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Topic-UN Security Council Reform Initiatives

Background

80th Anniversary of the UN approaching &
G4 Countries: India ==, Brazil B84, Germany ™% Japan e
Urgent calls for UNSC reform to enhance legitimacy and
effectiveness.

Key Points from G4 Meeting

Date: September 23

Location: Fringes of UNGA

Review of reform progress and challenges faced by the
multilateral system.




Key Discussions:

e Increase in permanent and non-permanent UNSC
membership

e Enhanced participation for developing countries

e Representation for Africa, Asia-Pacific, and Latin
America




Reform Objectives

Increase Membership:
Permanent and non-permanent seats for developing countries
Representation for Africa, Asia-Pacific, Latin America, and the
Caribbean.

Supporting Groups

L69 Group:
Collaboration with G4 for reforms.
Focus on the Common African Position (CAP).
C-10 Group:
Joint meetings to strengthen reform commitments




Supportive Groups

L69 Group:
Includes India, chaired by Ralph E. Gonsalves
Joint meeting with C-10 (10 African countries)
Common African Position (CAP):
Based on Ezulwini Consensus and Sirte Declaration
Urgent need for comprehensive reform to maintain UN
credibility




Challenges Highlighted

Delay in Reform:

Impacts on UN's credibility and effectiveness.
Need for Representation:
Greater inclusion for Global South countries in decision-making.
Goals for Security Council
Transformative Reform:
Making UNSC more:

Representative \(//V/ Q\\’/
Transparent \luy
Efficient w
Effective UNSC
Democratic

Accountable §@




Future Opportunities

Summit of the Future:
A platform for discussions on reform and
representation.




About --L.69 Group

The L.69 Group is a group of developing countries from Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific.

They form a major bloc that is united by the common cause of
achieving the lasting and comprehensive reform of the United Nations
Security Council. The group currently has 32 countries as its members.

L69 Grouping: A coalition of nations advocating for reforms in the
UN.

Objective: To enhance representation and effectiveness of the UN
Security Council (UNSC).

Key Players: Includes India, Brazil, Germany, and Japan as part of
the G4.




Key points:

Focus on multilateralism.
Emphasize equitable representation.
Address global challenges effectively.







Topic— New memorandum of agreement between Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh for the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP)
linking.

Key Components of the ERCP Linking Project

Project Overview

Agreement between Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh *
Linking ERCP with Parvati, Kali Sindh, and Chambal Rivers
Objectives i
Optimum utilization of water resources @& [l REGE_—_
Benefit to 13 districts in Rajasthan 4
Stakeholders .
Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma O
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav &
Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil i




Project Components
Modified river links Bl
Detailed Project Report (DPR) formulation
Consultation with officials and stakeholders @
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Historical Context
Previous disputes resolved
Previous Congress government's initiatives
Launch of construction using state resources "%
Current Developments
Tripartite meeting leading to consensus i
National perspective plan for interlinking rivers »/
Financial Aspects
Estimated project cost of 37,200 crore &
G Initial work cost of 29,600 crore EB
2 Future Implications
' Potential for regional development «”
Addressing water scarcity issues







Topic— Malkapur Lake

Key Insights

Location: Malkapur Lake is located in Telangana, India.
Recent Events: Recent demolition of illegal structures and
military trials.
lllegal constructions on the lake have been a major concern.
Government actions include demolishing unauthorized
buildings.
The lake has been used for military floatation trials.







Topic— India Elected to GlobE Steering Committee

Overview

Election: India was elected to the 15-member GlobE
Steering Committee.

Location: Plenary session held in Beijing.

Voting Process: Multistage voting process.

Key Points:

Role: India to shape global agenda against corruption.
Expertise: Valuable asset in combating corruption.
Platform: Strengthening international cooperation against
financial crimes.




Project Components
Modified river links &2
Detailed Project Report (DPR) formulation
Consultation with officials and stakeholders @




About Globe Network

The GlobE Network is a rapidly expanding global community of
practitioners dedicated to countering corruption.

It facilitates transnational cooperation in corruption cases.

The Network members connect and collaborate directly to further
cases.

With partners, the Network strives for effective and efficient
transnational cooperation between practitioners worldwide.
Corruption is a complex issue that crosses national borders, making
it difficult for individual countries to combat it effectively on their
own.

g
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By facilitating international cooperation between practitioners in

cases, and the sharing of knowledge and resources, the GlobE
Network aims to strengthen the global response to corruption by
enabling law enforcement authorities to detect, investigate and
prosecute cross-border corruption offences.

Established in 2021, the GlobE Network welcomes anti-corruption
law enforcement authorities from all UN Member States and
States parties to the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC).
Governed by its members, the Network is supported by the
United Nations Office against Drugs and Crime (UNODC), which
provides the Network's secretariat.
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Topic—symplectic (not comparable) Placed in or among, as if§&=

woven together.

Symplectic Geometry

Definition: A branch of differential geometry and

topology.
Focus: Studies symplectic manifolds and their

\.\4,/ properties.

Applications: Used in physics, particularly in
Hamiltonian mechanics.

Symplectic geometry explores the interplay between
geometry and physics, especially in describing
dynamical systems.




Mathematical Tools

Differential Forms: Used to define symplectic structures.
Topology: Studies properties that remain invariant under

continuous transformations.
{ Hamiltonian Dynamics: Framework utilizing symplectic

— structures to describe systems.

i

Applications in Physics

Classical Mechanics: Describes the evolution of
mechanical systems.

Quantum Mechanics: Connects classical and quantum
theories through phase space.

Control Theory: Applies symplectic methods to optimize
dynamic systems.
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| Overview of Indian Classical Languages

Definition: Languages with ancient literary traditions
Significance: Cultural heritage and identity

Major Indian Classical Languages

S Sanskrit

Ancient scriptures and texts

Importance in Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism
Tamil

Oldest living language

Rich literary tradition
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Tornado - A violently rotating column of air touching the ground,

usually attached to the base o hund m.

Tornadoes are nature"s most violent storms. e

S
———

Spawned from powerful thunderstorms, tornadoes can cause
fatalities and devastate a neighborhood in seconds.

Winds of a tornado may reach 300 miles per hour
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§F) Upashna Kaushik ok sir
P parul tiwari good morning sir

©

Jaysingh Rathod good morning sir

Lucknow UP. Kisa Zehra

TIKESH RATHIA good morning sir
Prashant Tiwari Ram Ram sir ‘ ‘
Raj Shaw Indian ka % kitna hai sir?
Ananya Nandi good morning sir
Raj Shaw ok sir

Samrat Barui morning sir

Samrat Barui from west bengal
MOHIT RAGHAV good morning sir
Prashant Tiwari pta nhi

AVISHEK KUMAR yes now it's ok
Aditi Baji Mohite not it restarted
Aditi Baji Mohite yes sir voice clear
Jyoti K Sharma yes sir

Jyoti K Sharma voice clear hai
Simran Gautam Yes sir clear

Raj Shaw all clear sir

Kisa Zehra Good morning sir attending session fr|
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Case of india

With a population of over 140 crore, even two steps back mean
staggering numbers.

Though India, it pointed out, had shown a slight improvement in
economic participation and opportunity for the last few years, it
would need 6.2 percentage points more to match its 2012 score of
46%.

One way of achieving the objective will be through bridging gender

gaps in, say, the labour force participation rate (45.9%). e
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imperative that girls get access to education
through school and college: and they also need
paid work. Women end up doing so much unaid
S work at home that many do not have the time o

i A the energy to opt for paid work. Providing girls
th a job-assured education will automatically
improve all development indices inchding nutri
= and break the vicious eycle of early mar-
- g 10 oot maternaland chid ek If
e parxlemic revenled the ey it was

harder on women, with the particip
5 —_— tion rates dropping, ummlumu houschold in-
o~ . even if they get a job, women are
- impeded by patriarchal and cultural norms; be-
have to worry about their safety.

The pandemic may have sta

achieve gender equallry by
g ‘wards bridging the gap must go on in carnest
<
-
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India’s demographic journey of hits and misses

A 5 observe World Population Day on

1 worsa po)
957 and challengs such as
r inequality were pla
world, developlng couptries n jobr
The decaces o the 1960 and 5708 were scay
as the giobal population was growing at 2 yearly
e of 2%, For i, there was a predicion of
Joom. This meant that widespread pove
hunger and deaths were soon to follow in the
next decades. However, despite the predictions,
the e decadestolda dife ety altogether.
Glohal ertilty fy. Due to
ieomamensia o vingconditons and mecical
. ife expectancy increased. In India
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ich s stragglin

ot
sence e polical represeoiacon
and their unending plight within
Soclety are the silent issues which can
sabotage India’s path 10 2030,

With six ye
targets, India ro:

102080 crosses

3

in 2021, Although ncis s s prkeosubatos
he targets, it seems to be on the right
ese achievements show that
there has been a significant
improvement in the quality and
coverage of heakth care.
espite these achievements, India's

national wealth, If the fruits of

the path
Population issues such as gender equality and

development docs not percolate o the poarest of
hepour

achieve SDGs.
Tamoughe ...,qru.uun.ul s i il e
achieve a development” which is sustair
s truest sense.

ble to
e in

eductons i matenaland hikd mortai
015, the UN adogexd th mable

opment Gouls (SDG) which were soon
recognised as important metrics in assessing the
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drawing closer, Indias progress i the SDGs

sh c undérstood partculary n e o s
population dynamics.

India’s population dynamics
Three components, namely fertil .
= migatin. playa el e n shaping

towards an ageing popuation. According to the
2011 Gensus, indviduals aged 60 years and above

Farisment (LWF)

Now Duihi

From pulling
back from the
brink of a

whit realy do these changing dynamics signify?
jcs I intertwined

with its ‘development’ scenario, The e
fertlty signifies a transition toward smaller
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for th
Sustainable
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exmuring the basic requirements of food, shelter
and health for all. No Poverty, s

o
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an never be achieved n s truest sense.

Absolute growth in GDP numbers has limired
impoctance for s country where the op s
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iable development’
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Push the policy needle forward on migrant support

Amidst the scattered experimentation now, the Centre must offer strategic policy guidance for inter-State coordination

MUKTA NAIK &
VARUN AGGARWAL

nly two years ago, in the
ake of a nationwide lock-
down, India was left

shocked by the plight of migrant
workers walking hundreds of kilo-
metres, facing hunger, exhaustion
and violence, to get to the safety of
their home villages. Ihu dm- cir-
cumstances of the
tugged at our collective hmrmr
ings. They became the focus
large-scale relief efforts by govern-
ments and civil society alike. The
rnment ramped up the One
Nation One Ration Card (ONORC)
project, announced the Affordable
Rental  Housing  Complexes
(ARHC) scheme, set up the e
Shram portal and began to draft a
migration policy. These initiatives
generated hope that the migrant
crisis of 2020 would be a turning
point, setting India firmly on a pol
icy path by offering
zenship and the accompanying so-
cial, economic and political rights
to internal migrants.

still a tale of distress

Two years on, migrant distress has
disappeared from our television
screens but continues to be a lived
reality. Repeated surveys have
found that the incomes of migrant

Despite this, a cohesive migration
policy guidance remains elusive.
Instead, disconnected policy in:
itiatives and technocratic fixes
chase specific agendas while nati
vism re-asserts itself through dom-
icile quotas and reservations. The
agenda of migrant inclusion has
been pushed to the periphery of
our collective consciousness.

“This is not something India can

afford to precipitate. Today, a third <

of the nation's workforce is mo-
bile. Migrants fuel critical sectors
such as manufacturing, construc-
tion, hospitality, logistics and
commercial agriculture. Despite
clear economic and humanitarian
reasoning to bring migrants back
into the policy discourse, the cur
rent policy scenario is at best frag-
mented and at worst waning. To
course correct, we must recognise
the entrenched structural con-
straints slowing the migration pol-
icy momentum and take strategic
steps to push the policy needle
forward.

A politicised phenomenon
First, we must recognise that mi
gration is a highly politicised phe
nomenon in India. States are high
ly influenced by the political
economy of migration. ‘Destina
tion States' experience a tension
between economic needs, which
require migrant labour, and politi
cal needs, which promote nativist
policies that impose domicile res-
trictions on employment and so-
cial security. On the flip side, the
‘sending States’ are highly motivat
ed to serve their “own people’

over, development policy in India
has bet big on rural development
as an antidote to migration. This
widespread ‘sedentary bias’ conti
nues to influence policy even
though migration is an important
pathway for impoverished margi
nalised rural households to find
economic security (and social

emancipation).
Second, migrants are a peren:
lis-

categories that have long troubled
policymakers: the unorganised
worker and the urban poor. Even
the e-Shram portal, which has
made impressive progress in regis
tering unorganised workers, has
been unable to accurately distin
guish and target migrants. Policy
interventions in major urban des
tinations continue to conflate the
urban poor with low-income mi
grants. Hence, slum development
continues as the primary medium
for alleviating migrant concerns,
while in reality, most migrants live
on worksites that are entirely out
of the policy gaze. There seems to
be an implicit assumption in the

es the timeline for addressing the
migrant issue far out. It is no lon-
ger an urgent priority.

Gaps in the data
Third, migration policy discourse
is seemingly paralysed by the now
well-acknowledged failure of offi
cial datasets to capture the actual
scaleand the frequency of internal
migration in India. Data systems
designed to periodically record
only one spatial location have
posed great challenges to welfare
delivery for up to 500 million peo-
ple who are part of multi-location
al migrant households. The novel
coronavirus pandemic has placed
a sharp focus on problems such as
educating and vaccinating thos
children who accompany their mi
grant parents, or ensuring that mi
grant women avail maternity be-
nefits at multiple locations.

Policy in India often emerges
from the ground up, taking de-
cades to cement into national law
and standard practice. We have
seen this in education and food se-
curity. In migration too, despite
the structural constraints outlined
above, it is heartening to see many
initiatives on the ground that have

For example, many States have in-
itiated data projects that can track
migrants and generate dynamic

real-time data that aid welfare de-
livery. Maharashtra’s Migration
Tracking System (MTS), which fo-
cuses on women and children has
been successfully piloted in five
districts. Chhattisgarh's State Mi

tionally been the nodal depart:
ment for migrant welfare. For ex-
ample, Maharashtra’s S i
located within the Women and
Child Development Department.
However, there is further need for
multisectoral approaches under-
pinned by a strategic convergence
across government departments
and initiatives. Odisha's Planning
and Convergence Department,
which offers an institutional me-
chanism for inter-departmental
coordination, is one possible mo

The Centre has a lead role

In this scenario of well-meaning
but scattered experimentation,
migrants would be well served if
the Centre played a proactive role
by offering strategic policy gui
dance and a platform for inter-
State coordination. State-level pol-
economy constraints make
the Centre’s role particularly cru
cial in addressing issues of inter
State migrant workers at ‘destina
tion States”. The NITI Aayog's Draft
Policy on Migrant Workers is a pos-
itive step forward in articulating
policy priorities and indicating
suitable institutional frameworks,
and deserves a speedy release.

At a time when economic recov-
ery and inclusive growth are ur-
gent policy goals, migration policy
can hardly afford to gestate.
tegic initiatives to provide mi:
grants safety nets regardless of 1o
cation as well as bolster their
ability to migrate safely and affor-
dably must keep up the momen.
tum towards migrant-supportive

v
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Topic— Rabies

Overview of Rabies

Definition: Viral disease affecting the central nervous system.
Transmission: Via bites or scratches from infected animals. *.
Symptoms: Fever, headache, confusion, hydrophobia.

Epidemiology

Global Impact: Thousands of deaths annually.
Geographical Distribution: Common in Asia, Africa, and parts of
the Americas.

Notable Cases

Human Exposure: Cases of humans bitten by rabies-positive
bats.




Prevention and Control

Vaccination: Importance of vaccinating pets.
Airdropping Vaccines: Successful programs in Texas.
Recombinant oral rabies vaccine

The first generation of these vaccines used live viruses

modified in an attempt to not cause severe disease.

Recombinant vaccines are biological preparations that use
genetically modified bacteria or viruses to trigger the immune

system's response to a pathogen.







Topic—Maritime Power Politics in East Asia

Overview
Focus on power dynamics in the East and South China Seas &

Key Players: China, Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei,

Philippines, Indonesia

Significance: Territorial claims, maritime trade routes, natural resources §

Key Points:

East China Sea: .
Disputed Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands :

Historical crises between China and Japan

South China Sea:
Strategic maritime chokepoint WEs
Major trade routes and energy resources I i L

China's Actions: > T

Infrastructure development (ports, military bases)
Aggressive territorial claims

ooooooooo




Conflict in the waves

The South China Sea has become a focal point of geopolitical tensions amid territorial

disputes with China fortifying its presence

CHINA @ Outposts with ports,
runways, other
infrastructure
® Hong Kong
=] Hanoi
China lays
VIETNAM HAINAN claim to 90% of the
Gulf of South China Sea,
Tonkin  Paracel believed to be rich
Islands - in oil and gas
\ @ &, © reserves
Scarborough Shoal @ I
Chinese Coast Guard
Thitu Island: SOUTH
Manila b}.uldmg CHINA SEA
up base in the =
disputed zone L ‘e) & o . @
Spratly - Y @
Islands ~
BRUNEI
China’s A
nine-dash
line maritime —_
claim MALAYSIA

Sources: Bloomberg, Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative

Taipei il
TAIWAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

LUZON

[=] Manila

THE PHILIPPINES
Occupied by the
Philippines
Sulu
Sea

300km
185 miles

© GRAPHIC NEWS




— Importance of Maritime Regions:

Sovereignty and national security
Economic significance due to trade and energy routes
Undersea cables crucial for global digital economy =

China’s Military Strategy:

Largest naval force globally
= Deployment of Coast Guard and militia

7 Use of aggressive tactics in asserting claims (grey zone
lameee Operations) i

wHi
CHINA TAWAN

\ PARACELS

J ‘
VIETNAM  SPRATLYS
y PHILIPPINES

A /7
O e
MALAYSIA

i

=— MALAYSIA oo reia
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China's Actions

Infrastructure Development: Ports, military installations, artificial
islands

Territorial Claims: Aggressive assertion of sovereignty over disputed
areas

Military Presence: Deployment of Coast Guard and maritime militia

Regional Impact

Tensions with Neighbors: Crises with Japan over Senkaku/Diaoyu
Islands

Power Asymmetry: Growing military capabilities of China vs. regional
nations

Diplomatic Relations: Deterioration with South Korea, Taiwan, and
Japan




China's aggressive actions in the maritime region are perceived i
as both defensive and offensive, creating significant tensions with e
neighboring countries.

China and the Philippines in EEZ

Overview

Background: Increased tensions since 2022
Incidents: Frequent clashes in the South China Sea
Focus Areas: Second Thomas Shoal, Sabina Shoal, BRP Sierra
Madre
China's Objective: Drive a wedge between the U.S. and its
allies in East Asia
Naval Exercises: Collaborations with Russia in the South China
Sea
Legal Status: China's claims lack legal basis as per 2016 ruling__




Regional Responses

Defense Capabilities:
Increased defense spending across Indo-Pacific
Japan aims to double defense expenditure by 2027
Philippines acquiring BrahMos missiles

Policy Shifts:
Under Duterte: Minimized friction
Under Marcos Jr.: Pushing back against China
Public diplomacy efforts: Filming and publicizing Chinese
actions

Strengthening Alliances:
U.S. cooperation with the Philippines at historic levels
Trilateral meetings among U.S., Japan, and South Korea
Joint military exercises and base access




Claims in EEZ

Incr Inciden
Backarosind creased Incidents

China-Philippines EEZ

Naval Exercises with Russia o

Key Events

Ramming Incidents

Clashes in June-July 2024







Topic— La Paz
Overview

Location: Capital city of Bolivia

Altitude: Highest capital city in the world

Culture: Rich indigenous cultures and traditions
Economy: Diverse economic activities including tourism
and agriculture
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