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MC13

● The WTO's 13th Ministerial Conference (MC13) took place from 
26 February to 2 March 2024 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates. 

● Ministers from across the world attended to review the 
functioning of the multilateral trading system and to take action 
on the future work of the WTO. 

● The Conference was chaired by H.E. Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al 
Zeyoudi, UAE's Minister of State for Foreign Trade



I. Accessions
On the first day of MC13, ministers endorsed the accession to the 
WTO of two least-developed countries—Comoros and 
Timor-Leste. 
II. WTO reform
At MC13, ministers endorsed progress on the WTO reform process, which 
covers the organization’s deliberative, negotiating and dispute settlement 
functions

III. E-commerce
Since 1998, Members have regularly extended a so-called e‑commerce moratorium, which 
commits Members not to impose customs duties on e‑commerce. At MC13, ministers decided 
to renew the e‑commerce moratorium until MC14 or 31 March 2026, whichever is earlier



Special and differential treatment
Ministers adopted a decision to improve the use of special and differential 
treatment (S&DT) provisions, in particular those in the Agreement on Technical 
Barriers to Trade and the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. The 
decision enhances training opportunities and endorses steps to make the S&DT 
provisions more effective and operational

Plurilateral agreements and initiatives
at MC13, Members failed to reach consensus on agriculture and food 
security as well as further disciplines fisheries subsidies 

Plurilateral initiatives (covering less than the full Membership) are, 
therefore, becoming more prominent.



Domestic regulation of services
● One commercially particularly relevant outcome is the agreement reached at MC13 

on the entry into force, and integration into the WTO architecture, of new 
disciplines on domestic regulation of services. These disciplines are designed to 
facilitate trade in services by streamlining and simplifying regulatory procedures.

 Investment facilitation
● Another important plurilateral initiative concerns Investment Facilitation for 

Development (IFD). At MC13, the parties to the IFD initiative welcomed an 
agreement that includes commitments to facilitate foreign direct investment. 



Sustainability-related initiatives
Members have also come together in different groupings to work on a series of 
sustainability-related initiatives. At MC13, they reported their progress

Fisheries subsidies
● In June 2022, at MC12, Members concluded an Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies (AFS). 

The AFS prohibits the granting or maintaining of subsidies to entities involved in (1) 
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing or (2) the fishing of overfished stocks. It 
is the first WTO agreement with a mostly sustainability-related objective (preserving the 
world’s fisheries stocks).

● At MC13, ministers welcomed the progress over the past 20 months towards the AFS’s 
entry into force. 



Present Development 

● India is under pressure at the WTO to give its consent for inclusion of the 
proposed China-led investment facilitation for development (IFD) pact in the 
formal WTO framework as a plurilateral agreement.

● At the WTO MC13, a joint ministerial declaration was issued by Trade Ministers 
from 123 WTO member countries, including the EU, �finalising the IFD pact, 
and they wanted it to be formally brought into the WTO as a plurilateral 
agreement. 



● As a plurilateral pact, it would have been binding on only its signatories 
and not on non-members which include India, South Africa, the U.S. and 
some others.

●  “India and South Africa, played a key role in blocking the move as they 
pointed out there was no exclusive consensus to add the proposed IFD as a 
plurilateral agreement between the member countries already on board.



India stayed out of the IFD as it was concerned that some of its provisions would 
put the onus on the government to consult investors on policy matters which could 
encroach on its policy space.

What is plurilateral Agreement ??

● A plurilateral agreement is a multi-national legal or trade agreement 
between countries. 

● In economic jargon, it is an agreement between more than two 
countries, but not a great many, which would be multilateral 
agreement





INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
ICC is an international tribunal which has jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for 
the international crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.

•ICC is based in The Hague, the Netherlands.

•The ICC began functioning on 1 July 2002, the date when the Rome Statute 
entered into force. 



•The Rome Statute is a multilateral treaty which serves as the ICC’s 
foundational and governing document.
•Currently, there are 124 states which are party to the Rome Statute.

•India has not signed the Rome Statute 



● The International Court of Justice has no jurisdiction to try individuals 
accused of war crimes or crimes against humanity. However, the ICC 
tries individual people for genocide, crimes against humanity, war 
crimes and crimes of aggression.

● All UN member states are automatically members of the ICJ, whereas 
nations must individually become members of ICC by ratifying Rome 
Statute.

● ICJ is an organ of UN, whereas ICC is independent of UN.





Giz Galasi Dam

● Giz Galasi Dam is an embankment dam on the Aras River straddling 
the international border between Azerbaijan and Iran.

● It is located in Jabrayil District, Azerbaijan, and Khoda Afarin County, 
East Azerbaijan Province, Iran, 12 km (7.5 mi) downstream of the 
Khoda Afarin Dam.

● Built both to generate electricity and to irrigate the plains in the 
region, it is the third joint Azerbaijan–Iran project on the Aras River
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IMEC 

 India and Iran finally signed a 10-year long-term bilateral contract 
for the operation of Chabahar Port — it was inked between the 
Indian Ports Global Limited and the Port and Maritime 
Organisation of Iran





● the IMEC, or the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor, was signed on the 
sidelines of the G-20 summit in New Delhi on September 9, 2023 by the 
European Union, France, Germany, India, Italy, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the United States. Designed and 
formulated under the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and 
Investment (PGII),

●  it aims to stimulate economic development through enhanced 
connectivity and economic integration between Asia, the Arabian Gulf 
and Europe



As a counter to the BRI 

● The IMEC will comprise two separate corridors — an east corridor connecting 
India to the Arabian Gulf and a northern corridor connecting the Arabian Gulf 
to Europe. 

● In addition to existing maritime and road transport routes, it will include a 
railway network that aims to be a reliable and cost-effective cross-border 
ship-to-rail transit network for goods and services to transit. 

● The corridor also envisages along the railway route, the laying of cable for 
electricity and digital connectivity and a pipeline for clean hydrogen export. 



● In its plan, the Indian ports of Kandla, Mumbai and Mundra will be connected by 
sea links to Fujairah, Jebel Ali and Abu Dhabi in the UAE in the east, followed by 
the rail-road link through Saudi Arabia and Jordan and onwards to Europe in the 
west by the port of Haifa in Israel, and along with the ports in Marseille in 
France, Messina in Italy and Piraeus in Greece. 

● This 4,800 kilometre-long IMEC corridor aims to secure regional supply chains, 
increase trade accessibility and improve trade facilitation across regions. 



● Currently, much of the trade between India and Europe is through the Suez 

Canal as there is no overland access due to Pakistan being located to Indiaʼs 

west overland. 

● The IMEC will thus help overcome this obstacle and also cut down on the time, 

distance and costs of transit of goods from India to Europe significantly



On Oman and Egypt 

● The IMEC envisages that the ports in the UAE such as Fujairah and 
Jebel Ali will form the eastern offload points for ships transiting to 
India. 

● The problem here is that all the ports of the UAE are located in the 
Persian Gulf and are well within the Strait of Hormuz. 



● Therefore, they will always be threatened by any conflict situation in the 

Persian Gulf. Oman provides the perfect foil to this threat. 

● Its ports open up into the Arabian Sea, well away from direct influence of an 

Iranian threat. It also offers the closest and direct link to ports in India.



● Similarly, towards the West, instead of the ports of Israel, there has to be an 

alternate spur of the IMEC traversing through Egypt and ending at any of its 

major ports in the Mediterranean Sea — this will provide a safe and direct sea 

route to ports in Europe. 

● Egypt is also a major player in West Asia and its inclusion will only help 

balance out the regional dynamics too. 

● Like Oman, Egypt has good relations within the region and with Europe, Israel 

and the U.S..
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