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The Volkhov River 

● The Volkhov  is a river  in northwestern Russia. It connects 
Lake Ilmen and Lake Ladoga and forms part of the basin of 
the Neva. 

● The Volkhov flows out of Lake Ilmen north into Lake Ladoga, the 
largest lake in Europe. 

● It is the second largest tributary of Lake Ladoga.
●  It is navigable over its whole length.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ilmen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ladoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ilmen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Ladoga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tributary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navigable_river






Global plastic treaty

● According to the OECD Global Plastic Outlook, global production of plastic 
waste was 353 million tonnes in 2019 — more than double since it was in 
2000, and is set to triple by 2060. 

● Only 9% of this was recycled, 50% sent to landfills, 19% incinerated, and 
22% disposed of in uncontrolled sites or dumps. 

● According to the United Nations Environment Programme, of the 9% 
recycled, 85% was done by informal recycling workers. 



● In March 2022, the UN Environmental Assembly convened in Nairobi, 
Kenya, to debate the global plastic crisis. 

● In a historic move, 175 nations voted to adopt a global treaty for 
plastic pollution—agreeing on an accelerated timeline so that the 
treaty could be implemented as soon as 2025.

● The unique potential of a global, United Nations-led treaty is to hold all 
countries to a high common standard on plastic consumption and 
create a clear path toward a future free from plastic pollution.

●  This will create a level playing field that incentivizes and supports 
national actions.



● The power of moving beyond fragmented national plans is 

demonstrated by other successful environmental agreements. 

● For example, through unified global bans, the Montreal Protocol 

has phased out more than 99% of ozone-depleting substances 

since its establishment, setting the ozone layer on a gradual path 

to recovery.



● The decision to establish an Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) was made in early 2021 during the �fth UN 
Environment Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya. 

● The INC’s journey, beginning with an Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working 
Group meeting in Dakar, Senegal, in mid-2022, was followed by 
subsequent meetings in Uruguay, Paris, and Nairobi, with the fourth 
INC-4 in Canada in April this year. 

● The �nal INC-5 meeting in South Korea will continue to see active 
participation from the International Alliance of Waste Pickers (IAWP)



Indiaʼs Approach

● As a key representative from the Global South, India promotes an 

approach that enhances repair, reuse, refill, and recycling without 

necessarily eliminating the use of plastics altogether. 

● India has also stressed the importance of adopting country-speci�c 

circumstances and capacities. Hence, Indiaʼs informal waste pickers, who 

are indispensable, remain central to the discussion.



● These workers collect, sort and recover recyclable and reusable materials 
from general waste, alleviating municipal budgets of financial burdens 
around waste management and, at large, subsidising the environmental 
mandate of the producers, consumers and the government. 

● The Centre for Environment Justice and Development has also observed 
that they promote circular waste management solutions and help mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions, valuably contributing to sustainability





Pizhala island

Pizhala is an island village, one among the fourteen islands of 
Kadamakkudy archipelago, located near to the main land of the city 
Ernakulam. The island is surrounded by tributaries of river Periyar.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kadamakkudy_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernakulam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periyar_(river)


About Sulphur 

● Sulphur occurs in nature as an element and also as sulphates in soil, water 

and rocks. Major reservoir of sulphur is sulphate rocks. 

● Soil and water also receive sulphates from rocks. 

● Rainwater running over rocks gradually wears away their surface and carries 

off sulphur with it. 

● Some of this sulphur soaks into the soil and some reaches ponds and lakes. 



● A large part of sulphur is carried by the rivers to the sea where it may get 

locked up in sedimentary rocks. 

● Wind may also erode the rocks, and the materials may be blown into the air 

as dust. 

● Rain washes a significant amount of this matter from the atmosphere into 

the oceans.
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What Is a Credit Default Swap (CDS)?

● A credit default swap (CDS) is a financial derivative that allows an 
investor to swap or offset their credit risk with that of another 
investor. 

● To swap the risk of default, the lender buys a CDS from another 
investor who agrees to reimburse them if the borrower defaults.

● Most CDS contracts are maintained via an ongoing premium 
payment similar to the regular premiums due on an insurance 
policy.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/creditrisk.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/premium.asp


● In a credit default swap contract, the buyer pays an 
ongoing premium similar to the payments on an 
insurance policy. 

● In exchange, the seller agrees to pay the security's value 
and interest payments if a default occurs





AITGA

● The India-ASEAN FTA, formally known as the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods 

Agreement (AITGA), has resulted in disproportionate gains for the ASEAN 

countries which India wants to correct through the review.

●  In 2023-24, Indiaʼs trade deficit with the bloc widened to $38.46 billion 

from $7.5 billion during the implementation of the agreement in 2010. 

● India exported goods worth $41.2 billion to the region while its imports 

were valued at $79.66 billion. 



● New Delhi is seeking greater market access for its goods, more 
flexibility in determining rules of origin (ROO) for products through 
product specific rules, and redressal of non tariff barriers, to address 
its growing trade deficit with the bloc



● The Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

between ASEAN and India was signed in October 2003 and served as legal 

basis to conclude further agreements, including Trade in Goods 

Agreement, Trade in Services Agreement, and Investment Agreement that 

form the ASEAN-Indian Free Trade Area (AIFTA) 

● The ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement was signed and entered into 

force on 1 January 2010.



● The ASEAN-India Trade in Services Agreement was signed in November 

2014. 

● It contains provisions on transparency, domestic regulations, recognition, 

market access, national treatment and dispute settlement. 

● The ASEAN-India Investment Agreement was also signed in November 

2014.









Sanke Mon
● The Sanké mon collective fishing rite takes place in San in the Ségou 

region of Mali every second Thursday of the seventh lunar month to 
commemorate the founding of the town. 

● The rite begins with the sacrifice of roosters, goats and offerings made 
by village residents to the water spirits of the Sanké pond. 

● The collective fishing then takes place over fifteen hours using large 
and small mesh fishing nets. 

● It is immediately followed by a masked dance on the public square 
featuring Buwa dancers from San and neighbouring villages who wear 
traditional costumes and hats decorated with cowrie shells and feathers 
and perform specific choreography to the rhythms of a variety of drums. 



● Traditionally, the Sanké mon rite marks the beginning of the 
rainy season. 

● It is also is an expression of local culture through arts and 
crafts, knowledge and know-how in the fields of fisheries and 
water resources
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