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At treaty negotiations in Busan, India proposes
compensation to meet costs of controlling plastics

Jacob Koshy
BUSAN

Developing countries will
comply with ‘control mea-
sures’ on plastic only if
they are compensated for
the cost they entail, India
said in a proposal at the
Global Plastics Treaty ne-
gotiations on Wednesday.
This is India’s first substan-
tive move during the talks
being held in the South Ko-
rean city of Busan.

Echoing a principle
from climate change nego-
tiations, India has empha-
sised that there must be a
transfer of technologies
from developed to deve-
loping nations that must
respect “national
circumstances”.

Exactly what these ‘con-
trol measures’ and ‘costs’
are has not been specified
yet. They are among a
plethora of crucial unde-
fined terms; in fact, there
is still no agreed definition
for the word ‘plastic’ as far
as the treaty is concerned.

These and many other

concepts are at the heart of
the negotiations, involving
around 170 countries.

Officially called the 5th
Intergovernmental Nego-
tiations Committee (INC),
which is administered by
the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme (UN-
EP), the talks are sche-
duled to conclude on
December 1.

More ambitiously, the
treaty aims at having coun-
tries cut the production of
plastic itself and as a conse-
quence, plastic polymers,
which are components of
most products undergird-
ing modern economies.

India has a significant
petrochemicals refining in-
dustry and while it has
banned several kinds of
single-use plastic, it has
been far from successful at
reining in plastic waste.

Solo proposal

Several other countries
have articulated proposals
regarding finance mechan-
isms. However, India is
among the few that have

While India has banned several kinds of single-use plastic, it has

been far from successful at reining in plastic waste. AP

gone solo in making sub-
missions.

‘A just transition’

In verbal ‘interventions’,
where countries publicly
raise their concerns to the
INC Chair, the tenor of In-
dia’s submissions is that
speed ought not to trump
the spirit of consensus, in-
clusivity, and transparen-
cy. While many countries
have addressed various
proposals in the several
contact groups, India has
so far restricted itself to

formal proposals on fi-
nance mechanisms.

India has also proposed
that a new dedicated multi-
lateral fund be created
with contributions to be
“additional and distinct”
from other financial transf-
ers. This fund would be go-
verned by a duly constitut-
ed subsidiary body that
will also facilitate “...transf-
er of technology from de-
veloped countries to deve-
loping  countries, for
achieving a just transition
towards sustainable pro-

duction and consumption
of plastics, in accordance
with national circumstanc-
es under the financial me-
chanism,” India’s submis-
sion added.

Worried countries
While national representa-
tives at these talks are in
principle committed to an
agreement, many are wor-
ried that a treaty on plastic
pollution will restrict the
production and supply of
plastic and polymers, dis-
rupting their economies.
On the other end of the
spectrum are Pacific island
nations such as Tuvalu, Pa-
lau, and Fiji, who are de-
manding ambitious action
on restraining both plastic
waste and production.
They point out that the ma-
rine pollution from dump-
ing plastic waste as well as
their limited capacity to
respond has resulted in ex-
istential threats to their
countries.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 7 & 15




Topic — Global Plastics Treaty Negotiations: India's Stance
Key Points

¢» Developing Countries' Compliance: Nations like India require compensation to
adhere to plastic control measures.

== INdia's Proposal: India made a significant proposal at the Global Plastics Treaty
negotiations in Busan, South Korea.

=] Technology Transfer: India emphasizes the need for technology transfer from
developed to developing countries, considering their unique circumstances.

? Undefined Terms: Key terms such as 'control measures', 'costs', and 'plastic' remain
undefined in the treaty discussions.

€ Global Participation: The negotiations involve approximately 170 countries as part of
the 5th Intergovernmental Negotiations Committee (INC) under UNEP.



7 Conclusion Timeline: Talks are set to conclude on December 1, aiming to reduce pl:
production and its components.
iid India's Plastic Waste Challenge: Despite banning certain single-use plastics, India faces

challenges in managing plastic waste due to its large petrochemicals industry.



India's Unique Approach to Plastic Pollution

Key Points

== INdia's Independent Proposals: Unlike many countries that collaborate on finance
mechanisms, India has chosen to submit proposals independently.

<v Emphasis on Consensus: India stresses the importance of consensus, inclusivity,
and transparency, advocating that speed should not compromise these values.

¢ New Multilateral Fund: India proposes a new fund, separate from existing financial
transfers, to support sustainable practices.

¢» Technology Transfer: The fund aims to facilitate technology transfer from
developed to developing nations, promoting sustainable plastic production and

consumption.



11 Economic Concerns: Some countries worry that a treaty on plastic pollution could

limit their economies by restricting plastic production and supply.

& Pacific Island Nations' Advocacy: Nations like Tuvalu, Palau, and Fiji push for
stronger actions against plastic waste due to existential threats from marine pollution.
. Economic vs. Environmental Divide: Discussions highlight a divide between
nations concerned about economic impacts and those advocating for urgent

environmental action.



Give environmental clearances
for Kalasa-Banduri, Mekedatu
projects: Shivakumar to Centre

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
on Wednesday called upon
Union Minister for Envi-
ronment and Forest Bhu-
pender Yadav and ap-
pealed to him to expedite
environmental clearance
for the Kalasa-Banduri and
Mekedatu projects, which
are crucial for fulfilling the
drinking water needs of
north Karnataka and Ben-
galuru, respectively.

He also urged the
Centre to issue a gazette
notification on the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal-II
decisions for equitable wa-
ter distribution between
Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh, and Maharashtra.

D.K. Shivakumar

Mr. Shivakumar stressed
on collaboration between
the State and Central go-
vernments for successful
project implementation
and urged Mr. Yadav to de-
clare the Upper Krishna
Project and the Upper Bha-
dra Project as national pro-
jects for additional funding
from the Centre.

In September, Karnata-

ka urged the Centre to pro-
vide necessary clearance
from the National Board
for Wildlife (NBWL) to ex-
pedite the execution of the
long-pending Kalasa-Ban-
duri Nala Diversion Pro-
ject. The board rejected
Karnataka’s proposal to
use forest land for the Kala-
sa project in the Western
Ghats citing legal disputes
between Goa, Karnataka,
and Maharashtra related to
Mahadayi Water Dispute
Tribunal’s award, which

was pending before the Su-
preme Court.
However, Karnataka

had contested the decision
of the NBWL stating that
the Supreme Court does
not restrain Karnataka
from proceeding with the
project.




Topic — Kalasa-Banduri and Mekedatu Projects Overview
Project Details

? Location: Situated in Karnataka, India, the Kalasa-Banduri and Mekedatu projects are
pivotal for the region.
Purpose: These initiatives focus on improving water supply and management.
%1 Infrastructure: Involves constructing dams and reservoirs to control water flow.
Environmental Impact: Discussions are ongoing about the effects on local ecosystems.
IT1 Political Context: The projects are politically sensitive, involving debates among state
governments.
¢ Funding: Financial backing and budget allocations are crucial for project success.
=] Future Prospects: Expected to enhance irrigation and drinking water supply, benefiting
local communities.



New moire superconductor opens
the door to new quantum materials

ists have found that

cientists are constantl
engineering new materials that
exhibit exotic properties. Moiré
materials, in particular, are
deceptively simple.

‘Take a material made of a single type of
atom, like a block of graphite. Slice offa
thin layer from the top so that you have a
two-dimensional sheet of carbon atoms
bonded together (graphene). Place one
sheet on top of another. Finally, twist the
top sheet by a small angle. You now have
amoiré material.

‘These materials have unusual
electronic and quantum properties. The
one made of graphene has even been
found to be a superconductor.

Ina recent study in Nature, scientists
reported that moiré materials made from
semiconductor materials can also be
superconducting, a property once
considered to be exclusive to the
graphene system.

Exploring why semiconductor moiré
materials behave differently from
graphene in terms of superconductivity is
key to advancing our understanding of
‘quantum materials. This in turn can pave
the way for new materials with more
unusual properties — and unusual
applications.

The moiré pattern
‘The researchers explored
superconductivity in twisted bilayer
tungsten diselenide (tWSe2, a moiré
material created by stacking two layers of
tungsten diselenide, a semiconductor,
and rotating one layer by a small angle.
Even though the two layers of a moiré
‘material have the same arrangement of
atoms, the misalignment caused by the
small twist produces a completely
different pattern when seen from the top
(see image above). This s called the moiré
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1 1ade from semiconductor materials can
xploring why semiconductor moiré materials beha

Iso be superconducting, a property once considered to be
e differently is key to advancing understanding of quantum materials
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pattern.
In moiré materials, the moiré pattern

gives rise to new behaviours that are not

present in the individual 2D materials

is twisted by a small angle. JEANNO (CCBY5A40)

aren't seen in typical materials.
‘These interactions can lead to the

leads to

lone.
the formation of flat bands in the
electronic structure of the material.

Flat bands i

Cooper pairs, where two
electrons pair up across  short distance
and move around as a single unit. This

pairing is central to the phenomenon of

The electronic structure of a material
describes how electrons in the material
behave. The energy bands are a way to
visualise the energy the electrons possess
and how fast they move within the
material.

Imagine the energy bands to be a
ladder: each step (or band) represents the
range of energies an electron can have. As.

(Leon Cooper, for
whom the pairs are named, passed away
on October 23.)

‘Their coordinated movement helps
them avoid scattering, a process where
electrons collide with atoms or impurities
inthe material and deviate from their
path, causing electrical resistance. On the
other hand, Cooper pairs can travel

¢ material without scattering,

In typical materials, electrons
gain or lose Kinetic energy when
they move across different

energy le
their speed and

determined by the illing of the electronic
states. In its non-superconducting state,
tWSe: had the properties of a strongly
correlated metal, where the stron
electron interactions play a pivotal role in

But in moiré materials the

el

ele very
little variation in energy

‘The researchers found that tWse: was a
robust conductor with a tran:
temperature of around -272.9

s 2

‘behaviour.

Stability in unity

Previous research with tWSe: has shown
potential superconducting states, but it
was unstable when researchers cycled it
between room temperature and the
transition temperature. The material
couldn’t maintain its superconducting

transitior the critical
below which a material enters the
superconducting state, exhibiting zero
electrical resistance.

‘The temperature observed is on par
‘with those found in high-temperature

value

it was unstable.

According to the new study, tWSez
actually has a robust superconducting
state ~ and one that’s different from how
the property emerges in graphene-based
moiré materials. For tWsez,

yougo up the ladder, the electron leading to zero resistance and energy loss,
possesses more ang %y and ivi
momentum, meaning it will move faster.

Aflat band means that the energy ‘The devil in the twist
values of the theladder | The used tWSez with a twist
are nearly constant, creatinga flat region | angle of 3.65° o form a moiré material.
within the band. In this scenario, allthe “Then they examined how

electrons have the same energy, unlike in
typical materials where the energy levels
are spread out over a range.

ity is driven by

behaved when the material’s electronic

transition at around
250°C.

states were halflled, a
strongly associated with

Also i typical materials,
orlose kinetic energy when they move
across different energy levels, which
affects their speed and momentum. But in
moiré materials, because the bands are

i little

in .
(These states refer o the steps on the
energy ladder: each state can
accommodate a fixed number of
electrons.)

flat,

variation in energy.
result, the electrons move slowly

and are said t0 be heavy. These

They al ined the behaviour of
the electrons when the energy gap
between the sublattices within the
material is small, since this influences the

i ies. Sublattices

are more likely
to interact with each other, creating
strong electron-electron interactions that

properti
are smaller grids of groups of atoms
‘within the material.

in

halfband filling, while graphene-based
depend on flat bands and

precisely when thy 2
‘half-filled. The team also found that the
moiré material could transition to an

‘Asa result, while graphene-based
systems become superconducting at

insulatis y
altering the electronic properties of the
‘material.

‘The material had a

higher tWSezis more
stable. This study creates a new avenue to
explore superconductivity in

systems. It also
about 10 times longer than other moiré | offers valuable insights into the material's
i i its i its 2D

‘materials,
superconducting state is not fragile.

layers are twisted.

“The study also
superconductivity in the moiré material
occurred only in certain regions,

af i
writer and journalist with a master’s degree
in physics. tejasrigururaj@gmail.com)
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Topic — Moiré Materials and Superconductivity

Key Insights

Graphene Creation: Formation of a two-dimensional sheet of carbon atoms by slicing graphite and
stacking layers with a twist.

=] Moiré Materials: Unique electronic and quantum properties arise from twisting the top layer of
stacked sheets.

Superconductivity Discovery: Both graphene-based and semiconductor moiré materials exhibit
superconductivity.

C), Research Focus: Investigating differences in superconductivity between semiconductor moiré
materials and graphene.
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+ Twisted Bilayer Tungsten Diselenide: Focus on this semiconductor moiré mate
with unique superconducting properties.

.| Moiré Pattern Effects: Twisting creates a moiré pattern, leading to new behaviors
and flat bands in the electronic structure.

=4 Potential Applications: Insights could lead to new materials with unusual properties
and applications.

Summary: Moiré materials, especially twisted bilayer tungsten diselenide, challenge
previous notions about superconductivity with their unique properties.



Superconductivity and Electron Interactions

Understanding Electronic Structures

.| Electronic Structure: Describes the behavior of electrons and their energy levels, visualized as
energy bands.

Energy Bands and Their Significance

Il Energy Bands: Imagined as a ladder, each step represents a range of energies that electrons can
possess, with higher steps indicating more energy and momentum.

The Role of Flat Bands

=] Flat Bands: Indicate that electrons have nearly constant energy across the band, leading to
slower-moving, "heavy" electrons compared to typical materials.



Electron Interactions in Moiré Materials

Electron Interactions: In moiré materials, slow-moving electrons experience
strong interactions, potentially forming Cooper pairs.

Formation and Importance of Cooper Pairs

00 Cooper Pairs: Consist of two electrons that pair up and move as a single unit,
crucial for superconductivity.

Achieving Zero Resistance

() Zero Resistance: Coordinated movement of Cooper pairs allows them to
avoid scattering, resulting in zero electrical resistance and energy loss.

Emergence of Superconductivity

Superconductivity: Unique properties of flat bands and Cooper pairs
contribute to the emergence of superconductivity in certain materials.



e The researchers used tWSe2 with a twist angle of 3.650 to form a moiré material.

e The most famous twisted bilayer system is obtained by stacking one layer of graphene on
top of another and rotating the two layers by a small twist angle, 0. This causes a moiré

pattern to arise between the lattices of the two graphene layers
Superconductivity in tWSe2: A New Frontier
Key Insights

+) Previous Research: tWSe2 showed potential for superconductivity but was unstable between
room and transition temperatures.

New Findings: tWSe2 exhibits a robust superconducting state, distinct from graphene-based
moiré materials.



=] Mechanism: Superconductivity in tWSe2 is driven by
electron-electron interactions and half-band filling, unlike graphene
systems that depend on flat bands and electron-lattice interactions.

j Temperature Stability: While graphene systems achieve
superconductivity at higher temperatures, t\WSe2 offers greater
stability.



# Research Implications: Opens new avenues for exploring superconductivity in
semiconductor-based systems.

.| Electronic Structure: The study provides insights into changes in the electronic structure of
tWSe2 when its 2D layers are twisted.

24 Contribution to Science: Enhances understanding of superconductivity in two-dimensional
materials.

Summary

The study confirms that tWSe2 has a stable superconducting state driven by electron interactions,
differing from graphene systems, and opens new research avenues in semiconductor
superconductivity.
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Topic — Negotiations on Plastic Pollution Treaty
Overview of Negotiations

¢ Location: Final negotiations are taking place in Busan, South Korea for a legally binding
treaty on plastic pollution.

[Tl Key Issues: Major debates focus on whether to impose limits on plastic production by
companies.

Global Support and Opposition

€ Support: 66 countries and the EU, led by Norway and Rwanda, advocate for controlling
plastic through its entire lifecycle: design, production, consumption, and disposal.

() Opposition: Nations like Saudi Arabia, which are major plastic producers, oppose
production limits.



Current and Projected Plastic Production

~/ Rising Production: Without policy changes, global plastic production is expected to rise
by 70% to 736 million tons by 2040.

Agreed Provisions and Leadership

o3 Consensus: There is agreement on redesigning plastics for better recycling, improving
waste management, and boosting recycling rates.

Leadership Call: Advocates emphasize the need for political courage to implement
effective measures against plastic pollution.

Summary
Negotiations in Busan aim to establish a treaty to combat plastic pollution, with significant

disagreements on production limits but a shared goal of enhancing recycling and waste
management.



The right to work deleted

Why has there been a surge in the deletion of workers from job cards? Does this have any relation to the government making Aadhaar-based payment systems
(ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA? What is the procedure to be followed to undertake deletions?

ECONOMIC NOTES

Chakradhar Buddha
Rajendran Narayanan

entral to the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is
the legal right to work for 100
days per year per rural household. Each
‘household gets a unique job card
containing the lst of all it registered
adults. One cannot work in MGNREGA
withouta job card. Addition of new
members to job cards happens upon
fumishing appropriat documents
establishing adult
Schedule II, Pa.ag;aph 23 of the Act
outlines the procedure for deletions of
s s ol e — i Gram
panchayatssasfiedatan
erson has egitered wih i by furnishing
Pise informaton, it may direct he
Programme Officer to direct his name to
be struck off from the register and direct
the applicant to return the job card:”
Regarding due process, it says thata
deleted worker, f alive, must be “given an
opportunity of being heard in the
presence of two independent persons.”

Guidelines for deletion

1202122, 1.4

N T

23050

D\sappearmgjobs

in the last four

022, closeto 1 h

been deleted.

Implementation guidelines for MGNREGA
are available in Master Circulars which are
released either annually or once in two
years by the Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD). The Master
Circular from 2021-22 specifies clear
protocols for worker deletions as follows.
Ajob card can only be deleted under the
following situations: (a) when a household
permanently migrates, (b) the job cardis
found to be a duplicate, (¢) it was issued
based on forged documents.

Additionally, if a Gram Panchayat is
reclassified as a Municipal Corporation,
alljob cards in that panchayat are
deleted. In line with the Act, the circular
emphisiss due proces,requiing

Bhar| —————————@
WestBengsl| —— @)
|
Pradesh
odisha| ———D
Gujarat| ———B
D 0 @
Deleted workers (in thousands)

stated: “Updation and deletion of job
cardsis a regular exercise conducted by

the
Programme Officer e any dleion.
Moreover, ll deletions must
documented, reported o Glitram
Sabha/Ward Sabha, and updated in the
MGNREGA Management Information
System (MIS). The MIS is the digital
architecture of MGNREGA. Beyond the
listed reasons, the MGNREGA MIS has
lowns inits menu with 12 reasons
for deletions of workers and job cards.
Some of which are “Duplicate Applicant”,
“Fake Applicant*, “Not willing to work”
ete.

In 202122, 149 crore workers were

deleted, which surged to 5.53 crore in

resulting in a 247% increase in
deletions in 2022:23. In the last four years,
names of 10.43 crore MGNREGA workers
across India have been deleted.

‘The surge of deletions in 2022:23
coincided with the period when the
Union Government issued several
circulars making Aadhaar-based payment
systems (ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA.
For ABPS to work, as a first step, every
worker's Aadhaar number had to be
seeded with her job card. Senior officials
rely on the percentage of workers whose
‘Aadhaar has been seeded with their
respectve job cards as  metric of
compliance. Strict diktats were issued to
eld officals o ncrease this percentage.

In response to questions in the Lok
Sabha on February 6, 2024, regarding
worker deletions in MGNREGA, the
Minister of State for Rural Development,
Sadlwi Niranian Jvoti, o writies reoly

Union Territories under
MGNREGS. These actions are undertaken
B il l 7

267

Reason for Percentage for
deletion of | eachreason

Not willing towork | 1,89,555

Duplicatejobcard | 21,705 8
Duplicate applicant | 12,630 5
Non-existentin e =
Family had been

shifted b 3

number of workers deleted. For instance,
in Madanpur block, 4,877 workers were
deleted in Dakshini Umanga village while

However, a paper published in the
Economic and Political Weekly by
Chakradhar Buddha and Laavanya
“Tamang establishes how field officials
resorted to deleting job cards without
verification in a rush to increase ABPS
compliance percentage. Deleting workers
is akin to reducing the denominator to

only three weredeitedinSheklpur
village. West Bengal is

different from the rest of the Sates. As

the Union Government not relea

any funds to West Bengal from December

26, 2021, no MGNREGA work has

Happenecd hre since then. I our

sampled block in West Bengal, the
Pumiber ofworkers deeted jumped from
550 in 2021-22 to 31,861 in the next year.

Actand, alarmingly, without the workers’
Knowledge. We have also met workers
who are victims of wrongful deletions.
Further, the official reason for deleting
1,500 workers in our sample s “Village
becomes urban.” This reason s observed
in 153 out of 1,914 villages in our sample.
Butas per the Act, if a village becomes
urban, then the job cards of all the
workers in that village would have to be
deleted. So clearly, using this reason to
delete a subset of workers appears
absurd.

Sticking points
Since our sample contains all the
transactions of deletions in the selected
blocks, the trend we observe s likely to
hold for the whole country although the
scual proportions might ucnatea e
Two points from the dat
beleve, Frt, despite igh rural
unemployment, as per official reasons,
71% of workers in our sample are “not
willing to work” Second, the
government’s claims that the surge in
deletions has no connection with making
‘mandatory although all the
circumstantial evidence concerning
deletions suggest otherw
response to our RTI application from
MoRD suggests that, despite listing
deletion reasons in the MIS, the ministry
has not conducted any verification and
analysis of deletion reasons, including the
“Not willing to work’ reason. This further

rocesses

make the fraction bigger. Out of these, half were officially
categorised as “Duplicate Applicant”

Methodology followed while 10,446 workers

‘The overall number of workers deleted in ised as * in the violations of the right to work.

ach State can be easily obtained from the | Panchayat” Adhering o the verification

MIS but accessing the official reason in ide the d li

the MIS for such deletions is
computationally intense. So, to investigate
the reasons for deletions we have
resorted to statistical sampling. We
randomly sampled one block each in 21
States for the last four financial years
including the current one. This yielded
dan of worker deleions fom 1,91
ges In our sample, more than 2.98
lakh workers were deleted with nearly
1,65 lakh of them being deleted in 202223
and around 30,000 deleted in the last six
months alone. Figure 1 shows the five
States with maximum worker deletions
(rounded off) in our sampled villages.
Nearly 53,000 workers were deleted in
Madanpur block in Aurangabad district of
Bihar and around 32,000 workers in
Mayureshwar-1 block in Birbhum district
of West Bengal were deleted. There is
ooticesbie intra-block vaviation in the

red in the Act and

work at any time, not just on the day
when deletions happen. Deleting
workers’ names from job cards on
‘grounds of “not willing to work”, denies
the worker her legal right to work. And
yet this is the main reason for deleting
nearly 1.90 lakh workers in our sample.
“Thisis also the main official deletion
reason in the MIS for each of the four
ears in our sample; from 63% of
deletions in 2021-22, it jumped to 83% in
the ongoing financial year. What is more

Nasor Ghrlat s cralat o prevent
arbitrary deletions. Conductin
independent audits, regular reviews,
involving gram sabhas and efficient
grievance redress systems can reduce
irregularities. Training Gram Panchayats
to conduct impartial inquiries and
including worker representatives in
ision-making panels are need.
Publc commtations o proaive
‘measures to enhance trar
accountabillty, and farmess are via to

intriguing is that nearly 20,000 worker
who got deleted as “Not willing to work”,
actually worked or demanded work in the
same financial year in which their names
were deleted.In our Ineracions with

ivil society organisations working on
MGNREGA acros 10 Sates, we found that
deletions are often not carried out
@uwough Gram Ssbhas as mundated by the

guarantee
employment and social justice.

‘Buddha & Narayanan are affliated with
LibTech India. Narayanan is a faculty
‘member at Azim Premji University,
Bangalore. The views expressed are
‘personal. The authors thank Suguna
Bheemerasetti of LibTech India for scraping
the date for this anatwis;

THE GIST

The MGNREGA scheme ensures
the right to work for 100 days
per year per rural household.
However, it has been observed
that there s an increasing
number of worker deletions
with a total of 10.43 crore:
MGNREGA workers across the
country in the past four years
alone

-

The surge of deletions in
2022:23 coincided with the
period when the Union
‘Government issued several
circulars making
Aadnaar-based payment
systems (ABPS) mandatory in

-

Deleting workers’ names from
job cards on grounds of “not
wiling to work”, denies the
worker her legal right to work.
And yet this i the main reason
for deleting 1.90 akh workers
in the sample surveyed
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Topic — MGNREGA: Ensuring Rural Employment

Key Aspects of MGNREGA

& Legal Right to Work: Guarantees 100 days of work annually for each rural household,
requiring a unique job card for participation.

/" Job Card System: Lists all registered adults in a household; new members can be
added with proper documentation.

X Deletion Procedures: Job cards can be deleted if false information is provided,
following a due process including a hearing.

Implementation Guidelines: Master Circulars from the Ministry of Rural Development
outline protocols for worker deletions, emphasizing independent verification.



=] Reasons for Deletion: Includes permanent migration, duplication, or issuance
based on forged documents.

] MGNREGA Management Information System (MIS): Tracks job card statuses
and deletions, offering 12 reasons for worker deletions.

1 Impact of Reclassification: Reclassification of a Gram Panchayat as a Municipal
Corporation results in the deletion of all job cards in that area.

Summary: MGNREGA provides a legal framework for rural employment, detailing job
card management, deletion protocols, and the importance of due process in maintaining
the integrity of the system
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Amid war, Ukraine sees influx of western visitors as part of ‘dark tourism’

Agence France-Presse
IRPIN

Spanish traveller Alberto
Blasco Ventas looked out at
Ukraine’s destroyed Irpin
brige, blown up to stop
Russian troops in 2022 and
now a hotspot for thrill-
seeking tourists visiting the
country.

Russian forces had
planned to cross the bridge
in their attempts to seize
the Ukrainian capital Kyiv
at the beginning of the war.

The Russian army has
since retreated hundreds
of kilometres away, but
launches near-daily missile
and drone strikes on the
Ukrainian capital that Mr.
Blasco Ventas chose as his
vacation spot.

“It is my first time in a

war zone,” the 23-year-old
software engineer said. “I
am a little bit scared, I am
not going to lie, because
you never know.”

He was on a “dark tou-
rism” tour offered by one
of a dozen or so Ukrainian
companies specialising in a
marginal but growing sec-
tor — allowing tourists to vi-
sit locations of tragic
events.

To get to Ukraine, he
shrugged off concerns ex-
pressed by his family and
got on a flight to Moldova,
followed by an 18-hour
train ride.

The wannabe influencer
filmed every step of the
trip, which he planned to
post on his YouTube chan-
nel — followed by 1,15,000
people — where he has al-

Casual visit: A traveller and a local guide at a tank ‘graveyard’

during a tour near Dmytrivka village, outside Kyiv. AFp

ready chronicled the
“most horrible psychiatric
hospital” in the United
States and “the most
dangerous border” in the
world, between China,
Russia, and North Korea.
Before the war, Ukraine
already hosted tens of

thousands of tourists every
year in Chernobyl, which
saw the world’s worst nu-
clear disaster in 1986.
Answering critics that
would consider such trips
morbid or immoral, Ms.
Blasco Ventas insisted he
was acting “with respect”.

War Tours, which or-
ganised his visit, said it has
accommodated around 30
customers since January,
mainly Europeans and
Americans paying bet-
ween 150 euros and 250
euros for the whole tour.

‘Not about money’

Part of the profits are given
to the army, said company
co-founder Dmytro Nyky-
forov who insisted the in-
itiative was “not about mo-
ney, it is  about
memorialisation of the
war.”

Svitozar Moiseiv, the
manager of tourism com-
pany Capital Tours Kyiv,
said profits are negligible
but the visits have an edu-
cational value.

“It is like a vaccine to

prevent this from ever hap-
pening again,” he said.

The visits generally
centre around Kyiv and its
suburbs that saw alleged
massacres from Russian
troops in the early 2022.

But some companies
come closer to the front —
including a visit of several
days in southern Ukraine
costing up to 3,300 euros.

“A Shahed drone recent-
ly fell 300 metres away
from my house. I would
not have any desire to live
through this kind of expe-
rience,” said Ruslan Sav-
chuk, 52. “But if people
want that for themselves, it
is their right,” he said, ad-
ding that tourists could
generate useful incomes
for local communities.

But Mykhailyna Skoryk-

Shkarivska, local council-
lor in Irpin and former De-
puty Mayor of Bucha, said
most residents are fine
with “dark tourism” but
some consider the profits
from it as “blood money”.

“There are accusations
— ‘Why do you come here?
Why do you want to see
our grief?’,” she said, re-
calling conversations with
local people.

Mariana Oleskiv, head of
the National Agency for
Tourism  Development,
said the development of
war tourism posed many
ethical questions but that
the market was bound to
grow. “War brought atten-
tion to Ukraine, so we have
stronger brand. Everybody
knows about our country,”
she said.



Topic — Dark Tourism

Understanding Dark Tourism

¢» Definition: Dark tourism involves visiting locations associated with death,
tragedy, and the macabre.

Common Sites: Includes battlefields, prisons, and disaster zones with historical
significance.

== Ethical Considerations: Raises questions about the commercialization of
suffering and visitor motivations.

Educational Value: Offers insights into historical events and human
experiences.



€ Trend: Increasingly popular as people seek adventure or confront mortality.

& Terminology: The term "dark tourism" has been prevalent in academic and
travel discussions since the late 20th century.

11l Notable Sites: Examples include Auschwitz, Chernobyl, and the Catacombs of
Paris.

Summary: Dark tourism involves visiting sites linked to death and tragedy, raising
ethical questions while providing educational insights
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