
Topics - MINDS MAPS included (Daily current affairs 
) 16th November 2024
● Barak River
● Geography BAKU
● Trade Barrier linked to emission

● Methamphetamine 

● MAINS

 

 

 
 
 

Mains

●

By saurabh Pandey 



Target Mains -2025/26 -

Q  What role biodiversity has on economic growth?
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Topic-- Barak River
●  The Barak River flows for a total length of 900 kilometers (560 miles).
●  It traverses through the Indian states of Manipur, Mizoram, and Assam.
●  The river enters Bangladesh, where it splits into the Surma and 

Kushiyara rivers.
●  The Surma and Kushiyara rivers converge to form the Meghna river, 

which contributes to the Ganges Delta.
● Of its total length, 524 km (326 mi) is located in India, while 31 km (19 

mi) is in Bangladesh.
●  The navigable section of the river in India is 121 km (75 mi) long, 

between Lakhipur and Bhanga.
■



■  This navigable section was declared National Waterway 6 
(NW-6) in 2016.

● Summary: The Barak River, flowing 900 km through India and 
Bangladesh, is significant for navigation and contributes to the Ganges 
Delta.







  Topic --Geography BAKU
 Geographical Location: Azerbaijan is located in the Caucasus region, at 

the intersection of Eastern Europe and West Asia.
 
 Physical Features: The country is characterized by the Caspian Sea to the 

east, the Greater Caucasus mountain range to the north, and extensive 
flatlands in the center.

 Land Area: Azerbaijan covers approximately 86,600 km², comparable in 
size to Portugal or the US state of Maine, and constitutes less than 1% of 
the former Soviet Union's land area.

  
 



 Administrative Divisions: Key subdivisions include the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic and the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region, 
the latter being internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan despite 
territorial disputes with Armenia.

 
  Borders: Azerbaijan shares borders with the Caspian Sea (east), 

Georgia and Russia (north), Iran (south), Armenia (southwest and west), 
and a small part of Nakhchivan borders Turkey (northwest).



 
  
 Capital City: Baku, the capital, is an ancient city known for having the largest 

and best harbor on the Caspian Sea and is a historical center for the oil 
industry.

  
 Territorial Dispute: The status of Nagorno-Karabakh is a point of contention 

with Armenia, despite its international recognition as Azerbaijani territory.

Summary: Azerbaijan, located in the Caucasus region, features diverse 
geography, significant administrative divisions, and a capital known for its oil 
industry, amidst ongoing territorial disputes.



● ravines of Kobustan Mountain near Baku.
● To the northeast, bordering Russia's Dagestan Autonomous Republic, is the 

Greater Caucasus range; to the west, bordering Armenia, is the Lesser 
Caucasus range.

●  To the extreme southeast, the Talysh Mountains form part of the border with 
Iran

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kobustan_Mountain&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Caucasus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Caucasus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Caucasus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talysh_Mountains






●  Topic -Trade Barrier linked to emission
● India disapproves of protectionist measures linking trade barriers to carbon 

emissions at climate talks in Baku, Azerbaijan.

●  China has requested the inclusion of discussions on unilateral restrictive trade 

measures related to climate change in the COP 29 agenda.

●  India argues that unilateral trade measures impose costs on developing 

countries and violate principles of equity, hindering multilateral cooperation.

●  The BASIC group, which includes Brazil, South Africa, India, and China, 

supports China's petition against such measures.

●  The petition primarily targets the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 

(CBAM), which taxes non-compliant imported products, set to fully take effect on 

January 1, 2026.



●  Neither the BASIC proposal nor India's statement directly mentions CBAM, 
opting for the term "arbitrary and unjustifiable unilateral measures" to avoid 
targeting the EU explicitly.

● Using the term 'CBAM' is seen as contrary to the spirit of UN climate 
negotiations, according to an anonymous source familiar with India's 
negotiating stance.

Summary: India and China express concerns over protectionist trade measures 
linked to carbon emissions at COP 29, particularly targeting the EU's CBAM



 About BASIC COUNTRIES
 

 🌍 Formation of BASIC: The BASIC countries, consisting of Brazil, South Africa, 
India, and China, formed a bloc on November 28, 2009, to address climate change 
collectively.

 
 🤝 Copenhagen Climate Summit: The bloc committed to act jointly at the 

Copenhagen climate summit, threatening a united walk-out if their minimum 
demands were not met by developed nations.

 
 🌐 BRICS Membership: All BASIC countries are part of the BRICS alliance, which 

expanded to include Russia and other developing nations in 2024.
 
 📝 Copenhagen Accord: BASIC played a key role in brokering the Copenhagen 

Accord with the United States, although they later described it as a non-legally 
binding political agreement.



 📅 Emission Reduction Plans: The BASIC countries pledged to 
announce their greenhouse gas emission reduction plans by January 31, 
2010, as part of their commitments made in Copenhagen.

 
 💰 Support for G77 Nations: The bloc discussed providing financial and 

technical aid to poorer nations within the G77, aiming to encourage 
wealthier nations to increase their climate funding.

 
 📈 Climate Aid Discussions: BASIC is working to define a common 

stance on emission reductions and climate aid, seeking broader support 
for the Copenhagen Accord.

Summary: The BASIC countries, formed in 2009, are a coalition of Brazil, 
South Africa, India, and China focused on climate change negotiations and 
support for developing nations.





Methamphetamine 

Key Points

 Definition: Methamphetamine is a powerful, highly addictive stimulant that 
affects the central nervous system.

 
 Forms: Available in various forms including powder, crystal, and pills.
 
 Usage: Commonly used recreationally for its euphoric effects but can lead to 

severe health issues.
 
 Legal Status: Classified as a Schedule II controlled substance in many 

countries due to its high potential for abuse



● Methamphetamine (CAS-537-46-2) is a member of the phenethylamine 

family, which includes a range of substances that may be stimulants, 

entactogens or hallucinogens. 

● Thus, methamphetamine is N,α-dimethylphenethylamine. According 

to IUPAC, the fully systematic name is N,

α-dimethylbenzeneethanamine





Q. With reference to the Vesuvius Volcano consider the following 
statements.

1) Is part of the Campanian volcanic

arc.

2) Mount Vesuvius is a somma- stratovolcano, which means it’s a volcanic 
caldera that’s been partially filled by a new central cone.

3) The volcano’s summit caldera is partially encircled by a steep rim.



How many of the given statements is/are incorrect.

A) 1 Only

B) 2 Only

C) 3 Only

D) None
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