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What is the Kunming-Montreal GBF? 
This framework was adopted during the 15th
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity in
December 2022 following a four-year
consultation and negotiation process. 
It claims to support the achievement of
sustainable development goals and build on
previous strategic plans, paving “an
ambitious pathway to reach the global
vision of a world living in harmony with
nature by 2050.” 

What is the Kunming-
Montreal GBF?
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Accordingly, four goals were set for 2050
and 23 targets for 2030 toward planning,
monitoring, reporting and reviewing
implementation, organising finance, and
drawing up strategies for capacity
development, technical and scientific
cooperation, and an agreement on digital
sequence information on genetic
resources. 
In adopting the GBF, all parties have
committees to set national targets to
implement it.
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Target 3 of the Kunming-Montreal GBF,
which aims to “increase terrestrial,
inland water, and of coastal and marine
areas, especially areas of particular
importance for biodiversity and
ecosystem functions and services” to at
least 30% of the world’s terrestrial area.
At present, protected areas (PAs) cover
about 16%.
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What are its implications?
goals of the GBF tilt the scale in favour
of corporate houses eyeing forest
resources at the expense of the
indigenous communities living with
nature. 
Indigenous peoples have been denied
the right to housing, health, education,
electricity, and security in Indonesia’s
Ujungkulon National Park .
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.What would GBF mean for India? 
About 84% of India’s national parks (89 out of
a total of 106) were established in areas
inhabited by the indigenous peoples and
meeting the GBF targets will threaten their
existence, the activists said. 
For instance, the initiative to upgrade the
Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary in Rajasthan
to a tiger reserve will affect 162 tribal villages
located inside and outside the sanctuary
while the expansion of the Nauradehi
Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh is set to affect
62 villages of mostly tribal people. 
In Assam, the June 19, 2022, notification for
the Barak Bhuban Wildlife Sanctuary will
affect the indigenous groups. 
The gazette notification states that the
sanctuary “is free from encroachment as per
record, there are no rights and concessions of
any person in the area” but the Khasis
possess documents showing they have been
living in the area since 1914.
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Using a bioluminescent oxygen indicator,
scientists discovered a spontaneous, spatially
de�ned occurrence of “hypoxic pockets” in
the mouse brain. 
Their technique offers a way to learn more
about brain oxygen tension (pO2), a measure
of oxygen delivery and demand in brain tissue
that changes dynamically but is not well
understood.

“hypoxic pockets”
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Scientists have made new discoveries about the
effectiveness of four vaccines for the mpox virus
— and have uncovered potential signs of immune
activity that correlate with protection.
Mpox (formerly known as monkeypox) is a viral
disease caused by infection with the monkeypox
virus. 
Monkeypox virus is part of the same family of
viruses as variola virus, the virus that causes
smallpox. 
Mpox is rarely fatal and its symptoms are similar
to smallpox, but milder.
 Mpox is not related to chickenpox.
Mpox is a zoonotic disease, meaning it can be
spread between animals and people. It is
endemic (found naturally) in regions of central
and west Africa. Monkeypox virus has been
found in small rodents, monkeys, and other
mammals that live in these areas

m pox vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/symptoms/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/zoonotic-diseases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/veterinarian/mpox-in-animals.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/veterinarian/mpox-in-animals.html
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sandalwood roots form a haustorium that forms
an octopus-like hold on the host tree’s roots,
from where water and nutrients are taken.
one seed inside is a hard, dry kernel, not the
usual tough seed coat protecting a fleshy
interior. 
This makes it difficult for the seed to survive
beyond one season. 
Both the above properties - the need for other
trees in the early growth phase, and the seeds,
which are short-lived and cannot be stored,
have added to the overexploited tree’s
difficulties. 
This has led to a drastic fall in the number of
sandalwood trees in the forests of South India.
The IUCN has classified sandalwood as a
vulnerable species. 
It is not surprising that Australia is now the
world’s largest supplier of sandalwood and its
oil.

sandalwood
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Asian Koel, and the Gray Hornbill swallow the
fruit whole, and over time drop the seeds at
great distances from the tree they feasted on.
These birds are among India’s larger frugivores,
or eaters of fruit. The sandalwood tree’s fruit is
just right for the koels and hornbills.

osmopriming

Kerala Agricultural University in Thrissur,
working with European colleagues have tried
various ways of priming sandalwood seeds for
germination (Forests, 14:1076, 2023).
 Best results were obtained when they soaked
freshly collected sandalwood tree seeds in a 5%
solution of polyethylene glycol-6000 for two
days. 
This interesting synthetic substance induces
osmotic pressure on the cells of the seed and
pushes the germination process forward. This is
called osmopriming,
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Statins are prescribed to people with a
high risk of cardiovascular disease. 
They work by blocking the activity of an
enzyme involved in the metabolic pathway
that produces LDL, or “bad”, cholesterol. 
Statins are on the World Health
Organization’s list of essential medicines
and among the most sold drugs worldwide. 
However, many studies have found statins
could increase the risk of developing
diabetes.
 pre-diabetes (also known as frank
diabetes): an impaired state (impaired
fasting glucose - IFG - or impaired glucose
tolerance - IGT) in which these markers are
altered toward the level of diabetes.

Statins , bad cholesterol
and frank daibetes
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Good and bad cholestrol
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 Q ‘’"Actions do not cling to me because I am
not attached to their results. Those who

understand this and practice it live in
freedom."

प्रश्न ''कर्म मुझसे चिपकते नहीं हैं क्योंकि मैं
उनके  परिणामों से जुड़ा नहीं हूं। जो लोग इसे
समझते हैं और इसका अभ्यास करते हैं वे

स्वतंत्रता में रहते हैं।''
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