
Topics - MINDS MAPS included (Daily current affairs 
27th November 2024
● India's Space Program: A Journey of 61 Years
●  La Paz, Bolivia.
●  SC ON SECULARISM AND SOCIALISM
● India's Signing of the BBNJ Agreement
● The Places of Worship Act, 1991
● Indigenous people of Norway
● SANTA AND ARCTIC CLIMATE
● MAINS

 

 

 
 
 

Mains

●

By saurabh Pandey 



Target Mains -2025/26 -
Q  ‘secularism’ and ‘socialism’ is required to cement diversity in 
india .  Explain  

Connect with sir
9057921649

send your answer - Saurabh pandey 
upsc telegram channel





Visit - saurabhpandeyupsc.com

Connect with sir
9057921649 (ONLY MSG)





Topic → India's Space Program: A Journey of 61 Years
🚀 61st Anniversary of India's Space Program

 Launch Date: November 21 marks 61 years since the inception of India's space 
program.

 Initial Launch: Began with the Nike-Apache sounding rocket in 1963.

🛰 First Satellite Launch with SpaceX

 Collaboration: India launched its first satellite aboard a SpaceX rocket.
 Significance: Highlights the partnership between Indian private entities and 

international collaborators.

🌌 GSAT-N2 Satellite Launch

 Organization: NewSpace India, Ltd.
 Satellite Details: 4,700-kg GSAT-N2/GSAT-20.
 Purpose: Enhance broadband services in underserved regions of India.
 



📡 GSAT-N2 Satellite Specifications

 Type: Ka-band high throughput communication satellite.
 Services Supported: In-flight internet, Smart Cities Mission.

🌍 Geostationary Orbit Placement

 Orbit Details: Placed in a geostationary transfer orbit (GTO).
 Final Position: Will maneuver to a geostationary orbit at 63° E longitude



 .

🛠 Upcoming PSLV-C59 Mission

 Mission Details: ISRO is preparing for the PSLV-C59 mission.
 Payload: Will carry the European Proba-3 mission.
 Launch Date: Scheduled for December 4, 2023.

🌞 Proba-3 Mission

 Objective: Twin Proba spacecraft designed to study the Sun.
 Current Status: Arrived in Chennai for integration with the PSLV launch vehicle.

Summary: Celebrating 61 years, India's space program continues to make strides with 
significant satellite launches and upcoming missions, reflecting technological advancements 
and international cooperation.





India's Space Advancements 🚀

🚀 Shubhanshu Shukla's Training

 Indian astronaut-designate Shubhanshu Shukla is undergoing training at the European 
Space Agency.

 The mission is scheduled for 2025 to the International Space Station.
🛰 Pixxel's Hyperspectral Satellites

 Pixxel, an Indian-American company, plans to launch six hyperspectral satellites named 
‘Fireflies’.

 Launch scheduled for early 2024 to monitor environmental conditions.
🌌 GalaxEye Space's Tech Demo

 GalaxEye Space is testing a synthetic aperture radar (SAR) subsystem.
 The test is aboard the PSLV’s Orbital Experimental Module (POEM)



📡 PierSight Space's Varuna Mission

 PierSight Space will demonstrate a deployable reflectarray antenna.
 Testing SAR technology on a PSLV POEM mission
🌍 HEX20's Nila Satellite

 HEX20 plans to launch a 5-kg cubesat ‘Nila’ in February 2025.
 The satellite will provide data-processing services from a ground station in Kerala
🛰 AAKA Space Studio's Analog Mission

 AAKA Space Studio launched India’s first Space Analog Mission in Leh.
 The mission tested habitat sustainability and life-support systems for 21 days



🗺 SatSure's Rural Mapping Initiative

 SatSure collaborates with the Indian government.
 The initiative aims to automate image feature extraction for mapping over 200,000 

villages using drone technology
 UPDATE
 󰏝 India has joined the Square Kilometre Array Observatory (SKAO), contributing cash 

and advanced technology for a global radio telescope project.
 
 🌌 The SKAO aims to build the world's most advanced radio telescope in Australia 

and South Africa, enhancing global astronomical research.
 
 📊 The first scientific result from the Aditya-L1 spacecraft's Visible Emission Line 

Coronagraph was published in the Astrophysical Journal Letters.
 
 🌠 Researchers from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics successfully predicted a 

coronal mass ejection event using data from the coronagraph.



 ⚡ Coronal mass ejections can disrupt satellites, electricity grids, and radio 
communications, highlighting the importance of accurate predictions.

 
 🧪 The Departments of Space and Biotechnology in India have signed agreements for 

biological experiments on the upcoming Bharatiya Antariksh Station.
 
 🚀 The agreement allows for experiments on the Indian space station and other 

missions, including the uncrewed Gaganyaan flights.

Summary: India is advancing its space science initiatives by joining the SKAO, publishing 
significant findings from the Aditya-L1 mission, and preparing for biological experiments on 
its future space station





 Topic → La Paz, Bolivia.
 

 🌧 Intense rain has led to landslides in La Paz, Bolivia.
 🌊 The Inca Llojeta area is specifically mentioned as being flooded.
 🚧 Illegal earth movements contributed to the severity of the situation.
 
 📅 The event took place on a Sunday.
 󰎘 The location of the incident is La Paz, Bolivia.
 ⚠ The situation highlights the risks associated with illegal land alterations.

Summary: A man surveys the flooded Inca Llojeta area in La Paz, Bolivia, following 
landslides caused by heavy rain and illegal earth movements.





Topic → SC ON SECULARISM AND SOCIALISM
The Preamble of India: Evolution and Significance
Key Developments in the Preamble

 📅 Adoption Date: The original Preamble was adopted on November 26, 1949, 
marking India as a sovereign, democratic republic.

 🚫 Economic Ideals: The term 'socialist' was initially omitted, as the Constituent 
Assembly believed economic ideals should not be constitutionally enshrined.

 ⚖ Secularism: Indian secularism allows state regulation of religious practices, 
differing from Western secularism.

 📜 Judicial Interpretation:
 Berubari Case (1960): The Supreme Court initially ruled the Preamble was not 

part of the Constitution.
 Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): The Court later affirmed its significance.

 



 🔄 Amendment: The 42nd Constitutional Amendment in 1976 added 
'Socialist', 'Secular', and 'Integrity' to the Preamble.

 
 🏛 Constitutional Status: The Preamble is now considered part of the 

Constitution and can be amended.
 
 📖 Values: It embodies values of secularism, non-discrimination, and religious 

freedom.



The Supreme Court of India's Stance on Secularism and Socialism
Key Highlights

 🏛 The Supreme Court of India has upheld the characterization of the country as 
'secular' and 'socialist' in the amended Preamble to the Constitution.

 📜 Right-wing groups have historically opposed the identification of secularism as a 
core attribute of India, labeling it as "pseudo-secular."

 ⚖ The original Constitution emphasized equality before the law and the right to 
practice any religion, establishing an inherently secular framework.

 📈 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar opposed the inclusion of 'socialist' in the Preamble, arguing 
against binding future generations to a specific economic model.

 🏛 The 42nd Amendment, which added 'secular' and 'socialist' to the Preamble, was 
enacted during the Emergency but was deemed valid by the Supreme Court.

 🔍 The Court has previously ruled that secularism is a basic feature of the 
Constitution, ensuring equal treatment of all faiths.

 💼 The term 'socialism' in the Preamble is interpreted as a commitment to economic 
and social justice, allowing for open market competition.

 



 ⚖ The courts are reviewing the inclusion of 'secular' and 'socialist' in the Constitution 
based on writ petitions filed in 2020, 44 years after the amendment.

 📜 The S.R. Bommai case (1994) established that secularism is a fundamental feature of 
the Indian Constitution.

 🤝 Secularism in India is defined as treating all faiths equally and without discrimination.
 💼 The term 'socialist' in the Preamble has not hindered the adoption of open market 

policies and competition.
 🏛 The Indian interpretation of secularism ensures the State neither supports nor 

penalizes any religion.
 ⚖ The principle of socialism aims for economic and social justice, ensuring no citizen is 

disadvantaged by their circumstances.
 📅 The Supreme Court's recent verdict reaffirms the importance of 'secular' and 'socialist' 

as fundamental attributes of the Constitution as it marks its 75th anniversary
 Summary
 The Supreme Court of India reaffirmed the inclusion of 'secular' and 'socialist' in the 

Constitution's Preamble, emphasizing their fundamental importance despite historical 
opposition.



Socialism and indian economy

 📈 Democratic Socialism: Post-independence, India adopted democratic socialism with a 
focus on centralized planning and state-run industries.

 
 🏦 Nationalization Era: The 1960s and 70s were marked by the nationalization of banks 

and insurance sectors, accompanied by high tax rates and stringent regulations.
 
 ⚖ Mixed Economy: Despite being termed a mixed economy, it leaned towards classical 

socialism with rigorous license controls.
 
 📊 Shift to Market Economy: Since 1991, India has shifted towards a market-oriented 

economy, which has played a significant role in poverty reduction over the past thirty 
years.

 



 📉 Growing Inequality: Economic growth has been accompanied by rising inequality, 
which remains a pressing issue.

 
 🤝 Welfare Schemes: The government continues to support the underprivileged through 

initiatives like MGNREGA, subsidized food grains, and direct benefit transfers.
 
 🌍 Unity in Diversity: Emphasizing secular values and unity in diversity is crucial 

alongside the expansion of private enterprises.

Summary: The narrative outlines India's economic journey from democratic socialism to a 
market-driven model, underscoring the need to balance economic progress with social welfare.





Topic → India's Signing of the BBNJ Agreement
Overview

 🌊 India's Signing: India has recently signed the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) 
Agreement, also known as the High Seas Treaty.

 🌍 Landmark Step: This treaty is a significant advancement in ocean governance aimed at 
protecting marine ecosystems.

 🌱 Sustainable Resource Use: It promotes the sustainable use of resources in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction.

Treaty Details

 📜 UNCLOS Agreement: The BBNJ treaty is the third implementing agreement under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

 🎯 Key Objectives:
 Conserving marine biodiversity
 Ensuring equitable sharing of benefits from marine genetic resources
 Requiring environmental impact assessments for harmful activities

 



Challenges and Reactions

 ⚖ Challenges Ahead: The treaty faces potential challenges such as:
 Geopolitical rivalries
 Jurisdictional overlaps
 Weak enforcement mechanisms

 
 🤔 Mixed Reactions: The agreement has received both praise and skepticism from 

maritime observers regarding its effectiveness.



BBNJ Agreement Challenges

Overview of Challenges

 Ambitious Goals 📈
 Lack of Implementation Roadmap 🗺
 Insufficient Signatories 📝

Territorial Disputes

 Maritime Territories 🌊
 South China Sea Claims
 Overlapping Claims and Consensus on MPAs

 Economic Implications 💰
 Impact on Coastal Communities
 Resource Access Concerns

 



Critiques of the Treaty

 High-Seas Principle vs. Common Heritage ⚖
 Preservation vs. Access

 Marine Genetic Resources 🧬
 Profit Sharing Challenges
 Accountability Issues

Capacity and Technology Transfer

 Challenges for Low/Middle-Income Countries 🌍
 Equitable Partnerships
 Vulnerability to Being Sidelined

 Asymmetry in Research and Governance ⚠



Ecosystem Interconnectedness

 Pollution and Overfishing 🐟
 Effects on High Seas from EEZ Activities
 Case Studies: X-Press Pearl and West Africa

Governance and Enforcement Issues

 High-Seas vs. Coastal Regulations 🌐
 Isolation Assumption Risks

 Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) 📊
 Gaps in Coverage
 Weak Enforcement Framework

 



Future Considerations

 Bridging Ambition and Action 🔗
 Need for Stronger Collaborations
 Addressing Institutional Weaknesses



 🌊 Structural and Political Limitations: The High Seas Treaty faces significant 
challenges that must be addressed for its success.

 
 🔗 Need for Cohesive Framework: A radical shift in maritime governance is 

necessary to integrate high-seas and coastal regulations.
 
 🌍 Incentives for Coastal States: Coastal states, especially in the Global South, 

require incentives to align their laws with international standards.
 
 💰 Support from Wealthier Nations: Wealthier countries must provide technical and 

financial support to ensure equitable sharing of treaty benefits.
 
 🤝 Collective Commitment: The treaty's success depends on nations working 

together to protect the oceans as a shared resource.



 📜 Political Consensus Required: Without political agreement, clear strategies, and 
enforceable mechanisms, the treaty may become ineffective.

 
 ⚠ Urgency of Action: The oceans are under significant stress, making the need for 

effective governance and action critical.

Summary: The success of the High Seas Treaty relies on overcoming political and 
structural challenges through cohesive governance, incentives for coastal states, and 
collective international commitment





Topic → The Places of Worship Act, 1991
Overview

 📜 Definition of the Act: Enacted in 1991, the Act mandates maintaining the 
religious character of all places of worship as they existed on August 15, 1947.

 🚫 Exceptions: The Babri Masjid-Ramjanambhoomi dispute is the sole exception.
 ⚖ Purpose: Aims to prevent disputes by prohibiting conversion of religious sites to 

different denominations.

Current Challenges

 🏛 Legal Petitions: A petition in Sambhal seeks to alter the religious character of a worship place.
 󰥕 Judicial Observations: Justice D.Y. Chandrachud noted in 2022 that determining a place's 

religious character may not breach the Act.
 🏛 Supreme Court Cases: Four petitions challenging the Act are pending, involving sites in 

Varanasi, Mathura, Dhar, and Sambhal.
 ⏳ Pending Decisions: The Supreme Court has yet to rule on these challenges.





 Topic -- Indigenous people of Norway
 
 

 🏔 Indigenous and Minority Groups: The Sami are an Indigenous people in 
northern Europe, while Kvens and Forest Finns are recognized national minorities 
in Norway.

 
 🦌 Sami Culture: The Sami have a unique culture, primarily known for reindeer 

herding, which is legally restricted to them by the Norwegian government.
 
 🗣 Sami Languages: The Sami speak three languages (North Sami, East Sami, 

South Sami) that belong to the Finno-Ugric group of the Uralic language family.
 
 🌲 Kvens and Forest Finns: Kvens are descendants of migrants from the Torne 

River Valley, while Forest Finns are from eastern Finland, both groups migrating 
to Norway around 500 years ago.

 



 📜 Norwegianisation Policies: From the late 19th century to the 1960s, Norway 
implemented policies aimed at assimilating Indigenous and minority groups, 
suppressing their languages and cultures.

 
 🚫 Cultural Suppression: Traditional practices, such as the Sami's 'yoiking,' were 

forbidden, and children were taken from their families to be educated in state-run 
institutions.

 
 ⚖ End of Discrimination: The discriminatory Norwegianisation policies were officially 

repealed or replaced in the 1960s, marking a significant change in the treatment of 
these groups.

Summary: The Sami, Kvens, and Forest Finns are distinct groups in Norway with rich cultural 
heritages, but they faced severe discrimination and assimilation policies until the 1960s.





 Topic → SANTA AND ARCTIC CLIMATE
 

 🎅 Santa Claus is preparing for Christmas but is concerned about climate change affecting his 

Arctic hometown.

 

 ❄ Rovaniemi, marketed as Santa's "real" home, is experiencing a lack of snow and warmer 

temperatures, with recent readings at 2°C.

 

 🌧 Rainfall has replaced the expected winter snow, leading to a gloomy atmosphere in the region.

 

 🦌 Reindeer are struggling to find food due to milder winters and changing weather patterns, 

impacting their ability to dig for lichen.
 



 🌡 The Arctic is warming nearly four times faster than other regions, as highlighted by 

Finnish research published in Nature in 2022.

 

 📉 Climate change is visibly affecting life in the Arctic, including the well-being of reindeer 

and the local ecosystem.

 

 󰵖 Santa acknowledges the reality of climate change and its impact on his operations and 

the environment.

Summary: Santa Claus is worried about climate change's impact on his Arctic home, where 

warmer temperatures and lack of snow are affecting reindeer and the local ecosystem
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