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IT IS THE SECOND PCV OF INDIA (THE FIRST BEING ICGS

L1

/ SAMUDRA PRAHARI).
e |tisaspecialised Pollution Control Vessel (PCV) of the Indian Coast
Guard.
o It was indigenously built by ABG Shipyard, Surat.
. It was commissioned in 2012.
e [tisstationed on the East Coast of India in Vishakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh.

1. Control equipment for mitigating oil spills,
2. recovery devices like skimmers,and side
E:\ sweeping arms.
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A newly discovered
species of cicada
belonging to the

genus Becquartina.

7

S nickname
e The species is localised in the Garo
Hills and Ri-Bhoi districts ¢ b utte rfly Ci Cad a”
e |t prefers thick forests and native
vegetation. & J

N

° It brings the total number of | |
known species in the genus
Becquartina to seven. Cicada, (family

e |twas discovered in Meghalaya.

* It marks the first-ever record of Cicadidae) is any of a

this genus in the country. group of sound-
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Financing Agrochemical
Reduction and Management
Programme (FARM)

Countries Involved: Ecuador,
India, Kenya, Laos, Philippines,
Uruguay, Vietham

Objective: Combat pollution from pesticides and plastics in
agriculture, specifically targeting the release of toxic persistent
organic pollutants (POPs) into the environment

e Leadership: Led by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
e Support: Backed by the Global Environment Facility (GEF)

STRATEGY:

e Shift financial incentives towards farmers to adopt

low- and non-chemical alternatives
Promote sustainable farming practices
UPSC CSE
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Zbout Krutrim Al

An Al model that helps to
bridge the gap between
conventional Al and the
specific needs based on

Indian languages and KRUTRIM

CuU ltu re. And also the fastest Unicorn in India

Significance:

Natural Language Processing (NLP):

e Enables understanding of human language nuances, including colloquialisms.
o Facilitates natural interactions between users and the Al.

Machine Learning (ML):

. Learns from extensive datasets to improve responses over time.

e Enhances performance and accuracy through user interactions and feedback.

UPSC CSE
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And also the fastest Unicorn in India
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Eploration
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India has applied with International Seabed Authority
for rights to explore two vast tracts in Indian Ocean
Seabed.
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For exploration for polymetallic nodules in Central
Indian Ocean Basin.

e For exploration of polymetallic sulphides in Indian

Ocean Ridge.

United Nations Convention on Law of Sea
(UNCLOS):

e Adopted in-1982

e UNCLOS - Lays down comprehensive regime of law and order
in world’s oceans and seas.
Seabed exploration outside of territorial limits are decided by
UNCLOS
Bodies established under UNCLOS -

International Seabed Authority

International Tribunal for Law of the Sea
Commission on Limits of the Continental Shelf
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Vechur cow :#

Place Vec

by the side Smallest cattle

near Vai breed in the
district

e |tis one of the rare dwarf
cattle breeds of India.
e These are light red, black
or fawn and white in
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colour.
. The animals are well
adapted to the hot and
humid climate of the area
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There are an estimated 7,396
golden langurs in India, the latest
survey of the primate has
revealed.

o IUCN: Endangered

o CITES: Appendix |
o Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 : Schedule |

e |t can be most easily recognized by the color of their fur, after which
they are named.
o It has been noted that their fur changes colors according to the
seasons.
e The color of the young also differs from adults in that they are almost

i g pure white
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India’s first Green

Hydrogen Plant in the d

Stainless Steel Sector at
Jindal Stainless Limited
(JSL), Hisar, Haryana.

Green Hydrogen

¥

Reduce the carbon footprint but also Electro lySiS
diversify the energy mix and enhance
energy security.

Aim: To reduce carbon emissions by around Renewable
~ 2,700 metric tonnes per annum and 54,000 Energy
tonnes of CO2 emission over 20 years.

W
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H IGH-SEAS
TREATY

¥ S T

The world's first
international treaty to OBIJEGTIVE
protect the high seas
was recently adopted by
the United Nations.

The event was held to urge
nations to ratify a new treaty
to protect the high seas from

BY SAURABH pollution, climate change

PANDEY and overfishing.
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Treaty:

e |tisthe first-ever treaty to protect the world's oceans that lie
outside national boundaries.
o It is also known as the ‘Paris Agreement for the Ocean.’
e |tisalegally binding treaty that aims at protecting, caring for,
and ensuring the responsible use of the marine environment,
maintaining the integrity of ocean ecosystems, and conserving
the inherent value of marine biological diversity.

o gg AT T3 & a1er f[AG [y & Agr Rl &Y 811 A=A areft ugett dfe
el
. 39 'HEMR & g 9y gaEia’ & &a | it ST ST g
¢ Og Qch hIHI U ¥ IregahRt i g aaeT Ie2a Sl uafaror 6 grem,
AT IR iR IuahT giAfga o==r, a6 aiRfR&_faes a1 hi
SESdT ahi IATQ IEGAT 3R G sifaes fafawar & siaf+fed gea o&r

BY SAURABH TR&TUT heT gl
PANDEY

UPSC CSE



2 saurabhpandeyupsc.com
g?él —

RABH PANDEY
[{ WII.._.INATI_ L]
FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIAN

In the case of Sukhwant Singh & Ors v. State of Punjab, the
Supreme Court held that interim bail is a measure especially to

safeguard the reputation of an accused. Also, the court has the
inherent power to grant bail to a person whose bail application
is still pending for disposal.
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Jacaranda
Bloom

e It is a deciduous tree, Jacaranda

mimosifolia comes from the

Bignoniaceae family.
e Blue jacaranda is native of Brazil and
North West Argentina.
e These are hardy trees that grow well in

tropical climes, well-drained soil .
e They are plenty of sun to showcase their

lavender touch. an a |te n ative
Uses: In Brazil, its wood is used to wood carvi ng

make guitars. It has no edible

use, its bark and root has tree SPECiES

medicinal advantages.
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PM INAUGURATES KOCHRAB ASHRAM,
LAUNCHES PLAN OF GANDHI ASHRAM
MEMORIAL

e Location: More than 120 acres of land on the Sabarmati River
in the outskirts of Ahmedabad.

e Aim: The Masterplan suggests restoring, conserving, and

rebuilding almost half of the 63 structures that existed in the
original ashram.
e In total, 36 structures will be repaired and 20 will be

preserved

Kochrab Ashram w
1st Ashram establi
Mahatma Ganc

coming to In

South Afric
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amous for it

and adventure

ITS TOURISM CAPITAL

e The government of Nepal declared Pokhara, a picturesqu
city in Gandaki province, organised at Barahi Ghat on t
banks of river Phewa Lake.

e Pokhara boasts arich cultural heritage, with ma
monasteries and museums that showcase t
traditions of the region.
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Prlme Mlnlster

Launched
PM-SURAJ PORTAL

(Pradhan Mantri
Samajik Utthan
Evam Rozgar Adharit

Jankalyan)
(LT'EJI'F-I'FBﬁ dTHTOTh I ATH

Download
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About:

The portal will act as a one-stop point where people
from disadvantaged sections of society can apply for
and monitor the progress of all loan and credit
schemes already available to them.

Help in providing financial assistance directly to

neneficiaries, eliminating middlemen and commissions.
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Japanese architect Riken
Yamamoto was declared
winner of the 2024 Pritzker
Architecture Prize.

° The prize has been awarded every year since its founding in 1979.

. It is awarded to a living architect/s for significant achievement.

e It was established by the Pritzker family of Chicago through their Hyatt Foundation.
. The laureate receives $100,000 and also a bronze medallion

Objective: To honour a living architect whose built work demonstrates talent, vision

and commitment, who has produced consistent and significant contributions to
humanity and the built environment through the art of architecture”.

Download
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What is Rice Bran?

one of the main byproducts in
the
process of rice milling. ‘

The Central Government extended the ban on de-oiled
rice bran exports for four more months, per DGFT
notification.

Download
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e It is one of the main byproducts in the process of rice
milling.

e |t is the outer brown layer of brown rice and is separated
during the milling process.

e One hundred kilogram (100 kg) of paddy rice will generate
approximately 5-10 kg of bran.

It has anti-diabetic, lipid-lowering, hypotensive,
antioxidant, and anti-inflammatory effects, while
its consumption also improves bowel function.
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Recently, Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre (VSSC), an ISRO
Facility at Thumba, has

developed a multi-purpose ) :
‘SAKHI app’ that will help Space-borne Assistant and

astronauts on Gaganyaan space Knowledge Hub for Crew
flight mission. Interaction’

Monitor blood pressure, heart rate, and oxygen
saturation.
Remind astronauts of hydration, dietary schedules, and
sleep patterns.

Maintain seamless communication with onboard
computers and ground-based stations.
Enable logging of mission activities in various formats
(voice records, texts, images).
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Sea Defenders 2024

he joint Coast Guard exercise between India and the
United States of America ‘Sea Defenders 2024’ is
scheduled to take place on March 9-10 off the coast of

Port Blair.
\ Focus of the Joint Exercise:
iy e Maritime piracy and asymmetric threats
e Joint maritime search and rescue operations
BY SAURABH
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It Is the longest bi-lane road tunnel in the world,
at an altitude above 13,000 feet.

It will provide all-weather connectivity to Tawang,
bordering China. It will cut down the travel time
between Tezpur and Tawang by over an hour.
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Arunachal
Pradesh /
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e Itanagar

e |tislocated in the West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh.
. It will connect Tezpur, in Assam, with Tawang, in Arunachal
Pradesh.
e It willalso provide for faster deployment of weapons, soldiers, and
equipment to forward areas near the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
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Recently, the Union Minister of Education and
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

launched the ‘SWAYAM Plus’ platform
g gl H, <hdl fXar 3R apiere faerr ™ iz

IaAar {93l 7 ' W h' Wehid di-d fhar

DOWNLOAD SAURABH
PANDEY CSE APP



e The Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) will be
operating this Platform.

e |t offers courses developed collaboratively with the industry.

o This platform aims to enhance the employability of both

college students and lifelong learners.
e Reaching alarge learner base by catering to learning across
the country, with a focus on reaching learners from tiers 2 and

3 towns and rural areas.
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Recently, The 13th
Ministerial Conference
(MC13) of WTO was

organized in Abu Dhabi from
26 February to 29th
February 2024.

Comoros and Timor-Leste formally joined the World
Trade Organisation on the opening day in Abu Dhabi,
becoming the 165th and 166th members of the body at

the 13th Ministerial Conference of WTO.

DOWNLOAD SAURABH S
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WTO is the only global international trade organisation
which deals with rules of trade between nations.
It is governed by different agreements negotiated and
signhed by participating nations and ratified in their
parliament.

Ministerial Conference
Highest decision - making body
Meets biennially.

General Council
e Oversees day- to - day operations
e Acts as Trade Negotiation, Regular
meetings at Geneva HQ

Dispute Settlement Panels
e Examines trade disputes between
WTO Members.
Issues reports with findings and
recommendations.
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The world's first
international treaty to OBIJEGTIVE
protect the high seas
was recently adopted by
the United Nations.

The event was held to urge
nations to ratify a new treaty
to protect the high seas from
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Treaty:

e |tisthe first-ever treaty to protect the world's oceans that lie
outside national boundaries.
o It is also known as the ‘Paris Agreement for the Ocean.’
e |tisalegally binding treaty that aims at protecting, caring for,
and ensuring the responsible use of the marine environment,
maintaining the integrity of ocean ecosystems, and conserving
the inherent value of marine biological diversity.
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