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Igla -S

● "Igla-S" man-portable air defence missile system is designed to 
engage all types of visible fixed- and rotary-winged aircraft on 
head-on and pursuit courses as well as smal-sized air targets like 
cruise missiles around the clock under thermal and background 
noise.

● powerful anti-aircraft missile system from Russia
● The Army is all set to begin receiving another set of Russian Igla-S 

very short range air defence systems (VSHORAD) 
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Delhi waste management
● In Delhi, considering an average per capita generation of about 0.6 kg/day per 

person, the city generates approximately 13,000 tonnes per day (TPD) of waste 

— roughly 1,400 truckloads — which adds up to about 42 lakh tonnes per 

annum.  

● The MCD faces several challenges in tackling waste within the city. One major 

issue is the lack of waste segregation at source. 

● Many households and commercial establishments donʼt do this.  

● Delhiʼs SWM system should integrate decentralised options for both wet and 

dry waste, backed by large processing facilities to ensure all the waste 

generated is scientifically processed.
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What efforts need to be made in order the separate the waste? 

● As the national capital, Delhi needs to scale up its processing capacity to 
manage daily waste. 

● The quantity of waste is expected to increase in the coming years together 
with the per capita waste generation

● Biodegradable wet waste should be composted or used to generate biogas.
● As for the non-biodegradable dry waste: about 2% will be recyclable, and this 

can be sent to recycling facilities.
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The non-recyclable dry waste fraction is called refuse-derived fuel (RDF) and 
consists of plastics, paper, and textile waste. 

This material has good calorific value and can be used to generate power in 
waste-to-energy projects. 

Although the cost of power generation through waste-to-energy projects tends 
to be slightly on the higher side, the objective is to scientifically manage waste 
and mitigate environmental impacts, particularly those arising from landfill �
fires.
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● The Spices Board has taken up with CODEX, the international food 

standards body, the crucial issue of setting limits for ethylene oxide 

(ETO) usage in spices. 

● This follows the recall of certain branded spices exported by Indian 

companies to Hong Kong and Singapore on concerns related to ETO 

(ethylene oxide) contamination. 

● “India has taken up with the CODEX committee the need for setting up 

limits for ETO usage as different countries have different limits.
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● ETO, a chemical used as a sterilising agent in spices, is considered 
carcinogenic when used beyond certain limits.

●
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CODEX

● The Codex Alimentarius, or "Food Code" is a collection of 
standards, guidelines and codes of practice adopted by the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission. 

● The Commission, also known as CAC, is the central part of the 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme and was established 
by FAO and WHO to protect consumer health and promote fair 
practices in food trade. It held its first meeting in 1963
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● Codex standards ensure that food is safe and can be traded. 

● The 188 Codex members have negotiated science based 

recommendations in all areas related to food safety and quality. 

Codex food safety texts are a reference in WTO trade disputes.

● The reference made to Codex food safety standards in the World 

Trade Organization's Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary 

measures (SPS Agreement) means that Codex has far reaching 

implications for resolving trade disputes.
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● Since its foundation in 1963, the Codex system has evolved in an open, 
transparent and inclusive way to meet emerging challenges. 
International food trade is a 2000 billion dollar a year industry, with 
billions of tonnes of food produced, marketed and transported
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● Indonesian authorities seeded clouds on , trying to prevent further 

rain and flash floods after deluges that hit Sumatra Island .

● Monsoon rains triggered a landslide of mud and cold lava from Mount 

Marapi, eventually causing rivers to breach their banks.

● Heavy rains cause frequent landslides and flash floods in Indonesia, 

an archipelago nation of more than 17,000 islands where millions of 

people live in mountainous areas or near floodplains.
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What is cold lava ?

Cold lava, also known as lahar, is volcanic material like ash, sand and 
pebbles carried down a volcano’s slopes by rain.

Indonesia is prone to landslides and floods during the rainy season.

carried cold lava down from Mount Marapi, the most active volcano in 
Sumatra

Cold lava, also known as lahar, is a mixture of volcanic material and pebbles 
that flow down a volcano’s slopes in the rain.
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● Cold lava, also known as "lahar" in Javanese, comprises a 
mixture of water and rock fragments that flows rapidly down 
the slopes of a volcano, entering river valleys and spreading 
across wide areas.

● This cold lava can flow at speeds of hundreds of kilometers  
..
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What is cloud 
seeding ??
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What is cloud 
seeding ??
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