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Topic-Article 371 A

.Article 371A of the Constitution of
India has been the major hurdle in the
Nagaland government’s efforts to
regulate small-scale illegal coal
mining activities in the State. Speci�c
to Nagaland, Article 371A has special
provisions guaranteeing the
protection of land and its resources
apart from the Naga customary law
and procedure.
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Jacaranda mimosifolia is a sub-
tropical tree native to south-
central South America that has
been widely planted elsewhere
because of its attractive and long-
lasting violet-colored flowers. 
It is also known as the jacaranda,
blue jacaranda, black poui, Nupur
or fern tree

Jacaranda and
climate change

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violet_(color)
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Local scientists have begun
investigating how widespread
the early-bloom phenomenon
is, but they point to climate
change as the first culprit. 
“They are starting to flower in
January, February, which is
winter, when it is not yet their
time.



The cannabis plant (Cannabis
sativa) has long been of
interest to psychiatrists for its
perceived effects on mood and
cognition. 
There is currently significant
research interest in using
cannabis-based compounds to
manage and/or treat
schizophrenia and cannabis-
use and heroin-use disorders. 
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Medicinal properties
of canabis
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The major psychotomimetic agent
in C. sativa is a compound called
delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC). 
There is growing interest in
another cannabinoid, cannabidiol
(CBD), which may have
antipsychotic, anti-inflammatory,
and neuroprotective properties. 
The plant’s �flowering parts are
more potent than its leaves.
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The cannabinoid system 
The human cannabinoid system has two
cannabinoid receptors, called CB1 and
CB2. 
The naturally occurring substrate of the
CB1 receptor is anandamide, a
compound whose name comes from the
Sanskrit word ‘ananda’, meaning bliss.
CB2 is found in the spleen and testes
and to a lesser extent in the central
nervous system (CNS). 
CB1 is found di�usely throughout the
CNS. 
The CNS is involved in the release of
various neurotransmitters, including
dopamine, noradrenaline, and
serotonin. CB1 is like a tra�c cop: it
controls the level 
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The endocannabinoid system
(ECS) comprises a dense
network of chemical signals and
cellular receptors. 
The cannabis plant works its
effect by hijacking this
machinery. 
The cannabinoid system
modulates a host of bodily
functions, including pain,
memory, psychomotor control,
sleep, and appetite
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According to the World Health
Organization, rare diseases
afflict 1 or less per 1,000
population.
 Barely 5% of the over 7,000
known diseases worldwide are
treatable.
India accounts for one-third of
the global rare disease
incidence, with over 450
identified diseases.

Rare diseases
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Rare diseases are broadly
defined as diseases that
infrequently occur in a
population, and three markers
are used — the total number of
people with the disease, its
prevalence, and the
availability/non-availability of
treatment options. 
WHO defines rare disease as
having a frequency of less than
6.5-10 per 10,000 people.
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According to the Organization for
Rare Diseases India, these include
inherited cancers, autoimmune
disorders, congenital
malformations, Hirschsprung’s
disease, Gaucher disease, cystic
fibrosis, muscular dystrophies and
Lysosomal Storage Disorders
(LSDs)



Editorial special
Rare diseases
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There are fundamental challenges
in the research and development
for the majority of rare diseases as
relatively little is known about the
pathophysiology or the natural
history of these diseases
particularly in the Indian context. 
Rare diseases are also difficult to
research upon as the patients pool
is very small and it often results in
inadequate clinical experience. 
Availability and accessibility to
medicines are also important to
reduce morbidity and mortality
associated with rare disease.
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The net divisible pool, or net
proceeds, is that part of the gross tax
revenue from which a share would
have to be vertically devolved by the
Union to all States. 
Such shares are assigned by each FC
for a �five-year period. 
Earlier, all corporation taxes and
customs duties were fully absorbed
by the Union, and only income taxes
and excise duties were shared with
the States.

 . 

vertical devolutionand fiscal
fedralism
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However, with changes over the
years, culminating in a
constitutional amendment in
2000, all taxes of the Union were
added to the net proceeds. 
But there was a catch — cesses
and surcharges under Article 270
and Article 271 were kept out of
the net proceeds.
 In the past, such exclusion of
cesses and surcharges were based
on specific FC recommendations
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But the amendment in 2000 provided a
constitutional basis for it. Presently, the
net proceeds consists of the gross tax
revenue after the deduction of cesses,
surcharges and the cost of collection of
taxes. 
Over the past decade or more, several
cesses and surcharges were introduced by
the Union government. 
When the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
was initiated in 2017, the expectation was
that many cesses and surcharges would be
discarded and subsumed into the GST
system. 
On the contrary, new cesses and
surcharges continued to be introduced,
and many old cesses and surcharges
remained outside the GST system.
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Q  ‘’Without transparent vertical
devolution , fiscal fedralism cannot be

established’’examine
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