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No vaccines
available.

Tick-borne protozoal disease affecting
horses, mules, donkeys, and zebras.

e Infected animals act as carriers, spreading parasites to
tick vectors.

e Also transmissible through blood-contaminated
instruments.

high pulse rates

High fever (40°C+)
loss of appetite
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Korea has emerged as a key testing
ound for the sweetener allulose.

* Also known as D-allulose or d-psicose.
* Found in l|m|ted foods, such as wheat, raisins, figs,
and molasses 5 T e
e Produced from beet sugar or corn usmg enzymes '
o ngh doses may lead to gastromtestlnal |ssues l|ke
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Asiatic Golden
Cat

Fa
Recently spotted in Assam's
Manas National Park

e Known as “fire cat” in Thailand and Burma; “rock
cat” in parts of China.

* Found in diverse habitats: dry deciduous,
subtropical evergreen, tropical rainforests,
temperate, and sub-alpine forests.

e Elevation range: O to 3,738 meters.

e JUCN: Near Threatened

e CITES: Appendix |

e Wildlife (Protection) Act of
India, 1972: Schedule |

—
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RAI GAD r

ill fort ! tuated in Raigad
dlstrlct , Maharashtrjr

e

Main gates:

: Nanne Darwaza
Historical Background: and Maha
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Festival:

hakau ba Mau*aur

Held annually on the second day of Hiyangei
(lunar month in Meitei calendar).

Traditions:

e "Ningol" means married
woman, and
"Chakkouba" means
invitation for a feast.

e Married daughters are
invited to their parents’
home for a feast.

MEITY COMMUNITY IS DIVIDED
INTO CLANS; INTERMARRIAGE
WITHIN CLANS IS PROHIBITED.
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Kalka-Shimla
Narrow-Gauge

Himachal Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu proposed
using green hydrogen to power the railway.

About Kalka-Shimla Narrow-Gauge Railway

e Builtin 1898 to link Shimla, the summer capital of
British India, to the rail network.

e Runs from Kalka, Haryana (2,152 ft) to Shimla,
Himachal Pradesh (6,808 ft).
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Held annually on the second day of Hiyangei
(lunar month in Meitei calendar).

Meity Community is Divided into

T rad Itl ons. clans; intermarriage within clans is

e "Ningol" means marriec RrONIDIRSC,

woman, and
"Chakkouba" means
invitation for a feast. Y !

e Married daughters are "‘ i
invited to their parents’
home for a feast.

BY SAURABH PANDEY
UPSC CSE




ﬁ?mﬁmﬁ»‘mmﬁl

BY SAURABH PANDEY

UPSC CSE



NEOM proje

(‘0 U Q @
\\\‘
e The Line: Twin skyscrapers
extending 170 km, focused .-- X
on eco-friendly urban ,-._- N
S ,’ el JORDAN
living. 9 T o
e Oxagon: A floating Y &
industrial complex aimed S o T
° o Peninsula ~.£ TROJENA @ SAUDI
at innovation and 5\ ARAB A
sustainability.
e Trojena: A mountain-based o -\m\ﬂ--_..___
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Pranah ita Wildlife
Sanctuary

e Hilly terrain with

dense deciduous teak
forests and plateaus.

@ I [ | I
The Pranahitha River amously known for Blackbuc

e Mammals: Tigers,
leopards, blackbuck,
rhesus monkeys

e Over 50 bird species.

along its southern e Reptiles: Hosts more

than 20 reptile
species.

borders its eastern
boundary, and the
Godavari River flows

boundary.
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Simhachalam
Temple

ASI epigraphists found a Telugu inscription above
Lord Hanuman's statue at Simhachalam Temple.

e Original Name: Varaha Lakshmi Narasimha
Temple

e Location: Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

e Deity: Narasimha, an avatar of Vishnu (half-man,
half-lion)

Features:

e Blend of Kalinga and Dravidian
architecture.

e 16 pillars with Vishnu’s incarnations
in bas-relief

e Depictions of a royal figure (believed
to be King Narasimha)

« 2 A KR A H
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Bodoland Mahotsav

Inaugurated by PM, focused on Bodo
culture, language, and peace-building.

Theme: Peace and Harmony for Prosperous Bharat.

~earliest ethnic M

_groups in Assarr

e Known as Boros in
the Brahmaputra
Valley.

e Called Meches In
Lower Assam, West
Bengal, and Nepal.
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Rare Peacock with

White Feathers

Condition
called
Leucism.

OOO

Rescued in Tamil Nadu by Forest
Department and NGO

About Leucism

e A genetic condition causing reduced pigmentation in
animals like birds, mammals, and reptiles.

e Inhibits melanin and other pigments in feathers, hair, or
skin.

e Results in overall pale coloration or white patches on
animals.
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DICLIPTERA- |
SRISAILAMICA )

__~1.Named after Srisailam temple town.
2.Grows near stream banks, rocky edges, and
waterfalls.

Features:
e Erect herb, up to 90 cm.
e Four-angled with fine, deflexed hairs.
e Ovate with prominent veins and smooth margins.
e Small, pink, bi-lipped, blooming October-January.
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o Central sector scheme by the Ministry of

MSME launched in 2023.
e Duration: 2023-24 to 2027-28 (5 years).

Eligibility & Coverage Benefits
e Open to rural and urban e Better access for
artisans. products.

e Covers 18 traditional crafts

e Industry-alighed
(e.g., Blacksmith, Boat

Maker). programs.

e Target: 5 lakh families (1st * Support for
year), 30 lakh families (5 transactions.
years). e Improved tooling

facilities
BN SAURABE PANIDIEY
UPSEC CSE
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Known locally as bunga bangkai

(bunga = flower, bangkai = corpse).

e Each bloom lasts 24 to 48 hours.
e Spathe (dark red, petal-like structure)
e Emits a smell like rotting flesh to attract pollinators,

primarily carnivorous bees and flies. Ci U CND
,
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Places IN NeWws:
Uzbekistan

Landlocked country in Central Asia, mainly between
the Syr Darya (northeast) and Amu Darya (southwest)
rivers.

Situated in the Northern and

Eastern hemispheres.

eighbouring Countries

Lake Aydarkul
and Lake
Sarykamish.

e Kazakhstan (north and
northwest)
o Kyrgyzstan (northeast)

e Tajikistan (southeast)
and Syr Darya. * Afghanistan (south)

BYSSAURABFHPANBDEY
UPSC CSE

Amu Darya

e Turkmenistan (southwest)




qeg Ui & TUSg 321, ge&ud: IR aRar (Iaryd) ik ey
gl (aferorafgs) afeat & <= e

S8 afR oeff
riveef & fera &1

sl 2ar

e

BYSSAURABFHPANBDEY
UPSC CSE



Ottavalo’s
-Andean Mouse

o Sllghtl¥ larger than related
species.

Significance:

* Fine, dense, and soft

e Named to honor the Otavalo
culture, known for its musical
and textile craftsmanship.

e brownish on the sides
e covered with fine hair

Found near Mojanda, a
dormant volcano with lakes,
about 50 miles from Quito,

>

Tail: Extremely long,
surpassing body length,
covered with fine hair,

scales, and a white tip.

.
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Konark Wheels at
Rashtrapati Bhavan

A replica of the Konark Wheel served as the
backdrop for India's Prime Minister's handshake
with G20 leaders at Bharat Mandapam.

Represents time (Kalachakra),

progression, and democracy.

———————————————

e Built in the 13th century
by King Narasimhadeva |
of the Eastern Ganga
Dynasty.

e Located in Konark, Odisha.
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JUSTICE SANJEEV
KHANNA

Sworn in as 51st Chief Justice of India

Notable Judgements of Justice Khanna

e Abrogation of Article 370

e RTI act applies to the office of the CJI case

* Irretrievable breakdown of Marriage case

e Bail applications of Arvind Kejrival and
Manish Sisodiya in Delhi Liquor case

e Electoral Bond casA
i l ol . d A /

Justice Khanna - without having served
as the Chief Justice of any High Court
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AREX-24: Strengthening
Maritime Search and
Rescue

e Conducted under the National Maritime
Search and Rescue Board (NMSARB).
e Dates: November 28-29, 2024.

e Location: Kochi, Kerala.

e Enhances regional cooperation with littoral and
friendly nations.

e Involves ICG, Navy, Air Force, Cochin Port Authority,
Customs, and foreign delegates.
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Perivar River: A Vital
Interstate Riverin
Southern India

South Pennar River, Dakshina Pinakini (Kannada),

Thenpennai/Ponnalyar (Tamil)
Origin:
e Source: Nandi Hills, Chikkaballapura district,
Karnataka.
e Flows 80 km in Karnataka and 320 km in Tamil Nadu,

ending in the Bay of Bengal at Cuddalore

WHY IN NEWS? ibutaries:

Ongoing Water-sharing dispute between m
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka; Supreme innar

Court has sought a report from the e Markanda
Union government.
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Gelephu
o
Mindfulness
L
City
Establish a zero-carbon city alighed with Bhutan’s
Gross National Happiness philosophy.

Orlgln.anceF.)tuallze e Connected by inhabitable
d by King Jigme bridges over 35 rivers and

Khesar Namgyel streams. |
 Features hydroponic

Wangchuck for farming, spiritual centers,

enhancing Bhutanese markets, and modern &

traditional healthcare.

quality of life.
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Narsapur Lace Craft

Narsapur, on the banks
of Godavari River,
Andhra Pradesh.

Lacework involves thin threads woven

with crochet needles of varying sizes.

e Originated, 150 years ago by women of the farming
community.

e Survived the Indian Famine (1899) and Great Depression
(1929).

e By the early 1900s, over 2,000 women in the Godavari region
practiced the craft
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Situated at the tri-junction of Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala.

e Kabini River: Northern
boundary.

e Moyar River: Southern
boundary.

Supports South Asia’s largest
wild Asian elephant
population.

Points to be noted:

e Nagarahole Tiger Reserve
(Karnataka) to the northwest.

e Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil
Nadu) to the south.

e Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala)
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UPSC CSE

BANSIPUR TIGER RESERVE




JIGIYR TR I(Q\rlqc\ ° ?{foUT ﬁ: w ISR ﬁﬁzf

: (afeTE) |
o fayor ufYw A arATE TS
sz (e

UPSC CSE



“~ International Cooperative
Alliance (ICA)

CCop

India to host ICA General Assembly & Global
Cooperative Conference for the first time.

Founded in 1895, one of * Headquarters in
the oldest and largest Brussels,
NGOs globally. Belgium.

. :
Membership: Four regional

e 306 organisations from 105 offices: Africa,
countries. Americas, Asia-

e |Includes cooperatives from
agriculture, banking, housing,
insurance, etc. Europe.

Pacific, and
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-~ Candidatus

It is a microbe with a cell wall lacking
Mollicutes bacteria.

e Spread through phloem- ERVIT-Y{el-1alo1-Re)lmile] g- 1!

feeding insects (e.g., parts, leading to a
leafhoppers, plant-

leafy appearance.
hoppers).

e Infect crops like
Catharanthus, tobacco,
maize, and grapevine.
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 SANJAY MURTHY

Appointed as the New Comptroller and Auditor

General of India (CAG) succeeding Girish Chandra
Murmu.

About the (CAG)

e Apex authority for auditing Central and State Government accounts.

e Known as the "guardian of public finance" for ensuring transparency
and accountability.

P R
.
E‘qt‘,; » -~ !'-'r"’ -
Bl T

e Article 148: Appointment, removal, and service
conditions.
e Article 149: Duties and powers for auditing
finances.
e Article 150: Advises the President on government /
account formats.
r

 Article 151: Specifies submission process for 4
audit reports. ”
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~ African Penguin
(Cape Penguin)

The African Penguin was in the news for being
declared "Endangered" by IUCN, facing
possible extinction by 2035.

Physical Features:
o Streamlined body.
e Black stripe and unique black chest spots.
e Pink glands above eyes for temperature
regulation.

Habitat:
e Coastal areas within 40 km of the shore.

e s e Used for breeding, molting, and resting.
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A new genus of freshwater fish endemic

to the Western Ghats.
Koima monilis:Tributaries of the Cauvery River.

e Yellowish-brown body.
e Single row of black spots
along the lateral line.

e Hyaline (transparent)
fins.

e No uniform banding on
the dorsal side.
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