially those [t
related to natural disasters and water transport, issues exacerbated by climate change.
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2. Preventive Measures: Only 33% of countries have national programs for bystander
training in rescue and resuscitation, and just 22% include swimming and water safety in
school curricula.

€9 Future Projections: If current trends persist, over 7.2 million people, mainly children,
could die from drowning by 2050, highlighting the urgent need for political will and
investment in prevention strategies.

Summary

The WHO's report underscores the global drowning crisis, with a significant impact on children
in low-income regions, and calls for immediate action to implement effective prevention
strategies



Wounding the spirit of the Constitution of India

e, the people of India, having
solemnly resolved to constitute
India into a sovereign, socialist,
secular, democratic, republic,
and to secure to all its citizens justice, liberty, and
equality and promote fraternity among all, have
been witness to a mockery being made of our
constitutional compact, in full public view, at an
event organised within the precincts of a
constitutional court, the Allahabad High Court.

Distancing ourselves would be a disservice
We have witnessed a sitting judge brazenly
challenge the spirit and letter of the Constitution
of India, in a speech that is nothing but a dog
whistle that guarantees impunity to the mobs that
will act on his words and views — and have been
acting on words such as his emanating from the
seats of power. The venom that Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, judge of the Allahabad High Court,
spewed on the precincts of the court, has been
widely reported in the media. Members of
Parliament in the Opposition have initiated an
impeachment motion against the judge, the
Supreme Court of India has called for a report,
and concerned citizens have written to the Chief
Justice of India.

None of this, however, captures the sense of
collective shock, dismay and grief that it is even
possible for this level of public humiliation,
violent, incendiary, genocidal street-talk to
emerge from a seat of justice under the
Constitution. For that is what it is. And it is really
time to seek remedies against an incitement to
violence of this nature as a part of our solemn
affirmation as citizens who gave to ourselves this
Constitution. The ‘sludge’ that was passed as
learned judicial speech is an assault on the
citizens of India and not an attack on Muslims or
minorities or urban naxals or protesters or just
any particular group that has become the latest
target of mob violence/public incitement. This is
not Justice Yadav’s views on Muslims, nor is this a
case of just one rotten apple. In distancing
ourselves from his comments, we do profound
disservice to our autonomous and independent
determination of the terms on which the
collective ‘we’ is constituted in this country called
India that is Bharat.

Justice Yadav’s speech is an act of wounding. It
is a speech that inflicts deep harms on all of us: in
terms of how we experience the life of the mind,
knowledge, convivial living and spiritual

Kalpana
Kannabiran

a sociologist based
in Hyderabad

‘We' the people
of India must
not read down
Justice S.K.
Yadav's speech
and allow it to
pass as
something that
is
inconsequential

fulfilment in a shared space, the boundaries of
which are not determined by narrow walls and
fences of bigotry. and in terms of the injuries that
religious bigotry inflicts on shifting targets — on
people, our lived lives, our dwellings, our
worksites, our neighbourhoods and our places of
worship. We have also seen the disastrous effects
of soft bigotry as a trigger to moby/state violence,
especially in the case of places of worship.

Let us not read down Justice Yadav’s speech
and allow it to pass as something that is
inconsequential. It is not something that can be
adequately answered by the High Court that
offered the space and the possibility for this — a
High Court that did not rise in one voice to
condemn and censure a member of the Bench for
speaking genocide and atrocity. This is a court
that ought to have written to the Chief Justice of
India condemning Justice Yadav’s speech long
before the Supreme Court demanded a report in
response to the petitioning and the protests by
citizens who took note of the speech and
mobilised action given the exceedingly slow
wheel of the law.

It calls for a different order of collective judicial
accountability. Nor can this act be adequately
redressed by subjecting it to the low, anodyne
chiding that is whispered by the judicial fraternity
alone within court halls that allow restricted
entry. We have seen the consequences of dog
whistles of this kind over the past decade and the
irreparable harms they bring in their wake. We
also know that mobilising around the
Constitution and its core values together as
ordinary citizens, elected citizens and judicial
citizens, speaking a shared language across
vernaculars and faiths, is the only way of
effectively affirming our collective and individual
human dignity and the unity and integrity of this
country — India that is Bharat.

A commons

This writer has long argued that the Constitution
of India, and our rights and responsibilities as
citizens, take shape through a deep connection
between the intellectual history of
constitutionalism and a grounding of that history
in our evolving present-futures. Neither
constitutional interpretation nor the delineation
of our rights need be shackled by narrow
reference to precedents and prior judicial
wisdom alone, since the spirit of the Constitution
(and indeed the Constitution itself) is not judicial

property, but is a commons. It is urgent that we
think of the Constitution-as-commons — that a
shared ownership and shared understanding
govern its use to further the common good which
is set out in the Preamble and in the philosophy
of civil disobedience of various hues. Satyagraha
is our collective inheritance — Gandhi, B.R.
Ambedkar, Maulana Azad, Jaipal Munda,
Dakshayani Velayudhan, Anis Kidwai, A.K.
Gopalan....

It is not just rulers but when people who sit on
judicial seats speak the undisguised tongue of
rulers and the mobs, disobedience is the
constitutional route to recuperation. If norms of
‘judicial propriety’ have come undone, Justice
S.K. Yadav of the Allahabad High Court has
scripted its ruination. In the resulting crisis that
‘judicial propriety’ finds itself in, the only
resurrection is through the grammar of civil
disobedience. Inquiries, explanations, reports,
and measured censure will amount to nothing.
Impeachment is a good move, but is only
symbolic; it is destined to fail when Justice
Yadav’s political masters have a brute majority in
Parliament, unless of course we have an
unprecedented and unlikely action by members
of the ruling alliance standing with the
Constitution.

The outlines of a response

It is of course a sad comment that S.K. Yadav, as a
judge, has political masters. This alone should
trigger some deep reflection and public
discussion by citizen judges, since the barrier
between judicial and political speech (and space)
has been breached. Taking this further, in
reinstating the dignity compass and rejecting
public humiliation in judicial conduct and
speech, we need to think through public and
judicial action that will draw on the wellsprings of
our inheritance of civil disobedience and
satyagraha. We must craft tactical resistance by
refusing to allow a person who speaks this
language to judge our cases or judge with us. The
‘We’ that opens the Preamble to the Indian
Constitution is not a ‘we’ that is a motley group of
people identified randomly (with or without their
consent) as Hindu.

The ‘We’ is a constitutionally constituted
people. A non-denominational, plural, dizzyingly
heterogeneous, and diverse beyond measure
people who believe in the spirit of the
Constitution and its core values.

SAURABH PANDEY




Topic — Understanding the Constitution as a Commons

The Constitution of India is not just a legal document; it's a living entity that reflects
our collective aspirations and struggles. This writer has long argued that our rights
and responsibilities as citizens are deeply intertwined with the intellectual history of
constitutionalism. It's essential to recognize that the Constitution is a commons, a
shared space where every citizen has a stake.

The Intellectual History of Constitutionalism

The roots of constitutionalism in India are rich and complex. They draw from various
philosophical traditions and historical contexts, shaping our understanding of
governance and rights. This history is not static; it evolves as we navigate our
present and future.



The Evolution of Rights and Responsibilities
Our rights are not merely granted; they are earned through struggle and dialogue.
The responsibilities that accompany these rights are equally vital, as they ensure
that we engage with our Constitution meaningfully.

The Spirit of the Constitution
The spirit of the Constitution transcends judicial interpretations. It embodies the

hopes and dreams of the people, urging us to think beyond precedents and past
judicial wisdom.

The Concept of Commons in Constitutional Law
Viewing the Constitution as a commons invites us to share ownership and

understanding. It's not just the domain of legal experts or judges; it belongs to all of
us.



Shared Ownership of the Constitution

When we think of the Constitution as a commons, we acknowledge that its
interpretation and application should serve the common good. This shared ownership
fosters a sense of responsibility among citizens.

The Role of the Preamble

The Preamble of the Constitution sets the tone for this shared ownership. It outlines the
values of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, guiding us in our collective journey.
Civil Disobedience: A Historical Perspective

Civil disobedience has been a powerful tool in our struggle for rights. It's a form of
protest that challenges unjust laws and practices, rooted in the belief that the
Constitution is a living document.

Satyagraha and Its Legacy

Satyagraha, a term coined by Gandhi, embodies the philosophy of nonviolent
resistance. It's a testament to our collective inheritance, reminding us that change is
possible through peaceful means.




Key Figures in the Movement

Figures like B.R. Ambedkar, Maulana Azad, and Jaipal Munda have played pivotal roles
in shaping our constitutional landscape. Their contributions remind us of the diverse
voices that have fought for justice.

Recently, the norms of judicial propriety have come under scrutiny. The actions of Justice

S.K. Yadav of the Allahabad High Court have raised questions about the integrity of our
judicial system.

If the judiciary loses its credibility, the very foundation of our constitutional
democracy is at risk.

The Path Forward: Embracing Civil Disobedience



In times of crisis, civil disobedience emerges as a constitutional route to recuperation. It’ G

a reminder that the Constitution is not just a set of rules but a living framework for justice.
The Role of Citizens in Constitutionalism

Citizens play a crucial role in upholding the Constitution. By engaging in civil
disobedience, we assert our rights and responsibilities, ensuring that the Constitution
serves the common good.

The Need for Collective Action

Collective action is essential in times of crisis. It's not enough to rely on institutions; we
must come together as a community to uphold our constitutional values.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Constitution of India is a commons that belongs to all of us. It's our
collective responsibility to engage with it, interpret it, and ensure that it serves the
common good. As we navigate the challenges of our time, let's remember the legacy of
civil disobedience and the power of collective action.



Swiss Shock: EFTA
member lobs back
India’s MFN tax volley

From Jan. 1, Indian entities in Switzerland face higher tax liabilities as

country responds to Supreme Court ruling that voided tax treaty benefit

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

n a development that
lcould hurt India’s in-

vestment climate and
affect firms’ international
taxation math, Switzerland
has decided to suspend the
Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) treatment for India
under the two countries’
30-years old double-taxa-
tion avoidance agreement
(DTAA), citing an October
2023 ruling against its va-
lidity by the Supreme
Court on 11 petitions that
were combined with a Nes-
tle plea.

A statement by Swiss
authorities dated Decem-
ber 11, said the MFN clause
under the DTAA will no
longer hold from January 1,
2025, considering that In-
dia’s apex court had said it
does not get automatically
triggered until notified un-
der the Income Tax Act.

“On the basis of the In-
dian Supreme Court rul-
ing, the Swiss competent
authority  acknowledges
that its interpretation of
para. 5 of the Protocol to
the IN-CH DTA is not
shared by the Indian side.
In the absence of reciproc-
ity, it therefore waives its
unilateral application with
effect from 1 January,
2025,” a Swiss government
communiqué stated.

Terming this as a signifi-
cant shift in bilateral treaty
dynamics, Nangia Ander-
sen’s tax partner Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala said this
would mean increased tax
liabilities for Indian enti-

ties operating in Switzer-
land and increases the
complexities of navigating
international tax treaties in
an evolving landscape.

“Previously, Indian
companies benefited from
areduced tax rate of 5% on
dividends and other in-
comes, thanks to Switzer-
land’s earlier application of
MFN benefits. With the re-
version to a 10% residual
rate starting January 1,
these firms face higher tax
liabilities, reducing their
competitiveness compared
to businesses from coun-
tries still benefiting from
MFN provisions,” reckoned
Ajay Srivastava, director of
the Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI).

“Beyond its immediate
fiscal impact, this develop-
ment reflects broader
trends in international tax-
ation, with countries like
India increasingly assert-
ing stricter interpretations
of treaty provisions to pro-
tect domestic tax reve-
nues,” Mr. Jhunjhunwala
noted, adding this under-
scores the need to align
treaty partners on the in-
terpretation and applica-
tion of tax treaty clauses to

ensure predictability, equi-
ty, and stability in interna-
tional tax framework.

Sameer Gupta, national
tax leader at EY India, indi-
cated that all may not be
lost in this bilateral eco-
nomic tangle. “As per the
Court’s decision, the MFN
clause will only take effect
once both countries issue
notifications... once India
provides the required noti-
fication, Switzerland can
reactivate the treaty provi-
sion,” he averred.

Mr. Srivastava, however,
warned that this suspen-
sion not only brings tax
challenges for Indian firms
in sectors like financial ser-
vices, pharmaceuticals,
and IT, that have opera-
tions in Switzerland, but al-
so introduces frictions
with other trade and in-
vestment partners over the
MFN clause interpretations
that could hurt inbound
and outbound investment
flows. If disputes over
reading MFN clauses per-
sist, Indian businesses
could face similar hurdles
in other jurisdictions as
well, he said.

“Proactive negotiations
to clarify and harmonize
interpretations of treaty
provisions are essential to
safeguard Indian firms’ in-
terests abroad. Additional-
ly, India must ensure that
its treaty frameworks re-
flect contemporary busi-
ness realities, particularly
in the digital and service
sectors, to reduce tax un-
certainties and promote
global competitiveness,”
Mr. Srivastava underlined.




TOPIC — Switzerland Suspends MFN Treatment for India
Key Developments

Suspension of MFN Treatment: Switzerland has halted the Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
treatment for India under the 30-year-old double-taxation avoidance agreement (DTAA), effective
from January 1, 2025.

IT1 Legal Context: This decision follows an October 2023 Supreme Court ruling in India, which
questioned the validity of the MFN clause, stating it does not automatically trigger without notification
under the Income Tax Act.

~/ Impact on Indian Firms: Indian companies operating in Switzerland will face increased tax
liabilities, with rates rising from a reduced 5% to a 10% residual rate on dividends and other incomes.

.=] Bilateral Treaty Dynamics: The change signifies a major shift in bilateral treaty dynamics,
highlighting India's stricter interpretations of international tax treaties to protect domestic revenues.



<¥ Need for Negotiations: Experts emphasize the importance of proactive
negotiations to clarify treaty interpretations and safeguard Indian firms' interests
abroad, particularly in sectors like financial services, pharmaceuticals, and IT.

(» Potential Global Impact: The suspension could lead to frictions with other trade
partners and affect inbound and outbound investment flows, potentially creating
hurdles in other jurisdictions.

.| Future Possibilities: There is a possibility for India to reactivate the MFN clause
if it issues the required notification, as indicated by Swiss authorities.

Summary

Switzerland's suspension of the MFN treatment for India under the DTAA could increase
tax liabilities for Indian firms and complicate international tax relations.



Impact Analysis:

Suspension of MFN Treatment
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Increased Tax Liabilities Bilateral Treaty Dynamics Global Trade Frictions
Indian Firms in Switzerland Stricter Interpretations Investment Flow Impact

l

Protect Domestic Revenues




Most Favoured Nation (MFN) Status

¢» Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status is a fundamental principle in trade policy.
It ensures equal treatment for all trading partners.

L

T4 Under MFN, any trade advantage given to one nation must be extended to all
nations with MFN status.

E® This principle is widely used in international trade agreements.
=] MFN status helps in promoting fair competition and reducing trade barriers.
€ It is a crucial element of the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements.

~/ MFN can lead to increased trade and economic cooperation among nations.



MFN Status Flowchart:

Country A

Grants Advantage

Must Extend Country B Must Extend

}

Equal Treatment Equal Treatment
Country C Country D

MFN TradePolicy InternationalTrade WTO EconomicCooperation
1-liner summary: Most Favoured Nation status is a trade principle ensuring equal treatment among trading partners to
promote fair competition.



European Free Trade Association (EFTA)

Overview

¢» EFTA stands for the European Free Trade Association, promoting free trade and
economic integration among its member states.

The founding members include Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein.

<v EFTA operates independently of the European Union but maintains a close
relationship through various agreements.



Objectives and Activities

~/ Aims to enhance trade relations and economic cooperation among its members
and with other countries.

1 Established free trade agreements with several non-member countries, expanding
its global trade network.

;] Focuses on reducing trade barriers and fostering a competitive market
environment.

=] Engages in dialogue and cooperation on issues like environmental protection and
sustainable development



EFTA's Trade Network:

Switzerland

Norway

EFTA
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Iceland
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IR IN NEWS

e Second martial law impeachment vote looms for S. Korean President .

e Georgia’s political crisis deepens as govt. set to name far-right President



Lok Sabha passes Bill
to amend the Disaster
Management Act of 2005

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day passed a Bill to streng-
then the working of nation-
al and State disaster
management authorities,
with the Centre stressing
that the legislation will
help State governments
deal with disasters better.

The House cleared the
Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 by
a voice vote. Several
amendments moved by
the Opposition members
were negated.

Pointing out that State
governments had flagged
several difficulties in im-
plementing the Disaster
Management Act of 2005,
Union Minister Nityanand
Rai said the new Bill would
not only overcome them
but also strengthen the dis-
aster management system.
The Bill seeks to bring clar-
ity and convergence
among stakeholders work-
ing in the field of disaster
management.

“When a disaster hits, it
hits the country as a

stakeholders in the field of disaster management. THULASI KAKKAT

whole; this Bill will pre-
pare the country to handle
disasters better,” he said.

Many Opposition mem-
bers, however, said that
the Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024
only talks about creation of
a plethora of organisa-
tions. Saugata Roy of the
Trinamool Congress al-
leged that the Modi govern-
ment was not able to man-
age the pandemic properly
and a large number of peo-
ple died.

He said, “This Bill
creates a plethora of organ-
isations and has added a
number of English terms”.

Captain Viriato Fer-
nandes of the Congress

said that while the mem-
bers were talking about fol-
lowing a holistic approach
to deal with disasters, the
Bill seemed to have gone
against that approach.
Another Congress mem-
ber, G.K. Padavi, pointed
out that climate change
had not been included in
the Bill and the word “com-
pensation” had been re-
placed with “relief”. “It
(promotes) over centralisa-
tion,” Mr. Padavi said.
Taking a dig at the Op-
position, BJP member
Arun Govil said disrup-
tions in Parliament on a
daily basis was a man-
made disaster as it hurt
Parliament’s dignity.

SAURABH PANDEY




Topic — Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024

e When it comes to the subject of disaster management, it's imperative that we
stay informed and engaged.

e The recent passage of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 by the
Lok Sabha has sparked a flurry of discussions.

e This legislation aims to bolster the disaster management framework in India,
ostensibly improving how State governments respond to calamities.

e But amidst the optimism, there are voices of dissent questioning its efficacy and

intent.



Key Features of the Bill

The Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 introduces several key features that are
designed to enhance the operational landscape of disaster management in India. Here's a
closer look:

Strengthening State Authorities: The Bill explicitly aims to empower State disaster
management authorities, addressing the challenges

flagged by various State governments under the Disaster Management Act of 2005.

Clarity and Convergence: One of the primary objectives of this legislation is to bring
about clarity and convergence among the myriad stakeholders involved in disaster
management, ensuring a more coordinated approach during emergencies.

Holistic Preparedness: Union Minister Nityanand Rai emphasized that the Bill is crafted
to enable a more robust response to disasters, asserting that "when a disaster hits, it hits
the country as a whole




Opposition Concerns and Critiques

As the Bill sailed through the Lok Sabha, it wasn't without its share of criticism. Several
opposition members raised concerns that warrant careful examination:

Over-centralization: Critics, including Saugata Roy from the Trinamool Congress,
argue that the Bill creates a "plethora of organizations" without addressing the
fundamental issues that plague disaster management, especially in light of the
pandemic.

Climate Change Neglect: Concerns were raised regarding the omission of climate
change considerations within the Bill. G.K. Padavi from Congress pointed out that
failing to include this critical factor undermines the holistic approach needed in
disaster management.

Terminology Changes: The shift from "compensation" to "relief" was another
contentious point, with opposition members claiming it reflects a lack of seriousness
toward the needs of disaster-affected populations.



Future Implications of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill

As we turn our gaze to the future, the implications of the Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 are both vast and complex. Here are some prospective effects
and considerations that arise from this legislation:

Enhanced Preparedness: With a reinforced framework, State governments are
expected to better anticipate and respond to disasters. This could lead to improved
resources and training for first responders.

Collaboration among Stakeholders: The emphasis on clarity and convergence
could foster stronger collaboration among various stakeholders, including government
bodies, NGOs, and community groups. This synergy is crucial in times of crisis.
Potential for Bureaucratic Overload: While the intention is to streamline disaster
management, critics caution that the creation of numerous organizations might lead to
bureaucratic inefficiencies. The risk of overlapping roles and responsibilities could
hamper timely responses.



Conclusion

The passage of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 marks a significant
moment in India's approach to handling disasters. While the Bill aims to strengthen the
mechanisms for disaster response, it also opens the floor for critical discussions regarding
its implementation and potential pitfalls. As the country navigates this new legislative
landscape, continuous engagement with stakeholders and critics will be essential to
ensure that the Bill achieves its intended goals without compromising on the needs of the
citizens it aims to protect



What is Disease X and whny the
world should prepare for it

COVID-19

exemplified the scenario that Disease X was meant to represent

C. Aravinda

The story so far
he recent outbreak reported in
the first week of December
2024 in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which has

claimed over 400 lives and remains
unclassified, has raised concerns that it
could be an instance of Disease X. This
unsettling event has reignited discussions
about Disease X. Disease X is not an
actual but a hypothetical disease. The
World Health Organization (WHO) coined
the term in 2018 to describe an unknown
pathogen that could potentially unleash a
devastating epidemic or pandemic. It was
conceptualised by the WHO to prepare
for future outbreaks that are difficult to
predict or identify. While investigations
continue to determine the cause in

(Congo, the outbreak underscores the

importance of Disease X.

WHO’s priority list of pathogens?
COVID-19 is widely regarded as the first
instance of a real Disease X after the WHO
introduced the concept in 2018. When
SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown
pathogen causing a global pandemic, it
exemplified the scenario that Disease X
‘was meant to represent — an
unpredictable, novel threat requiring
rapid global response and adaptation.

‘The concept of Disease X traces its 0r|g1ns
in the aftermath of the West African Ebola
epidemic of 2014-2016, which resulted in
over 11,000 deaths and revealed
significant gaps in global epidemic
preparedness. After the outbreak, the
'WHO brought together scientists and
public health experts to address how
future outbreaks of similar scale could be
prevented.

The WHO's priority list of pathogens is
astrategic tool published in 2018 that is
designed to focus global attention and
resources on the most serious infectious
disease threats. This list identifies
diseases that have epidemic or pandemic
potential for which there are insufficient
or no medical countermeasures such as
vaccines or treatments. The need for such
alist arises from the urgency to guide
research and development, allocate
funding, and enhance preparedness. It
helps poli

an unpredictable, novel

=
B

Swab samples being taken for a COVID-19 test. File THE HINDU

as-yet-undiscovered pathogen capable of
sparking a global health crisis. The WHO
included it in the Blueprint for Priority
Diseases in 2018 to focus on the risks of
emerging diseases that science has yet to
encounter. The term sits at the
intersection of two categories (among
four)  popularised by Donald Rumsfelds

rix: “known unknowns” (threats we
are aware of but cannot fully understand)
and “unknown unknowns” (threats we
are not aware of and understand). Disease
X embodies both, as it acknowledges the
likelihood of a future pandemic without
specifying when, where, or how it might
arise.

The potential culprits behind Disease X
are varied. It originates from Pathogen X,
which could be a virus, a bacterium, a
parasite, fungi, helminths, or even a prion
~ amisfolded protein capable of causing
severe neurological diseases. Historical
data supports this uncertainty. Since 1940
(from where authentic records are
available), researchers have identified
more than 300 emerging infectious
diseases, about 70% of which have
zoonotic origins, meaning they are
transmitted from animals to humans. This
process, known as zoonotic spillover, is
often linked to human encroachment on
wildlife habitats, deforestation, and the

an
health organisations prioritise efforts
toward controlling the diseases. The
current lst (not exhaustive ) includes
Ebola virus disease, Marburg virus
disease, Lassa fever, Nipah virus, Rift
Valley fever, Crimean-Congo
haemorrhagic fever, Zika virus, and
Disease X. Each of these pathogens has
been flagged due to factors like high
mortality rates, potential for rapid spread,
and the lack of adequate preventive or
therapeutic options.

What is Disease X?
Disease X is not a specific illness but a
placeholder for an unpredictable and

of
the growing risks of antimicrobial
resistance, bioterrorism, and accidental
lab leaks add further layers of
unpredictability.

Patterns in emerging diseases
While the exact nature of Disease X
remains unknown, epidemiological
patterns provide critical insights into how
new diseases emerge and spread. The
emergence of viruses such as HIV, SARS,
MERS, and Ebola was closely linked to
ecological disruptions caused by human
activity. Deforestation, urbanisation, and
climate change have pushed humans and
wildlife into closer contact, increasing the

The interconnectedness of our
world makes it easier for
localised outbreaks to escalate
into pandemics. While
epidemiology cannot predict the
exact moment or source of
Disease X, it can help
high-risk regions and behaviours

likelihood of pathogen transmission.
Epidemiologists estimate that over 1.7
million undiscovered viruses exist in
wildlife, with hundreds of thousands
potentially capable of infecting humans.
The frequency of novel outbreaks has also
increased significantly since the mid-20th
century, reflecting a of

s regarded as the first instance of a real Disease X. When SARS-CoV-2 emerged as an unknown pathogen causing a global pandemic, it
threat requiring rapid global response and adaptation

hosts and environments.

The sheer number of potential
pathogens adds to the complexity.
Scientists estimate that only a fraction of
viruses capable of infecting humans have
been identified, leaving a vast pool of
unknown threats. Genomic sequencing
and artificial intelligence are beginning to
play an important role in narrowing this
vast field of possibilities, but even with
these tools, predicting the exact origin,
timing, and behaviour of Disease
remains out of reach. What is certain,
however, is that the conditions that gave
rise to pandemics like COVID-19 and SARS
continue to exist, making the emergence
of Disease X a question of when, not if.

At the heart of preparation is the need
for robust surveillance systems to detect
new outbreaks early. Advances in
genomic sequencing, artificial
intelligence, and real-time data sharing
are essential tools for developing
diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines.
Strengthening healthcare infrastructure,
particularly in low- and middle-income
countries, is also crucial. Organisations
like the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) are now
investing in “prototype pathogen”
platforms that can be adapted to target
unknown diseases within 100 days of
their identification.

Need for global collaboration
Fighting Disease X will require an
unprecedented level of international
cooperation. The WHO's ongoing efforts,
such as its list of priority pathogens and
the proposed Pandemic Treaty, aim to
foster a unified global response to health
emergencies. These initiatives recognise
that

environmental, demographic, and global
factors.

Regions with high biodiversity and
inadequate healthcare systers, like the

not respect borders
and that fragmented efforts will be
insufficient to counter a threat as elusive
as Disease X. Governments must work
mgether to share data, pool resources,

Congo Basin, are
The interconnectedness of our world,
with frequent international travel and
trade, makes it easier for localised
outbreaks to escalate into pandemics, as
seen with COVID-19. While epidemiology
cannot predict the exact moment or
source of Disease X, it can help identify
high-risk regions and behaviours that
increase the likelihood of its emergence.

Challenges of predicting Disease X
Forecasting the next Disease X is
daunting, as its emergence depends on
numerous unpredictable factors.
Zoonotic diseases are the most likely
source, given their history of driving
‘major epidemics. However, other
scenarios, such as pathogens mutating to
evade treatment, laboratory mishaps, or
deliberate biological attacks, cannot be
ruled out. Climate change is also
reshaping disease transmission dynamics,
expanding the range of vector-borne
illnesses like malaria and dengue fever
while pushing pathogens to adapt to new

ble access to
dlagnosucs, treatments, and vaccines.

‘The outbreak in the DRC serves as a
sobering reminder of the risks the world
faces. Disease X is no longer a distant
hypothetical but an urgent call to action.
By strengthening public health systems,
investing in research and innovation, and
fostering global solidarity, the world can
prepare for the unpredictable and
safeguard future generations from the
devastating consequences of the next
pandemic. Frameworks like the Nagoya
Protocol, which ensure equitable sharing
of benefits from genetic resources, could
be expanded to include biological
‘materials like pathogens. It would
‘promote global collaboration, ensuring
fair access to research and medical
countermeasures during outbreaks. A
novel disease anywhere is a threat to
everyone.

(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and
public health physician. The views
expressed are personal.
aravindaaiimsjrlO@hotmail.com)
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Topic - Disease X:

Understanding Disease X

Disease X is a term for a hypothetical infectious disease that could potentially cause a future epidemic or
pandemic.

¢ Utilized by the World Health Organization (WHO), it represents unknown pathogens that may emerge
and pose a global health threat.

C), The term underscores the necessity for preparedness and research into potential diseases that have not
yet been identified.

Importance of Disease X

« Surveillance and rapid response systems are crucial in public health to address Disease X.
~ It serves as a reminder of the unpredictability of infectious diseases and the potential for new outbreaks.
&Zz The concept encourages investment in vaccine development and healthcare infrastructure to combat
future threats.

1. Disease X highlights the importance of global collaboration in addressing emerging health challenges.

Summary

Disease X symbolizes a potential future infectious disease that could lead to a global health crisis, emphasizing
the need for preparedness and research.



Beljing’s war against air pollution

Beijing in 2015 had pollution levels similar to those in Delhi today. However, through coordinated effort over several years, Bejjing reduced its pollution by

one-third between 2013 and 2017 by learning from Beijing’s approach, Delhi can implement effective strategies to tackle its air pollution problem

EXPLAINER

Rohit Azad
houvik Chakraborty

eiing, with a yearly average air
quality index (AQI) of 144, was
as polluted in 2015 as Delhi is
today (Delhi's average s 155 for
2024). But in the interim, Beijing has
sed to cut it pollution level by
one-third with the most significant fall
spanning berween 2013 and 2017 (Chart
1. To be sure, Beijing’s pollution control
programme dates back 01998 which aid
the foundation for this a last
phase of the programme, which was
termed a “war against air pollution”.

Why discuss Beling inthe context of

Bﬂjmg s the capital of an emes
economy, as s Delhi. So, if Beijing could
manage what it did

evelopment, Deln could and neds 0,

78

Turning the tide
on pollution

Delhi
collaboration, Delhi can follow a imilar path to cleaner air

Chart 1: AQI in Beijing vs Delhi 2014-24

(Yearly average)
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India Gate, i New Delh, on November 18, AFP
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Beijing in 2013 and Delhi mday Chart 2
compares the sources of pollution for the
twocities.

For Delhi, we have used the winter
i bk 1 B i e
updated emission inventory avail
Moreover, much like Beijing, the reglona.l
comibsion to pollants by

neighbouring areas/States of the national
Captal egion (NCR s s
especially during the winter months.
While local emissions need to be
controlled, without a concerted collective
Ao ion, just as

Bei
win this battle against air pollution.

What did Beijing do?

‘With rapid economic growth in Befjing,

the ambient concentration of pollutants

increased rapidly by the late 1990s. By

20|7 Beiyings energy consumption had
wn by 74% compared to

Un[ommzlely, a rszd prteer
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’ air pollution in Beijing (n bilion yuar)
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(EOP) treatment, eliminating obsolete What can Delhi learn from the Bffing | loggcrheads, o control ther sources

meant mgher emissions of pnllmanm
Things were particularly made w

because the heating in Beijing’s
residentalproperies s heavly

Beijing’s 20ye nti-pollut
e can be dide int three
phases - 1998-2008; 2009-12; 2013-17. One
common theme that ran through the.
entire effort was not sh

construction management model,
efficient washing facilities, and
implementing video monitoring with
penal action against violators of
construction sites were some of the steps

tak
‘The st lg o the plan (201317
especially focused on the need for
regional cooperation, with five adjoining
i \d Bejing comi

careful and slowly built-up plzn wuh
people’s participation, which w
Etonomusly by the ocal govermment of
Beumg

es of pollution in Beijing were

to chalk out a collective plan for reducing
ambent polluion inthe rgion Tis
cooperation had a remarkable effect in
ucing the v of polhtin.

‘There are ideas galore on controlling
pollution, and Beijing is a perfect example:
to learn from. We list some here, there are
more,

these regions. Such a
Step may work inthie ollctve Interests.
Last but not least, the people of Delhi
need to fight for the right to clean air and
hold the government accountable instead

Firstly, since pr D

biggest contributor to local pollution, an
efficient and comfortable bus metro
integrated transport system needs to be in
place. Delhi’s DTC bus fleet s not only old
butalso grossly inadequate for a
‘population of this city’s size. The metro is
anescellent means o ransportbut s
quite expensive, wi

last-mile colmecuvuy pmvldedby the
State. Old vehicles need to be scrapped at
the earlest lhmugh awell thought-out

AQls as being better
than severe ones. Prolonged exposure to
pollutants, even in the poor AQI zone (for

a larger part of the year), may be as
dangerous as a short period of severe AQI
in October and November every year.
‘This change in attitude itself may go a
long way n bullding pressure o the

Unfortanaiely s not he lac ofdeas
but poliicalwil which i stopping Dehi
gout

bmadly idenified as energy structures What did Beijing achieve? And how? from acnng It the same reel playiny
and coal 2%t0 | Asaresultof planned . instead of ar. Al nthevery harmiful zone
PM2.5), strategy at Iphur banning the Jing and

and emarion it ioxde. nizogen oxide, volthe organic | waling lancs: o e bmli throughout | young and the elderly ‘gasping for e
structures (33 compounds (VOCs), and PM2.5, the four | the city. Other ideas, suc through the day is the new normal in the

o e s source, e steps were
taken — ultra-low emission renovation
and dean energyalertives in power

major pollutants targeted under the
policy, fell by 83%, 43%, 42% and 59

cross-subsidisation :hwugm aﬂ'ordahle

winter months in Delhi. And what does
do? The Centre blames

respectively betueen 2037 (Chart3).

ransport (cars and molorcycie) using
i hi il as

Ly ellmlnannn o chitlkco
used for residential heating.
For tansportation nrastructure, the
‘government first retrofitted cars and
public service vehicles with diesel
particulate filters (DPF) and gradually
tightened emission standards. Then it
went for scrapping, through subsidies
instead of decree, of ‘yellow-labeled"
vehicles (heavy pollutant-emitting
velice), Subway and businfrasructr

pnllulanls albeit to di
targeting a source meant reducing all the
associated pollutants.

] for the two

odes of transpor, could be

expermented with Anurban lyout s
ded

ws how by

source, multiple e "
controlled.

‘The single most important factor in
Beijing achieving its goal, apart from
planning to the last detail, was the
financial investment that the government

erginiomrry

brought iy auewaung

the tate and vie versa while they have
een in office for a decade. Neither
oFihom s oo o e vaguely
interested in solving the problem.
Schools, offices, and individuals look for
Solutions in the form of air purifirs, but
private potection for a public bad is by

the need for the
condly, Delhi isstll Teast
supplied primarily through coal fired tothe roblem,getinga raw deal. Del
plants. i deserves a better time
overhaul both from the sid: i that ot lhe Centre

committed to. and demand. Subsding ola rooftops | and theSae, stened and ac
edand expanded ata mpld art 5 shows a whopping six time ecting it 0 the grid vith Rohit Azad is a faculty at lhe Centrefor
i year: st ldbe one d
Allthe steps enumerated above required. | such step in this regard. Jawaharial Nehra Unversity, New Delhi

layout
for the industrial and

activities, tightening environmental

wy investment
did not shy away from making and

y, much like the Bejing plan,
Delhi necds to coordinate with

‘and Showvik Chakraborty i a Research
Assistant Professor at the Political Economy
‘Research Institute, Amherst, U.S.

THE GIST

Beijing’s approach to air
pollution involved a longterm,
coordinated effort with a focus
on regional cooperation and
comprehensive policies across
multple sectors

Key measures included
improving transportation
infrastructure, retrofting
vehicles, scrapping old
vehicles, and enhancing
industrial regulations.

v

Deticanadopt idar
strategies, focusing

gt trarpon s,
regional collaboration, and
sticter emission controls to
combat ts pollution criss




Topic --
Delhi's Path to Cleaner Air

Key Strategies for Pollution Control

¢tz Integrated Transport System:
Delhi requires an efficient bus-metro transport system to minimize pollution from private
vehicles.
The current DTC fleet is outdated and insufficient.
2% Promote Non-Motorized Transport:
Constructing exclusive cycling and walking lanes can encourage sustainable transport
options.
This reduces reliance on cars.
Renewable Energy Transition:
Shift energy supply from coal to renewable sources.
Subsidize solar rooftops and connect them to the grid.
¥ Regional Coordination:
Collaborate with neighboring regions to tackle cross-border pollution sources.
This benefits all parties involved.



+» Public Awareness and Advocacy:
Citizens should advocate for their right to clean air.
Hold the government accountable for air quality issues.

711 Political Will:
The main barrier to effective pollution control is the lack of political will.
Numerous ideas are available but not implemented.

“\_ Accountability for Air Quality:
Continuous poor air quality, especially in winter, demands urgent government action.
Avoid blame-shifting between authorities.




Summary

Delhi can learn from Beijing's pollution control strategies by:

Improving public transport.

Promoting renewable energy.

Fostering regional cooperation.
Encouraging public advocacy for clean air.




Charge of the battery brigade

o e et S e T AR T e
Power struggle: A salt sculpture is seen at the Salar de Uyun| the world's largest salt flat in Uyuni, southern Bolivia. In the heart of the

‘lithium triangle,’ located between Chile, Argentina, and Bolivia, a strategic battle is being fought to exploit this key metal in the energy
transition. The first two are already major players, while Bolivia is stumbling to enter the global race. AFp




Topic— Salar de Uyuni: A Natural Wonder

Overview

¢» Salar de Uyuni is the world's largest salt flat.
== Located in Uyuni, southern Bolivia.
- Composed mainly of salt crusts, serving as a significant natural resource.
gai A popular tourist destination known for its unique landscape.
= During the rainy season, the flat creates stunning mirror-like reflections.

*,; Home to various wildlife, including llamas and flamingos.
v4 Part of the Altiplano plateau, featuring high-altitude geography.

Summary: Salar de Uyuni is the largest salt flat in the world, located in southern Bolivia, known for
its breathtaking landscapes and unique ecological features
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