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Topic → Kandakarnan
●  Kandakarnan is a popular theyyam performed in various temples and cultural 

sites in Kerala.

● It is featured during the annual thira theyyam kaliyattam festival in the Kannur 
and Kasaragod regions.

●  Kandakarnan is classified as a Shaiva theyyam, associated with the worship of 
Lord Shiva.

○  It is recognized as one of the Shiva Ganas, specifically a Shiva bhootha gana.

●  The performance takes place in locations such as kavu, devasthanams, and 
tharavadu.



●  The festival celebrates the rich cultural heritage and traditions of the local 
community.

●  Kandakarnan theyyam plays a significant role in the spiritual and cultural 
practices of the region.

Summary: Kandakarnan is a significant Shaiva theyyam performed during the thira 
theyyam kaliyattam festival in Kerala, highlighting local traditions and worship of 
Lord Shiva  



What is Theyyam?

Theyyam is a sacred Hindu ritual that combines dance, mime, music, and 
worship, and is performed in Kerala and parts of Karnataka: 

 What it is
 Theyyam is a folk ritual that originated in North Kerala and is also known as 

Kaḷiyāṭṭaṁ or Tiṟa. It's a form of worship that celebrates the beliefs of ancient 
tribals and the spirits of their ancestors. 

 
 What it involves
 Theyyam performances feature colorful costumes and makeup, headgear, arm 

ornaments, breastplates, bangles, garlands, and other body decorations. The 
performers, called "Kolam", run around the shrine and its courtyard, distribute 
turmeric powder, and throw rice on the audience. 

 
 



 

 When it takes place
 Theyyam performances are held most nights between dusk and dawn from 

October to April. The timing is determined by astrologers using the local 
Malayalam calendar. 

 
 Where it takes place
 Theyyam performances are often performed during temple festivals and 

religious ceremonies, especially in Kerala's Kannur and Kasaragod districts





Topic →Urban Development Challenges in India

Urban Population Growth 🌆
 Projection: India's urban population is expected to double from 400 million to 

800 million over the next 30 years.

Infrastructure Funding Needs 💰
 Requirement: ₹70 lakh crore needed by 2036 for urban infrastructure.
 Current Investment: Government invests ₹1.3 lakh crore annually.

Stagnant Municipal Finances 📉
 GDP Contribution: Municipal finance has been stagnant at 1% of GDP since 

2002.
 Investment Role: Municipalities contribute 45% to urban investments.
 



Revenue Collection Issues 📊
 Inefficiencies: Urban local bodies collect only 5%-20% of potential tax 

revenue.
 Property Tax: Collection is ₹25,000 crore, which is 0.15% of GDP.

Underutilization of Funds 🏙
 Unspent Revenue: 23% of municipal revenue remains unspent.
 City Utilization: Major cities like Hyderabad and Chennai use only 50% of their 

capital expenditure budgets.



 

Decline in PPP Investments 🤝
 Decrease: Public-private partnerships in urban infrastructure fell from ₹8,353 crore 

in 2012 to ₹467 crore in 2018.

Cost Recovery Challenges 📉
 Service Costs: Cost recovery for urban services is between 20% to 50%, showing 

a gap between costs and revenues.

Summary: India's urban population is set to double, but financial challenges, stagnant 
municipal finances, and inefficiencies in revenue collection hinder infrastructure 
development.



Key Strategies for Urban Development

 
 📈 Dual-Pronged Approach: Implementing both long-term structural reforms 

and medium-term measures is vital for tackling financial challenges in urban 
development.

 
 🏛 Strengthening Municipal Governance: It's essential to enhance the 

autonomy and capacity of State finance commissions and municipal 
governments for effective resource management.

 
 💰 Investment Requirement: India requires ₹70 lakh crore for urban 

infrastructure over the next 20 years, with 15% potentially sourced from 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs).

 
 



 🛠 Project Pipeline Development: Developing a robust pipeline of 600-800 
projects is necessary to facilitate 250-300 PPP projects annually.

 🌍 Sustainability Focus: Projects must be designed for financial, social, and 
environmental sustainability, especially considering climate change vulnerabilities.

 
 💻 Digital Public Infrastructure: Leveraging Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) can 

enhance urban service delivery, particularly in public transport, modernizing 
operations and management.

 
 🚆 Land Value Capture: Integrating land value capture in urban transport projects, 

especially metro rail, can optimize urban development and job accessibility.



 Conclusion
 🏙 India's urban future depends on tackling financial and structural challenges directly.
 
 ⏳ There is an urgent need for action to address these challenges.
 
 📈 Both immediate and long-term strategies are essential for developing urban 

infrastructure.
 
 🌱 Sustainable and inclusive development is a key goal for India's growing cities.
 
 🤝 Collaboration among government levels and private sector involvement is crucial.
 
 💡 A strong emphasis on innovation and governance efficiency is necessary for 

progress.
 🔑 The path forward requires a comprehensive approach to urban development.

Summary: India's urban future relies on addressing financial and structural challenges 
through collaboration, innovation, and sustainable strategies





 TOPIC -- 6GHZ 
 🌍 Global Adoption: By 2021, multiple countries including Japan, Mexico, South 

Korea, Taiwan, UAE, the U.K., and the U.S. began de-licensing the 6GHz 
spectrum for WiFi use.

 
 📶 WiFi 6E Standard: The introduction of the WiFi 6E standard in 2021 enabled 

routers to operate on the 6GHz frequency, enhancing performance.
 
 ⚡ Speed Potential: The theoretical maximum speeds achievable with the 6GHz 

spectrum can reach up to 9.6Gbps.
 
 📡 Frequency Range: The 6GHz spectrum is defined as the frequency range 

between 5,925MHz and 7,125MHz.
 
 🚫 Limited Access: Countries like India and China have not yet permitted the 

use of the 6GHz spectrum for WiFi.



 🌐 International Standards: The International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU) aims for uniformity in wireless frequency allocation, but consensus on 
the 6GHz band division is still lacking in some regions.

 
 ⚖ Regulatory Challenges: Disagreements among countries regarding the 

standard division of the 6GHz band hinder global implementation.

Summary: The 6GHz spectrum, crucial for WiFi 6E, is being adopted globally but 
faces regulatory challenges in certain countries



The 6GHz Spectrum in India: Current Use and Future Prospects

Current Allocation and Usage

 📡 The 6GHz band is currently allocated to the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) for satellite communications.

 🌐 Satellite communications over this band are not expected to significantly 
interfere with WiFi-like applications.

Future Considerations and Interests

 ⏳ At the World Radiocommunications Conference, India secured an extension 
until 2027 for the use of the 6GHz spectrum.

 📞 Telecom operators in India are showing strong interest in acquiring the 6GHz 
spectrum for 5G and 6G technologies.

 💻 Tech companies, represented by the Broadband India Forum, advocate for a 
U.S.-style allocation of the 6GHz band for WiFi use.

 ⚖ There is a push from both telecom operators and tech companies for the entire 
6GHz band to be designated for either telecom or WiFi.

 



Government Considerations

 󰎉 The Indian government may consider following Australia’s example of 
de-licensing half of the 6GHz spectrum while deliberating on the other half.

Summary

 The 6GHz band in India is currently held by ISRO for satellite use, but there is 
significant interest from telecom operators and tech companies for its allocation for 
5G, 6G, or WiFi applications.







Topic -- Fossil Fuel Exports and Climate Accountability at the UN Climate 
Conference

Overview

 Hot Topic: Fossil fuel exports debated at the UN climate conference in Baku 🌍
 Key Stakeholders: Activists, delegates from climate-vulnerable countries
 Main Argument: Accountability for overseas pollution to developing nations

Climate Agreements

 Paris Agreement (2015): Requires countries to:
 Set targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions 🌱
 Report on progress

 Current Limitation: No requirements for emissions from exported fossil fuels

 

 



Emissions Impact

 Countries Involved:
 United States: Major fossil fuel exporter
 Norway, Australia, Canada: Also significant exporters

 Key Data:
 U.S. fossil fuel exports resulted in over 2 billion tonnes of CO2 emissions in 2022, 

equating to a third of U.S. domestic emissions 📊
 Drilling Boom: U.S. becomes top oil and gas producer



Global Market Dynamics

 Demand Shift:
 European nations reducing reliance on Russia
 China as a top buyer of U.S. crude and coal
 North Africa as a growing market for U.S. coal

 Recent Export Figures:
 U.S. coal exports increased by nearly 7% in early 2024

Political Commentary

 Double Standards: Accusations against Western nations for lecturing others 
on fossil fuel use while exporting heavily

 Statements:
 Norway emphasizes each country’s responsibility for its emissions
 Azerbaijan's president criticizes Western hypocrisy

 



Future Directions

 Agenda for Future Summits:
 Push for accountability in fossil fuel emissions
 Discussion on how to incorporate these issues into future climate 

agreements
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