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Topic-Article 371 A

SAURABH PANDEY

CSE

» .Article 371A of the Constitution of
India has been the major hurdle in the
Nagaland government’s efforts to
regulate small-scale illegal coal
mining activities in the State. Specic
to Nagaland, Article 371A has special
provisions guaranteeing the
protection of land and its resources
apart from the Naga customary law
and procedure.
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Article No. Subject-matter

371 Special provision with respect to the states of
Maharashtra and Gujarat.

371 —A. special provision with respect to the state of
MNagaland.

371 —B. special provision with respect to the state of Assam

371 —C. Special provision with respect to the state of Manipur

371 -D. Special provisions with respect to the state of Andhra
Pradesh or the state of Telangana

371 —E. Establishment of Central University in Andhra Pradesh

371 —F. Special provisions with respect to the state of Sikkim

371 -G special provision with respect to the state of Mizoram

371 —H. Special provision with respect to the state of Arunachal
Pradesh

371 —1. Special provision with respect to the state of Goa

371 —J. Special provisions with respect to the state of Karnataka
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+ Act of parliament relating to following matters would not
apply to Nagaland unless state assembly so decides:

+ Religious & social practices of Nagas

» Nagas customary law & procedure

» Administration of civil or criminal justice involving decisions
according to Naga customary law

» Ownership & transfer of land & its resources

Special responsibility of governor wrt law & order in the state
(after consulting COMs, but his decision will be final)
regarding internal disturbances occurring in Naga hills mainly

in Tuesang area (Special responsibility ceases if President
directs so)
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Jacaranda and
climate change

- Jacaranda mimosifolia is a sub-
tropical tree native to south-
central South America that has
been widely planted elsewhere
because of its attractive and long-
lasting violet-colored flowers.

* Itis also known as the jacaranda,

blue jacaranda, black poui, Nupur
or fern tree
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« Local scientists have begun
investigating how widespread
the early-bloom phenomenon
is, but they point to climate
change as the first culprit.

» “They are starting to flower in
January, February, which is
winter, when it is not yet their
time.
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£ Medicinal properties
of canabis

« The cannabis plant (Cannabis
sativa) has long been of
interest to psychiatrists for its
perceived effects on mood and
cognition.

* There is currently significant
research interest in using
cannabis-based compounds to
manage and/or treat
schizophrenia and cannabis-
use and heroin-use disorders.
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« The major psychotomimetic agent
in C. sativa is a compound called
delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC).

* There is growing interest in
another cannabinoid, cannabidiol
(CBD), which may have
antipsychotic, anti-inflammatory,
and neuroprotective properties.

» The plant’s flowering parts are
more potent than its leaves.
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The cannabinoid system

 The human cannabinoid system has two
cannabinoid receptors, called CB1 and
CB2.

« The naturally occurring substrate of the
CB1 receptor is anandamide, a
compound whose name comes from the
Sanskrit word ‘ananda’, meaning bliss.
CB2 is found in the spleen and testes
and to a lesser extent in the central
nervous system (CNS).

« CB1is found dildsely throughout the
CNS.

 The CNS is involved in the release of
various neurotransmitters, including
dopamine, noradrenaline, and
serotonin. CB1 is like a tratlcop: it
controls the level
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» The endocannabinoid system
(ECS) comprises a dense
network of chemical signhals and
cellular receptors.

« The cannabis plant works its
effect by hijacking this
machinery.

* The cannabinoid system
modulates a host of bodily
functions, including pain,
memory, psychomotor control,
sleep, and appetite
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Rare diseases

» According to the World Health
Organization, rare diseases
afflict 1 or less per 1,000

population.

Barely 5% of the over 7,000

known diseases worldwide are

treatable.

India accounts for one-third of

the global rare disease
incidence, with over 450

identified diseases.
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- Rare diseases are broadly
defined as diseases that
infrequently occurin a
population, and three markers
are used — the total number of
people with the disease, its
prevalence, and the
availability/non-availability of
treatment options.

WHO defines rare disease as
having a frequency of less than

6.5-10 per 10,000 people.
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« According to the Organization for
Rare Diseases India, these include
inherited cancers, autoimmune
disorders, congenital
malformations, Hirschsprung’s
disease, Gaucher disease, cystic
fibrosis, muscular dystrophies and
Lysosomal Storage Disorders
(LSDs)
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India’s fight against rare diseases
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month as Rare Disease Day, which
is marked today. The last day of
February every year is
consecrated to support crores of
individuals who, because of their
rare medical conditions, have long
Jected and stigmatised.

According to the World Health
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only basic treatment that alleviates
symptoms, Some require
exorbitantly priced antidotes and
supportive medication throughout
their lives, which they can't afford.

Rare diseases in India
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global rare disease e, with

cide:
over 450 identified diseases.
These range from widely known
ones such as Spinal Muscular
Atrophy and Gaucher's disease to
lesserknown ones such as
Mucopolysaccharidosis type 1 and
Whipple's disease. Roughly about
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not the government’s job.
Timely and accurate d
is indispensable for the robust
management of any disease, yet
for rare disease patients, it takes
an average of seven years for their
onditions to be diagnosed (f at
all). Physicians are generally
unaware of how to interpret the
signs and symptoms; healthcare
professionals must be trained to
improve their diagnostic ac
Expectant mothers with a history
of rare diseases in their family
must undergo mandatory
pre-natal screening and post-natal
diagnosis and care.
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than 20%. And in a classic case of
abdication of governmental
responsibility, NPRD has urged the
CoEs to crowdfund to treat rare
disease patients. A portal wi
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The way forward

Admittedly, the situation is not
easy for the government, and to its
credit, India has at least
recognised rare diseases.

However, the efforts are far from
satisfactory. It s imperative for the
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government waived off GST and
customs duty on medicines for
rare diseases. But this exemption
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THE SCENARIO IN INDIA

FROM OVER 7,000 IDENTIFIED RARE DISEASES, 95% DO NOT

HAVE ANY FDA APPROVED ORPHAN DRUGS

‘ 8 O%of the diseases
occur at birth
and are genetic in nature

ESTIMATES

9-10 crore | No. of people in India who
suffer from rare diseases, which is
25% of global patients

5.4 to 6.5 lakh |
No, pf people in
Hyderabad, of

a populationof
90 lakh, ‘o
who sufferfrom =~ =
rare diseases &

-t
o
-

”.

o

40% | Chances of error in
diagnosis during a patient’s first visit

4.8 years | Average
time taken for k
diagnosis

20 years | Maximum
time taken to detect

' 5O%babies born with

rare diseases

die within a year of birth

SOME RARE
DISEASES

» Thalassemia

» Sickle cell anaemia
» Ataxia

» Lysosomal storage
disorder

» Congenital
insensitivity to pain
(rarest of rare)

» Acquired aplastic
anaemia

» Muscular dystrophy

» Multiple sclerosis

7| » Sweet syndrome

» Paediatric
cardiomyopathy




HOW INDIA CATEGORIZES

RARE DISEASES

Group 1

Disorders amenable to
one-time curative treatment:

Treated with stem | Treated with organ
cell transplantation | transplantation

Group 2

Diseases requiring long term or lifelong
treatment with relatively low cost

Managed with special Amenable to

dietary formulae hormones
or food for special or specific
medical purposes drugs

Group 3

Diseases for which definitive treatment
is available but challenges are to make
optimal patient selection for benefit,
very high cost and lifelong therapy




What is
Dermatomyositis?

Dermatomyositis is a condition that
affects the muscles, skin, and blood
vessels, and it is both inflammatory and
degenerative. Inflammatory myopathies
are a category of disorders that cause
the body’s immune system to target
healthy muscle tissue.




* There are fundamental challenges
in the research and development
for the majority of rare diseases as
relatively little is known about the
pathophysiology or the natural
history of these diseases
particularly in the Indian context.

« Rare diseases are also difficult to
research upon as the patients pool
is very small and it often results in
inadequate clinical experience.

 Availability and accessibility to
medicines are also important to
reduce morbidity and mortality
associated with rare disease.
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National Policy for Rare
Diseases 2021 approved k1.

» Provides for » Assistance to be
financial support extended to not just
upto Rs 20L to BPL families, but to
individuals with about 40% of the
certain rare population who are
diseases that covered under
require one-time Pradhan MantriJan
treatment. Arogya Yojana

Government of India

* The financial
support will be
provided under
the umbrella
scheme of
Rastriya Arogya
Nidhi & not
PM-JAY
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On irregularities in vertical devolution

tations by different State governments in New Delhi have highlighted many disquieting issues in the practice of fiscal federalism in India. In light of this the
in vertical devolution through compensations to the States

16th FC must take initiative to correct historical wros

ECONOMIC NOTES requirements of the Union governn
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tal inequalities in devolution 5 the FCs that a certain share of the net
proceeds must be shared with all Stat
These shares wer
the 13th FC 2010 t
n Mth FC (2015 to 2020)
urgent redressal, First, the Ur 15th FC (2020 to 2025).
gover 1o keep an H X Annual estimates of net proceeds can
increasing share of its proceeds out of the 3 y - be obtained by deducting cesses,
surcharges, and costs of collection of

ble pool so that thy
red with States. Second|

taxes from the gross tax revenue. These

it has also




fedralism

 The net divisible pool, or net
proceeds, is that part of the gross tax
revenue from which a share would
have to be vertically devolved by the
Union to all States.

 Such shares are assighed by each FC
for a five-year period.

- Earlier, all corporation taxes and
customs duties were fully absorbed
by the Union, and only income taxes
and excise duties were shared with
the States.
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- However, with changes over the
years, culminating in a
constitutional amendment in
2000, all taxes of the Union were
added to the net proceeds.

 But there was a catch — cesses
and surcharges under Article 270
and Article 271 were kept out of
the net proceeds.

* In the past, such exclusion of
cesses and surcharges were based
on specific FC recommendations
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« But the amendmentin 2000 provided a
constitutional basis for it. Presently, the
net proceeds consists of the gross tax
revenue after the deduction of cesses,
surcharges and the cost of collection of
taxes.

Over the past decade or more, several
cesses and surcharges were introduced by
the Union government.

When the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
was initiated in 2017, the expectation was
that many cesses and surcharges would be
discarded and subsumed into the GST
system.

On the contrary, new cesses and
surcharges continued to be introduced,
and many old cesses and surcharges
remained outside the GST system.
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