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‘Rules cannot change midway
of public services recruitment’

Rules on recruitments to public services must be governed by fundamental rights of equality, says

a Constitution Bench of top court; Tules’ mean eligibility criteria and selection procedure, it adds

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

five-judge Constitu-
Ation Bench led by
Chief Justice of In-

dia D.Y. Chandrachud held
on Thursday that the eligi-
bility criteria, or the “rules
of the game”, for selection
of candidates to public ser-
vices could not be changed
midway once the recruit-
ment commenced.

“Eligibility criteria for
being placed in the select
list, notified at the com-
mencement of the recruit-
ment process, cannot be
changed midway through
the recruitment process
unless the extant rules so
permit, or the advertise-
ment, which is not con-
trary to the extant rules, so
permits,” Justice Manoj
Misra, who authored the
judgment, concluded.

The Constitution Bench,
in the unanimous 44-page
judgment, held that the
laws, rules and procedure
governing recruitments to
public services, both of the
Union and the States, must

——

be governed by the ove-
rarching principles of the
fundamental rights of
equality and non-discrimi-
nation.

Even if the criteria has
to be altered, the change
will have to meet the re-
quirements of Articles 14
(right to equality) and 16
(equal opportunity in pu-
blic employment and non-
discrimination) of the Con-
stitution and satisfy the
test of non-arbitrariness,
the court underscored.

However, the judgment
said a spot on the select list
would not guarantee a can-
didate the indefeasible
right to be appointed even
if vacancies were available.
However, on the other
hand, the state or any of its

QQ Criteria for
being in select
list cannot be changed
midway unless extant
rules or advertisement,
which is not contrary to
extant rules, so permits

JUSTICE MANOJ MISRA
Supreme Court Judge

instrumentalities could not
arbitrarily deny appoint-
ment to a selected
candidate.

Therefore, Justice Misra
said, it would be the state’s
burden to justify the denial
of appointment to a select-
ed candidate.

Justice Misra explained
what “the rules of the
game” meant.

“The ‘game’ is the pro-
cess of selection and ap-
pointment. Courts have
consistently frowned upon
tinkering with the rules of
the game once the recruit-
ment process commences.
This has crystallised into
an oft-quoted legal phrase
that ‘the rules of the game
must not be changed mid-
way, or after the game has

been played’,” the judge
said.

Two categories

The “rules” roughly fell in-
to two categories — one
which prescribes the eligi-
bility criteria or the essen-
tial qualifications of the
candidates seeking em-
ployment; and the other
which stipulates the meth-
od and manner of making
the selection from
amongst the eligible candi-
dates.

The court explained
that a “recruitment pro-
cess” began with the is-
suance of the advertise-
ment calling for
applications and ended
with filling of the vacan-
cies. The recruitment must
follow the extant rules and
adopt a procedure which
was transparent, non-dis-
criminatory, and non-arbi-
trary and had a rational
nexus to the object sought
to be achieved. The rules
concerned were binding
on the recruiting body
both in terms of procedure
and eligibility criteria.




Topic — Supreme Court Ruling on Public Service Recruitment

11 Judgment by Constitution Bench: A five-judge Constitution Bench led by Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud ruled on the stability of eligibility criteria during public service
recruitment.

Unchanged Rules: The eligibility criteria for candidates cannot be altered once the
recruitment process has begun, unless permitted by existing rules or the initial
advertisement.

ITh Fundamental Rights: The court emphasized that recruitment laws must adhere to
the principles of equality and non-discrimination as outlined in Articles 14 and 16 of the
Constitution.

) No Guaranteed Appointment: Being on the select list does not guarantee a
candidate's appointment, even if vacancies exist; however, arbitrary denial of
appointment by the state is not allowed.



€, State's Burden of Justification: If a selected candidate is denied
appointment, the state must justify its decision, reinforcing accountability in
the recruitment process.

@ Definition of "Rules of the Game": The term refers to the established
process of selection and appointment, which should not be altered once
recruitment has commenced.

Recruitment Process Defined: The recruitment process starts with the
advertisement for applications and ends with filling the vacancies, requiring
transparency and adherence to established rules.

Summary: The Supreme Court ruled that eligibility criteria for public service
recruitment cannot be changed mid-process, emphasizing adherence to
constitutional principles of equality and non-discrimination.



Removing bran on millets reduces
the benefits of eating them: study

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

Removing the bran from
millets results in decreas-
ing the protein, dietary
fibre, fat, mineral and phy-
tate content in them while
increasing the carbohy-
drates and amylose con-
tent, a recent paper in the
peer-reviewed journal Na-
ture Springer has shown.
This could squander away
the benefits of eating
millets.

The article, Impact of
debranning on the nutri-
tional, cooking, micros-
tructural characteristics of
five Indian small millets, by
Shanmugam Shobana et al
makes a case for consum-
ing millets as whole grain
without de-branning. “De-
husked millets are nutri-
tious and should be pro-
moted in Indian diets to
improve diet quality, de-
branned millets are nutri-
tionally inferior, can in-
crease the glycemic load of
Indian diets,” the authors
say.

The study was conduct-
ed by the Madras Diabetes
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Harvest time: Foxtail millets ready to be harvested at a farm at

Thoopanaickenpatti in Dindigul district. G. KARTHIKEYAN

Research Foundation
(MDRF), Chennai, and the
Indian Institute of Millet
Research, Hyderabad.

High in minerals

Millets are high in minerals
such as calcium, iron,
phosphorus, and potassi-
um, and they are an excel-
lent source of phyto-chem-
icals such as phenolic
compounds when com-
pared with other major ce-
reals (rice, wheat, maize),
conferring a range of
health benefits such as an-
ti-aging, anti-carcinogenic,
anti-atherosclerogenic, an-

tibacterial, and antioxidant
effects.

The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization recog-
nised 2023 as the Interna-
tional Year of Millets and
the Indian government
went all out to celebrate it.

Ms. Shobana says: “We
did a small market survey
in 2018, and found that
millets, polished like white
rice, were being sold in
stores. There are differenc-
es between polished mil-
lets and whole grains, in
terms of colour and tex-
ture, but if you are buying
packaged products, it is

difficult to tell.” This partic-
ular study looked at the
smaller millets — foxtail, lit-
tle, kodo, barnyard, and
proso.

But why are millets pol-
ished? Dr. Shobana ex-
plains that removing the
bran and germ extends the
shelf life of millets. Millet
bran is rich in fats, and not
removing it might reduce
shelf life, as it could be-
come rancid faster. De-
branning will also reduce
cooking time, make the
grain softer and less che-

V. Mohan, president,
Madras Diabetes Research
Foundation, adds: “While
millets have their advan-
tages in terms of phytonu-
trients and protein intake,
the type of millets available
in the market are highly
polished and consuming
this results in a high gly-
cemic index, which is not
desirable. We should take
efforts to make millets
available as they originally
were available in the coun-
try, so that they are of be-
nefit to people with dia-
betes too.”




Topic — Nutritional Insights on Millets

(- Nutritional Impact of Debranning: Removing bran from millets decreases protein,
dietary fiber, fat, minerals, and phytate content while increasing carbohydrates and
amylose.

“\_ Nutritional Inferiority: Debranned millets are considered nutritionally inferior and
can increase the glycemic

( Glycemic index (Gl) is a measure of how much a food raises blood sugar levels:
Gl measures how quickly a food's carbohydrates are converted into glucose, a type of sugar

load of diets, potentially negating the health benefits of millets.

“ Whole Grain Promotion: The study advocates for the consumption of whole grain
millets to improve diet quality in India.

¥ Mineral Richness: Millets are high in essential minerals like calcium, iron,
phosphorus, and potassium, and contain beneficial phyto-chemicals.

¢ International Year of Millets: The year 2023 has been recognized by the Food and
Agriculture Organization as the International Year of Millets, with significant promotion
by the Indian government.
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_ Shelf Life vs. Nutrition: Polishing millets extends shelf life but reduces
nutritional value; the bran and germ are removed to prevent rancidity and reduce
cooking time.

Summary: A recent study highlights the nutritional drawbacks of debranning millets,
advocating for their consumption as whole grains to maximize health benefits.
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Topic —0Ozempic: The Wonder Drug

Overview

Ozempic: Injectable prescription drug.
Active Ingredient: Semaglutide.

FDA Approval:
2017 for type 2 diabetes. = i — -
2021 for weight management (Wegovy). -0+

Manufacturer: Novo Nordisk.

L/

Key Features

Drug Class:

Glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) receptor agonists.
Mechanism:

Mimics GLP-1 hormone.

Slows digestion, reduces appetite, increases insulin release.



Benefits:
Weight loss.
Heart and kidney health benefits noted.

Popularity & Cultural Impact

Celebrity Endorsements: Notable figures like Elon Musk.
Social Phenomenon: Emergence of "Ozempic parties."
Supply Issues: Increased demand leads to supply challenges.



User Demographics

Target Users:
Individuals with type 2 diabetes.
Adults with obesity/overweight conditions.

i - ||| 0zEmPic
d

(semaglutide) injection
For Single Patient U

Current Discussions

Risks and Side Effects:

Compounded versions leading to health risks.
Research Focus:

Effectiveness in managing knee osteoarthritis pain.
Healthcare Coverage:

Medicaid considerations for GLP-1 drugs.



Can the state acquire all private property?

When can private properties be taken over by the government? Why was the right to property taken out from the list of Fundamental Rights? What does Article
39 (b) of the Directive Principles of State Policy articulate? Why was Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer’s interpretation of the same struck down?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
nine-judge Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court, in a
majority judgment (8:1), held
that not every private resource
can be considered a ‘material resource of
the community’ to be used by the
government to serve the ‘common good.
This overturns the earlier interpretation
formed in 1977 that has been followed by
the Supreme Court till 1997.

‘What are constitutional provisions?
Part IV of the Constitution contains the
Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP).
These are principles that the government
should follow to achieve social and
economic justice in our society. Article
39(b) in Part IV provides that ‘ownership
and control of material resources of the
community are so distributed as best to
subserve the common good.

The Constitution originally guaranteed
right to property and compensation for
acquisition as a Fundamental Right under
Articles 19(1)(f) and 31 respectively. Article
31C was added through the 25th
amendment in 1971. It provided an
exception that laws made to fulfil the
principles under Articles 39(b) and (c)
shall not be void on the ground that it
violated Fundamental Rights including
right to property. In the Kesavananda
Bharati case (1973), a 13-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court upheld the validity of
Article 31C but made it subject to judicial
review. In 1978, the right to property was
omitted from Fundamental Rights and
made a constitutional right under Article
300A. Any law to acquire private
property by the government should only
be for a public purpose with adequate
compensation meted out.

What were earlier judgments?
In State of Karnataka versus Ranganatha
Reddy (1977), a seven-judge Bench of the

Supreme Court upheld a Karnataka State
law that nationalised private bus
transport services. Justice V.R. Krishna
Iyer wrote a separate ‘afterword’
interpreting the phrase ‘material resource
of the community’ contained in Article
39(b). He held that it embraces all
national wealth, not merely natural
resources, and all the private and public
sources of meeting material needs. This
minority judgment formed the basis of
the Sanjeev Coke Manufacturing Company
versus Bharat Coking Coal Limited (1982)
case, that upheld the nationalisation of
coke oven plants. It was again relied on in
Mafatlal Industries Limited versus Union of
India (1996).

‘What is the current ruling?
In Property owners’ association versus
State of Maharashtra, a seven-judge Bench

ISTOCKPHOTO

referred the issue of interpretation of
Article 39(b) to a nine-judge Bench. The
current majority opinion (for seven
judges including the CJI) held the
interpretation of V.R. Krishna Iyer, that
every privately-owned property could be
used by the state as a ‘material resource’
to ‘subserve the common good’, as a rigid
economic ideology that advocates greater
governmental control over private
resources. Therefore, it was rejected by
the majority opinion which said that India
has moved on from a socialistic model to
amarket-based liberalised economic
model.

1t held that to qualify as a ‘material
resource of the community, a resource
must be ‘material’ and ‘of the
community.’ The ‘public trust doctrine’
and context-specific key factors that
would determine this are the inherent

characteristics of the resource; its impact
on community well-being; its scarcity;
and the impact due to its concentration in
private hands. Hence, certain resources
like forests, ponds, spectrum, mines and
minerals may fall within the scope of
Article 39(b) even if they are privately
held. However, not every private resource
automatically qualifies just because it
meets material needs. The term
‘distribute’ in Article 39(b) also carries a
wide meaning that can include both
government acquisition and
redistribution to private players, as long
as it serves the common good. Justice
Nagarathna concurred partially with the
seven-judge majority while opining that
all private resources except ‘personal
effects’ like apparel, jewellery etc., can be
transformed into a ‘material resource of
the community’ through nationalisation,
acquisition etc. Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia
wrote the sole dissenting opinion where
he upheld the interpretation of V.R.
Krishna Iyer in the Ranganatha Reddy
case and opined that it is for the
legislature to decide on how the
ownership and control of material
resources is to be distributed.

‘What is the way forward?

Our economy has changed from a
socialistic pattern to a liberalised,
market-oriented model. The ensuing
growth has uplifted vast majority of
people from abject poverty. However,
there is also a growing inequality that
needs to be addressed. This judgment
should protect the small farm and forest
lands of marginalised sections from
forceful acquisitions by the government.
Equally important is the sustainable
exploitation and distribution of material
public resources within the domain of the
government.

We must bear in mind that we have not
inherited the earth and its resources from
our ancestors but have borrowed it from
our future generations.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.

THE GIST

v

Article 39(b) provides that
‘ownership and control of
material resources of the
community are so distributed
as best to subserve the
common good.

v

In State of Karnataka versus
Ranganatha Reddy (1977),
Justice V.R. Krishna lyer wrote
a separate ‘afterword’
interpreting the phrase
‘material resource of the
community’ contained in
Article 39(b). He held that it
embraces all national wealth,
not merely natural resources,
and all the private and public
sources of meeting material
needs.

v

The current majority opinion
(for seven judges including the
CJI) held the interpretation of
V.R. Krishna lyer, that every
privately-owned property
could be used by the state as a
‘material resource’ to ‘subserve
the common good’, as a rigid
economic ideology that
advocates greater
governmental control over
private resources.
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Topic -- SC ON Private Property

i Supreme Court Ruling: A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court ruled (8:1) that not all private resources qualify as 'material resources of
the community' for government use.

Historical Context: This ruling overturns a previous interpretation
established in 1977, which was followed until 1997.

| Directive Principles: Part IV of the Constitution outlines the Directive
Principles of State Policy (DPSP), aimed at achieving social and economic
justice.

11 Article 39(b): This article mandates that the ownership and control of
community resources should be distributed to best serve the common good.




2> Right to Property: Originally a Fundamental Right, the right to property —
was redefined in 1978 as a constitutional right under Article 300A, requiring
public purpose and compensation for acquisition.

©), Kesavananda Bharati Case: The 1973 ruling upheld Article 31C's validity
but subjected it to judicial review, impacting property rights.

B2 Public Purpose Requirement: Any government acquisition of private
property must be for a public purpose and include adequate compensation



Current Ruling

i Seven-Judge Bench Decision: A seven-judge Bench has referred the
interpretation of Article 39(b) to a nine-judge Bench.

Majority Opinion: Rejected a rigid economic ideology that advocates for greater
governmental control over private resources.

Article 39(b) Interpretation

Clarification: Not all privately-owned resources are considered 'material
resources of the community'; they must be both 'material' and 'of the community'.

Public Trust Doctrine
% Resource Classification: Resources such as forests, ponds, and minerals may

fall under Article 39(b) even if privately held, but not all private resources qualify
automatically.



Justice Opinions

[T Justice Nagarathna: Partially concurred with the majority, suggesting that
all private resources, except personal effects, can be nationalized.

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia: Dissented, advocating for legislative control over
resource distribution.

Economic Shift

~/ Transition: Reflects India's shift from a socialistic to a liberalized market
economy.
Impact: This shift has reduced poverty but increased inequality.




Sustainable Resource Management

¢» Emphasis: The ruling stresses sustainable exploitation and distribution of
public resources.
Protection: Aims to protect marginalized communities from forceful acquisitions.

Intergenerational Responsibility

__ Future Considerations: Highlights the importance of considering future
generations in resource management.
Stewardship: Emphasizes stewardship over ownership.

Summary: The ruling on Article 39(b) marks a shift from government control of
private resources to sustainable management and community benefit, addressing
economic inequality.



SC ON ARTICLE 31C

e The Supreme Court's nine-judge bench led by CJI D Y Chandrachud unanimously ruled
that Article 31C of the Constitution, which presumed legality of legislation giving effect to
Directive Principles of State Policy, and which was partly validated by the SC's 13-judge

bench in Kesavananda Bharati case, continues to hold good.
® The bench said the SC's 1980 Minerva Mills judgment, which struck down Section 4 of the

Emergency-era 42nd amendment changing the contours of Article 31C, would not

altogether obliterate the provision, although the constitutionality of specific laws enacted

to give effect to it could be subjected to judicial scrutiny.



e The original text of Article 31C, which was inserted in the Constitution in 1971
through the 25th constitutional amendment, said no law giving effect to
Directive Principles of State Policy, as specified in clauses (b) and (c) of Article
39, "shall be deemed to be void on the ground that it breached Articles 14
(equality) and 19 (free speech)". Kesavananda Bharati judgment upheld this
part of Art 31C.

e However, it had struck down the second part of Article 31C, which said no law
containing a declaration that it is for giving effect to such policy shall be called in

question in any court on the ground that it does not give effect to such policy



"The text of the unamended Article 31C was challenged, and the first part of the Article was upheld by
13-judge decision in Kesavananda Bharati while the latter half of the Article was invalidated. Therefore,
the first half of unamended Article 31C, which is the subject matter of the present controversy, was
undoubtedly constitutional... We conclude that unamended Article 31C continues in force," it said.



Economic Philosophy and Constitutional Provisions

Socialist Influence 1
Constitution and Economic Philosophy 1 Directive Principles of State Policy 1

Balance: Common Good vs. Individual Rights 1
Community Resource Distribution 1

Articles 39(b) and (c) 1

Economic Detriment Prevention 1

N

~.__ Supreme Court Ruling 1

Private vs. Community Resources 1

Limited Interpretation of Private Property 1
. . Non-Ideological Approach 1 Nature and Characteristics 1
Majority Opinion 1 - - "
— ’ Factors for Resource Acquisition 1 Community Necessity 1
udicial Perspectives 1 :
= ; g o Societal Inequality 1 V\ Scarcity and Impact 1
"~ Dissenting Opinion 1 T : 3
= < Legislative Discretion 1

Eminent Domain Principle 1

Resource Acquisition and Nationalization 2

Natural Resource Allocation 1
S

Fair and Transparent Processes 1

Nationalization Justification 1 Diegive tniposy
u< Flexibility for Future Policies 1




Are CSR contributions to

agriculture properly tracked?

How much of an impact does agriculture have on Indias GDP? What are the key requirements to improve

agricultural sustainability? What hinders CSR’s potential with respect to agriculture?

Dasari Giridhar
Manan Bhan

The story so far:
decade ago, India became the
first country to legally mandate
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR). Section 135 of the
Companies Act 2013 outlines the rules
and regulations governing CSR. According
to the National CSR Portal, from 2014 to
2023, %1.84 lakh crore of CSR funds were
disbursed. With the extent of
contributions increasing, a question
arises: how can CSR help agriculture?

CSR’s contribution to agriculture
Nearly 47% of the population depends on
agriculture for employment, and the
fraction of India’s labour force in
agriculture is significantly higher than the
global average of 25%. Economically,
agriculture accounts for 16.73% of India’s

GDP. Now that India’s food production is
on a relatively stable footing, concerns
focus on the degradation of the natural
resource base, stagnant farmer incomes,
and threats caused by climate change.
Lately, there have been clear signs
from corporate entities that they wish to
contribute to climate action and
sustainability in the agricultural sector in
India through their CSR budgets.
According to an outlook report prepared
by a CSR platform last year, 23% of
companies surveyed had “environment
and sustainability” as their CSR priority
area. Capital requirements and
infrastructural development are the most
important needs of Indian agriculture
today — and this is also where CSR
activities have previously contributed and
are expected to continue doing so. Some
examples of such activities include
establishing grain banks, farmer schools,
livelihood projects based on agriculture

and allied activities, water conservation
projects, and energy-efficient irrigation.
The recent paradigm shift in agriculture
towards sustainability and modern
agriculture makes a good case for CSR
funds from the private sector.

The main obstacle

There is an important problem that
hinders CSR’s potential in agriculture:
there is currently no way to fully
determine the extent of funding going
into these projects consistently and
distinctively, and to categorise them
based on targeted sectors of CSR
activities. In other words, current
reporting mechanisms have little to no
emphasis on agriculture-related CSR
initiatives. Under activities mentioned in
Schedule VII of the Companies Act,
activities targeting agricultural
sustainability could fall under 11 of the 29
development sectors of CSR allocations.

These are gender equality; agroforestry;
poverty, eradicating hunger and
malnutrition; technology incubators;
animal welfare; environmental
sustainability; livelihood enhancement
projects; conservation of natural
resources; rural development projects;
socio-economic inequalities; and
women’s empowerment. But there’s little
chance of tracking the funds spent for
agriculture-related initiatives alone
because these 11 sectors encompass a
great variety of activities, many of which
are unrelated to agricultural
sustainability, thus affecting reporting and
limiting sectoral impact assessments.

Given the importance of agriculture for
the Indian economy and its place in the
country’s plans and strategies to
engender more sustainable growth and
effect a just transition, specifying
agriculture as a distinct sector in CSR
activities is crucial. Transitioning the
reporting framework based on sectors
receiving funds would also help
streamline and better target the available
funds, add more meaning to the
contributions, and ensure transparency.
Likewise, identifying the prevailing
sustainability issues vis-a-vis
agroecosystems and directing funds
according to requirements will help drive
tractable changes.

Dasari Giridhar is a research associate
and Manan Bhan is a Fellow in Residence —
both at ATREE, Bengaluru.
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Nearly 47% of the population
depends on agriculture for
employment, and the fraction
of India’s labour force in
agriculture is significantly
higher than the global average
of 25%.

v

According to an outlook report
prepared by a CSR platform
last year, 23% of companies
surveyed had “environment
and sustainability” as their CSR
priority area.

v

There is an important problem
that hinders CSR’s potential in
agriculture: there is currently
no way to fully determine the
extent of funding going into
these projects consistently and
distinctively, and to categorise
them based on targeted
sectors of CSR activities.



Topic -India's CSR and Agricultural Impact

Overview of India's CSR Mandate
" India's CSR Legislation: India pioneered the legal mandate for Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) with Section 135 of the Companies Act 2013.

CSR Funding and Contributions
¢ Funding Growth: Between 2014 and 2023, ¥1.84 lakh crore was allocated to
CSR, showcasing a notable rise in contributions.

Agricultural Employment in India

(- Employment Statistics: Around 47% of India's workforce is engaged in
agriculture, surpassing the global average of 25%.



CSR Focus on Sustainability

¢» Environmental Priorities: 23% of surveyed companies emphasize
"environment and sustainability" in their CSR efforts, indicating a trend
towards sustainable agricultural practices.

Key Needs in Indian Agriculture

#& Critical Requirements: Capital and infrastructure are vital for Indian
agriculture, with CSR initiatives targeting grain banks, farmer education, and
water conservation.

Challenges in CSR Reporting

.| Reporting Issues: Current CSR reporting lacks clarity on
agriculture-specific funding, complicating impact assessment.




Importance of Sector Specification

), Sector Distinction: Defining agriculture as a separate sector in CSR
activities is crucial for improved tracking, targeting, and transparency of funds
for agricultural sustainability.

Summary
Potential and Challenges: While India's CSR framework holds promise for

agricultural impact, transparency and reporting challenges limit its
effectiveness.
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Gas may dash Big Oil's dreams of
cashing in on Namibia’s oil

Reuters
PARIS/CAPE TOWN

International companies
and the government of Na-
mibia had high hopes only
months ago they could
quickly cash in on offshore
discoveries and turn the
country they saw as the
world’s last frontier of un-
tapped oil into a prolific
producer.

They have since hit a
major complication: an un-
expectedly high percen-
tage of gas in the fields,
meaning they need to in-
stall additional infrastruc-
ture. That will slow deve-
lopment and may make
projects unprofitable, ac-
cording to sources.

“What we are seeing is
that all our discoveries

Not allowed: Namibian law bans companies from releasing CO2
derived from burning gas into the atmosphere. REUTERS

have a very high gas-to-oil
ratio,” Namibia’s Petro-
leum Commissioner Mag-
gy Shino told an industry
conference last month.
Namibian law bans flar-
ing—or burning gas off, re-
leasing CO2 into the at-

mosphere—meaning
companies will have to in-
ject the gas back into the
reservoir or process it for
consumption, which Ms.
Shino said was in any case
the right thing to do.
Although the industry

says oil will be needed for
decades to come, the Inter-
national Energy Agency
(IEA) estimates global use
will peak before 2030 as
the world weans itself off
carbon-emitting fossil fuels
and as electric vehicle use
increases, led by the
world’s biggest commodi-
ties consumer China.

For the major compa-
nies that have acquired or
are seeking to invest in
stakes in development
blocks, that is a setback, in-
dustry sources said.

“We are working on it ...
It’s a matter of being able
to re-inject all this gas in
the reservoir at a cost that
is acceptable,” TotalEner-
gies CEO Patrick Pouyanne
told investors in New York
last month.




Topic — Namibia's Offshore Oil Development: Challenges and Prospects

Key Challenges and Developments

¢» High Expectations: Both international companies and the Namibian government
had high hopes for rapid development of offshore oil discoveries, seeing Namibia
as a potential last frontier for untapped oil reserves.

. Gas Complications: A significant challenge has arisen due to a high gas-to-oil
ratio in the fields. This situation requires additional infrastructure, which could delay
development and affect profitability.

. Legal Restrictions: Namibian law prohibits the flaring of gas. Companies are
required to either reinject it into the reservoir or process it for consumption, as

highlighted by Petroleum Commissioner Maggy Shino.



ha —

"\ Future of Oil: Despite the ongoing demand for oil, the International Energy Agenc=
forecasts that global oil use will peak before 2030. This is due to a shift towards

renewable energy and electric vehicles, especially in China.

71 Investment Setbacks: Major companies interested in investing in Namibian oil
development face setbacks due to the unexpected gas issues, complicating their plans.
¢ Cost Management: TotalEnergies CEQO Patrick Pouyanne stressed the importance

of managing costs associated with reinjecting gas into the reservoir.

=] Sustainable Practices: The industry recognizes the need for sustainable practices in
gas handling, aligning with global trends towards reducing carbon emissions.

Summary: Namibia's offshore oil development is encountering significant challenges due to
high gas ratios, legal restrictions on gas flaring, and shifting global energy trends, which are
impacting investment and profitability.



Philippines ‘retakes’
an island in disputed
sea in mock combat

Associated Press
THITU ISLAND

Philippine forces practised
retaking an island in the
South China Sea on Wed-
nesday in the first such
combat exercise in the dis-
puted waters as Chinese
Navy ships kept watch
from a distance, the Philip-
pine military chief said.

Gen. Romeo Brawner
Jr., who witnessed the
drills from a navy frigate,
said the exercise under-
scored the readiness of Fili-
pino forces to defend the
country’s sovereignty at all
costs.

“We are warning our
neighbours or whoever or
any external forces that we
are capable of defending
our islands,” Mr. Brawner
told a small group of press-
persons invited to the com-

bat exercises.

There were no imme-
diate comments from Chi-
nese officials, but they
have opposed past war
drills in the South China
Sea, which Beijing claims
virtually in its entirety.

Delicate fault line

The long-seething territo-
rial disputes that also in-
volve other claimants are a
delicate fault line in the
U.S.-China rivalry in Asia
and likely will remain a ma-
jor foreign policy concern
for the next American
President.

In the drills, a Philippine
navy frigate approached
Loaita Island, which the
Philippines calls Kota Is-
land, while four speed-
boats with marines and na-
vy sailors landed on its
beach.




Topic —Loaita Island (Kota Island) in the Philippines #f

Overview of Loaita Island

Location: Part of the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea
Significance: Strategic military and economic interest
Key Topics

Historical Context

Claims by various nations

Past military engagements
Geopolitical Importance

Proximity to shipping lanes

Influence of surrounding nations (China, U.S., etc.)
Development Plans

Infrastructure improvements

Environmental conservation efforts
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Australia mulls mandating age limit of 16 for children to use social media

Associated Press
MELBOURNE

The Australian govern-
ment announced on
Thursday what it de-
scribed as world-leading
legislation that would insti-
tute an age limit of 16 years
for children to start using
social media, and hold
platforms responsible for
ensuring compliance.

“Social media is doing
harm to our kids and I am
calling time on it,” Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese said.

The legislation will be
introduced in Parliament
during its final two weeks
in session this year, sche-
duled to begin on Novem-
ber 18. The age limit would
take effect 12 months after

the law is passed, Mr. Alba-
nese told presspersons.

The platforms including
X, TikTok, Instagram, and
Facebook would need to
use that year to work out
how to exclude Australian
children younger than 16.

“I have spoken to thou-
sands of parents, grandpa-
rents, aunties, and uncles.
They, like me, are worried
sick about the safety of our
kids online,” Mr. Albanese
said.

The proposal comes as
governments around the
world are wrestling with
how to supervise youth’s
use of technologies like
smartphones and social
media.

Social media platforms
would be penalised for
breaching the age limit,

Age barrier: The proposal comes as governments around the world
wrestle with how to supervise youth’s use of technologies. AFp

but under-age children and
their parents would not.

Onus on platforms

“The onus will be on social
media platforms to demon-
strate they are taking rea-
sonable steps to prevent

access. The onus will not
be on parents or youth,”
Mr. Albanese said.
Antigone Davis, head of
safety at Meta, which owns
Facebook and Instagram,
said the company would
respect any age limitations

the government wants to
introduce.

“However, what is mis-
sing is a deeper discussion
on how we implement pro-
tections, otherwise we risk
making ourselves feel bet-
ter, like we have taken ac-
tion, but teens and parents
will not find themselves in
a better place,” Ms. Davis
said in a statement.

She added that stronger
tools in app stores and op-
erating systems for parents
to control what apps their
children can use would be
a “simple and effective
solution.”

The main Opposition
party has also given in-
principle support for an
age limit at 16.

X did not immediately
respond to a request for

comment on Thursday.
TikTok declined to
comment.

The Digital Industry
Group Inc., an advocate for
the digital industry in Aus-
tralia, described the age li-
mit as a “20th Century res-
ponse to 2Ist Century
challenges.” “Rather than
blocking access through
bans, we need to take a ba-
lanced approach to create
age-appropriate  spaces,
build digital literacy, and
protect young people from
online harm,” its managing
director Sunita Bose said in
a statement.

More than 140 Austra-
lian and international aca-
demics with expertise in
fields related to technology
and child welfare signed an
open letter to Mr. Albanese

last month opposing a so-
cial media age limit as “too
blunt an instrument to ad-
dress risks effectively.”

Jackie Hallan, a director
at the youth mental health
service ReachOut, op-
posed the ban. She said
73% of youth across Austra-
lia accessing mental health
support did so through so-
cial media.

“We are uncomfortable
with the ban. We think
young people are likely to
circumvent a ban and our
concern is that it really
drives the behaviour un-
derground and then if
things go wrong, youth are
less likely to get support
from parents and carers
because they are worried
about getting in trouble,”
Ms. Hallan said.
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e The Australian government announced what it described as
world-leading legislation that would institute an age limit of 16 years
for children to start using social media, and hold platforms
responsible for ensuring compliance
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