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Stay invested

India should not tailor its ties with Iran
to US. foreign policy changes

B y signing a 10-year agreement with Iran

to develop and operate the Chabahar

port, India has taken its infrastructure
and trade partnership with the Islamic Republic
to the next level despite tensions in West Asia. In-
dia will invest $120 million and offer a credit facil-
ity of $250 million to further develop the termi-
nal it operates in Chabahar’s Shahid Beheshti
port and related projects. However, after the deal
was signed, the U.S. State Department said enti-
ties considering business deals with Iran “need to
be aware that they are opening themselves up to
and the potential risk of sanctions”. In the past,
American sanctions on Iran had delayed the pro-
ject. Conceived in 2003, the project did not take
off for years after the U.S. and the UN imposed
sanctions on Tehran over its nuclear programme.
India signed a memorandum of understanding in
2015 after Washington eased sanctions on Iran
following that year’s nuclear agreement, and in
2016, the contract was executed during Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s Iran visit. The U.S.’s un-
ilateral withdrawal from the nuclear deal in 2018
and reimposition of sanctions on Iran raised
questions on India’s continued cooperation with
Tehran. But India managed to win a carve-out
from U.S. sanctions that allowed it to operate the
port through ad hoc measures.

The Chabahar port is critical for India’s con-
nectivity plans. First, it offers an alternative route
to Afghanistan and Central Asia by bypassing Pa-
kistan, allowing better trade with Central Asia.
And, Chabahar is expected to be connected to
the International North-South Transport Corri-
dor (NSTC), bringing India closer to Europe
through Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia. An alterna-
tive to the Suez route, a fully operational NSTC
would reduce the time and money spent on inter-
continental trade. The port, roughly 200 km
from Pakistan’s Gwadar, where China is develop-
ing a port as part of its BRI, would also help India
expand its geopolitical influence in Central Asia.
But the U.S. seems to have taken a narrow view of
the project over its hostility with Iran. America’s
interests in the region have also changed. In 2018,
when U.S. forces were backing the Islamic Repu-
blic government in Afghanistan, it gave a sanc-
tions waiver to India as Kabul also stood to bene-
fit from the port project. Today, U.S. troops are
out of Afghanistan, the Taliban has replaced the
Islamic Republic, and the U.S’s focus is on con-
taining Iran. India, in the past, had taken U-turns
in its Iran engagement depending on the policy
changes in Washington DC. It should not do that
any more. It should stay invested in Chabahar
and seek to improve its trade and connectivity
projects with Central Asia, which is essential for
India’s continued rise.
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Chabahar Port

Signing a 10-year agreement with Iran to develop and operate the
Chabahar port, India has taken its infrastructure and trade partnership
with the iran to the next level despite tensions in West Asia.

India will invest $120 million and offer a credit facility of $250 million
to further develop the terminal it operates in Chabahar’s Shahid
Beheshti port and related projects.

However, after the deal was signed, the U.S. State Department said
entities considering business deals with Iran “need to be aware that
they are opening themselves up to and the potential risk of sanctions”.



The U.S.’s unilateral withdrawal from the nuclear deal in 2018 and
reimposition of sanctions on Iran raised questions on India’s
continued cooperation with Tehran.

The Chabahar portis critical for India’s connectivity plans.

First, it offers an alternative route to Afghanistan and Central Asia by
bypassing Pakistan, allowing better trade with Central Asia.

And, Chabahar is expected to be connected to the International
North-South Transport Corridor (NSTC), bringing India closer to
Europe through Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia.




e An alternative to the Suez route, a fully operational NSTC would
reduce the time and money spent on intercontinental trade.
e The port, roughly 200 km from Pakistan’s Gwadar, where Chinais

developing a port as part of its BRI, would also help India expand its

geopolitical inOuence in Central Asia.



America’s interests in the region have also changed.

In 2018, when U.S. forces were backing the Islamic Republic
government in Afghanistan, it gave a sanctions waiver to India
as Kabul also stood to benefit from the port project.

Today, U.S. troops are out of Afghanistan, the Taliban has
replaced the Islamic Republic, and the U.S.s focus is on

containing Iran.
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The burning hills
of Uttarakhand
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Forest Fire

Causes of Forest Fire
Forest fires are caused by Natural causes as well as Man made causes

Natural causes - Many forest fires start from natural causes such as
lightning which set trees on fire. However, rain extinguishes such
fires without causing much damage. High atmospheric temperatures
and dryness (low humidity) offer favorable circumstance for a fire to
start.

Man made causes - Fire is caused when a source of fire like naked
flame, cigarette or bidi, electric spark or any source of ignition
comes into contact with inflammable material.




Classification of Forest Fire

Forest fire can broadly be classified into three categories;

e Natural or controlled forest fire.

e Forest fires caused by heat generated in the litter and
other biomes in summer through carelessness of
people (human neglect) and

e Forest fires purposely caused by local inhabitants



Types of Forest Fire
The types of forest fire are as follows

Surface Fire - A forest fire may burn primarily as a surface fire,
spreading along the ground as the surface litter (senescent leaves
and twigs and dry grasses etc) on the forest floor and is engulfed
by the spreading flames.

Underground Fire - The fires of low intensity, consuming the
organic matter beneath and the surface litter of forest floor are
sub-grouped as underground fire. In most of the dense forests a
thick mantle of organic matter is find on top of the mineral soil. This
fire spreads in by consuming such materials. These fires usually
spread entirely underground and burn for some meters below the
surface. This fire spreads very slowly and in most of the cases it
becomes very hard to detect and control such type of fires. They
may continue to burn for months and destroy vegetative cover of
the soil. The other terminology for this type of fire is Muck fires.




Ground Fire - These fires are fires in the sub surface organic fuels,
such as duff layers under forest stands, Arctic tundra or taiga, and organic
soils of swamps or bogs. There is no clear distinction between
underground and ground fires.

The smoldering under ground fires sometime changes into Ground fire.
This fire burns root and other material on or beneath the surface i.e. burns
the herbaceous growth on forest floor together with the layer of organic
matter in various stages of decay.

They are more damaging than surface fires, as they can destroy
vegetation completely. Ground fires burn underneath the surface by
smoldering combustion and are more often ignited by surface fires.




Crown Fire - A crown fire is one in which the crown of trees and shrubs
burn, often sustained by a surface fire.

A crown fire is particularly very dangerous in a coniferous forest because
resinous material given off burning logs burn furiously.

On hill slopes, if the fire starts downhill, it spreads up fast as heated air
adjacent to a slope tends to flow up the slope spreading flames along with
it.

If the fire starts uphill, there is less likelihood of it spreading downwards.



Firestorms - Among the forest fires, the fire spreading most rapidly
is the firestorm, which is an intense fire over a large area.

As the fire burns, heat rises and air rushes in, causing the fire to
grow.

More air makes the fire spin violently like a storm.

Flames fly out from the base and burning ember spew out the top
of the fiery twister, starting smaller fires around it.

Temperatures inside these storms can reach around 2,000 degrees
Fahrenheit.




Vulnerability

The youngest mountain ranges of Himalayas are the most vulnerable stretches
of the world susceptible to forest fires.

The forests of Western are more frequently vulnerable to forest fires as
compared to those in Eastern Himalayas.

This is because forests of Eastern Himalayas grow in high rain density. With
large scale expansion of chirr (Pine) forests in many areas of the Himalayas
the frequency and intensity of forest fires has increased.



e During the British period, fire was prevented in the summer
through removal of forest litter all along the forest boundary.

e This was called "Forest Fire Line" This line used to prevent fire
breaking into the forest from one compartment to another.

e The collected litter was burnt in isolation. Generally, the fire
spreads only if there is continuous supply of fuel (Dry
vegetation) along its path.



Precautions
The followings are the important precautions against fire:

To keep the source of fire or source of ignition separated from
combustible and inflammable material.

To keep the source of fire under watch and control.

Not allow combustible or inflammable material to pile up unnecessarily
and to stock the same as per procedure recommended for safe storage of
such combustible or inflammable material.

To adopt safe practices in areas near forests viz. factories, coalmines, oil
stores, chemical plants and even in household kitchens.

To incorporate fire reducing and fire fighting techniques and equipment



The death and
disappearance of
migrant workers

and Schedul |mm~ from Bih:

‘hard lives, and are the unseen workers of a city

: Uttar Pradesh,
i ‘They live

Lakhs of marginalised people.
Chhattisgarh. and

and West

1 May 5, Udal Yadav,a 37 year-old i

drvenby money and pm\er finds Si

dharth Kumar Singh

‘painting, and
plumbing

‘year-old child. “If | were alone, [ could consider

“Tlive in Krishna

work, bt ot evry oy brings s oy a..,\u

tion there; he explained. “Our house rent is

10 hi rlentes hea, we endure hours «/wm

ar'a construction site, but with no one (0 take

o She ighlghvedthe chllenges faced by wo
butmenhs

Onis st visi o s homeloun, Ameen' 2
year joi

e advantage painting and

ey I ot e

from one ocaon 0 anrer. Ao, we e paid
less than

ined idera
bids site. “ arrived
dsince |
y ¢ daily wage
153300;” Salman sad.
Salman fnished school in his hometown, but

Ameen S,

et s pre.
QQ wm} :mpluyed

S
dential project at

Inthe Bachupally
cident, the d

pot. Tod

grant wor
ary of the government-run Gandhi
al in Secunderabad, He was

Walcolapseat Bachupally in Fyderabad, aner
therecent s

1S

aregul
Siedse of the foca
Tanguage, mgrans I on the g whie the
briks ey oy become v

of migrant workers remain unchanged,

peopl, :

Pty
grant w

o Ol Chhaiga and Wesk pengal 1
has put the spotlight on the risks that migrant
porersarefored ok when ey

Construction Workers™ call pros
o

ecomes aho
for the nest few
years s these projects usually take two to three

ok ona consructon i begnat S am. o

il consaints o 1o arbing in drabd.

heen odd whummnuwm

ear b wlage. Il 1 Saved wih A

ut ater, betng single I opted (0 mon ity h

accommodation provided at the construction
* he said

Mostofthese workers did notvist thei home.
towns 10 vote for the Lok Sabha elections, citing
the impracticality of such a decision when it
comes 1 thir inlhoods’ The primay pro
blems were the long travel i b
callengs. Fo nse, workers fom Utar r
desh or Bihar would need to endure 3 two day
ain journey to reach cites like Gorakdipur o
Patrna, and then proceed (o their hometowrs, be-
fore repeting the same arduous journey back o
B ak travel season,
cventhose who made esrvaions (20 ays inad:

However, the ssue of wages

tending up

»
or employe, inchaotic rban centres.

e e S oy e e, et
the bullding owner where we were employed,
has ot reached out with any assistance. 1 earn
£800 dally, but today, | could not work as  have

ke forthi o S s
s hedoctorsanded over the bcies

e Pl 2he T . g s 1t
ends ond famies of e deteased. Transpor
ing the bodies (o their hometowns would take

Basic ameniies — clean water, saiation, and. | theconstrction proces reulingnower v | n 2014, the Telangana Buldingand oher Con
clectrcity es 5 . "My uction Workers Wetre Bostd (THOCWW)
andbe- | was established by the Sa

ryheycamotafford: sinle dy o om work | atie f i, indhu e | Sodane i 18 1 of the Building and
their families. Ata | paid Workers' (RESCS) Act, 1996

‘where babies li in the sun, | ers;” he sa ‘The primary objectve of the board s to advocate

it and e s verynere N i, i

.\ma... ‘o Teangana's Deparument of La they are pr safe
bad. “Back then, witnessing Additionall, the board:
d | tends supp

The mlm\mrw)sayl 0 1k befor the CO.

six months,this s all 1wil be able o saver” The
families and fellow workers of the vietims were.
unable to proceed and transport a single body

 Sdanafical

devel
vide mppnn for wores s s e emiisced

The board has clssiied 54 types of workers

my daily wage

n the o
st of Boouten Songe sone e o
i

G0, A
e s, | now earn £500 per day. Back then

whereby registration. with the board renders
them eligble fo various welfare schemes. A toal

i ‘These labour-

, unlke to-

he added.

W dilogue with
the police, & man approaehd them and handed
over a letter writen by the buiing owner Un
able o undierstand Telugu, the workers sought
assiance from the police 10 transhate. its
contens
“Accondingtothe lettr,on belalfofthe Tuin
Cites” Contractors” Associaton, the bulding
ner ofrd s condolences nd proposed a
compensationof 115
medate asisance o t50000 will o pro
vided 0 facltate he ransporaton ofbodics 1
thir e vilges, i e g €1
o dsured v hegue upom presntaion
family member' denty prool  poliemin
S e eadingthe e o
s spnding ot 2 hows
the mortuary,the w
s the fis et g orkers
bad. In

ouside

‘workers. Thse incude financial assisance such

Nodal offces fo Migran Workers i Telana
na L. Charurvedi sad, “In the Bachupally acci.
dent,the deceased workers were not registered
i he b, Therefore the gvernment pre-
000 as compensation along with

5000 cmands e aper
o regter with the bosed & worker only
neds o oy 50 o  oneime menbersi,

with an additional 260 for a five vear subscrip
o, toaling 1. We consisenty entomage
nractos and s asociaions in 1
dhroughout the Sute to ensure heir

cred withus. Aditonaly,we
‘conduct routine inspections at constructio

‘o verify compliance ith mc prescribed rules
e T gt




WHICH INDIAN STATE IS THE LARGEST

PRODUCER OF COFFEE?




Coffee Producing Areas of India




Coffee growingCoffee growing regions in India can be grouped under
three distinct categories:

Traditional areas representing the southern states of Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

Non-traditional areas comprising Andhra Pradesh and Orissa in the Eastern
Ghats of the country.

Traditional areas representing the southern states of Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

The plantations in the south are the cradle of Indian coffee. They include the Bababudangiris in Karnataka, known as
the birthplace of coffee in India. The Eastern Ghats and the North Eastern states are newly developed areas of coffee.




Factors

Arabica

Robusta

Deep, fertile, rich in organic matter, well drained and

ol slightly acidic (Ph6.0-6.5) SHme RS AN

Slopes Gentle to moderate slopes Gentle slopes to fairly level fields
Elevation 1000-1500m 500-1000m

Aspect North, East and North- East aspects Same as Arabica

[Temperature 150 C - 250 C; cool, equable 200 C - 300 C; hot, humid

Relative humidity

70-80%

80-90%

IAnnual rainfall

1600-2500 mm

1000-2000 mm

Blossom showers

March- April (25-40mm)

February — March (25-40 mm)

Backing showers

April-May (50-75 mm) well distributed

March-April (50-75 mm) well distributed

TOP




‘China-Russia partnership is
not directed against anyone’

An emerging multipolar world is now taking shape before our eyes, says Russian President

Vladimir Putin as he concludes his two-day visit to China; he praises talks with Xi as substantive

Associated Press
BEIJING

ussian President
RVladimir Putin
concluded a two-

day visit to China on Fri-
day, emphasising the coun-
tries’ burgeoning strategic
ties as well as his own per-
sonal relationship with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
as they sought to present
an alternative to U.S. global
influence.  Mr.  Putin
praised the growth in bilat-
eral trade while touring a
China-Russia Expo in the
northeastern city of Har-
bin. He met students at the
Harbin Institute of Tech-
nology, which is said to
work closely with the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army.
Harbin, capital of Chi-
na’s Heilongjiang pro-

Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping holding an informal meeting at the
Zhongnanhai leadership compound in Beijing on Thursday. AFp

vince, was once home to
many Russian expatriates
and retains some of that
history in its architecture,
such as the central St. So-
phia Cathedral, a former
Russian Orthodox church.

Speaking to reporters,
Mr. Putin thanked Xi and
praised their talks as “sub-

stantive,” saying he spent
“almost a whole day, from
morning till evening” with
the Chinese leader and
other officials in Beijing the
previous day.

The partnership bet-
ween China and Russia “is
not directed against
anyone,” Mr. Putin saidina

veiled reference to the
West. “It is aimed at one
thing: creating better con-
ditions for the develop-
ment of our countries and
improving the well-being
of the people of China and
the Russian Federation.”

Rebuke for U.S.

But he still had a back-
handed rebuke for the
U.S., and others who op-
pose the Moscow-Beijing

relationship, saying an
“emerging multipolar
world ... is now taking

shape before our eyes”.
“And it is important that
those who are trying to
maintain their monopoly
on decision-making in the
world on all issues ... do
everything in their power
to ensure that this process
goes naturally,” he said.




Zhongnanhai

Zhongnanhai is a compound that houses the offices of and serves as a
residence for the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and
the State Council.

It was a former imperial garden, and is located adjacent to the Forbidden
Palace in Beijing.

The term Zhongnanhai is often used as a metonym for China's central
government and its leadership at large.

The state leaders, including the president, general secretary of the CCP,
and other top party and state leadership figures carry out many of their
day-to-day administrative activities inside the compound, such as
meetings with foreign dignitaries.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Communist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Council_of_the_People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metonymy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_leaders_of_the_People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership_of_the_People%27s_Republic_of_China
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Back there: A lynx released during the first experimental

reintroduction of two Iberian lynxes in Spain. AFp

Endangered Iberian
lynx population
doubles in 3 years

Agence France-Presse
MADRID

The number of endangered Iberian lynx in the
wild in Spain and Portugal has nearly doubled
since 2020 to surpass 2,000 last year, the Spanish
government said on Friday.

A total of 722 lynx were born in 2023 bringing
their total number in the two countries to 2,021, a
record high since monitoring of the species began
and up from 1,111 just three years earlier, Spain’s
environment Ministry said in a statement. This
rise “allows us to continue to be optimistic about
the reduction of the risk of extinction of the Iber-
ian lynx,” it added.

Known for its pointy ears, long legs and leo-
pard-like spotted fur, the species was on the brink
of extinction just two decades ago due to poach-
ing, road accidents, as well as a dramatic decline
due to disease in wild rabbits numbers, the lynx’s
main prey. When the first census of the spotted
nocturnal cat was carried out in 2002, there were
fewer than 100 specimens in the Iberian
Peninsula.

The Ministry party attributed the boom in lynx
numbers to the success of a captive breeding and
reintroduction programme launched in 20I11.
“The recovery of the Iberian lynx population in
Spain and Portugal constitutes one of the best ex-
amples of conservation actions for endangered
species in the world,” it said. The Ministry said the
Iberian lynx population had continued to rise
since 2015 when the International Union for Con-
servation of Nature downgraded the threat level
to “endangered” from “critically endangered — its
highest category before extinction in the wild.




Iberian lynx

The number of endangered Iberian lynx in the wild in Spain and Portugal has
nearly doubled since 2020 to surpass 2,000 last year, the Spanish government.
Known for its pointy ears, long legs and leopard-like spotted fur, the species
was on the brink of extinction just two decades ago due to poaching, road
accidents, as well as a dramatic decline due to disease in wild rabbits

numbers, the lynx’s main prey



Physical Description

The Iberian lynx is heavily spotted and weighs about half as much as the
Eurasian species, with long legs and a very short tail with a black tip. Its

coat is tawny with dark spots and it bears a characteristic "beard" around its

face and prominent black ear tufts.



France




The Iberian lynx has been brought to the brink of extinction because of
a combination of threats:

Decreasing food base

Car hits

Habitat loss and degradation
lllegal Hunting
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the pilgrimage. Thousands gather in traditional outfits as they make their way on horseback and on board decorated carriages. AFp



Quema River

e Pilgrims cross the Quema River on their way to the shrine of El
Rocio in Villamanrique, southern Spain 2009 during the annual
pilgrimage in which hundreds of thousands of devotees of the

Virgin del Rocio converge in and around the shrine.
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from Earth
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104. The 7th edition of the Indian Ocean
Conference was held at

using the
(a) Dhaka
(b) New Delhi

(c) Malé

(d) Perth

39 [ P.T.O.
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61. Which of the following were objectives of

the G20 Summit, 2023 under India’s
Presidency?

1. Green development
2. Accelerating progress on SDGs

3. Women-led development

Select the correct answer using the
code given below.

(@ 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

{c) 1,2 and 3

(d) 1 and 3 only

64.

65.
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