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Q. Rabab recently seen in news is associated with which among

the following. (PIB)

A) Folk dance

B) Martial Art form

C) Form of Puppetry

D) Musical instrument.





Topic → Supreme court on sacred groves
Introduction

● The Supreme Court of India has taken a monumental step by directing the 

Centre to create a comprehensive policy for managing sacred groves—vital 

ecosystems that hold immense cultural and ecological significance. 

● These small forests, often preserved by local communities, represent a 

unique blend of nature and tradition. 

● Their preservation not only supports biodiversity but also reflects the 

cultural heritage of various regions across the country.

 



Significance of Sacred Groves

Sacred groves are patches of forest that are traditionally protected by local 
communities due to their religious and cultural importance. These groves serve 
multiple purposes:

 Cultural Heritage: Sacred groves are often sites for worship and rituals, 
reflecting the spiritual connection communities have with nature.

 Biodiversity Hotspots: They are crucial for conserving various species of 
flora and fauna, often acting as reservoirs of biodiversity.

 Ecosystem Services: These groves provide essential services such as soil 
conservation, water retention, and climate regulation, contributing to the 
well-being of local communities.



The Supreme Court's Directive Explained

In a landmark ruling, the Supreme Court emphasized the need for a structured 
approach to protect these sacred groves. Key points from the directive include:

 National Survey: The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has 
been tasked with conducting a nationwide survey to identify and assess the 
extent of sacred groves.

 
 Community Involvement: The court highlighted the importance of involving 

local communities in the conservation efforts, recognizing their traditional 
knowledge and practices.

 
 Policy Development: The Centre is expected to develop a robust policy that 

not only protects these groves but also respects the cultural rights of the 
communities associated with them





Topic → Esquel Meteorite: A Cosmic Treasure
Introduction to the Esquel Meteorite

The Esquel meteorite is not just a rock from outer space; it’s an extraordinary testament to 
the wonders of our universe. Discovered in Argentina in 1951, this meteorite has captivated 
scientists and collectors alike with its unique attributes and rich history. 🌌

 
 Location: Found in Esquel, a region known for its stunning landscapes and rich 

geological history.
 
 Type: Classified as a pallasite, it features a mesmerizing blend of metal and olivine 

crystals.
 
 Historical Context: Its discovery has provided insights into the formation of the solar 

system and the processes that govern celestial bodies



The Origins of the Esquel Meteorite

The journey of the Esquel meteorite began in the vastness of space. It is believed 
to have originated from the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. Here’s a 
glimpse into its cosmic journey:

 Formation: The meteorite is thought to be remnants of a larger asteroid that 
underwent differentiation, leading to the formation of its unique structure.

 
 Impact: It traveled through the cosmos for millions of years before entering 

Earth’s atmosphere, where it survived the fiery descent. 🌠
 
 Discovery: Found by a farmer in the early 1950s, it quickly garnered attention 

from meteorite enthusiasts and scientists



Characteristics and Composition

What sets the Esquel meteorite apart? Its unique characteristics and intricate 
composition tell a fascinating story of the cosmos.

 Visual Appeal: The meteorite is adorned with translucent olivine crystals, 
offering a stunning display reminiscent of jewels. 💎

 
 Metallic Matrix: Composed primarily of nickel-iron, it reflects the complex 

processes involved in its formation.
 
 Size: Weighing in at approximately 7.3 kilograms, this meteorite is one of the 

largest pallasites ever found.



Conclusion

The Esquel meteorite is more than just a cosmic rock; it’s a bridge to our past, 
offering glimpses into the formation of our solar system and the dynamic 
processes at play in the universe. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or a 
curious enthusiast, the allure of the Esquel meteorite is undeniable





Topic → The Supreme Court's Ruling on Section 6A of the Citizenship Act

Introduction

In October 2024, the Supreme Court of India delivered a landmark 4:1 ruling that 
upheld the constitutional validity of Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

This provision is particularly significant as it establishes a framework for migrants 
from the former East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) who settled in Assam, allowing 
them to acquire Indian citizenship if they arrived before March 25, 1971. 



Background of Section 6A

The Assam Accord

. This provision was introduced in 1985 following the Assam Accord, an agreement 
between the Government of India and the leaders of the Assam Movement. 

The movement arose due to concerns about the influx of migrants from East 
Pakistan into Assam, which threatened local culture, economic stability, and 
political balance.



Historical Context of Migration

The Assam Accord aimed to address these issues by setting specific cut-off dates for 
granting citizenship to migrants. Those who migrated before January 1, 1966, were 
declared Indian citizens, while those who arrived between January 1, 1966, and March 
25, 1971, could apply for citizenship after ten years of residence. Anyone arriving after 
March 25, 1971, was deemed an illegal migrant.

The Supreme Court's Majority Ruling

Key Points of the Judgment

The Supreme Court's ruling has been met with mixed reactions. The majority opinion 
emphasized that the law was not unconstitutional and that it was necessary to address 
the unique demographic challenges faced by Assam.



Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud's Reasoning

Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud justified the decision by stating that while other states 
share larger borders with Bangladesh, the impact of migration on Assam's cultural and 
political rights is more pronounced. 

Constitutional Violations in the Ruling

Article 14 and Its Implications

One of the major criticisms of the ruling is its handling of Article 14, which guarantees 
equality before the law. The judgment seems to suggest that the unique circumstances 
of Assam justify differential treatment, raising questions about fairness and equality



Article 29 and Cultural Rights

The Court's interpretation of Article 29, which protects the cultural and linguistic 
identities of distinct groups, has also come under scrutiny. The ruling stated that the 
influx of migrants did not infringe upon the Assamese people's ability to conserve their 
culture. 

Gaps in the Court's Reasoning

Cultural and Linguistic Displacement

The Court's reasoning fails to acknowledge the significant demographic shifts that have 
occurred in Assam. Research indicates that the Bengali-speaking population has 
increased dramatically, while the proportion of Assamese speakers has declined. This 
shift is not merely a coexistence of cultures but represents a serious threat to the 
Assamese identity.



.

The Mechanism of Section 6A

Flaws in the Identification Process

The mechanism for identifying migrants under Section 6A is fundamentally flawed. It 

places the burden of proof on the state without providing a means for voluntary 

self-identification by migrants. This creates a convoluted process that can lead to 

confusion and injustice.



Impact on the Foreigners' Tribunal

The foreigners' tribunal, responsible for determining citizenship status, is 

overwhelmed with cases. This backlog not only slows down the process but also 

complicates the situation for individuals who may not even qualify under Section 

6A.

Potential Negative Implications of the Ruling

it poses a threat to the cultural fabric of Assam and raises concerns about the 
future of citizenship laws in India. The decision could set a precedent for further 
erosion of cultural rights and identity.



Conclusion

The Supreme Court's ruling on Section 6A of the Citizenship Act is a complex 
issue that warrants careful consideration.

 While it aims to address the unique challenges faced by Assam, it also raises 
significant constitutional concerns that cannot be overlooked. 





IR IN NEWS

Romania's Presidential Election Annulment

Key Events and Figures

 🗳 Unprecedented Ruling: On December 6, Romania's constitutional court annulled the 
presidential elections just two days before the runoff.

 
 󰐮 Allegations of Interference: The annulment was amid allegations of Russian 

interference in the electoral process.
 
 📊 Frontrunner Emerges: Calin Georgescu, an independent candidate, emerged as the 

frontrunner with 22.9% of the vote after the first round on November 24.



 🎓 Background of Georgescu: Georgescu is a professor of environmental sciences and an 
ex-honorary member of the far-right AUR party, known for his pro-Russian sentiments.

 
 ❌ Court's Decision: The court initially ordered a recount due to complaints but later decided 

to cancel the elections entirely due to multiple irregularities.
 
 📅 Legislative Context: The AUR party, which suggested Georgescu as a Prime Minister 

candidate, came second in the legislative elections held on December 1.
 
 🌍 Criticism of Alliances: Georgescu is a critic of Romania's NATO and EU memberships, 

aligning with his far-right political views.

Summary

Romania's constitutional court annulled the presidential elections amid allegations of Russian 
interference, with frontrunner Calin Georgescu facing scrutiny for his political affiliations and views





Topic → Cultivating the Future: The Importance of Coral Farming
Introduction

Coral reefs are the vibrant cities of the ocean, teeming with life and biodiversity. 
🌊 Unfortunately, they are under siege from various environmental threats, making 
coral farming an essential practice for their survival. 

Coral farming involves cultivating corals in a controlled environment, which can 
then be used to restore and replenish damaged reefs. 

Let's delve into the techniques, impacts, challenges, and future of coral farming.



Coral Farming Techniques

Coral farming employs several innovative techniques to propagate and grow corals 
effectively. Here are some of the popular methods:

 
 Fragmentation: This is the most common method, where small fragments of coral are 

broken off and placed in a nursery to grow. This technique allows for rapid reproduction.
 
 Larval Reseeding: Scientists collect coral larvae and introduce them to suitable 

substrates, promoting natural settlement and growth. This method helps in restoring 
natural reefs more effectively.

 
 Robotic Assistance: Recent advancements have seen the introduction of robotic 

hands designed to assist in coral planting and maintenance. These robotic innovations 
can work in harsh underwater conditions, enhancing efficiency.



Innovative Technologies: The integration of drone technology for monitoring coral health and 
underwater sensors for data collection has revolutionized coral farming. These tools provide vital 
information that enables better decision-making and management practices.
Impact on Marine Ecosystems

Coral farming plays a significant role in bolstering marine ecosystems. Here’s how:

 Biodiversity Restoration: By providing an environment for various marine species, coral 
farms support the restoration of biodiversity in areas where coral reefs have been damaged.

 
 Protection Against Erosion: Healthy coral reefs act as natural barriers against storm surges 

and coastal erosion, safeguarding coastal communities.
 
 Carbon Sequestration: Coral reefs contribute to carbon sequestration, helping to mitigate 

climate change by absorbing CO2 from the atmosphere.
 
 Economic Benefits: Coral farming can provide livelihoods for local communities through 

eco-tourism and sustainable fishing practices.



Q. Rabab recently seen in news is associated with which among the 
following. (PIB)

A) Folk dance

B) Martial Art form

C) Form of Puppetry

D) Musical instrument.



Ans: D

The rubab is the national musical instrument of Afghanistan.
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