
SOLUTION -- IAS MAINS 2024
GENERAL STUDIES PAPER -1 BY SAURABH PANDEY UPSC

Q Underline the changes in the field of society and economy from the
Rig Vedic to the later Vedic period.

Overview

​The transition between the Rig Vedic and Later Vedic periods marked
significant transformations in both society and economy.
​
​The changes were influenced by various factors including geography,
available resources, and social structures.

Society

​Class Structure:
​Rig Vedic: Society was relatively egalitarian with a focus on tribes.
​Later Vedic: Emergence of Varna system (Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas,
Shudras).
​Education:
​Rig Vedic: Education was accessible to both genders; oral traditions were
prevalent.
​Later Vedic: Restriction of education to upper castes; formal education
systems emerged.
​Settled Lifestyle:
​Rig Vedic: Nomadic pastoralism was common.
​Later Vedic: Increased emphasis on settled agriculture.
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Economy

​Agriculture:
​Rig Vedic: Limited agricultural practices, focus on cattle rearing.
​Later Vedic: Expansion of agriculture, introduction of plough agriculture.
​Trade and Commerce:
​Rig Vedic: Minimal trade, barter system primarily.
​Later Vedic: Growth in trade networks, establishment of markets.
​Material Culture:
​Rig Vedic: Simple lifestyle with limited material wealth.
​Later Vedic: Increased complexity in social life, emergence of new crafts and
trades.
​

​

​

​Q Estimate the contribution of Pallavas of Kanchi for the development
of art and literature of South India.

Overview of Contributions

● Cultural Exchange: Fostered interactions between India and

Southeast Asia🌏
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● Temple Architecture: Influenced regional styles, notably in

Cambodia🇰🇭

● Literary Patronage: Supported Sanskrit and Tamil literature📜

● Artistic Legacy: Established foundational styles in South Indian art

🖼️

​The Pallavas were known for their significant contributions to both art
and literature, which laid the groundwork for future dynasties.
​They played an essential role in the development of temple architecture
and literary forms.

Key Contributions to Art

​Rock-Cut Temples: Introduced innovative styles and techniques for temple

construction⛪

​Sculptural Excellence: Developed intricate sculptures that are celebrated

today🎨

​Dravidian Architecture: Paved the way for the subsequent Chola architectural

advancements🔨

Key Contributions to Literature

​Sanskrit Literature: Promoted and preserved classical texts and poetry📚

​Tamil Literature: Encouraged local literary traditions and the use of Tamil in

high culture🎭
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​Notable Works: "Mattavilasa Prahasana" as a prime example of Pallava

literary prowess✍️

Significant Influences

​Cultural and Religious Development: Enhanced Hinduism's spread and

influence through art and literature🙏

​Legacy: Lasting impacts on South Indian culture and architecture, influencing

later dynasties like the Cholas🌟

​

Q What were the events that led to the Quit India Movement? Point out
its results.

Key Events Leading to the Quit India Movement

​World War II Impact🌍
​- Britain faced challenges during the war.
​- Need for resources and support from India.
​Cripps Mission (1942)📜
​- Proposal to gain Indian support for the war.
​- Failed to satisfy Indian leaders' demands.
​Emergence of Nationalist Sentiment🇮🇳
​Growing dissatisfaction with British rule.
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​Increased demands for independence.
​Gandhi's Call for "Do or Die"✊
​Launch of the Quit India Movement on August 9, 1942.
​Mobilization of masses against British rule.
​Arrests of Leaders🚔
​Immediate arrest of key leaders including Gandhi.
​Nationwide protests and demonstrations.

Results of the Quit India Movement

● Increased Repression by British Authorities🔒
○ Harsh measures taken to suppress dissent.
○ Widespread violence and protests.
● Political Consequences⚖️
○ Shift in British policy towards India.
○ Recognition of the need for political reforms.
● Rise of Indian Nationalism📈
○ Strengthened the resolve for independence.
○ United various factions of Indian society.
● Preparation for Post-War Negotiations🗣️
○ Set the stage for discussions post World War II.
○ Influenced future independence movements.

Q What is sea surface temperature rise? How does it affect the
formation of tropical cyclones?
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Understanding Sea Surface Temperature Rise

​Definition: Increase in the average temperature of the ocean's surface.
​
​Causes:
​Global warming
​Climate change
​Greenhouse gas emissions
​
​
​
​Indicators:
​Satellite measurements
​Ocean buoy data
​

Effects on Tropical Cyclones

​Intensity: Increased sea surface temperatures can enhance cyclone intensity.
​Frequency: More frequent and severe tropical cyclones.
​Duration: Longer-lasting cyclones due to sustained warm waters.
​Storm Surge: Higher storm surges leading to increased flooding.
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Q Why do large cities tend to attract more migrants than smaller
towns? Discuss in the light of conditions in developing countries.

Key Factors Influencing Migration

​Economic Opportunities💼
​Job availability
​Higher wages
​Diverse job markets
​Urban Amenities🏙️
​Better healthcare
​Quality education
​Recreational facilities
​Social Networks🤝
​Community support
​Family and friends in cities
​Established immigrant communities
​Infrastructure🏗️
​Transportation systems
​Housing availability
​Utility services
●

Q What is the phenomenon of 'cloudbursts'? Explain.
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Understanding Cloudbursts

​Definition: A cloudburst is a sudden, intense rainfall event that results in a
rapid accumulation of water in a short period of time, often leading to flash
floods.
​Characteristics:
​Intensity: Rainfall exceeds 100 mm (4 inches) in an hour.
​Duration: Typically lasts less than an hour.
​Location: Often occurs in mountainous or hilly areas.

Causes of Cloudbursts

​Meteorological Factors:
​Topography: Mountains can enhance rainfall through orographic lift.
​Humidity: High moisture content in the atmosphere contributes to intense
rain.
​Temperature: Warm air rises, cools, and condenses rapidly, leading to heavy
precipitation.
​Climate Change: Increased atmospheric temperatures can lead to more
extreme weather events, including cloudbursts.

Impacts of Cloudbursts

​Flash Flooding: Rapid water accumulation can lead to dangerous flash
floods.
​Landslides: Heavy rainfall can destabilize slopes.
​Infrastructure Damage: Roads, bridges, and buildings can suffer severe
damage.
​Loss of Life: Sudden floods can trap individuals, leading to fatalities.

Notable Instances

​Himachal Pradesh, India: Frequent occurrences causing major destruction.
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​Kerala, India: Increased instances linked with changing monsoon patterns.
​

Q What is the concept of a 'demographic winter'? Is the world moving
towards such a situation? Elaborate.

Understanding Demographic Winter

​Definition: A significant decline in birth rates leading to an aging population.
​Causes:
​Economic factors💰
​Social changes🏙️
​Cultural influences🎭
​Government policies📜

Current Trends and Global Impact

​Countries Affected:
​Italy🇮🇹: High aging population, low birth rate.
​South Korea🇰🇷: Severe youth vulnerabilities due to demographic shifts.
​Other European nations🌍: Facing similar challenges.
​Consequences:
​Labor shortages👷
​Increased healthcare costs🏥
​Strain on social security systems💼

Future Projections
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​Population Growth: Ongoing decline in several regions.
​Global Economic Impact: Possible recession due to reduced workforce.
​Cultural Shifts: Changes in family structures and values🏠.

Solutions and Mitigation Strategies

​Policy Recommendations:
​Encouraging family-friendly policies👶
​Immigration reforms🌏
​Support for parenting and childcare services👩‍👧‍👦
​Public Awareness Campaigns: Promoting the importance of family and
child-rearing📢.

Q Distinguish between gender equality, gender equity and women's
empowerment. Why is it important to take gender concerns into
account in programme design and implementation?

Key Concepts

​Gender Equality: Ensuring equal rights, responsibilities, and opportunities for
all genders.
​Gender Equity: Fair treatment and equal access to resources and
opportunities, acknowledging different needs.
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​Women's Empowerment: Enabling women to have control over their lives and
decisions, enhancing their ability to make choices.

Importance in Programme Design and Implementation

​Inclusivity: Addressing gender concerns fosters inclusive participation.
​Effectiveness: Programmes that consider gender dynamics are more
effective.
​Sustainability: Gender-sensitive policies contribute to long-term societal
growth.
​Empowerment: Promoting women's rights and capabilities leads to broader
societal benefits.

​
​Q Intercaste marriages between castes which have socio-economic
parity have increased, to some extent, but this is less true of
interreligious marriages. Discuss.

Overview

​Intercaste Marriages: Increase in marriages between castes with
socio-economic parity.
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​Interreligious Marriages: Lesser acceptance and prevalence compared to
intercaste marriages.

Key Points:

​Cultural Acceptance: Varies significantly between intercaste and interreligious
contexts.
​Socio-Economic Factors: Economic stability plays a critical role in enhancing
intercaste marriages.
​Religious Beliefs: Stronger adherence to religion may hinder interreligious
marriages.
​Government Policies: Impact on marriage trends and societal attitudes

​Cultural Influences: The impact of tradition and family expectations.
​Education and Employment: Correlation with increased intercaste marriage.
​Urban vs Rural Divide: Different trends observed based on geographical
locations.

Q - In dealing with socio-economic issues of development, what kind of
collaboration between government, NGOs and private sector would be
most productive?

Collaboration for Socio-Economic Development

Key Collaboration Models
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​Public-Private Partnerships (PPP)🤝
​Joint projects and funding
​Shared resources and expertise
​NGO Collaborations🌍
​Community engagement
​Grassroots initiatives
​Multi-Stakeholder Approaches🌐
​Involvement of various sectors
​Collective problem-solving

Areas of Focus

​Education & Training🎓
​Skill development programs
​Vocational training
​Health & Wellbeing🏥
​Access to healthcare services
​Mental health support
​Economic Opportunities💼
​Job creation initiatives
​Microfinance programs

Strategies for Effective Collaboration

​Open Communication📢
​Regular stakeholder meetings
​Transparent decision-making processes
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​Shared Goals🎯
​Aligning objectives among partners
​Measuring success collectively
​Resource Mobilization💰
​Fundraising strategies
​Leveraging assets from each sector

Challenges and Solutions

​Coordination Issues🔄
​Establishing clear roles
​Utilizing technology for management
​Funding Gaps🏦
​Diversifying funding sources
​Grant writing and fundraising efforts
​Cultural Differences🌍
​Building mutual respect
​Cross-sector training and workshops

Source -
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/05/5-ways-governments-unlock-s
ocial-economy/

Q "Though the great Cholas are no more yet their name is still
remembered with great pride because of their highest achievements in
the domain of art and architecture." Comment.
Key points

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/05/5-ways-governments-unlock-social-economy/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/05/5-ways-governments-unlock-social-economy/
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Achievements of the Chola Dynasty

​Historical Significance📜
​-Longest ruling dynasty in South India
​Major influence in Southeast Asia
​-Architectural Marvels🏛️
​-Notable temples (e.g., Brihadeeswarar Temple)
​-Unique Dravidian architectural style
​Cultural Contributions🎨
​-Development of bronze sculptures
​-Literature and poetry flourishment
​Religious Influence⛪
​-Promotion of Shaivism and Vaishnavism
​-Temples as centers of pilgrimage
​Technological Innovations⚙️
​-Advanced irrigation systems
​-Maritime trade advancements

Source→ https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/250/

Q How far is it correct to say that the First World War was fought
essentially for the preservation of balance of power?
(Answer in 250 words) 15

Overview of the Balance of Power
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​Definition of Balance of Power⚖️
​Historical context leading to WWI🌍
​Major powers involved and their alliances🤝

Causes of the First World War

​Nationalism and imperialism🌏
​Militarism and arms race💣
​Alliance system (Triple Entente vs. Triple Alliance)🛡️

Argument: Preservation of Balance of Power

​Role of alliances in maintaining power stability⚔️
​The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand as a trigger🔫
​Mobilization and declarations of war among major powers🏰

Consequences of the War

​Redrawing of national borders🌐
​Establishment of new power dynamics post-war🏛️
​Treaties (e.g., Treaty of Versailles) and their impact📜

Conclusion

​Assessment of the balance of power theory in WWI🔍
​Long-term implications for international relations🌗

SOURCE→
https://www.history.com/news/regional-conflict-world-war-i-beginning

https://www.history.com/news/regional-conflict-world-war-i-beginning
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https://www.economist.com/by-invitation/2024/07/04/the-wests-values-are-im
portant-but-so-is-realism-says-finlands-president

​Q How far was the Industrial Revolution in England responsible for the
decline of handicrafts and cottage industries in India?
​
​The Industrial Revolution led to significant changes in production methods.
​Resulted in the decline of handicrafts and cottage industries in India.
​Examining this historical context helps understand economic transformations.

Key Points:

​Definition of Cottage Industry: Small-scale production done at home.
​Economic Shift: Move from artisanal to mechanized production.
​Impact on Employment: Loss of traditional jobs and skills.
​Cultural Effects: Alteration of local craftsmanship and heritage.

Factors Contributing to Decline:

​Market Competition: Industrial goods flooding Indian markets.
​Colonial Policies: Favoring British manufacturers over local artisans.
​Technological Advancements: Innovations in textile production in England.

Social Consequences:

​Rise in unemployment among skilled artisans.
​Changes in social structure and community dynamics.

https://www.economist.com/by-invitation/2024/07/04/the-wests-values-are-important-but-so-is-realism-says-finlands-president
https://www.economist.com/by-invitation/2024/07/04/the-wests-values-are-important-but-so-is-realism-says-finlands-president
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​Q The groundwater potential of the gangetic valley is on a serious
decline. How may it affect the food security of India?

Overview

​Groundwater Decline

​- Over-extraction

​- Climate change effects

​- Pollution

​Food Security
​-Crop yield reduction

​-Increased food prices

​-Nutritional impact

Sources →

https://news.mongabay.com/2018/09/as-indias-ganges-runs-out-of-water-a-p

otential-food-shortage-looms/

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228431195_Impact_of_climate_cha

nge_on_water_resources_and_glacier_melt_and_potential_adaptations_for_I

ndian_agriculture

https://news.mongabay.com/2018/09/as-indias-ganges-runs-out-of-water-a-potential-food-shortage-looms/
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/09/as-indias-ganges-runs-out-of-water-a-potential-food-shortage-looms/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228431195_Impact_of_climate_change_on_water_resources_and_glacier_melt_and_potential_adaptations_for_Indian_agriculture
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228431195_Impact_of_climate_change_on_water_resources_and_glacier_melt_and_potential_adaptations_for_Indian_agriculture
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228431195_Impact_of_climate_change_on_water_resources_and_glacier_melt_and_potential_adaptations_for_Indian_agriculture
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Q What is a twister? Why are the majority of twisters observed in areas
around the Gulf of Mexico?

What is a Twister and Its Connection to the Gulf of Mexico?

Understanding Twisters🌪️

​Definition: A twister is a colloquial term for a tornado, a rapidly rotating

column of air extending from a thunderstorm to the ground.

​Formation: Twisters form under specific conditions:

​Warm, moist air near the surface

​Cooler, dry air above

​Wind shear (variation in wind speed and direction with height)

Characteristics of Twisters

​Wind Speeds: Can exceed 300 mph (480 km/h).

​Duration: Typically last from a few minutes to over an hour.

​Destruction: Capable of severe damage to structures and landscapes.

​
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Twisters Around the Gulf of Mexico🌊

​Tornado Alley: The Gulf of Mexico region is part of the broader Tornado Alley.

​Factors Contributing:

​Warm Waters: The Gulf’s warm waters provide ample moisture.

​Climate Interaction: Warm, moist air from the Gulf collides with cold, dry air

from the north.

​Geographical Influence: Flat terrain facilitates the formation and movement of

storms.

Statistics

​Frequency: The Gulf Coast experiences a high number of tornado events,

particularly during spring and fall.

​Impact: Severe storms and hurricanes often lead to tornado formation in this

region.

SOURCE →

https://physicsworld.com/a/why-north-america-has-a-tornado-alley-and-south

-america-doesnt/
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Q --What is regional disparity? How does it differ from diversity? How
serious is the issue of regional disparity in India? (Answer in 250
words) 15

What is Regional Disparity?

​Definition: Unequal distribution of resources and economic activities across

different regions.

​Causes:

​Economic factors

​Social factors

​Political factors

How Does It Differ from Diversity?

​Regional Disparity:

​Focused on imbalances and inequalities.

​Impact on development and growth.

​Diversity:

​Recognizes variety and richness within regions.

​Emphasizes cultural, social, and economic differences.

Severity of Regional Disparity in India

​Key Issues:
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○ Economic inequalities between states.

○ Access to education and healthcare.

○ Infrastructure development gaps.

​Consequences:

○ Migration from rural to urban areas.

○ Social tensions and conflicts.

○ Impact on national cohesion.

​

Q Despite comprehensive policies for equity and social justice,
underprivileged sections are not yet getting the full benefits of
affirmative action envisaged by the Constitution. Comment.

Overview

​Affirmative Action: Policies aimed at improving opportunities for historically

underrepresented groups.

​Social Justice: The pursuit of a just society that promotes equity and fairness

for all individuals.
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​Underprivileged Sections: Groups that face systemic barriers to access

resources and opportunities.

Key Issues

​Despite policies, inequities persist in access to benefits.

​Barriers: Socio-economic factors, discrimination, and lack of awareness.

​Ineffectiveness of Policies: Many underprivileged groups are still not aware of

or do not benefit from affirmative action.

​Systemic Barriers: Challenges include socio-economic status, education, and

geographic location.

​Need for Awareness: Increased outreach and education about available

benefits are necessary.

Factors Contributing to Inequity

​Economic Disparities

​Educational Gaps

​Cultural Stigmas

​Political Climate

Recommendations

​Policy Revisions: Assess and modify policies to ensure they meet current

needs.

​Increased Funding: Allocate resources for education and outreach programs.
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​Community Engagement: Involve community leaders to spread awareness.

Source →>https://www.whitehouse.gov/equity/

Q Globalization has increased urban migration by skilled, young,
unmarried women from various classes. How has this trend impacted
upon their personal freedom and relationship with family?

Overview

​Globalization: Increased opportunities and challenges.

​Urban Migration: Movement of skilled young unmarried women.

​Key Themes:

​Personal Freedom

​Family Relationships

​

​

https://www.whitehouse.gov/equity/
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SOURCE→

https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/how-markets-empower-women-innovatio

n-market-participation-transform-womens-lives

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249285698_Explaining_Stages_of_

Migration_Within_a_Life-course_Framework

Q Critically analyse the proposition that there is a high correlation
between India's cultural diversities and socio-economic marginalities

Introduction

​Cultural Diversities: India's rich tapestry of languages, religions, ethnic

groups, and traditions.

https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/how-markets-empower-women-innovation-market-participation-transform-womens-lives
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/how-markets-empower-women-innovation-market-participation-transform-womens-lives


SOLUTION -- IAS MAINS 2024
GENERAL STUDIES PAPER -1 BY SAURABH PANDEY UPSC

​Socio-Economic Marginalities: Disparities in wealth, access to resources, and

social status among different cultural groups.

Key Areas of Analysis

​Historical Context

​Colonialism impact

​-- Historical marginalization of certain groups

​Current Socio-Economic Status

​-- Income disparities

​--Access to education and healthcare

​Cultural Practices

​--Influence of culture on economic opportunities

​--Traditional occupations and their economic viability

Correlation Between Cultural Diversities and Marginalities

​Discrimination and Prejudice

​Caste system effects

​Ethnic tensions and their socio-economic impact

​Policy Implications

​Government initiatives (e.g., reservations, welfare schemes)

​Effectiveness of policies addressing cultural marginalities
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Conclusion

​Interconnectedness: Understanding the link between cultural identities and

socio-economic status is crucial for policy-making.

​Future Directions: Need for inclusive policies that recognize and address the

unique challenges faced by diverse cultural groups.

​
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