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Indian ocean 

●  The Indian Ocean has been getting a lot of attention recently for its rapid 

warming and the outsized influence it continues to have on its peers.

● The warm summer months are characterised by the rapid warming of the 

Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal as well as the southern tropical Indian 

Ocean. 

● The winds begin to turn around from a land-to-ocean direction during winter 

to an ocean-to-land direction as summer commences.



● The northern boundary of the Indian Ocean is closed of by the Asian 
landmass, minus tiny connections to the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea. 

● The southern Indian Ocean is also different from the other oceans thanks 
to two oceanic tunnels that connect it to the Pacific and the Southern 
Oceans. 

● Through the first tunnel — the Indonesian seas — the Pacific Ocean dumps 
up to 20 million cubic metres of water every second into the eastern Indian 
Ocean. 



● These waters also transport a substantial amount of heat. 

● They stay mostly in the top 500 m and move through the Indian Ocean towards 

Madagascar. 

● The Pacific waters, called the Indonesian Through�ow, wander around the 

Indian Ocean and affect the circulation, temperature, and salinities. 

● The other tunnel connects the Indian Ocean to the Southern Ocean with 

two-way traffic. Colder, saltier and thus heavier waters �flow into the Indian 

Ocean from the Southern Ocean below a depth of about 1 km. 

● Due to the closed northern boundary, the waters slowly mix upward, and with 

the waters coming from the Pacific



● The Indian Ocean is a warm bathtub despite the underwater tunnels 
because it is heavily influenced by the Pacific Ocean through an 
atmospheric bridge as well. 

● The atmospheric circulation, dominated by a massive centre of rainfall 
over the Maritime Continent, creates mostly sinking air over the Indian 
Ocean. 

● The atmosphere also warms the Indian Ocean year after year. 
● The Indian Ocean thus gains heat that it must get rid of via the waters 

moving south. With global warming, the Pacific has been dumping some 
additional heat in the Indian Ocean. 



● The cold water coming in from the Southern Ocean is also not as cold as before. 

● The net result: the Indian Ocean is among the fastest warming oceans, with dire 

consequences for heat waves and extreme rain over the Indian subcontinent. 

● Marine heat waves are also a major concern now for corals and fisheries. 

● The warming Indian Ocean is affecting the wind circulation in a way thatʼs also affecting 

the amount of heat the Pacific is able to take up.

●  The Pacific Ocean takes up heat in its cold, eastern tropical region, and this is crucial to 

determine the rate of global warming. 

● The Indian Ocean is thus playing a role in how well the Pacific can control global warming.



Role in human evolution

● Until about three million years ago, Australia and New Guinea were well south 
of the equator and the Indian Ocean was directly connected to the Pacific 
Ocean. And this Indo-Pacific Ocean was in a warm state known as a 
ʻpermanent El Niñoʼ — a state that was associated with permanently plentiful 
rain and lush green forests over East Africa. 

● Today, this part of Africa is arid. 
● The northward drift of Australia and New Guinea, which is still ongoing, 

separated the Indian and the Pacific Oceans around three million years ago. 



● As a result, the eastern Pacific Ocean became cooler and the El Niño went 
from a permanent state to an episodic one, like the ones weʼve been 
seeing. 

● This transition aridified East Africa, turning its rainforests into grasslands 
and savannahs.

●  Researchers have also hypothesised that these changes forced our 
ancestors, such as chimpanzees and gorillas, to move farther and run 
faster





Przewalski

● Przewalski horses are commonly referred to as one of the worldʼs last 
breeds of wild horse.

● The horses are capable of resisting harsh winters like the ones in 
Kazakhstan where temperatures can drop below minus 30 degrees C 
and food runs scarce. 

● The three first specimens — Zorro, Ypsilonka, and Zeta II — arrived 
earlier this month. 

● Four more landed in Kazakhstan from Berlin on Thursday morning and 
were released in the afternoon.





● Przewalski's horses are often described as small and stocky. 

● They are heavily built, with a large head, thick neck and short legs. 

● They are dun-colored with a dark zebra-like erect mane and no forelock. A 

dark stripe continues from the mane along the backbone to a dark, plumed 

tail. 

● They have a yellowish-white belly and dark lower legs and zebra-like stripes 

behind their knees.



● There are now 2,000 Przewalski horses around the world, mainly in China 

and Mongolia but also in France, Russia and even living in the wild in the 

Chernobyl exclusion zone between Belarus and Ukraine.

● Following the April 1986 Chernobyl disaster, 30 specimens were 

introduced there in 1998. 

● In Kazakhstan, the Przewalski horse is not the only endangered species to 

have received special attention.





The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)

● The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an independent 
judicial body established by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea.

●  It has jurisdiction over any dispute concerning the interpretation or 
application of the Convention, and over all matters specifically provided for 
in any other agreement which confers jurisdiction on the Tribunal. 

● Disputes relating to the Convention may concern the delimitation of 
maritime zones, navigation, conservation and management of the living 
resources of the sea, protection and preservation of the marine environment 
and marine scientific research.



●  The Tribunal is composed of 21 independent members, elected from among 
persons enjoying the highest reputation for fairness and integrity and of 
recognized competence in the field of the law of the sea.

● The Tribunal has jurisdiction over any dispute concerning the interpretation or 
application of the Convention, and over all matters specifically provided for in any 
other agreement which confers jurisdiction on the Tribunal (Statute, article 21).

●  The Tribunal is open to States Parties to the Convention (i.e. States and 
international organisations which are parties to the Convention)

https://www.itlos.org/en/main/the-tribunal/members/
https://www.itlos.org/en/main/the-tribunal/states-parties/


UNCLOS
● The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea was opened for 

signature at Montego Bay, Jamaica, on 10 December 1982 and entered into 
force on 28 July 1996. A subsequent Agreement relating to the 
implementation of Part XI of the Convention was adopted on 28 July 1994 
and entered into force on 28 July 1996. This Agreement and Part XI of the 
Convention are to be interpreted and applied together as a single 
instrument. 

● The Convention establishes a comprehensive legal framework to regulate all 
ocean space, its uses and resources. It contains, among other things, 
provisions relating to the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the continental 
shelf, the exclusive economic zone and the high seas. 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_part_xi.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_part_xi.htm


● It also provides for the protection and preservation of the marine environment, 

for marine scientific research and for the development and transfer of marine 

technology. 

● One of the most important parts of the Convention concerns the exploration for 

and exploitation of the resources of the seabed and ocean floor and subsoil 

thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (the Area). 

● The Convention declares the Area and its resources to be "the common 

heritage of mankind". 

● The International Seabed Authority, established by the Convention, administers 

the resources of the Area.

https://www.isa.org.jm/




Commission of Small Island States on Climate Change and 
International Law (COSIS)

● States who are least responsible for climate change, Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS), will be the most likely to bear the worst brunt of its effects in the 
short- as well as the long-term. 

● Over the coming decades, SIDS will encounter "rising sea levels, extreme 
weather events, coral bleaching, loss of fisheries and marine biodiversity", as 
well as the risk of total submersion. 

● Facing this existential threat, as well as inaction on the international stage, the 
Prime Ministers of Antigua and Barbuda and Tuvalu signed the Agreement for 
the Establishment of the Commission of Small Island States on Climate 
Change and International Law (COSIS) on the eve of COP26.



●  The Agreement was registered with the United Nations in 

accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

● The Republic of Palau acceded to the Agreement in November 

2021, Niue in September 2022, Vanuatu in December 2022, and St. 

Lucia in December 2022. Membership is open to any member of 

the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS).



 "The mandate of the Commission shall be to promote and contribute 
to the definition, implementation, and progressive development of 
rules and principles of international law concerning climate change, 
including, but not limited to, the obligations of States relating to the 
protection and preservation of the marine environment and their 
responsibility for injuries arising from internationally wrongful acts in 
respect of the breach of such obligations."





India -US 

● U.S.-India initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET) 
considered a major success for bilateral relations that would set the 
stage for a whole new phase in ties.

● , with the conclusion of all foundational agreements, a plethora of 
military exercises, growing inter-operability and coordination on 
maritime operations, not to mention the considerable purchases in the 
pipeline of military hardware. 



● A broader mutual understanding has been sparked by many of the old 
irritants going away from relations: the de-hyphenation of U.S.-India ties 
with Pakistan, silence over old concerns on Jammu-Kashmir that once 
roiled ties, Indiaʼs increased engagement with the Quad (India, Australia, 
Japan and the U.S.) and the U.S.̓ s Indo-Pacific strategy, and shared 
concerns over Chinaʼs aggression have brought Delhi and DC increasingly 
on the “same page”, internationally.



● . India has chosen a more historical frame that also considers the 

disruption to other players like the Global South on issues such as food, 

fertilizer and energy security. 

● There have been some compromises: the U.S. has withdrawn its 

objections to Indiaʼs continued purchase of oil and other Russian exports 

and held of any talk of sanctions, while India has put over the annual 

India-Russia summit for two years now



China Factor

On the other multilateral front and growing concerns over Chinaʼs threats 
against Taiwan, with the latest conflagration over the Philippines in the South 
China Sea too, India-U.S. cooperation at the Quad has Flagged somewhat.





Special category states
● The concept of SCS was first brought into existence through the 

recommendations made by the Fifth Finance Commission in 1969. 

● It was done to benefit a few States through special grants from the Centre.  

Five factors stood as the qualifying benchmark for the granting of SCS — 

States that comprise a majority tribal population, low density of population, 

hilly States and close to international borders, States that have 

socio-economic and industrial backwardness, and lack of adequate State 

finances. 

●  Ever since the bifurcation of unified Andhra Pradesh, the residual State has 

been facing a revenue deficit. Additionally, the debts of the State have shot up 

enormously.



What is special category status? 

Special category status is a classification of regions or states by the central 

government to provide special assistance in the form of tax benefits and financial 

support for development of the region. 

It was first introduced in 1969 based on the recommendations of the Fifth Finance 

Commission.



What are the criteria to provide special status to a state? 

The criteria listed by the government include: (1) hilly and difficult terrain (2) low 

population density (3) strategic location along the borders with neighbouring 

countries (4) economic and infrastructural backwardness and (5) non-viable 

nature of state finances.



Which states have special category status? 

● In 1969, three states — Jammu & Kashmir (now a Union Territory after 
revocation of Article 370), Assam and Nagaland — were granted the 
special category status. Subsequently, 8 more states have been granted 
such a status.

● It includes Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, 
Tripura, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Telangana was granted the 
special category status. Subsequently, 8 more states have been granted 
such a status. 

● It includes Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, 
Tripura, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Telangana was granted a 
special status tag after it was carved out of Andhra Pradesh in 2014



What are the benefits of special category status? 

● States that come under special category status get preferential treatment in 
getting central assistance and tax breaks.

● For the implementation of the centrally-sponsored scheme, the special 
category status states are required to contribute just 10% while the central 
government provides 90% of the fund. 

● For other states the centre provides 60%-70% of the fund. Allotted money if 
not spent, lapse for the normal states, but in the case of special category 
states it is carried forward. Special category states are provided tax breaks 
to attract investments.

● Special category states are provided tax breaks to attract investments. They 
are also given preferential treatment in allocation of central funds 
assistance.









New Caledonia

● Widespread protests and riots erupted in New Caledonia in response to the 
French parliamentʼs decision to amend the votersʼ list. 

● The new amendment bill will pave the way for incorporating citizens who 
were either born or lived in the territory for at least 10 years.  

● Kanaks, the indigenous community of the territory, opposed this on 
claims that it diluted their electoral power thus marginalising them.  

● Post World War II, New Caledoniaʼs migration pattern increasingly 
reflected that, of what the Kanaks call, “settler colonialism.”









● Lava poured from a volcanic fissure near the town of Grindavík, 

Iceland, in spring 2024. 

● The eruption, which began on March 16 and remained active over 

two weeks later, was the largest in a string of four volcanic events 

on the Reykjanes peninsula starting in December 2023.

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/event/152231/eruption-near-grindavik




● Iceland experiences frequent volcanic activity, due to its 

location both on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, a divergent tectonic 

plate boundary, and being over a hotspot. 

● Nearly thirty volcanoes are known to have erupted in the 

Holocene epoch; these include Eldgjá, source of the largest 

lava eruption in human history.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid-Atlantic_Ridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plate_tectonics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plate_tectonics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotspot_(geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocene_epoch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eldgj%C3%A1




BRICS EXPANSION 

● The idea of the BRICS was formulated by Chief Economist at 
Goldman Sachs, Jim O'Neill, in a 2001 study entitled "Building Better 
Global Economic BRICs". It became an analytical category in 
economic, financial, business, academic and media circles.

●  In 2006, the concept, itself, gave rise to the grouping, incorporated 
into Brazil, Russia, India and China’s foreign policy. In 2011, on the 
occasion of the Third Summit, South Africa became part of the 
group, who adopted the acronym BRICS.



● India on welcomed Egypt, Iran, UAE, Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia 

joining the BRICS as their representatives attended for the �first 

time a key meeting of the grouping hosted by Russia.

● following BRICS expansion in 2023 when Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, 

Saudi Arabia, and the UAE joined Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 

South Africa as full-fledged BRICS members.









Report  on pollutants

● Pollution from man-made emissions and other sources like wildfires have 
been linked to around 135 million premature deaths worldwide between 1980 
and 2020, a Singapore university said on Monday. 

● Weather phenomena like El Nino and the Indian Ocean Dipole worsened the 
effects of these pollutants by intensifying their concentration in the air, 
Singaporeʼs Nanyang Technological University (NTU) said, unveiling the 
results of a study led by its researchers. 

● The tiny particles called particulate matter 2.5 (PM 2.5), are harmful to human 
health when inhaled because they are small enough to enter the bloodstream. 



● They come from vehicle and industrial emissions as well as natural 

sources like fires and dust storms.

●  The fine particulate matter “was associated with approximately 135 

million premature deaths globally” from 1980 to 2020,



● It found that people were dying younger than the average life expectancy 
from diseases or conditions that could have been treated or prevented, 
including stroke, heart and lung disease, and cancer. 

● Weather patterns increased the deaths by 14%, the study found. Asia had 
the “highest number of premature deaths attributable to PM 2.5 
pollution” at more than 98 million people, mostly in China and India, the 
university said. 

● Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and Japan also had significant numbers 
of premature deaths, ranging from 2 to 5 million people, it added.
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