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probation means discharging a convict, subject to the regularity of 
conduct and good behaviour by imposing conditions upon his 
release.
What Is Defamation?
Defamation is the act of communicating false statements about a 
person that injure the reputation of that person when observed 
through the eyes of ordinary man. 
Any false and unprivileged statement published or spoken 
deliberately, intentionally, knowingly with the intention to damage 
someone's reputation is defamation.



Defamation Law in India:
Article 19 of the Constitution grants various freedoms to its citizens. 
However, Article 19(2) has imposed reasonable exemption to freedom of 
speech and expression granted under Article 19(1) (a). Contempt of court, 
defamation and incitement to an offence are some exceptions.



● Defamation is an offence under both the civil and criminal law. In civil 

law, defamation is punishable under the Law of Torts by imposing 

punishment in the form of damages to be awarded to the claimant. 

● Under the Criminal law, Defamation is a bailable, non-cognizable offence 

and compoundable offence. Hence a policeman may arrest only with an 

arrest warrant issued by a magistrate.



Civil Defamation:
The statements made need to be false and it must be made without the 
consent of the alleged defamed person. Monetary compensation can be 
claimed from the defendant for defamation. 

Criminal Defamation:
It is nothing but a defamation for which simple imprisonment may be 
awarded. Under a criminal suit, intention to defame is necessary. The 
allegation should be made with malice intent to defame another or at least 
the knowledge that the publication is likely to defame another is essential.



Section 499 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 defines what is defamation 
and its exceptions. 

Words or signs imputed intending to harm or with the knowledge that 
such imputation will cause harm.

 It may amount to defamation if anything is imputed against a 
deceased person, if such imputation would harm the reputation had 
the person been alive. 





 UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 

● Kozhikode became part of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 

as the city was awarded the title of “City of Literature” at the 16th 

annual conference of the network that began in Portugal 

● The theme of the annual conference of UCCN this year is “Bringing 

youth to the table for the next decade”



● The new members, including Kozhikode and Gwalior, which was awarded 

the “City of Music” title, will get an opportunity to make a presentation on 

their respective traditions and cultures in a session.

● UNESCO offers ʻCreative Citiesʼ status to cities across the globe based on 

their cultural contributions and traditions in categories like design, film, 

literature, music and folk art. 

● The annual conference will provide the member cities with a platform to 

share knowledge, experiences and good practices towards building 

sustainable cities of tomorrow.





Project - 75I & API

● The Navyʼs mega-submarine deal under Project-75I, estimated at over 

₹43,000 crore, has crossed a major milestone in the process with the 

field evaluation trials (FET) — to check the compliance of the bids 

received — now complete.

●  There are two contenders in the fray: Germanyʼs Thyssenkrupp 

Marine Systems (TKMS) and Navantia of Spain



AIP Module

● Air-independent propulsion (AIP), or 

air-independent power, is any marine propulsion 

technology that allows a non-nuclear submarine to 

operate without access to atmospheric oxygen (by 

surfacing or using a snorkel). 

● AIP can augment or replace the diesel-electric 

propulsion system of non-nuclear vessels.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_propulsion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth%27s_atmosphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine_snorkel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diesel-electric_transmission#Submarines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diesel-electric_transmission#Submarines


● Modern non-nuclear submarines are potentially 

stealthier than nuclear submarines; 

● although some modern submarine reactors are 

designed to rely on natural circulation, 

● most naval nuclear reactors use pumps to 

constantly circulate the reactor coolant, 

generating some amount of detectable noise.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acoustic_signature


●  Non-nuclear submarines running on battery 

power or AIP, on the other hand, can be 

virtually silent. 

● While nuclear-powered designs still dominate 

in submergence times, speed, range and 

deep-ocean performance;

●  small, high-tech non-nuclear attack 

submarines can be highly effective in coastal 

operations and pose a significant threat to 

less-stealthy and less-maneuverable nuclear 

submarine





Top Quark

● More energetic particles often break down into ones with less energy. 

● The greater the difference in energy between that of a particle and the 

products of its decay, the less time the particle exists in its original 

form and more quickly it breaks down. 

● By the mass-energy equivalence, a more massive particle is also a 

more energetic particle. 



● And the most massive particle scientists have found to date is the top quark. 

● It is 10-times heavier than a water molecule, about three-times as much as a 

copper atom, and 95% as much as a full caffeine molecule. 

● As a result, the top quark is so unstable that it could break up into lighter, 

more stable particles in less than 10−25 seconds.

●  The top quarkʼs mass is very important in physics. A particleʼs mass is equal 

to the sum of masses contributed from multiple sources. 



● An important source for all elementary particles is the Higgs �field, which 
pervades the entire universe. 

● A “�field” is like a sea of energy and excitations in the �field are called 
particles. 

● This way, for example, an excitation of the Higgs �field is called the Higgs 
boson just as an electron can be considered to be an excitation of an 
ʻelectron �field .̓ 

● All these �fields engage with each other in speci�c ways. When the 
ʻelectron �eldʼ interacts with the Higgs �field at energies much less than 
100 GeV, for example, the electron particle will acquire some mass.



●  The same thing goes for other elementary particles. (GeV, or 

giga-electron-volt, is a unit of energy used in the context of subatomic 

particles: 1 joule = 6.24 billion GeV.) 

● If the top quark is the most massive subatomic particle, it is because 

Higgs bosons interact most strongly with it. 

● By measuring the top quarkʼs mass as precisely as possible, then, 

physicists can learn a lot about the Higgs boson as well



What is Higg Boson ?

● The Higgs boson, sometimes called the Higgs particle, is an 
elementary particle in the Standard Model of particle physics 
produced by the quantum excitation of the Higgs field, one of the 
fields in particle physics theory.







Tianlong-3 

● Tianlong-3 is a medium-lift orbital launch vehicle developed by the 
Chinese private aerospace manufacturer Space Pioneer. 

● It is designed to be partially reusable, with the first stage capable 
of performing an autonomous vertical landing and being reused 
up to 10 times



● Tianlong-3 is part of Space Pioneer's efforts to develop low-cost, 

reusable launch vehicles to compete in the growing commercial 

launch market.

●  It aims to provide launch services for medium-sized payloads to 

low Earth orbit (LEO) and sun-synchronous orbit (SSO)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low_Earth_orbit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun-synchronous_orbit




Hosur Airport

● T amil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin announced in the legislative 

assembly plans for setting up an international airport on 2,000 acres of 

land, with the capacity to handle three crore passengers annually, in 

the industrial town of Hosur, which is 40 kms away from Bengaluru. 



● While the airport has been a long standing demand of the 
industrialists in the area, one of the hurdles is that the concession 
agreement signed between the Centre and the Bangalore 
International Airport Ltd (BIAL), the operator of Kempegowda 
International Airport Bengaluru, does not allow for new or existing 
airports (except for Mysore and Hassan airports) within an aerial 
distance of 150 kms before 2033.



What does the Union Civil Aviation Ministryʼs guidelines state? 

● As per the present guidelines of the Civil Aviation Ministry, the 
regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) while granting 
licence to operate a greenfield airport should take into account that no 
greenfield airport would be allowed within an aerial distance of 150 
kms of an existing civilian airport. 

● In case a greenfield airport is proposed to be set up within 150 kms of 
an existing civilian airport, the impact on the existing airport would be 
examined and such cases would be decided by the government on a 
case to case basis.



●  Such an application shall be first considered by the Steering Committee, 

headed by the Secretary of Civil Aviation.

●  After considering the application, the Steering Committee shall make a 

suitable recommendation to the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

● The Ministry shall place the matter before the Union Cabinet for its 

consideration and the DGCA would grant a licence only after their approval.

●  In 2017, the Centre granted in-principle approval for a greenfield airport at 

Jewar in Greater Noida based on the recommendations of the Steering 

Committee on Greenfield Airports. 



What are Greenfield Airports? 

● Greenfield airports are aviation facilities built from scratch on 
previously undeveloped or empty land. 

● The term "greenfield" emphasises their environmentally friendly 
characteristics, as they aim to minimise the impact on nature during 
the construction and commissioning processe



● Kalaburagi (project cost Rs 175.57 crore)

● Orvakal (Kurnool) (project cost Rs 187 crore)

● Sindhudurg (project cost Rs 520 crore)

● Itanagar (project cost Rs 646 crore)

● Kushinagar (project cost Rs 448 crore)

● Mopa (project cost Rs 2870 crore)

Of these, Kushinagar and Mopa are international airports.





T he 16th Finance Commission (FC) and Local bodies

● T he 16th Finance Commission (FC) has begun its work, established 
under Article 280 of the Indian Constitution, primarily focusing on 
the devolution of the consolidated fund. Since the 73rd and 74th 
constitutional amendments, local bodies have gained signi�cant 
recognition within the federal system. 

● These amendments introduced sub-clauses 280 (3) (bb) and (c), 
which mandate the FC to recommend measures to augment State 
consolidated funds for supporting panchayats and municipalities.



● Despite the efforts of five commissions since the 11th Finance 
Commission, financial devolution to cities remain inadequate. 

● The fiscal health of municipalities is poor, affecting both city 
productivity and quality of life. 

● Rapid urbanisation without appropriate fiscal action has adverse 
effects on development. Intergovernmental transfers (IGTs) to Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs) in India are about 0.5% of GDP, much lower than 
the 2-5% typical of other developing nations



What about the taxation system? 

● The introduction of the Goods and Service Tax (GST) has reduced ULBsʼ 
tax revenue (excluding property tax) from about 23% in 2012-13 to 
around 9% in 2017-18.

●  IGTs from States to ULBs are very low, with State Finance Commissions 
recommending only about 7% of Statesʼ own revenue in 2018-19. 

● Increasing the quantum of IGTs as a percentage of GDP is necessary. 



● Despite the 74th constitutional amendmentʼs aim to financially 

strengthen ULBs, progress over three decades has fallen short. 

● The 13th Finance Commission observed that “parallel agencies and 

bodies are emasculating local governments both financially and 

operationally.” 

● Local governments require support from Union and State 

governments through funds, functionaries, and technical aid. 



● However, the growth of parallel agencies has distorted local 
governmentsʼ roles. 

● Programs like the Member of Parliament Local Area Development 
Scheme and the Member of Legislative Assembly Local Area 
Development Scheme exacerbate this issue, distorting the federal 
structure.



●  the 15th FCʼs nine guiding principles require a revisit. 

● Not all of them but reference to enhancement in property tax 

collection in tandem to the Stateʼs GST; maintenance of accounts; 

resource allocation for mitigating pollution; focus on primary health 

care, solid waste management, drinking water, etc., deserve attention. 



● The 16th FC must consider Indiaʼs urbanisation dynamism and ensure 

IGTs to urban areas are at least doubled. 

● A McKinsey Global Institute report warns that if India continues 

investing in urban infrastructure at current rates, urban infrastructure 

will fall short, leading to water supply issues and untreated sewage.





What is IMAX?
●  IMAX is a motion picture �film format. It consists of a production 

pipeline of high-resolution cameras, �film formats, projectors, and 
theatres.

●  Developed in Canada in the 1970s, IMAX seeks to give the viewer an 
immersive movie-watching experience with its large screens. 

● IMAX theatre screens have a tall aspect ratio of 1.43:1, meaning that 
the width of the screen is 1.9 times the height of the screen





Mule Account

● A mule account is a trading account maintained with a stock 

broker or a dematerialised account or bank account linked 

with such trading account that is controlled by another 

person. 

● These accounts could be used for illegal activities such as 

money laundering and avoiding taxes.
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