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Topic — About Palk Strait

Overview

Location: Between India and Sri Lanka )
Significance: Critical for maritime trade and fishing ./
Length: Approximately 32 km

Important Aspects:
Cultural Connections: Links Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka

Biodiversity: Rich marine life and ecosystems &
Economic Impact: Fishing industry and tourism potential



Topic— T + 0 Settlement

Overview

Definition: T + 0 settlement refers to the process of finalizing a trade
on the same day it is executed.

Importance: Improves liquidity and allows for faster access to funds.
Current Status: Delays and challenges in implementation reported
by various exchanges.

T + 0 settlement is viewed as the next step in the evolution of trading,
aiming to enhance efficiency and reduce risks associated with
settlement delays.



Key Benefits

Increased liquidity
Enhanced capital efficiency 8
Reduced counterparty risk ]

Challenges

Technical complexities in infrastructure
Need for regulatory approval ’,
Market readiness and participant adaptation |-}

Current News Highlights

NSE has deferred T + 0 rolling settlement cycle until further notice.



Topic — The Future of Germany's Beer Industry ¢

Overview

Climate Change Impact: Rising temperatures, drought, and diseases affecting
hops.

Research & Education: Role of the Society of Hop Research and educational
programs.

Hope for Resilience: Development of climate change-resistant hop varieties.

The seedlings’ successes — or failures — could determine the fate of the
country’s famed Hallertau region, the world’s largest hops-growing area.

Key Components

Plant Nursery: Known as "our kindergarten" for developing new hop varieties.
Seedlings: 7,000 plants aimed at disease and climate resilience.

Educational Integration: Training in universities, vocational schools, and
breweries.
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Maritime standoff

A new standoff is developing in the disputed waters of
the South China Sea between Chinese and
Philippine forces at the Second Thomas Reef.

74 Exclusive Economic Zone

CHINA
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Topic—All about UN Charter

Overview

Definition: The UN Charter is a foundational treaty of the United Nations,
established in 1945.
Purpose: To maintain international peace and security, promote human
rights, and foster cooperation among nations.

Key Principles

Sovereign Equality: All member states are equal in rights and
responsibilities.

Prohibition of Force: States must refrain from the threat or use of force
against other states.

Self-determination: The right of peoples to determine their political status
and pursue their economic, social, and cultural development.



Recent Discussions
Revisions and Critiques: Calls for revisions to the UN Charter to address current

global challenges.

Example: Brazilian President Lula's call for a review of the Security
Council's effectiveness. source
International Dispute Settlement: Emphasis on the Charter as a basis for
resolving conflicts. source
Geopolitical Context: The relevance of the Charter in the context of ongoing
conflicts, such as the war in Ukraine.
Global Impact

Peacekeeping Operations: The Charter provides the legal framework for UN
peacekeeping missions.

Human Rights: Underpins many international human rights treaties and norms.
International Law: Serves as a cornerstone for the development of international
law and multilateral diplomacy.


https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/brazil-s-lula-calls-for-un-charter-review-slams-security-councils-inability-to-solve-conflicts/3341373
https://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/article/foreign-minister-new-york-un-charter-must-underpin-any-international-dispute-settlement

Topic— All about UNSC Reform

Historical Context of the UNSC and Its Formation

Overview of the UNSC

Established in 1945

Part of the UN Charter

Aim: Maintain international peace and security

Reflects post-WWII geopolitical realities
Original Structure

5 Permanent Members: = = 1 | s il
Veto Power: To prevent global conflicts




Current Challenges Facing the UNSC

Evolving Nature of Conflicts:

Terrorism

Cyber threats

Climate change
Representation Issues:

Existing structure doesn't reflect 21st-century realities
Effectiveness:

Veto power leads to decision-making paralysis

Implications of Challenges

Questions of legitimacy and accountability
Need for a more agile approach



Calls for Reform from Member States and Scholars

Advocates for equitable representation
Need for reforms (e.g., expanding permanent members)
Importance of consensus-building

Scholarly Emphasis

Enhancing legitimacy and effectiveness




Implications of Inaction on Reform

Continued erosion of legitimacy

Power imbalances may worsen

Risk of a fragmented international system
Future Risks

Unilateral actions by powerful states
Increased tensions and conflicts




Proposed Routes for Reform

Overview of Reform Proposals

Expand permanent and non-permanent members
Introduce veto restraint
Enhance working methods

Focus Areas

Include nations from Africa, Latin America, Asia



Veto Restraint and Working Methods

Limit veto power in urgent situations
Establish clear guidelines for veto use
Increase open debates and role of non-permanent members

Collaborative Approach

Promote inclusivity and diverse perspectives



Expansion of Membership and Representation
Address underrepresentation of emerging powers
Suggest new permanent members (e.g., India, Brazil)

Effective Approach

More equitable and effective international peace and security



Enhancing the Effectiveness of Peacekeeping Operations

Clear mission mandates

Robust training programs

Strengthen partnerships with regional organizations
Operational Success

Align with political realities on the ground
The Process of Reforming the UNSC

Understanding the UN Charter and Article 108

Requires two-thirds majority in the General Assembly
Challenges due to political interests of permanent members
Reform Complexity

Need for strategic alliances



The Role of the General Assembly in Reform

Platform for voicing concerns
Influencing the reform agenda through resolutions
Coalition Building

Create coalitions among member states
Challenges in Achieving Consensus Among Member States

Divergent national interests and historical grievances
Entrenched positions of permanent members
Need for Inclusive Framework

Overcome barriers to consensus




Case Studies of Past Reform Efforts

1965 expansion of non-permanent members
2005 World Summit proposals
High-Level Panel recommendations
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Case of india

With a population of over 140 crore, even two steps back mean
staggering numbers.

Though India, it pointed out, had shown a slight improvement in
economic participation and opportunity for the last few years, it
would need 6.2 percentage points more to match its 2012 score of
46%.

One way of achieving the objective will be through bridging gender
gaps in, say, the labour force participation rate (45.9%).
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Push the policy needle forward on migrant support

Amidst the scattered experimentation now, the Centre must offer strategic policy guidance for inter-State coordination

MUKTA NAIK &
VARUN AGGARWAL

nly two years ago, in the
ake of a nationwide lock-
down, India was left

shocked by the plight of migrant
workers walking hundreds of kilo-
metres, facing hunger, exhaustion
and violence, to get to the safety of
their home villages. The dire cir
cumstances of the migrants
tugged at our collective heartstr.
ings. They became the focus
large-scaleé relief efforts by govern-
ments and civil society alike. The
Government ramped up the One
Nation One Ration Card (ONORC)
project, announced the Affordable
Rental  Housing  Complexes
(ARHC) scheme, set up the e
Shram portal and began to draft a
migration policy. These initiatives
generated hope that the migrant
crisis of 2020 would be a turning
point, setting India firmly on a pol
icy path by offering
zenship and the accompanying so-
cial, economic and political rights
to internal migrants.

still a tale of distress

Two years on, migrant distress has
disappeared from our television
screens but continues to be a lived
reality. Repeated surveys have
found that the incomes of migrant

Despite this, a cohesive migration
policy guidance remains elusive.
Instead, disconnected policy in:
itiatives and technocratic fixes
chase specific agendas while nati
vism re-asserts itself through dom-
icile quotas and reservations. The
agenda of migrant inclusion has
been pushed to the periphery of
our collective consciousness.

“This is not something India can

afford to precipitate. Today, a third <

of the nation's workforce is mo-
bile. Migrants fuel critical sectors
such as manufacturing, construc-
tion, hospitality, logistics and
commercial agriculture. Despite
clear economic and humanitarian
reasoning to bring migrants back
into the policy discourse, the cur
rent policy scenario is at best frag-
mented and at worst waning. To
course correct, we must recognise
the entrenched structural con-
straints slowing the migration pol-
icy momentum and take strategic
steps to push the policy needle
forward.

A politicised phenomenon
First, we must recognise that mi
gration is a highly politicised phe
nomenon in India. States are high
ly influenced by the political
economy of migration. ‘Destina
tion States' experience a tension
between economic needs, which
require migrant labour, and politi
cal needs, which promote nativist
policies that impose domicile res-
trictions on employment and so-
cial security. On the flip side, the
‘sending States’ are highly motivat
ed to serve their “own people’

over, development policy in India
has bet big on rural development
as an antidote to migration. This
widespread ‘sedentary bias’ conti
nues to influence policy even
though migration is an important
pathway for impoverished margi
nalised rural households to find
economic security (and social

emancipation).
Second, migrants are a peren:
lis-

categories that have long troubled
policymakers: the unorganised
worker and the urban poor. Even
the e-Shram portal, which has
made impressive progress in regis
tering unorganised workers, has
been unable to accurately distin
guish and target migrants. Policy
interventions in major urban des
tinations continue to conflate the
urban poor with low-income mi
grants. Hence, slum development
continues as the primary medium
for alleviating migrant concerns,
while in reality, most migrants live
on worksites that are entirely out
of the policy gaze. There seems to
be an implicit assumption in the

es the timeline for addressing the
migrant issue far out. It is no lon-
ger an urgent priority.

Gaps in the data
Third, migration policy discourse
is seemingly paralysed by the now
well-acknowledged failure of offi
cial datasets to capture the actual
scaleand the frequency of internal
migration in India. Data systems
designed to periodically record
only one spatial location have
posed great challenges to welfare
delivery for up to 500 million peo-
ple who are part of multi-location
al migrant households. The novel
coronavirus pandemic has placed
a sharp focus on problems such as
educating and vaccinating thos
children who accompany their mi
grant parents, or ensuring that mi
grant women avail maternity be-
nefits at multiple locations.

Policy in India often emerges
from the ground up, taking de-
cades to cement into national law
and standard practice. We have
seen this in education and food se-
curity. In migration too, despite
the structural constraints outlined
above, it is heartening to see many
initiatives on the ground that have

For example, many States have in-
itiated data projects that can track
migrants and generate dynamic

real-time data that aid welfare de-
livery. Maharashtra’s Migration
Tracking System (MTS), which fo-
cuses on women and children has
been successfully piloted in five
districts. Chhattisgarh's State Mi

tionally been the nodal depart
ment for migrant welfare. For ex-
ample, Maharashtra’s S i
located within the Women and
Child Development Department.
However, there is further need for
multisectoral approaches under-
pinned by a strategic convergence
across government departments
and initiatives. Odisha's Planning
and Convergence Department,
which offers an institutional me-
chanism for inter-departmental
coordination, is one possible mo

The Centre has a lead role

In this scenario of well-meaning
but scattered experimentation,
migrants would be well served if
the Centre played a proactive role
by offering strategic policy gui
dance and a platform for inter-
State coordination. State-level pol-
economy constraints make
the Centre’s role particularly cru
cial in addressing issues of inter
State migrant workers at ‘destina
tion States”. The NITI Aayog's Draft
Policy on Migrant Workers is a pos-
itive step forward in articulating
policy priorities and indicating
suitable institutional frameworks,
and deserves a speedy release.

At a time when economic recov-
ery and inclusive growth are ur-
gent policy goals, migration policy
can hardly afford to gestate.
tegic initiatives to provide mi:
grants safety nets regardless of 1o
cation as well as bolster their
ability to migrate safely and affor-
dably must keep up the momen.
tum towards migrant-supportive

v
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