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Geologists can’t agree when the
Anthropocene began, but it did

A doser examination of the

hunh om the geok

, triggering several debates
geological history is divided
imio nmlup]v epochs depending on their
natural character. We are official
currently in the Holocene Epoch, which
teed aroumid 11,700 years ago. But many
tists believe the Holocene Epoch has
ended and the Anthropocene Epoch has
started - a |¥vnm| of time characterised by
humanl scale effects on the
earth, including climate change and
pollution.

The proposal - to make the
Anthropocene Epoch official
the Anthropocens Working Group of the
Sub-commission of Quaternary
Stratigraphy (5Q5-AWG). In the proposal,
the group has sabd the start date of the
Epoch can be linked 1o the formation of a
i rlayer of the ground. As the
irface evolves, new |
rock, soil, and other materis
depasited on old ones. E: or
stratum, is thus a marker of & |m—u<:m

came from

The SOS-AWG is a commission
responsible for recognising time units
within our most recemt period of geologic
time. lis members have been looking inio
the question of formalisi

epoch
Mareh 4, 2024, the eommission, which
consists of topical experts, rejected the
proposal with a majority voting against it
They believed that addin
Anthropocens Epoch and ending
Holocene Epoch was not supported by
the scientific standards geologists follow
to define geole | time intervals. But the
rejection did not settle the issue.

How long has the Epoch been under
study?
The Dutch atmospheric chemist Paul

Scientihc
he Inter

(IGEP) in Cuernava
co-authored an
biologist Eugene Stoermer in a

new Ime-: Here, he defined a putative
epoch o mark the start of

s tr.mdunn.ﬂmn or the planet.

wider acceptance for his neologism, He
1the onset of the

ne Epoch coincide with the
Revolution from the late 13th

Industriz
century,
There are conceptual antecedents of

the term ‘Anthropocene’ in older
literature. In Man and Nafure (1864}, the
American polymath George Pekins Marsh
presented perhaps the first major, and
discussion of the
anthropogenic changes wrought by
humean activit The Italian geologist
and priest Antonio Stoppani, in a book
published between 1865 and 1870,
referred o an “Anthropozoic” era in
stratigraphic terms.

archacological and historical antecedents of human impacts rey
the natural environment over the ages. they reached astate of heightened activity only si

Hrydrey

At the close of the nineteenth century,
Svante Arrhenius and Thos
Chamberlain were exploring the
relationship between carbon dioxide
concentration in the atmosphere and
global warming. In an article published
merican
Scienitist in January 1945, Viadimir 1.
Vernadsky, the Russian-Ukrainian
nthropogenic
" in rather optimistic terms, In those
hz wdy days of Soviet communism,
man/woman was expected to abw
able to triumph over nature.

When was the Epoch to commence?
The rejected propesal, which has been in
discussion for many years, suggested
nmencing the Anthropocene Epoch in
952, when the first layer containing

hydrogen bomb tests formed, Those
opposed to the proposal have argued Ih at
large-scale, anthropogenic changy
been in the making for nullmm.l and
an't be ascribed to singular events

The proposal also risked sowing
n about the deep history of how
humans are transforming the planet. The
human impact was evident when the
oothed cats began to disappear
North America and the woolly
i about 10,000
o became
more visible in the “fertile crescent” of
West Aska midway through the Holocene

|b|l‘n}
mvironment, including
sation, irrigation, groundwater
extraction, d;umllin;.. nd the industrial
production of nitrogen- rich fertilisers.
wven around 1850, the of

ee

As the earth's surfce evolves, new
lavers of rock. soll, and other mater
are deposited on old ones. Each ;
or stratum, is this a marker of &
previous era

o,

dioxide and methane, were risin
accelerated rate. These compounds can
maodify the environment such that it
becomes unfriendly to many forms of life.

aof post-Industrial era?
ination of the
ntecedents
mpacts reveals that while
15 left an indelible mark on the
wral envirogument over the the:
[t
ing of the Industri;
Revolution. th ample, consider four
important markers of the Anthropocene
Epoch.

The first is temperature - specifically,
the predicted increase in the global
rrage surface temperature, at least by
ees but possibly by as much as 6.4
degrees C by the end of this eentury
{which would be
last thermal maximum 40 million
ago). Second, the quickeni
s species at a scale similar in
magnitude 1o major extinction event
that eccurred 80 million yea

Third, a dramaric incre.
erosion and the denudation of continems,
ata pace an order of magnitude g
than uh at one would expect from purely
natural processes. Finally, bath
coelerating urbanisation, land-use
changes s, and o u|hw| migration have
been ace jial water

However,
archaeolo
of human
T

5,'
¥

ars

two major greenhouse rhaon

<|l|||<t|c>n.uhl shaor I\ Over the last

eightened activity only
1

n all-time high since the

setinetion of

als that while humans have lefi an indelible mark on
¢ the beginning of the Industriz

Revolution

CEntury or %o, many major rivers that
have been dammed and diverted have lost
their water-carryil i

While the
Prof
corresponding 1o Ihv
need not reject the possibiliny of.m
Anthropocene Epoch or a repres
aphic period altogether.
Epich may well have begun with the
Industrial Revelution, around 1760. The
resulting evidence of human impact is
now preserved in geological material in
the form of fallout from nu bomb
tests as well as microplastics, pesticide:
the bodies of inw: ape and more.

I Fact, the argument that the rejection
of the Anthropecene Epoch proposal is
because of the fairly recent date of
commencement and its shallow depth
misses the larger picture, When Dr.
Crutzen proposed the erm
‘Anthropocene’, it was an ‘lcuph.
that human: hmltsﬂn.
functionir
earth, but it wasn't until the 131 century
that the whobe earth system began o
rapidly destabilise, pc
threat to all hlu]m..u entitie:
acentury.

e information drilled from glaciers
and ice-sheets adds v this picture: the
atmospheric concentrations
greenhouse s and temperature
1 sharply and unprecedemedly for
st time in the post-Industrial era as
rs. Even if the

began millennia
ago, it entered a new phase in this
century - a phase that has also brought 1o
bear consequences that are unique to this
century.

(LR Rajendran is an aditmet professor
at the National Institire of Advanced
Studies, Bengalurn, and director of the
nsortiim for Sustainalle De
Ine., Commaeticut.)

v

i less than
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Anthropocene Epoch

e The proposal - to make the Anthropocene
Epoch official - came from the Anthropocene
Working Group of the Sub-commission of
Quaternary Stratigraphy (SQS-AWG).

In the proposal, the group has said the start
date of the Epoch can be linked to the
formation of a particular layer of the ground.
The SQS-AWG is a commission responsible for
recognising time units within our most recent
period of geologic time.

Its members have been looking into the
question of formalising the Anthropocene
Epoch as the youngest epoch, superposing
the Holocene

pandey sir




The road to the Anthropocene epoch
Eras since life on Earth began

Palaeozoic
541-252mn
years ago

Mesozoic Cenozoic

"

Oligocene i Pliocene T Holocene
SoL s 34-23mn 5-2.6mn 11,700 years
Images: Natural Histary Museum/Creamstime

Pleistocene ago - now
2.6mn-11,700




e The Anthropocene is a proposed geological epoch
dating from the commencement of significant
human impact on Earth until now.

o |t affects Earth's geology, landscape, limnology,
ecosystems and climate.

e The effects of human activities on Earth can be
seen for example in biodiversity loss and climate
change.

ANTHROPOGEMNIC DEPOSITS ORBITAL-FORCING

. Artificial deposits @St?a level change
. Anthropogenic structures

. Novel minerals SEOCHEMICAL

@ Modification of drainage systems @ Cryasphere

(&) Anthropogenic soils (LD speleathems ANTHROPOGENIC INFLUENCE
S—— :2;:2;::rgﬂmc contamination . e

@ Megafauna O Direct and indirect

@ Reef ecosystems CATASTROPHIC EVENTS O Indirect

. Microflora and microfauna Volcanic eruptions O Mo influence
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estimated by environmental agencies, a
report published on Thursday found,
raising questions over pollution and
consumer safety.

While the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) had previously
identified around 13,000 plastic
chemicals, the report by a team of
European scientists found more than
16,000 chemicals in plastics — a quarter
of which are thought to be hazardous to
human health and the environment.

The report, funded by the Norwegian
Research Council, comes as government
negotiators grapple with devising the
world’s first treaty to tackle mounting
plastic pollution, as some 400 million
tonnes of plastic waste are produced
every year.

“To robustly solve plastic pollution,
you actually have to look at the full life
cycle of plastics and you have to address
the chemicals issue,” said report
co-author Jane Muncke, managing
director of the Swiss nonprofit Food
Packaging Forum.

That’s because plastic chemicals can
leach into water and food.

“We’re finding hundreds, if not
thousands, of plastic chemicals in people
now and some of them have been linked
to adverse health outcomes,” Muncke
said.

Such impacts include fertility issues
and cardiovascular disease.

Often producers don’t know
which Kkind of chemicals they

have in thair nreadnete and i

The hindu analysis by saurabh o okl ey
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Plastic Pollution

e While the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) had previously
identified around 13,000 plastic
chemicals, the report by a team of
European scientists found more than
16,000 chemicals in plastics — a quarter of
which are thought to be hazardous to
human health and the environment.

e The report, funded by the Norwegian
Research Council, comes as government
negotiators grapple with devising the
world’s Ofirst treaty to tackle mounting
plastic pollution, as some 400 million
tonnes of plastic waste are produced every
year.
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All eyes are now on the Indian Ocean region

hile the Indian
Eovernment's
focus from
January 2021 was
fixed on the Indo-Pacific with a
sustained endeavour to strengthen
the Quad, policy attention has
shifted back to the Indian Ocean
since October 2023, OF course, the
Indo-Pacific strategy covers both
the Pacific and Indian Oceans, but
when danger deepens, the
immediate neighbourhood
matters more than distant shores.

The policy shift

The Maldives, with Mohamed
Muizzu as President, seems to be
heading on a collision course with
India. Despite New Delhi's
patience and diplomatic tact, Male
continues to deepen its embrace
of China. In contrast, Sri Lanka
showed greater sensitivity (o
India’s security concerns by
imposing a vear-long moratorium
on foreign research ships,
including Chinese ones, to its
ports. Last month, India’s SAGAR
policy produced a valuable
dividend as the Prime Ministers of
India and Mauritius inaugurated a
new airstrip and a jetty in the
Agaléga Islands, boosting
Mauritius’s capability to curb
illegal activities in its vast
Extended Economic Zone,

Both the Western Indian Ocean
littered with island nations and the
Northern Indian Ocean stretching
from the Arabian Sea to the Suez
have become active geographies
again. The gradual regionalisation
of the Israel-Hamas conflict, as
reflected in the attacks by Houthi
rebels on international shipping,
has now led to a massive drop in
transits through the Suex Canal.
The diversion of ships to the
longer route around the Cape of
Good Hope adversely affects all
nations in the region, big or small.

The new chain of developments
is set to expand the Chinese Mavy's
footpring in the region. Its broad
objective is to assert dominance.
With the Maldives as a willing
partner, Beijing lost little time in
announcing a new agreement
under which unspecified military

Rajiv Bhatia

53

Distinguished Fellow
Gatdway House, 153
former ambassador
and the author of
‘India-Adrica
Relations: Changing
Haorizons”

Both the
Western Indian
Ocean and the
Northern Indian
Ocean have
become active
geographics
again

assistance would be extended
gratis to Maldives. This comes
when 88 Indian military
personnel, deployed with the host
nation’s consent to operate
humanitarian flights of three
aviation platforms, has been
replaced by a civilian group.

The strategic contestat
between China and Indi
intensifying. Much of China's trade
and energy supplies pass through
the region, so its case for security
for its supply routes cannot be
dismissed. But what is worrisome
is its strategic intent to create an
adverse environment for India’s
security by turning the country’s
neighbours against it. A clear
pattern is emerging behind
Beijing's quest for naval bases in
Dijibouti, Kyaukphyu, Gwadar, and
Hambantota, This, combined with
the nearly four-year-old border
standoff, which has defied a
diplomatic resolution, has meant
the two nations continue to
confront each other as
adversaries.

India has been facing a “bully”
in a very “determined manner,”
observed India’s defence secretary
recently. He spoke not only of the
border situation but also of the
Indo-Pacific where “a pivotal
moment” was being witnessed.
India and the U.S., he underlined,
were key stakeholders in the
Indo-Pacific region. Cooperation
helps them in addressing the
strategic competition with China.
Collaboration in underwater
domain awareness has been
identifed as a key goal in dealing
with the “emerging” threats,

Besides the U.5., where do the
LLK,, European Union, Fra
and Germany stand as far as
Indian Ocean rivalries are
concerned? Geographic proximity
to the region demands that they
take a clear line on China's
activities. While they are
concerned about Beijing’s illegal
claims in the South China Sea,
they must see that a similar kind of
assertiveness and hostile intent is
building up in the Indian Ocean
too. Each of these players seeks
closer economic and security

15
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cooperation with India, and
incremental progress is taking
place. But they display a ‘studied
ambiguity’ when it comes to
interpreting China's behaviour and
the long-term motivations driving
it. The geographic distance of the
European nations from China
gives them a sense of security.
They should re-examine the
fundamental tenets of their Asia
strategy. But will they, given their
excessive preoccupation with the
conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza?
Recent interactions with European
officials and scholars generate
limited hope; therefore, the task to
persuade them must go on.

India’s other options

The government has other options
too. First, India needs to convey a
clear message to its strategic
partners that while it is conscious
of its Indo-Pacific responsibilities,
it prioritises the Indian Ocean
region. Second, a critical audit of
the Indian Ocean Rim Association
{IORA) and the Colombo Security
Conclave (C3C) is needed. While
I0RA is underperforming and has
become too amorphous to be
effective, the CSC faces the danger
of losing a key member, the
Maldives, if the island nation's
partnership with China deepens.
It may be time for New Delhi to
encourage the creation of a new
mechanism with the objective of
bolstering maritime security and
optimising the potential for the
Blue Economy. This group could
comprise four nations from the
neighbourhood (India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, and Myanmar) and
four island states (Mauritius,
Seychelles, Comoros, and
Madagascar). The ninth se
be kept for the Maldives
adopts a sensible policy. This
group can be named the ‘Indian
Ocean Cooperation Organisation.’
Third, Foreign Affirirs Insights &
Review ranked the Indian Navy the
seventh most powerful in the
world. As India aims to become
the third largest economy, it
should find new budgetary
resources for its Navy to make it
the third or fourth strongest.

THE HINDU




India In Indian
ocean region

e Despite New Delhi’s patience and
diplomatic tact, Male continues to deepen
its embrace of China.

e |In contrast, Sri Lanka showed greater
sensitivity to India’s security concerns by
imposing a year-long moratorium on
foreign research ships, including Chinese
ones, to its ports.

e Last month, India’s SAGAR policy produced
a valuable dividend as the Prime Ministers
of India and Mauritius inaugurated a new
airstrip and a jetty in the Agaléga Islands,
boosting Mauritius’s capability to curb
illegal activities in its vast Extended
Economic Zone.

The hindu analysis by saurabh
pandey sir




!;f“.: I;'rlh". ¥
C Ui
\ = ‘ﬁlwx.
e A
- -
f ,
P
{
. o
vtetnam_.[,
# :\_as-,;,
. Maldives | (:umlmdn '
L
Sri Lanka \ . Hrﬁ;ci
Singapore——
Seychelles
® Indonesia .
...p.......--?,

Comoros Malaysm I

— Timor-Leste
Mauritius
-

Madagascar

Mozambigue Sub Regions

= Africa and Middle East
H South Asia

=] East Asia and Pacific

India’s Presence in the Indian Ocean

Iran Myanmar
[canstruction of Chabahar I (construction of Sittwe Port,
Paort, submarine training) expart of weapons)

UAE

(cooperation with - = | o Thailand
India’s oil reserves) Bangladesh {jodnt patrol, Naval training)
(financial aid for Alr Force)
Oman M
o ) alaysia
(perrmission for Indian Mavy (joint patrol, Air Force
use of the part of Dugmy) training)
L ]
Seychelles - INDIA | ~ Singapore
iIndian base on Assumption BN . — b ] 7L (joint exercises, joint patrols,
Island (pending), provision of leasing of training ground)
patrol boats, training) — /
Indonesia
Mauritiug 5ri Lanka (Joint patrol, repairing of
(naval communication facility, . y (export of patrol fighter jets)
provision of patrol boats, boats) .-
training) . Australia
. Maldives (jnint exercises, joint infrastructure
Madagascar (provision of development, security cooperation
{nawval communication facility, o patrol planes Andaman Nicobar with the US, Japan, France,
permission for Indian Navy and helicopters, Islands (modemisation India and Indonesia etc)
use of port) training) of bases)
Reunion Island, France Diego Garcia island, US (UK)
(permissian for Indian Mavy o (permission for Indian Navy Eﬁh'sa'l"i':i

usa of base) use of base) .




o
hinese Port Investments Y |
F . . . = =G ATEWAY HOUSE
" in the Indian Ocean Region s
4 o
= 7
' Sokhna : _;.".'.' -
Port > ¢ 2
| | == . ¢ e
Khalifa ()} Gwadar{&5¢T) Karachi =
Port' Port ~(Deepwater L a1 e /
) Tern'ii’r_}al] 4 : o .,_..-/‘
Livestock | f 1 S
Terminal, ~ r j
Port Sudan il o J e
) __f./"" ! : s
- — / : / ;
Doraleh ¢ ] ) i T b
Multipurpose S 7 7 A 'S
J J s \ s ¢ ) 1
Port / Colombo £iF . - g s iy o)
¢ Terminal ') Hambantota g aeen 1
/ (cicn Port _ : : X
/ Malacca (1) 3
Y Port, - W ) —
/ B N P dad
/ 2 /
il Lamu . 1
Mombasa () Port e TN e D oy
Port / - . L
3 { - -t
agamoyo (- . SR AT
Po?t v ) Dar es Salam - >
| Port - st
{ y Darwin [ F
b Port
d o R
///’ _/II:
r /
/



e .Both the Western Indian Ocean littered
with island nations and the Northern Indian
Ocean stretching from the Arabian Sea to
the Suez have become active geographies
again.

e The gradual regionalisation of the Israel-
Hamas confliict, as reflected in the attacks
by Houthi rebels on international shipping,
has now led to a massive drop in transits
through the Suez Canal.

e The diversion of ships to the longer route
around the Cape of Good Hope adversely
affects all nations in the region, big or
small.

e The new chain of developments is set to
expand the Chinese Navy’s footprint in the
region
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e A clear pattern is emerging behind
Beijing’s quest for naval bases in
Djibouti, Kyaukphyu, Gwadar, and
Hambantota.

e This, combined with the nearly four-
year-old border standoff, which has
defied a diplomatic resolution, has
meant the two nations continue to
confront each other as adversaries
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On FTAs with European countries

What are the key componerts? For tradir
market? What are th

EXPLAINER

RV, Anuradha

The story so far:
Tt Tnudica-E

greement
in India's recent Free
Agreements (FTAS). As
the thrust of the FTA i de
engagement with the E
Free Trade Association) countries
Switzerland, Norway, leeland and
Liechtenstein. It heralds the westward tilt
of India's FTAs, being the first with any
European country and the western world.

What does this mean?
The successhul conclusion of an FTA with
developed countries including
Swirzerland and Norway is a signd
positive signal to the world, showcasing
Indi rm commitment to irade
liberalisation at a time of rising
protectionism across both duulup-ul
developing countries. F
partners,
attractive since it represents s

i s o access a I'i
market 'I'h\' TEPA negmiations started
almost 15 y hack; however, these were
rapidly concluded in the Last few months,
l]IISA' on (Iu- heels of the swift uuulm n
alia and the UAE. The
ULK. and the EU are
N advanced stage.

What are the key features of TEPA?
Investment: TEPA sets out a tar E
S100 billion investment into India from
FTA countries, and consequent one
million jobs over vear period. It also
provides India the ability to withdraw its
tariff concessions if such expected
investment is not achieved. A closer look
atthe legal text reveals that for the
promised investments and jobs 1o
nnkrl.:lm. twoe ndltmlh nu.-d to be
5

a

all, a statement of positive intent, and
its benefits will be dependent on the
private sector's responsiveness to the
TEPA.

Trade in goods: the chie 1 here i3
mr EFTA's market, which can have more
ss to India due to tariff concessions.
lndu mandated to eliminate tariff on
most products within seven 1o 10 yvears,

oils ]|L
2 of sweets
and processed foods incuding chocolage
. Also N’\l‘ll‘!! are

and steel prodcts, and most machinery,
iffs on cut and ;ml:-.lu'd

s,
uxl\“;kd tari [\l:lk.ls fol |||\\\ wines
priced berween $5 and less than $15 will
see a duty reduction from 150% w 100%
in the first year, which will then decrease
gradually to 50% over 10 y
costing $15 or more, the initial duty cut is
from I50% 1o L eventually reducing to
25% after 10 years

Gold, which accounts for 80
merchandise imports from EFTA

fthe

|MI ners, 1s
other challenge

Fresh start: U

Piyush Goyal d

countries, as well as dairy, sova, coal and
somme sensitive agriculiural products ha
been excluded from India's tariff
comcession list.
With regard to Indi wports to EFTA,
there will be no matertal impact since
most products Boe very bow or 2ero taril
for nations which have the Most Favoured
Nation {MFN) status in EFTA countries.
For example, value w
51.3 billiony merchand
Switzerlang
tariff is 4

would bc negligible due to
luse:
Tr'nl(" in ser

low trade v

ubject to compliance v
framework. Both Norway and Swit
hawe committed four and three yea
ighly skilled Im|u|u
A-COTporate
ining work

subject to obt

inry-grinties of actual service
ted by r<':.:u| I[||r:.'

= |\|nj,|]1\-||_1|| rrition of \|\|\||1||\\|L|m1:.u|
rvice suppliers through streamlining the
various requirenents, including the
ssibility of achiev u,u|u| alence by
Iy demic or iraining
requirements, rather than having to
repeat the nlur professional degree.

a Free Trade Agreement with India atractive becanse they can s
s at a time of rising protectionism across both developed and developing countries?

pass Indi

SIGNING CEREMONY

providing such servic
H wre from previous FTAs of
India, benehits of the trade in service
chapter would extend vo any juridical
person (i, corporate entity) by merely
being incorporated in an E
while having
other WTO member, including those with
which India does not have FTAs. This will
allow free ride J ing from the

TEPA. The investment chapter stems that
risk by requiring benefits to be confined
only o entities having substa
business : jes within the EFTA;
however, services related to commercial
esenice will be governed by the services

depa

Sustainable development: the TE
chapter on Trade and Sustainable
Development {TSDY, comprising
commitments on environment and labour
aspects, represems a first for India in any
FTA. India has so far been sceptical of
linking environmental and labour related
issues within a FTA, given the concern
= may simply become prosies for
protectionist measures,
refers to a range of multi

conventions, whose implementation is
Basesd on a balance of rights and
obligations. For example, the UN
I-'r.'mwm:rk vention on Climate
hange and Paris Agreement recognises
1||Il\~|\-||u al obligations for de \\'["|I.'\| and
developing countries. Labour
conventions under the International
Labour Organdzation (ILO) are based on a
tripartite framework imvolving the
government, as well as organisations

Delh:

implementation of environmen

labour obli

under the TSD chapter, is respectful of

the balance inherent in multilateral

environment and labour convention
Intellectual property rights: the

countries are home to several

al and high technology

has been commitments

righis that exceed the WTO's
Trade-Relaed .\_\pm 15 of Intellectual
RIPS) Agreement. The
nod to some of these.

imilarly, a
nt unider ndian law is

u-qulmm:nl as it exists under Indian Law,
may need reconsideration w make it case
ndments 1o Indi

gning of the T
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Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement

(TEPA)

e India-European Free Trade
Association signheda Trade and
Economic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) i.e. on 10th March 2024.

e |India has been working on a Trade
and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) with EFTA
countries comprising
Switzerland, Iceland, Norway &
Liechtenstein.
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four developed nations - an important
economic bloc in Europe. For the first time
in history of FTAs, binding commitment of
$100 bn investment and 1 million direct
jobs in the next 15 years has been given.
The agreement will give a boost to Make in
India and provide opportunities to young &
talented workforce.

The agreement comprises of 14 chapters
with main focus on market access related
to goods, rules of origin, trade facilitation,
trade remedies, sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, technical barriers
to trade, investment promotion, market
access on services, intellectual property
rights, trade and sustainable development
and other legal and horizontal provisions.
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several growing opportunities for
enhancing international trade in goods and
services.

e EFTA is one important economic block out
of the three (other two - EU &UK) in
Europe.

e Among EFTA countries, Switzerland is the

largest trading partner of India followed by
Norway.
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e The highlights of the agreement are:

e EFTA has committed to promote investments
with the aim to increase the stock of foreign
direct investments by USD 100 billion in India
in the next 15 years, and to facilitate the
generation of 1 million direct employment in
India, through such investments. The
investments do not cover foreign portfolio
investment.

For the first ever time in the history of FTAs, a
legal commitment is being made about
promoting target-oriented investment and
creation of jobs.

EFTA is offering 92.2% of its tariff lines which
covers 99.6% of India’s exports. The EFTA’s
market access offer covers 100% of non-agri
products and tariff concession on Processed
Agricultural Products (PAP).

Sectors such as dairy, soya, coal and
sensitive agricultural products are kept in
exclusion list.
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e India has offered 105 sub-sectors to the EFTA
and secured commitments in 128 sub-sectors
from Switzerland, 114 from Norway, 107 from
Liechtenstein, and 110 from Iceland.

e TEPA would stimulate our services exports in
sectors of our key strength / interest such as IT
services, business services, personal, cultural,
sporting and recreational services, other
education services, audio-visual services etc.

e Services offers from EFTA include better
access through digital delivery of Services
(Mode 1), commercial presence (Mode 3) and
improved commitments and certainty for
entry and temporary stay of key personnel
(Mode 4).

e TEPA has provisions for Mutual Recognition
Agreements in Professional Services like
nursing, chartered accountants, architects etc.
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e Commitments related to Intellectual
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Property Rights in TEPA are at TRIPS
level. The IPR chapter with Switzerland,
which has high standard for IPR,shows
our robust IPR regime.

India’s interests in generic medicines and
concerns related to evergreening of
patents have been fully addressed.
India signals its commitment to
Sustainable development, inclusive
growth, social development and
environmental protection

Fosters transparency, efficiency,
simplification, harmonization and
consistency of trade procedures

pandey sir




Courses LIVE -(saurabh pandey cse app)
Must for upsc prelims 2024

saurabhpandeyupsc.com

e Agriculture for GS

¢ International relation

e 2 YRS Advanced current affairs
¢ sci- tech

e 10 full length test

courses link in description box

ng for any query 905792164¢€
e ——————————
PRELIMS TEST 25

Advanced current affairs

LIVE

ALL Tests revision pdf
included

SAURABH PANDEY

m
FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIANCE



saurabhpandeyupsc.com

B Google Play Games Apps Movies &

Saurabh Pandey CSE

Saurabh Pandey CSE

SAURABH PANDEY
€

FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIANCE

CCCCCC

o
e P FACUL LY App support
()
| -
[——=] =
— e

For any query msg-
9057921649

Classes on laptop-
https://web.saurabhpandeyupsc.com/login



https://web.saurabhpandeyupsc.com/login
https://web.saurabhpandeyupsc.com/login

%’ﬁ

g Target Mains 2024

Q “India-European Free Trade Association Trade
and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA)
will take india’s growth story to europe’but not
without challenges’ Elaborate

U " HRA-IRIUHT {36 AR Y ATIR 3R i
ATgieRt S9Ear (TEPA) MR &Y faerT shgr-t ot grig
deh o SITQT sfch=T Aot o famm gl faar | e

SEND ANSWER- SAURABH PANDEY UPSC
Telegram channel

For any query msg-
9057921649
mail-
saurabhpandey456321@gmail.
com



International Relations

LAUNCHED

Target Prelims 2024
S

International «
Relations I || I

LINK IN DESCRIPTION




Agriculture for GS

Target Prelims 2024

Basics and current affairs

Agriculture for
General studies

3asic and advance Topics International Relations

LAUNCHED

Target Prelims 2024
e I Target Prelims 2024

Course on Advance
Topics of Science &
technology

Baslcs and current affairs

International
Relations

Link in description

[opics from last 2 yrs
Special focus on

_________

the hindu




How to watch

classes ??

1- Download Saurabh
pandey cse app
2- visit
web.saurabhpandeyupsc.com

For any query msg- 9057921649



Courses Active

Prelims test series on advanced
current affairs (total 50 tests)Saurabh
Pandey UPSC: Home ( Every Thursday

and saturday)

visit saurabhpandeyupsc.com

For any query msg- 9057921649
mail-
saurabhpandey456321@gmail.com


https://saurabhpandeyupsc.com/
https://saurabhpandeyupsc.com/

HOW TO JOIN??

tion is here

SAURALH  SAURAIH
PANDEY UPSC (el PANDEY UPEC

covins i

A Coumiplate Coarsa For ariod Complete A
J cemarenensive Course CBAT 2024 (BASICS To..
& Two Tears Cuerent

Optheral For LAS/IFaS |

.

Comprehensive course on two Years o ourse on
Current affairs for prelims 2024 Current Affairs

???

How to join

FOR ANY QUERY : BOGT0 21649

To attend clotses - Bownload saurabh pandey c1e app of m
elick on

For any query msg- 9057921649
mail-
saurabhpandey456321@gmail.com



