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Q“From passion comes confusion of mind, then loss of
remembrance, the forgetting of duty. From this loss comes
the ruin of reason, and the ruin of reason leads man to

destruction.”
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Study says solar radiation available
for producing power falling in India

FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIANCE

Jacob Koshy .~ solar power by that year or
NEW DELHI - at least 40 GW of solar ca-

The quantity of solar radia-
tion available that can be
economically converted by
solar panels to electricity is
showing an “alarming de-
creasing trend” in several
locations in India, says an
analysis by scientists at the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) and pu-
blished this month in the
organisation’s  in-house
scientific journal Mausam.

While increased aerosol
load — fine particles from
carbon emissions, fossil
fuel burning and dust -
and clouding are said to be
causative factors, installing
more efficient solar panels
could help counter this,
the scientists say in their
paper.

Aerosols absorb the sun-
light and deflect it away
from the ground and they
can also precipitate the for-
mation of dense clouds
that again block sunlight.
The efficiency of solar pa-
nels are significantly in-
fluenced by the amount of
sunlight falling on them.

For the study, the scien-

Straight from the sun: A worker installs solar panels at a site in

Greater Moida, around 45 km from New Delhi. AFp

tists looked at radiation
trends at 45 in-house sta-
tions, which have instru-
ments to measure solar ra-
diation but used data from
only 13 to compute the
changes in solar photovol-
taic (SPV) potential as they
were the only ones with a
continuous record from
1985 to 2019. SPV is the
amount of radiation that
may be practically availa-
ble to be converted to elec-
tricity by panels.

SPV potential showed a
general decline in all sta-
tions which included Ah-
medabad, Chennai, Goa,
Jodhpur, Kolkata, Mumbai,
Nagpur, New Delhi, Pune,
Shillong, Thiruvananthap-

uram, and
Vishakhapatnam.
India’s largest solar

parks are located in the
north-west of the country,
particularly Gujarat and
Rajasthan, and cities in
both these States are also
showing a decrease in SPV
potential. As of today, In-
dia’s installed solar power
capacity is about 81 GW (1
GW is 1,000 megawatt), or
roughly 17% of the total in-
stalled electricity.

India has ambitious
plans of sourcing about
500 GW, nearly half its re-
quirement of electricity,
from non-fossil fuel sourc-
es by 2030. This would
mean at least 280 GW from

pacity being annually ad-
ded until 2030. In the last
five years, this has barely
crossed 13 GW though the
government has claimed
that COVID-19 affected this
trajectory and the country
was on track to add bet-
ween 25-40 GW annually
in the coming years.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had earlier this
year also announced a ma-
jor initiative to fund roof-
top solar installation in at
least one crore houses
across the country.

While the role of aero-
sols in blocking sunlight
available on earth has been
apparent since the 1980s,
several studies have shown
that there are variations
both over time and
location.

Global solar radiation
showed a generally de-
creasing trend from 1981-
2006. 1971-2000 showed
greater dimming com-
pared to 1981-2006. Ho-
wever, on the whole, there
was a reversal in trends af-
ter 2001 with the exact
causes unclear.




Solar radiation decreasing

e The quantity of solar radiation available that can be
economically converted by solar panels to electricity is
showing an “alarming decreasing trend” in several locations

in India, says an analysis by scientists at the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

The Hindu analysis by saurabh pandey sir







L. -
a2 e

SAURABH PANDEY

Solar Climate
Intervention Methods

4) Space-based methods

3) Increasing the amount of
- stratospheric aerosol (SAl) 5) Decreasing the
BRI : amount of high

altitude cirrus

clouds (CCT)
10-16 km

1) Surface albedo
enhancement

Tropopause

2) Increasing the reflectivity
of marine clouds (MCB)




e Aerosols absorb the sunlight and deflect it away
from the ground and they can also precipitate the
formation of dense clouds that again block sunlight.

e The efficiency of solar panels are significantly
influenced by the amount of sunlight falling on
them.
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The right and the future of India’s masjids

attempts to allude to the Ram Mandir in

the ongoing election campaign as his
major achievement indicates the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s desire to seek electoral benefits from the
subject. Seen in the wider context of the ongoing
survey of the Gyanvapi Mosque in Varanasi and
claims over the Shahi Idgah Masjid in Mathura, it
is apparent that the mandir-masjid conflict may
enter a new era in the post-2024 election period.

In June 2022, in the wake of the Gyanvapi
controversy, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief
Mohan Bhagwat made an appeal in Nagpur — that
the present generations of Muslims should not be
held responsible for the wrongs committed in
history by Muslim rulers. “Why look for Shiv linga
in every Masjid?” Bhagwat asked. It was a sensible
statement but nothing substantive has followed
since then.

Instead, the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Yogi
Adityanath, has remained most vocal with regard
to Kashi and Mathura. In a speech in the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly in February 2024, while
drawing parallel with the Mahabharat, he said,
“Krishna asked for five villages, today’s Hindu
society asks for three centres: Ayodhya, Kashi and
Mathura.” He appealed to Indian Muslims to give
up claim in Kashi and Mathura. During the
Ayodhya movement of the 1980s and 1990s, there
was a slogan ‘Ayodhya to Jhanki Hei, Kashi
Mathura Baaki Hei’. It is now certain that the
“Kashi Mathura Baaki Hei” part of that slogan has
been politically activated.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi’s frequent

History and the Jama Masjid

Though the oldest Masjid in India is located in
Kerala, no other Masjid has been connected with
Muslim history as closely as Delhi’s Jama Masjid.
During the 1857 Rebellion, it was a site of
enormous activities and was defiled and
desecrated by the colonial army. We learn that on

e

Shaikh Mujibur
Rehman

is the author of a
forthcoming book,
‘Shikwa-e- Hind: The
Political Future of
Indian Muslims’ and
teaches at the Jamia
Millia Central
University, New Delhi

In the aggressive
quest for
electoral gains
using the trump
card of religion,
there ought to
be a quiet
realisation that
masjids are
central to the
religious lives
of Muslims

September 20, 1857, the British sepoys danced
around a victory fire inside the Masjid. It was
transformed into a military barrack.

Unspeakable forms of defilement took place
inside the Masjid premises during its military
occupation. In numerous ways Muslims paid a
disproportionate price with their lives and
property. They were humiliated for their
participation in what many historians call India’s
First War of Independence. Sadly, the Hindutva
right barely recognises Muslim sacrifice. Many
months later, the Jama Masjid was returned to
Muslims. Ilyse R. Morgenstein Fuerst’s book,
Indian Muslim Minorities and the 1857 Rebellion,
provides vivid details about various aspects of the
uprising and how it has impacted Muslim
identity.

Interestingly, there were discussions to
demolish the Jama Masjid during the 1857
rebellion. It was revealed by William Howard
Russell, who served as the Indian correspondent
for The Times during 1857-59. In his diary titled My
Diary in India, in the Year 1858-9, Russell wrote:
“It has been warmly suggested that we should
destroy the Jumma Masjid. The fact is that the
Mohammedan element in India is that which
causes us the most trouble....” Mr. Russell goes on
to add, “if we could eradicate the traditions and
destroy the temples of Mahomed by one vigorous
effort, it would be well for the Christian faith and
for the British rule.”

The Jama Masjid still stands in Delhi and has
been a witness to the challenges that Indian
Muslims have faced ever since. On December 6,
1992 when the Babri Masjid was demolished,
hundreds of Muslims gathered that evening at
Delhi’s Jama Masjid and were addressed by the
Shahi Imam. Nothing much was reported on
January 22, 2024, the inauguration of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya.

Ever since the Supreme Court of India’s verdict

in November 2019 on the Ayodhya dispute,
Muslims all over India have conducted
themselves with great dignity in the hope that it
would close the mandir-masjid conflict chapter
forever. But that does not seem to be the case
given the way the issue is still raised in the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s campaign by its tallest
leaders.

For the Jama Masjid’s renovation, a request
was made to the United Progressive Alliance
government to approve financial assistance from
abroad, which was turned down on the ground
that it could have security concerns. No security
concerns are seen in the global mobilisation of
resources by the Hindutva right for its activities.
In 2021, in response to a question raised in
Parliament on the state of the Jama Masjid and its
need for renovation, the Modi government
declined to do so.

The danger of further polarisation

The fact remains that masjids are central to the
religious lives of Muslims. The first Masjid of Islam
was built in Madina called Quba during the
Prophet’s time. At this point, the Hindutva right
has a template based on politics, mobilisation and
judicial intervention to grapple with future
mandir-masjid disputes based on what took place
between December 6, 1992 and January 22, 2024
or even prior to it.

Standing in its way is the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991 that aims to
maintain the religious character of places as they
existed on August 15, 1947. Given that changing
this Act of 1991 is far easier than the dilution of
Article 370, it is not hard to imagine what its fate
could be. Whatever it may be, the mandir-masjid
controversy may take centre stage and go beyond
Kashi and Mathura, deepening religious
polarisation even further and undermining
India’s fledgling secularism.
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Curative petition

e A curative petition is a petition that requests the court to
review its own decision even after a review petition is
dismissed.

e Curative Petition was first evolved by the Supreme Court
of India in Rupa Ashok Hurra Vs. Ashok Hurra & another
(2002).

e The question involved in this case was whether an
aggrieved person was entitled to any relief against the
final jJudgment of SC, even after the dismissal of the review

petition.

I, The Hindu analysis by saurabh pandey sir




e The Curative Petition concept is supported by Article 137 of the
Indian Constitution which states "It says that, subject to the
provisions of any law made by Parliament or any rules made
under article 145, the Supreme Court shall have the power to
review any judgment pronounced or order made by it".

e The limitation for filing a curative petition is 30 days from the

date of judgment.

The Hindu analysis by saurabh pandey sir



e A curative petition is usually decided by judges in the
chamber but if a request for an open-court hearing is made,
then such a hearing is allowed.

e If the petition lacks any grounds for reasonable consideration
then the court could impose “exemplary costs” on the
petitioner.

e Curative Petition will be entitled only after establishing that
there is a violation of the principles of Natural Justice

I, The Hindu analysis by saurabh pandey sir
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Wiorkers at the Hagaiuree Tea Garden i Lalgasgurl West Bengal S sy s

Death and distress
in the Dooars

T the bower reaches of the Himalayas in West Bemgal, workers struggle with hungen, poor pay, and the
intermittent shuting down of Linge tea plantations. The poverty is sometimes killing, repons
Shiv Sahay Singh. who met those involved i e production of tea

Imecest wen monchs: after her husband

Dhand Gwaon dicd at 58, allegedly of

starvation, Asharsnl Orson wighs

209 k. When she was rescued by the
districi admnistragion after pressure from iea
arden unsons and browgha to 2 hospital oa Fe-
bruary , 2024, four days afier Dhanks death,
Asharani weighed 26 k. Dhani was a worker a8
Macihu Tea Garden in Wit Bergal's Alipusduar
distries, which bad reopened in December 2001
after beingg dlosed for about seven years.

st0ed a 13,8 hggAm ickenoting severe: thinewess), is
frail and can barely walk. She mrumbles sthat the
Tospital is feeding her "eges, bamana, and rice’

Sl im shock, She{.ullm! ArEwer any Wmm
absout her death.

At Madhu Tea Garden, the old ramshackle hug
of the Oraons, barely held wogether by tarpaulin

cets, has been razed by Bajesh Lakra, 2 local
tribal leader, wha has built a new shed for Asha-
ragil, He has lunchid a camspain on social me.
dia in support of tea garden workers, weeks
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls. Hibksows lowers
o in the deserred compound.

Based in the Dooars, the ‘door to Bhutan,
rangng between B0 feties and 1500 et
abwwe sea beved, ks a blue-sky, geeen:hill, fowing:
rivulet remote area that people from around
Mookt $or 3 break, The peghon s diferest from
Daspeeling - the other vea-growing area of Bergal
it i8 sooker, wedler, e misty — with fhe bea it
well tasting different. The Dooar berew is bright,
smooth, and fultbodied, lighter than Assam, un-
likee Dearercling’s Glproticted soft, smoky liquos.

“This year, 2024, marks 150 yeass of tea pro-
dusction in the area, a5 tea planta-
Nl fn thse segion were sef up in 1574, 2 few de-
cades after Darjecling” says Bijoy Gopal
Chakraborty, the president of the Confederation
of IndEans Small Tea Growers Associations, a wea
irader based in the Docars.

Tha deeath of [dhani, 2 permanent worker, has
raksed questions abous Incomes lower than the
mindmuen wage, food insecurity, and a sick sec-
10r's wse by politicians 2 2 poll planik.

As per the Paschim Banga i*ha Majoor Samity
{PHCMS), 2 trade union rrpﬂ‘sc ting tea estate
workers, of the 150 g tea gandens, 18 02 in Ali-
puardiaar and s in Jalpakgan are chsed. The Tea
Hoard of India statistics sy that the annual pro-
huction of 1 froen Weest Berggal in 2023 was 422
million kg, 54.5% of which was produced from
Ul Dpasars,

P thee 3.5 ikl 1o 4 Lakh bea gaaden wogkers,
minimum wages and land ownership ane key i-
sues in the Lok Sabha elections, as the industry
Tolis ehee key e seats like Aliprduar snd falpai-
goari, wheere chections took place in the first phase
it Agaril 15,

Alipurduse
Jatpalguri

The uncertalnty of closure
Neqghbours and relatives of the Oracas sy the
couple could not get the benefits of the public
distribution system because Dhani Aadhaar
and ratkon cands werne pot linked, and the system
could ot recognise his fingeaprings, commen
among e vt dio marmal wark.

Katya Kharia, one of the neighbours, says the
family was recelving about 21,5040 per month by

ee

Thie workers
i small tea
rdens
et
aggriculural
Lawairers
and s v
hiave rights
af wiges
and
provident
fianel Rike: bigg
e ganden
ks

way of FAWLOI (Firancial Assistance i Workers

Wihan] wis weak and could not work. =We woakl
hielp them with rice, but it was not sufficiens,”
Khuska says, She akso complains that te wages,
wsually pad every pwo werks, are semetimes ire
wegguilar at the bea ganden.

The stasvation death allegation bed 1o -
findirg misshon on Febnuary 4 and 5 by members
af thee PRCMS and the Right 1o Food amd Work
Campaign (RTFWC-West Berggal chapter), which
s sapp

“The inactian by the government has madi
ghis entire population... alrcady weak dise v the

chesure, vulnerable. Dhami Orson, even
thatgzh he wins a permanent worker, was neghea-
ed by beth ihe ma t pwern.
ment_..,” the Eact-fmding report noted.

Asharani is vot the only one who has an

low B, Adter the alleged starvation

dl!\i.l.'!. the PBCMS and BTFWC conducted a sur-

ey BPISE seven tea In Alipurduaas andl

i districts. Chnt of the 122 tea garden

workers surveyed, 64 wene underweight, with a
MU bz nhan BRS ka2

Marayam and Swati Oraan, two tea
workers, complained that with e daily wige be-
ng 1350 (West Bengal's minsmum wage is 1376
per ey even for unskilled labour, it is difficul 1o
sustab (amilies. “Altes apening the garden, the
only we o not have 0o go ot 1o
work in otber places,” siys Marivai.

Tersha Oroan, arsotlsr v girden worker, is
recons; er an attacked
it and trampled upon ies remains a few manths
ago, ©1 was M - toechlight and a @rpastin

froam Eh but no com-

tation, but such inspections are never done.

Laws anad livelihoods

Chver tThe s 10 years, the Mininwm Wiges Advi-
sory Commitnes on Tea for the State of West Ben-
2l s ek 20 mueetinggs, but has not been ablle 1o
reach an agreensent on misimum wages. This
moeth, the Calowma High Counts Clrogit Bench m
Jalpaigar directed the Labour Commissioner of

rassed and evicted,” says Tahwar.

Sl sarys in 2000, the West Bergal governanen|
Fornsalated a Cha Sundari Scheme to provide free.
housing urits po tea garden workers, Now, in-
stead of houses, the grvermeent is issuing pattas
fioe 5 deckmts of Land (2 linle aver 2,000 square
Fieet) unider the Cha Sundasi Extension Scheme,
along with a 20.21akh bank cransfer, to build
houses. Peaple fear eviction, whether they ac-

|In$lm-|pfh i
o be Emplemented u'JIhrm two weeks. The last
||me||ww=aﬂn(mmuuuhnmrﬂmﬂ
wank o April 27, 203, when the State govern-
ment raised the daily wage rate from L2320
B250, This was challenged by various 1ea 1
wmmlhrlgrmn. ande
With more and more Ngmntmmhcrlum
ing sick or shuttering, small growers ane coneri-
buting to the bulk of the production n the tea
sector, The Tea Board of india data indicace that
in 2023, sEnsll 1es growers (aboist 34,000 i Lhe
Seane, with bess than 25 acres per famb comiriban
edto 18 million kg (54 5%) of the tea production
in e Do, swhereds g bea gardins prodacnd
||zm|||ml,g En face, across the State, small vea
growers eomlribate 63.7% 265 million kg of 422
million kg o all tea production in the State.
This s because the governments, both ag the
Saae sl Centre, are encoursging small tea grow-
exs. The big ganders, which employ a large mam-
ber of workers, are not getting any incentives.
Thee workiers in small bea gardens are tneated as
agricultural libourers and do mot have rights of
wages and provident fumd like big tea garden
workers,” says Amuradha Tabwar, a trade undon
activisi and.

comvener of PEEMS.

The entire exerciss by Uhe goemment i
el at wsurping our Luxl

KIESEN KHARLY
Uiar Rangl i Suramk Sangactan

Ui Diarpecling vea, wehich is straggling with
bow peoduction, tea growers in the Dooars face
price stagnation, “The vea fram the Dooars has
mol miade 3 brand for ieself ke Darjeeling tea oF
Asam tea s says Chakraborty, who ap-
privachees Phe subject Trom a trader's

not, as there i noclarity.

‘A Cha Sundari dwelling unit 2t Dekhlipara tea
garden in Alipusduar district is testament to-why
the scherne does ot have many takers, Dekhlap-
am is a tea garden that has been closed since
2004, Houses and general infrastnacture ane
cnambling. Yet, oun of the 327 dweiling units, only
70 have been occupied.

Bishal Malpakaria, who has shifted into the
Cha Sundark dwelling unir, says other mem
of his family live inthe tea. quarters. “This
i Jor a small Gamily” he 255 of their home mea-
suring 34 square fret.

Bishrs Tans], 3 worker at Dekhlepara, sy the
ganden was operational for eight moshs during
2023, giving people hope. He has not moved 10
e €l Sursdard dwelltsg i, bt Tanti has a¢-
cepeed the 212 Lekh and i building 2 kischen in
his tea garden quaners,

Iursclreds of workers have sgeeed to join the
sehemme and issued noe-abjecion ceriicans foe
the bind they currently occupy. They have re-
ceived am initil cash iransfer of 160,000, A few
2 il reskzing,

Ramdba mslw'n:ﬁm!mlhmuu
gardien workes, "My chwelling unit is spread over
10 decireals of land; why showld 1 agree toa paita
o five decimal he sy,

Orver the past few moshe, Kirsen Bhariaof Na-
galsares Tea Garden of Jalpanen disirict has
been trying 1o unite workers against accepti
Homearad D‘[una Khark says ecks w -
contingent of palice along with bocal  horis
triedd 1o survey the ganden and threatersed bim.

“We do not wam five decimals of lind. We
have been living in these houses for genertions.
s want v raghts Bo aise dwellings. The enitine
exercise by the governmens is aimed at usurping
our land,” sy Kharia, whe s associaved with the
U Baiggal Cha Shramak Sangathan,

Kharia says the government wants to sell iea
garden L | shiift the warkers

rather than a worker’s,

Rbe andcls than bow raingall in the Dooars i fore-
ing planters b0 use pesticides. Laa meanth,
Dought Jeaf sea Bactorbes. (BLFK) umoee to the Tea

sy

pensation.” sass llu_ Toetibe fosakdng Tensh, busy
ona v aftermoon at a betel nus plantation,
#o generate additional inconse.

Purturan Clnkrabulr.au yer

ihat they
Ty green leaves that meet the compliance san-
ddards of the Indian food safety regulatcs, the
kmtl Safety and Standards Authority of India.
o] the issue with Chief Minis-

o the Fac nding feam, says s per the Flania:
tions Labour Act, 1951, the tea garden manage

ment |s mandated to provide for repalr, whlm
they never do, bkeaving workers 6o fend for them-
sedves, He also adds that the Act mandates that
the Assistant Labour Commtssioner conduct an
imspection and take necessary steps: for rehabili-

Irr\hmn&uudﬂmndmuunnwlpdlg
for the Lok Sabha poll in morth Bengal. She as-
sured them thas she would leok inio ir.

Poll stops

In thee List Lok Sabha poll, the reglon had over-

whelmingly voted for the Bharatiya Janaga Pary

I I il 2021 Assembly edection, b, the BIP
The Tri-

into an inwisible rensote comer, The activist rel-
ers 1o the 2009 Tea Allied Business
Puslicy of the Seate gervermmeent, by which & masi-
musm of 1560 acres of 15% of tea planestion Land
could for toarism and other businesses.

Collapse and unceriainiy
Several bocal associstions amd unions under the
Danner of the Joint Action Committes fekled an
Independent candidate, Arjun Indevar, 62, for
thse Alipurducr Lok Sabha seat, s campaign was
st o che demarsd of land rights for tea weak-
ers. Indevar is from the Madbu Tea Garden and
sy tribals, Gorkhas, and other kocals have been

I thse area since BT, *The land of our
forefathers was taken away under Section & O of
e Wiest Mi‘&l'l I‘-&lalu P{MIOID et 1953, We

T our

copatinued with its electonl d
namool Congress leadership accuses (hc BIF ol
doirg mothing for the tea gardens. “The BJPs
aarantee ks 3 serogaanantes,” the Chiel Minister
Thaad saidl while rally it Aipurds
Apil 6, addieg that bes party had donie Bore.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. who in 2009
T dhesioed a “personal’ conmect with the people
o the Desars, harnaessing his chabwala nea seller)
past, had duaring this election campaign blamed
e West enggal giverniment fo the plight of bea
garden workers. Addressing a rally in Jalpatguri

e (r\(‘g

hiowses” he says.

Mralﬂ'rlll-\:. Kismat Mahali's house has bricks
[alling apary; there ks no elecrriciry. =1 have not re-
ceived momey under the Cha Sundar Exbersion
St | e 1 bkl el Biksa: s 50 4 i
sible,” Mahali, 2 worker a the tea garden, sy,
Kharia, whe was campaigning for Indevar, re-
i cuied s Malali narrates how difficult i is
10 stay in the dwellieg with her grandchikd. “tow
e |pewmll(|n.r ot b aceept the giveraent
scheme?™ Khat s2ys.

dlisaict on April 7 he had sad, “The
af
ammmm(kcmry.mwrh:nafﬂrm

turmred out tobe crucial this eection season. ~Tea
en wuekers lve o Band leased by the compa-
ny cmer from the State govermmennt. 5o, they

Th clesod Gekblapira Tea Ganen i Aslpaigurt, West engal ey i savs | have o Ll rights and are subject to being ha-

April the slow pro-
o | leaves room for chatter. At Nagaisures
acres, kabou

leapand attacks in ibe garden and that
gardens pay a higher incensive for those who
Plusck over 25 kg a day, the mandate.

Afew hunsdred neetres away from th tea bush-
5, there ks a mobile créiche, uhmrlu.lmmphr.
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e The Dooars or Duars are the alluvial floodplains in eastern-
northeastern India and southern Bhutan that lie south of
the outer foothills of the Himalayas and north of the
Brahmaputra River basin.

e This region is about 30 km (19 mi) wide and stretches over
about 350 km (220 mi) from the Teesta River in West Bengal
to the Dhansiri River in Udalguri district of Assam.

e The region forms the gateway to Bhutan. It is part of the
Terai-Duar savanna and grasslands ecoregion.
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Continued struggles

Ty gy R Ty
o rrRgetre g

Brazilian indigenous people from the Pataxo ethnic group march in Brasilia as part of the Acampamento Terra Livre (Free Land Camp) on
Thursday. Thousands of indigenous people take part in the largest annual demonstration, held since 2004, to demand their rights. AFp




Pataxo

e . [The Pataxod are an indigenous people in Bahia, Brazil with a
population of about 11,800 individuals.

* They once spoke the Pataxo language, but now speak Portuguese and a
revitalized version of the Pataxé language called Patxoha.

e The Pataxo's territory is part of a wider region traditionally inhabited by
the group.

e The region was mainly converted into private farms by settlers who
persecuted the Pataxod, and in 1961, they were expelled from the largest
remaining forest and integrated into the dominant society, losing their
indigenous identity and settling in cities.
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Sri Lanka leases its
white elephant airport

Agence France-Presse
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka said on Friday it
had leased Mattala Raja-
paksa International Air-
port, a white elephant in-
ternational airport built
with Chinese loans, to a fo-
reign joint venture, as the
island nation’s bankrupt
government seeks to of-
fload loss-making assets.

The small airport near a
wildlife sanctuary on the
southern coast opened in
2013 but was immediately
plagued by problems, and
has been a running sore on
state coffers since.

Government spokesper-
son Bandula Gunawardana
told presspersons that Ca-
binet had awarded a 30-
year lease to a joint ven-
ture between India’s Shau-
rya  Aeronautics and
Russia’s Airports of Re-
gions Management
Company.

He did not give further
financial details, but said
only four other companies
had shown an interest in
managing the isolated air-
port, which currently has
no scheduled flights.

The airport is named af-
ter former President Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa.
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Guns and roses

Spirit of revolution: A child holding a red carnation on top of a military vehicle during the 50th anniversary of the Carnation Revolution, a
military coup that put an end to Europe’s longest dictatorship and 13 years of colonial wars, in Lisbon on Friday. arp




Carnation Revolution

¢ The Carnation Revolution, also known as the 25 April , was a
military coup by military officers that overthrew the
authoritarian Estado Novo government on 25 April 1974 in
Lisbon, producing major social, economic, territorial,
demographic, and political changes in Portugal and its overseas
colonies through the Processo Revolucionario Em Curso.

e |tresulted in the Portuguese transition to democracy and the

end of the Portuguese Colonial War.
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SC backs EVMS, rules out revival of paper ballots

Court says ‘blind distrust’ not helpful, declines
plea for cross-verification of VVPAT-EVM count
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It tells the EC to explore possibility to devise
an ‘electronic machine’ to count VVPAT slips

It also advocates provision where key losing
candidates can request and pay for verification

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I Ian Friday upheld
the electronic vot-

ing machine (EVM) system
of polling and refused a
plea to revive paper
ballots.

“The weakness of the
ballot paper system is well
known and documented.
Keeping in view the vast
size of the Indian electo-
rate of nearly 97 crore, the
number of candidates who
contest the elections, the
number of polling booths
where voting is held, and
the problems faced with
ballot papers, we would be
undoing the electoral re-
forms by directing reintro-
duction of the ballot pap-
ers. EVMs offer significant
advantages,” the Supreme
Court reasoned.

EVMs were first used in
1982 in the Assembly con-
stituency of Paravur in Ker-
ala in 50 out of 123 booths.

The court said that
“blind distrust” of an insti-

tution or a system breeds
unwarranted scepticism
and impedes progress.

“We acknowledge the
right of voters to question
the working of EVMs,
which are but an electronic
device that has a direct im-
pact on election results.
However, it is also neces-
sary to exercise care and
caution when we raise as-
persions on the integrity of
the electoral process. Re-
peated and persistent
doubts and despair, even
without supporting evi-
dence, can have the con-
trarian impact of creating
distrust. This can reduce
citizen participation and
confidence in elections, es-
sential for a healthy and ro-
bust democracy,” Justice
Sanjiv Khanna observed.

The judgment of the
Bench, also comprising
Justice Dipankar Datta,
who penned a separate but
concurring opinion, coin-
cided with the second
phase of the ongoing Lok
Sabha election.

The court refused the

Vote of trust

The Supreme Court has said that the EVM system has served the
vast Indian electorate well. Other key observations:

PR | o T

\

® Over 118 crore electors have cast their
votes since EVMs were introduced in 1982

ballot units, 16.35
lakh control units
and 17.40 lakh VWPAT
units were used

3| ® For2024,97
crore people are
registered to vote;
21.60 lakh ballot
units, 16.80 lakh

® |n the 2019 General Elections, about 61.4
crore people cast their votes; 23.3 lakh

petitioners’ suggestion that
paper slips from Voter Ver-
ifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) units be handed
over to electors to take a
leisurely look before insert-
ing them into the ballot
boxes.

It further dismissed the
plea by the petitioners —
the Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms and Arun
Kumar Agarwal — for cross-
verification of all EVMs and
VVPATs across the country.
Now, only 5% of EVM-
VVPAT counts are random-

control units and
17.7 lakh VWPAT units
will be used

ly verified in any consti-
tuency.

“While we acknowledge
the fundamental right of
voters to ensure their vote
is accurately recorded and
counted, the same cannot
be equated with the right
to 100% counting of VVPAT
slips or a right to physical
access to the VVPAT slips,”
Justice Khanna noted.

The court refused to
strike down Rule 49 MA of
the Conduct of Election
Rules, which exposes a vo-
ter to penal proceedings

Campaign for
VVPATS to
continue: Cong.

NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties,
including the Congress, on
Friday said that they would
continue with their political
campaign on greater use of
voter verifiable paper audit
trail (VWWPAT) to increase the
public's trust in the electoral
process. » PAGE 3

under Section 177 of the In-
dian Penal Code for sub-
mission of false informa-
tion if his complaint of
mismatch between the
votes cast and votes count-
ed is not proved.

Key suggestions
The court suggested that
the Election Commission
(EC) explore the possibility
of devising an “electronic
machine” to count the
VVPAT paper slips.
“Manual counting of
VVPAT slips is cumber-

SC’s judgment a
tight slap to
Opposition: Modi

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday termed the Supreme
Court judgment on EVMs as a
“tight slap” to Opposition
parties, including the Congress.
He also demanded an apology
from them for “committing the
sin of creating distrust” over
EVMSs. » PAGE 3

some at every step. The
process cannot be expedit-
ed or hurried,” the EC had
said in its affidavit.

The court also suggest-
ed that political parties
could be identified with
unique bar codes, along
with their symbols.

In a separate direction
to the EC, the top court or-
dered that, from May I,
2024, Symbol Loading Un-
its should be sealed and se-
cured after the process of
loading symbols into
VVPATS is over.

The court directed that
the ‘burnt’ or uploaded
memory of the microcon-
trollers of 5% of EVMs can
be checked and verified by
a team of engineers from
the EVM manufacturers in
case of any suspicion of
tampering.

Such an exercise would
be initiated on the basis of
a written request from can-
didates who have come se-
cond or third in the vote
tally. The application for
verification should be sent
within seven days of the
declaration of the election
results. The District Elec-
tion Officer concerned, in
consultation with the team
of engineers, should verify
the authenticity of the
burnt memory of the mi-
crocontrollers of the
EVMs. The expenses of the
verification will be under-
taken by the applicant can-
didates or their representa-
tives. They will be
refunded in case it is found
that the EVMs have been
tampered with, the court
directed.




SC ON EVM

e Supreme Court says it's has given two directions -- one direction is
after the completion of the symbol loading process, the Symbol
Loading Unit (SLU) should be sealed and they should be stored at
least for a period of 45 days.

e The burnt memory in the microcontroller EVM shall be checked by a
team of engineers after the declaration of results on a request by
candidates in serial numbers 2 and 3, such a request is to be made
within 7 days after the declaration of results.

e “The actual cost to be borne by the candidate making the request.
Expenses to be refunded in case the EVMs are found to be tampered
with,

I, The Hindu analysis by saurabh pandey sir
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Q“From passion comes confusion of mind, then loss of
remembrance, the forgetting of duty. From this loss comes
the ruin of reason, and the ruin of reason leads man to

destruction.”
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