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Oath taking 

● The Speaker has made an amendment to Rule 389 of the Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha (Seventeenth Edition).

● According to the amendment, a “member shall make and subscribe oath or 

affirmation, as the case may be, in accordance with the form set out for the 

purpose, in the Third Schedule to the Constitution of India and shall not use 

any word or expression or make any remark as a prefix or suffix to the form 

of oath or affirmation.”



● According to the amendment to ‘Direction 1’, as reported by news 

agency PTI, the new clause 3 states that a member shall take and 

subscribe to the oath or affirmation without using any words or 

expressions as prefixes or suffixes to the prescribed form.





In News

The 46th session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, being 
hosted by India from July 21-31, will be held at the Bharat Mandapam 
in New Delhi





Spiral galaxies 

● Spiral galaxies are twisted collections of stars and gas that often have 
beautiful shapes and are made up of hot young stars. Most of the 
galaxies that scientists have discovered so far are spiral galaxies, as 
opposed to the other two main categories of galaxy shapes — elliptical 
and irregular.

● The Milky Way – the galaxy that includes Earth and our solar system – is 
an example of a spiral galaxy.

● Spiral galaxies make up roughly 72 percent of the galaxies that scientists 
have observed,



● Most spiral galaxies contain a central bulge surrounded by a flat, rotating disk of 
stars. The bulge in the center is made up of older, dimmer stars, and is thought to 
contain a supermassive black hole. 

● Approximately two-thirds of spiral galaxies also contain a bar structure through 

their center, as does the Milky Way.
● One of the largest known spiral galaxies is NGC 6872, which is 522,000 light-years 

across from the tips of its outstretched spiral arms — that's about 5 times the size 
of the Milky Way.

● In 2017, astronomers discovered an 11-billion-year-old ancient spiral galaxy called 
A1689B11. Its discovery will help scientists understand how galaxies transition 
from "highly chaotic, turbulent discs" to more organized and thinner discs, like 
that of the Milky Way.

https://www.space.com/7550-hubble-spies-galaxy-big-bulge.html
https://www.space.com/15421-black-holes-facts-formation-discovery-sdcmp.html
https://www.space.com/1442-milky-ways-central-structure-fresh-clarity.html
https://www.space.com/19222-largest-spiral-galaxy-universe.html
https://www.space.com/19915-milky-way-galaxy.html
https://www.space.com/38690-oldest-spiral-galaxy-ever-seen-detected.html
https://www.space.com/38690-oldest-spiral-galaxy-ever-seen-detected.html












Factory accidents

● According to the Convention, there must be sufficient qualified and 
well-provided inspectors and they shall enter the establishments 
freely and without prior notice at any time to secure due compliance of 
the labour laws, among others.

●  Instead of liberalising the inspection system, governments must 
ensure a strong labour market governance by implementing the 
provisions of the ILO Convention.

 



● Given the fast-paced changes taking place in technology, and the use of 
hazardous and chemical substances, the increased need for inspection is 
felt.

●  Inspectors can both “inspect” and “facilitate” due compliance of laws by 
providing suitable advice to employers and unions. This is recognised by the 
ILO Convention.

● The recurrence of the same kind of industrial disasters shows a lack of 
learning

● the state cannot abrogate its fundamental duty — to ensure a safe working 
and living environment.











Clean sea Initiative

● Through the Clean Seas platform, UNEP is connecting and rallying 

individuals, civil society groups, industry and governments for catalyzing 

change and transforming habits, practices, standards and policies around 

the globe to dramatically reduce marine litter and its negative impacts.

● Since its launch in 2017, the campaign has become a catalyst for change, 

transforming habits, practices, standards and policies around the globe. 

● To date, 69 countries have joined, making the Clean Seas Campaign the 

biggest, most powerful global coalition devoted to ending marine plastic 

pollution.



Commitments by signatory countries now cover more than 76 per cent 
of the world’s coastlines. 
Land locked countries are also coming on board, seeing the value of its 
source to sea approach.
 Countries, businesses and individuals have pledged to turn the tide on 
plastic waste. 
The Clean Seas campaign contributes to the goals of the Global Partnership 
on Marine Litter, a voluntary open-ended partnership for international 
agencies, governments, businesses, academia, local authorities and 
non-governmental organizations to cooperate and innovate on tackling 
marine litter and plastic pollution.

https://www.gpmarinelitter.org/
https://www.gpmarinelitter.org/




Smart Cities Mission (SCM)

● The Centre has extended the Smart Cities Mission (SCM) under the Union 

Urban Development Ministry till March 31, 2025. 

● Under the SCM, launched in June 2015, 100 cities were chosen through a 

competition to be developed as smart cities. 

● The mission envisions developing areas within selected cities in the 

country as model areas based on an area development plan, which is 

expected to have a rub off� effect on other parts of the city and nearby 

cities and towns.
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