
Topics - MINDS MAPS included (Daily current affairs 
) 18th November 2024
● Disease transmission among Pollinator
● World largest solar power plant
● AI Weight 
● Daibetes
● Suspension of IAS Officer
● Willingdon Island 
● MAINS

 

 

 
 
 

Mains

●

By saurabh Pandey 



Target Mains -2025/26 -

Q Civil servant in india is a part of government in action 
with a litle right and more responsibility

Connect with sir
9057921649

send your answer - Saurabh pandey 
upsc telegram channel





Visit - saurabhpandeyupsc.com

Connect with sir
9057921649 (ONLY MSG)





Topic -Disease transmission among Pollinator
●  Pathogen Transmission: Research shows that managed honey bees can 

transmit pathogens to wild pollinators, a process known as pathogen spillover 
and spillback.

●  Pollinator Importance: Over 75% of food crops and flowering plants depend 
on insect pollinators, highlighting their critical role in agricultural productivity 
and nutritional security.

●  Threats to Pollinators: Insect pollinators face multiple threats, including 
pesticides, pollution, climate change, and now infectious diseases 
exacerbated by habitat loss.

●  Declining Populations: While declines in pollinator populations are 
well-documented in Europe and North America, data from biodiversity-rich 
areas like the Indian subcontinent is limited.
 



● Wild Bees as Efficient Pollinators: Wild bees are often more efficient 
pollinators than western honey bees, emphasizing the need to study their 
health and communities.

●  Research Findings: A study in Switzerland found that wild pollinators in 
shared habitats with honey bees had 10 times higher pathogen loads, 
suggesting habitat diversity can reduce disease transmission.

●  Habitat Loss Risks: Loss of habitats can force pollinators into smaller areas, 
increasing the risk of disease transmission and spillover between species.



● India hosts more than 700 bee species, including four indigenous honey bees: 
Asiatic honey bee (Apis cerana indica), giant rock bee (Apis dorsata), dwarf honey 
bee (Apis florea), and the stingless bee (sp. Trigona). Western honey bees were 
introduced in India in 1983 to increase the country’s honey yield.

● In 1991-1992, a Thai sacbrood virus outbreak devastated around 90% of Asiatic 
honey bee colonies in South India and reemerged in 2021 in Telangana. The virus 
has been reported from other parts of the world, including China and Vietnam.

● The Thai sacbrood virus is one of the greatest threats facing the Asiatic honey 
bee. The disease caused by the virus’s infection kills the bees’ larvae







 Topic → World largest solar power plant
 🌞 Indonesia has inaugurated the largest floating solar power plant in Southeast Asia.
 
 🌊 The solar power plant is located in Purwakarta, a region in West Java province.
 ⚡ This initiative highlights Indonesia's commitment to renewable energy sources.
 
 🌍 The floating solar plant aims to contribute to sustainable energy solutions in the region.
 
 🏗 The project reflects advancements in solar technology and infrastructure development.
 🌱 The plant is expected to support environmental conservation efforts.
 
 📈 This development may enhance Indonesia's energy independence and reduce reliance 

on fossil fuels.

Summary: Indonesia has launched Southeast Asia's largest floating solar power plant in 
Purwakarta, West Java, marking a significant step towards renewable energy.





 Topic → AI Weight 
 

 🌐 Artificial Neural Networks (ANNs): ANNs are machine-learning models that have 
significantly impacted various fields, including language preservation and drug 
discovery.

 
 🧠 Components of ANNs: Each ANN consists of three main components: nodes (like 

neurons), edges (connections between nodes), and weights (mathematical 
representations of connection strength).

 
 ⚖ Learning Mechanism: ANNs learn by adjusting the weights of edges, which 

influences how signals are transmitted and processed, similar to how the human brain 
learns.

 
 🔍 Open Source AI Definition: The Open Source Initiative (OSI) has introduced a 

controversial definition of "open source AI," which allows for the training data of ANNs to 
remain hidden.

 
 
 



 

 🏥 Concerns in Medical AI: While transparency is crucial, there are contexts, such as 
medical AI, where keeping training data confidential is necessary for safety and privacy.

 
 🔄 Proposed Solution: Security researcher Bruce Schneier suggests renaming the 

OSI's definition to "open source weights," allowing the weights to be public while 
keeping the training data private.

 
📊 Implications of Open Source Weights: This approach would enable transparency in 
how ANNs process data without compromising the confidentiality of the training data.

Summary: ANNs are transformative machine-learning models with a complex structure that 
can benefit from a proposed shift towards "open source weights" to balance transparency 
and data privacy





 Topic -> Daibetes
 

 📈 The global number of people with diabetes has increased from 200 million in 1990 to 
over 800 million in 2022, with adult prevalence rising from 7% to 14%.

 
 󰏝 India has the highest number of diabetes cases at 212 million, followed by China with 

148 million.
 
 🚫 India also leads in untreated diabetes cases, with 133 million individuals over 30 years 

old, compared to 78 million in China.
 
 🔬 The increase in diabetes cases is partly due to improved data collection methods that 

include various diagnostic criteria, capturing 
 
 more individuals with the condition.
 
 



 🍔 Unhealthy diets and sedentary lifestyles are major controllable risk factors for diabetes, 
but the impact of tobacco use is often underestimated.

 
 🚬 Cigarette smoking increases the risk of developing diabetes by 30%-40% and 

negatively affects insulin production and regulation.
 
 🏥 With 133 million undiagnosed cases, India must enhance diabetes diagnosis to meet 

the WHO's 2030 targets for diabetes management.





 Topic → Suspension of IAS Officer
Derogatory Statements by N. Prashant

Overview of the Case

 Charge: Derogatory statements against A. Jayathilak IAS
 Implications: Grave indiscipline & undermining public image
 Government Stance: Remarks deemed "unbecoming of an officer"

All-India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968

 Governing Body: IAS, IPS, Indian Forest Service
 Key Principles:

 High standards of ethics, integrity, honesty
 Political neutrality, accountability, transparency
 Upholding constitutional values

 
 

 
 



 Social Media Guidelines:
 Allowed to participate in public media for duties
 Prohibited from criticizing government policies publicly
 No recourse to court/press without government sanction
 Omnibus rule: No conduct "unbecoming of a member".

Issues Identified

 Lack of Explicit Guidelines: No specific rules for social media usage
 Misinterpretation: "Unbecoming of a member" can be misused
 Enforcement Discrepancy: Senior officers enforcing rules against juniors



 

Suggestions for Review

 New Rules for Social Media: Guidelines for official content and defense 
against defamation

 Clarification of "Unbecoming": Illustrative list based on past instances
 Importance of Anonymity: Responsible anonymity in civil service 

communication
 Positive Use of Social Media: Educating citizens and promoting governmental 

initiatives





Willingdon Island 

Overview

 Location: Willingdon Island, Kochi, India
 
 Significance: Major logistics and tourism hub
 
 Attractions: Scenic beauty, water transport, cultural heritage
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