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Anthropocene Epoch
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The proposal – to make the Anthropocene
Epoch official – came from the Anthropocene
Working Group of the Sub-commission of
Quaternary Stratigraphy (SQS-AWG).
 In the proposal, the group has said the start
date of the Epoch can be linked to the
formation of a particular layer of the ground. 
The SQS-AWG is a commission responsible for
recognising time units within our most recent
period of geologic time.
 Its members have been looking into the
question of formalising the Anthropocene
Epoch as the youngest epoch, superposing
the Holocene
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The Anthropocene is a proposed geological epoch
dating from the commencement of significant
human impact on Earth until now. 
It affects Earth's geology, landscape, limnology,
ecosystems and climate. 
The effects of human activities on Earth can be
seen for example in biodiversity loss and climate
change.
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While the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) had previously
identified around 13,000 plastic
chemicals, the report by a team of
European scientists found more than
16,000 chemicals in plastics — a quarter of
which are thought to be hazardous to
human health and the environment. 
The report, funded by the Norwegian
Research Council, comes as government
negotiators grapple with devising the
world’s �first treaty to tackle mounting
plastic pollution, as some 400 million
tonnes of plastic waste are produced every
year.

Plastic Pollution
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Despite New Delhi’s patience and
diplomatic tact, Male continues to deepen
its embrace of China. 
In contrast, Sri Lanka showed greater
sensitivity to India’s security concerns by
imposing a year-long moratorium on
foreign research ships, including Chinese
ones, to its ports. 
Last month, India’s SAGAR policy produced
a valuable dividend as the Prime Ministers
of India and Mauritius inaugurated a new
airstrip and a jetty in the Agaléga Islands,
boosting Mauritius’s capability to curb
illegal activities in its vast Extended
Economic Zone. 

India In Indian
ocean region
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.Both the Western Indian Ocean littered
with island nations and the Northern Indian
Ocean stretching from the Arabian Sea to
the Suez have become active geographies
again. 
The gradual regionalisation of the Israel-
Hamas confliict, as reflected in the attacks
by Houthi rebels on international shipping,
has now led to a massive drop in transits
through the Suez Canal. 
The diversion of ships to the longer route
around the Cape of Good Hope adversely
affects all nations in the region, big or
small. 
The new chain of developments is set to
expand the Chinese Navy’s footprint in the
region
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A clear pattern is emerging behind
Beijing’s quest for naval bases in
Djibouti, Kyaukphyu, Gwadar, and
Hambantota. 
This, combined with the nearly four-
year-old border standoff, which has
defied a diplomatic resolution, has
meant the two nations continue to
confront each other as adversaries
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India-European Free Trade
Association signeda Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA)  i.e. on 10th March 2024.
India has been working on a Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) with EFTA
countries comprising
Switzerland, Iceland, Norway &
Liechtenstein.

Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement

(TEPA) 
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For the first time, India is signing FTA with
four developed nations - an important
economic bloc in Europe. For the first time
in history of FTAs, binding commitment of
$100 bn investment and 1 million direct
jobs in the next 15 years has been given. 
The agreement will give a boost to Make in
India and provide opportunities to young &
talented workforce.
The agreement comprises of 14 chapters
with main focus on market access related
to goods, rules of origin, trade facilitation,
trade remedies, sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, technical barriers
to trade, investment promotion, market
access on services, intellectual property
rights, trade and sustainable development
and other legal and horizontal provisions.
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EFTA is an important regional group, with
several growing opportunities for
enhancing international trade in goods and
services.
EFTA is one important economic block out
of the three (other two - EU &UK) in
Europe. 
Among EFTA countries, Switzerland is the
largest trading partner of India followed by
Norway.
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The highlights of the agreement are:
EFTA has committed to promote investments
with the aim to increase the stock of foreign
direct investments by USD 100 billion in India
in the next 15 years, and to facilitate the
generation of 1 million direct employment in
India, through such investments. The
investments do not cover foreign portfolio
investment.
For the first ever time in the history of FTAs, a
legal commitment is being made about
promoting target-oriented investment and
creation of jobs.
EFTA is offering 92.2% of its tariff lines which
covers 99.6% of India’s exports. The EFTA’s
market access offer covers 100% of non-agri
products and tariff concession on Processed
Agricultural Products (PAP).
 Sectors such as dairy, soya, coal and
sensitive agricultural products are kept in
exclusion list.
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India has offered 105 sub-sectors to the EFTA
and secured commitments in 128 sub-sectors
from Switzerland, 114 from Norway, 107 from
Liechtenstein, and 110 from Iceland.
TEPA would stimulate our services exports in
sectors of our key strength / interest such as IT
services, business services, personal, cultural,
sporting and recreational services, other
education services, audio-visual services etc.
Services offers from EFTA include better
access through digital delivery of Services
(Mode 1), commercial presence (Mode 3) and
improved commitments and certainty for
entry and temporary stay of key personnel
(Mode 4).
TEPA has provisions for Mutual Recognition
Agreements in Professional Services like
nursing, chartered accountants, architects etc.
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Commitments related to Intellectual
Property Rights in TEPA are at TRIPS
level. The IPR chapter with Switzerland,
which has high standard for IPR,shows
our robust IPR regime.
India’s interests in generic medicines and
concerns related to evergreening of
patents have been fully addressed. 
India signals its commitment to
Sustainable development, inclusive
growth, social development and
environmental protection
Fosters transparency, efficiency,
simplification, harmonization and
consistency of trade procedures
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Q ‘’India-European Free Trade Association  Trade
and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA)  
will take india’s growth story to europe’but not
without challenges’ Elaborate 

प्रश्न ''भारत-यूरोपीय मुक्त व्यापार संघ व्यापार और आर्थिक
साझेदारी समझौता (TEPA) भारत की विकास कहानी को यूरोप
तक ले जाएगा' लेकिन चुनौतियों के  बिना नहीं' विस्तार से बताएं
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