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How can AI help this process? 

● AI has the potential to revolutionise target discovery and understand 

drug-target interaction by drastically cutting down time, increasing the 

accuracy of prediction of interaction between a drug and its target, and 

saving money. 

● The development of two AI-based prediction tools, AlphaFold and 

RoseTTAFold, developed by researchers at DeepMind, a Google company, 

and the University of Washington, U.S., respectively, has provided a major 

scientific breakthrough in the last four years in the area of computational 

drug development. Both tools are based on deep neural networks
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● AlphaFold 3 (developed jointly by Isomorphic Labs, a DeepMind 

spinoff) and RoseTTAFold All-Atom, respectively, take the 

capability of these tools to an entirely new level. 

● The significant difference between the upgraded versions and 

their previous forms is their capability to predict not just static 

structures of proteins and protein-protein interactions but also 

their ability to predict structures and interactions for any 

combination of protein, DNA, and RNA, including modi�

cations, small molecules and ions.
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About GPU 

● What does GPU stand for? 
● Graphics processing unit, a specialized processor originally designed 

to accelerate graphics rendering.
● GPUs can process many pieces of data simultaneously, making them 

useful for machine learning, video editing, and gaming applications.
● GPUs may be integrated into the computer’s CPU or offered as a 

discrete hardware unit.
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EC - Registered vs Recognised party

● T he Election Commission of India (ECI) in its report on 
enforcement of Model Code of Conduct (MCC) has stated that it 
expects star campaigners to lead by example and not vitiate 
the fabric of society. 
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What are registered parties? 

● Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP Act) lays 

down the requirements for registration of a political party with the ECI.

●  Any political party that seeks registration should submit a copy of its 

memorandum/constitution. 

● Such document should declare that the party shall bear true faith and 

allegiance to the Constitution of India. 
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● It should also bear allegiance to the principles of socialism, secularism 
and democracy, and uphold the sovereignty, unity and integrity of 
India. 

● Registered political parties enjoy the following legal benefits – (a) tax 
exemption for donations received under Section 13A of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961, (b) common symbol for contesting general elections to the 
Lok Sabha/State Assemblies, and (c) twenty ʻstar campaignersʼ during 
election campaign.
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What are recognised parties? 

● A registered party is referred to as a Registered Unrecognised Political 
Party (RUPP). 

● Political parties are recognised as a ʻnationalʼ or ʻStateʼ party under the 
provisions of The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 
1968 (Symbols Order) by the ECI. 

● The criteria for recognition at the ʻnationalʼ or ʻStateʼ level consists of 
winning requisite number of seats and/or obtaining required percentage 
of votes in a general election to Lok Sabha or State Assembly. 
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● At present, there are six ʻnationalʼ parties, and sixty-one ʻStateʼ parties 

that have been recognised. 

● These recognised parties enjoy additional concessions of having a 

reserved symbol during elections and forty ʻstar campaigners .̓
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What are the issues? 

● It has been noticed that less than a third of RUPPs contest elections. 
● The RP Act does not confer explicit powers on the ECI to de-register any 

political party if it fails to contest elections, conduct inner-party elections 
or lodge requisite returns. 

● The Supreme Court in Indian National Congress versus Institute of Social 
Welfare & Ors (2002) had held that the ECI does not have power to 
de-register any political party under the RP Act. 
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● It may de-register only under exceptional circumstances like registration 

being obtained by fraud or the political party ceasing to have allegiance to 

the Constitution or if it is declared unlawful by the Government. 

● The RUPPs that donʼt contest elections raise concerns over the possible 

misuse of income tax exemption and donations collected being used for 

money laundering.
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● The MCC prohibits using caste and communal feelings to secure votes, and 

bribing or intimidation of voters. 

● Recognised political parties are guilty of violating the MCC on various 

occasions. 

● However, it has been observed that the ECI on such occasions at best bars 

leaders from campaigning for a short period of two to three days.
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What needs to be done? 

● The ECI in its memorandum for electoral reforms (2016) has suggested 
amendment to the law that would empower the ECI to deregister a 
party. 

● The Law Commission in its 255th report (2015) on ʻElectoral reformsʼ has 
also recommended amendments for de-registration of a political party if 
it fails to contest elections for 10 consecutive years. 

● These recommendations should be implemented. Under Paragraph 16A 
of the Symbols order, the ECI has the power to suspend or withdraw 
recognition of a recognised political party for its failure to observe MCC 
or follow lawful directions of the Commission.
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Trade Protectionism
1. Trade protectionism refers to government policies and actions taken to 

restrict or limit international trade in order to protect domestic 

industries from foreign competition. 

2. It involves the implementation of various measures to shield domestic 

producers from foreign competitors and safeguard local employment 

and industries.

3. The primary objective of trade protectionism is to promote and support 

domestic industries, improve the trade balance, and preserve national 

economic interests.

4. Trade protectionist measures can take different forms, including:
5.
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 Tariffs: Imposing taxes or duties on imported goods, making them 
more expensive and less competitive compared to domestic 
products.

 
 Import quotas: Limiting the quantity or value of specific goods that 

can be imported into a country during a specified period.
 
 Subsidies: Providing financial assistance or incentives to domestic 

industries to make their products more competitive and reduce their 
production costs.

 
 Regulatory barriers: Implementing strict regulations, standards, or 

certifications that foreign products must meet, creating additional 
hurdles for imports.
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 Embargoes and sanctions: Completely banning or restricting trade with 
specific countries for political or economic reasons.

 
 Currency manipulation: Artificially devaluing a country's currency to make 

exports more competitive and imports more expensive.
 
 Domestic content requirements: Mandating a certain percentage of domestic 

components or labor in products sold within the country.
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