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World Health Organization (WHO) � stepped in to alert the
world about one of its biggest hidden health crises. 
It officially classified snakebite envenoming as a highest
priority neglected tropical disease.
A major issue is that the current process of producing
antivenom is outdated: it involves injecting large animals like
horses with snake venom and collecting the animals’ blood
for the antibodies it produces against the venom. 
But the horses’ blood could contain antibodies against other
microorganisms as well, even against other components of
the venom that are not harmful to humans

Snakebite as disease
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three-�finger toxins (3FTxs) — one of the most abundant and
lethal ingredients in elapid venoms. 
crystal structures of their antibody 95Mat5 and 3FTx-L variants
revealed that the antibody bound the toxin exactly where the
toxin would have bound its target receptor in human nerve and
muscle cells. 
By mimicking the receptor-toxin interaction, the antibody could
whisk the toxins away from the receptors and prevent them
from exerting their deadly effects.
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the Indian government and the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) launched the ‘human rights at sea’ initiative.
 Reports reveal cases of seafarers being held in foreign jails,
stranded in foreign waters, and subjected to illegal detentions.
‘Human Rights at Sea’ has highlighted abuses against Indian
seafarers, including 200 held in foreign jails and 65 stranded in
Indonesia for 151 days. 

‘human rights at sea’ initiative.
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The NHRC has highlighted the challenges of holding ship owners
accountable for violations against Indian seafarers operating under
foreign registrations to evade taxes and has stressed the need for
proactive cooperation among stakeholders and mechanisms to
protect human rights in the maritime industry. 
Maritime piracy is a growing concern for Indian seafarers.
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Currently representing 9.35% of the global seafaring population,
India aims to increase its share to 20% in the next 10 to 20 years,
with ship management companies playing a crucial role. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Indian seafarers demonstrated their
resilience and professionalism, enhancing India’s standing in the
global maritime market.
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Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) launched National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
in January, 2019 with an aim to improve air quality in 131
cities (non-attainment cities and Million Plus Cities) in 24
States/UTs by engaging all stakeholders. 
The programme envisages to achieve reductions up to 40%
or achievement of National Ambient Air Quality Standards
for Particulate Matter10 (PM 10) concentrations by 2025-
26.

NCAP
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82 cities under NCAP have been provided annual target of 3-15%
reduction of PM10 levels to achieve overall reduction of air
quality up to 40% PM10 levels, and 49 cities under XVth Finance
Commission air quality grant, have been given an annual target
of 15% reduction in annual average Particulate Matter10 (PM10)
concentrations and improvement of good air quality days (Air
Quality Index less than 200)
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There is also a lack of standard operating procedures for the
implementation process. 
Time-consuming tasks required to implement control measures
and the absence of well-defined timelines create further delays.
Yet other reasons include bureaucratic red-tape and lingering
doubts regarding the effectiveness of proposed mitigation
measures.
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Most cities proactively submitted their CAAPs yet their
implementation has been inconsistent. 
On average, only 60% of the allocated funds have been used
thus far, according to the Ministry. � 
Implementation delays hinder NCAP’s success, particularly
delays in approvals from the competent authorities. �
 Beyond the need for data and models, swift implementation on
the ground is essential. 
For this, implementation agencies should seek to reduce
bureaucratic red tape by utilising shared, standardised technical
evaluations
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Section 33 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951
(RP Act) contains the requirements for a valid nomination.
As per the RP Act, an elector above 25 years of age can
contest Lok Sabha election from any constituency in India. 
The proposer(s) of the candidate should however be
elector(s) from that respective constituency where the
nomination is being filed. 
In case of a recognised party (national or State), the
candidate needs to have one proposer. 

What does the Representation of the People Act, 1951 state
with respect to requirements for valid nomination?
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Candidates set up by unrecognised parties and independents
need to be subscribed by ten proposers. 
A candidate can file up to four nomination papers with
different set of proposers. This is to enable the acceptance
of nomination of a candidate even if one set of nomination
paper is in order. Section 36 of the RP Act sets out the law
with respect to the scrutiny of nomination papers by the
Returning Officer (RO).
 It provides that the RO shall not reject any nomination for a
defect that is not of a substantial character. 
However, it specifies that signature of the candidate or
proposer found not genuine is grounds for rejection.
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The RO also received affidavits from the proposers claiming
that they had not signed the nomination papers of the
candidate. 
He sought reply/clarification from the candidate within a day
on the objections raised. 
As the proposers could not be produced before the RO
within the stipulated time for scrutiny, all three sets of
nomination papers were rejected. 
The election rules allow for a substitute candidate to be
fielded by a political party. 
The nomination of this substitute candidate would be
accepted if the nomination of the original candidate is
rejected



The Hindu analysis by saurabh pandey sir

Article 329(b) of the Constitution read with RP Act provides
that no election shall be called into question except by an
election petition before the concerned High Court. 
One of the grounds on which such an election petition can be
filed is improper rejection of nomination papers
The RP Act provides that High Courts shall endeavour to
conclude such trials within six months, which has mostly not
been followed in the past. 
Speedy disposal of election petitions would be a step in the
right direction
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