MARATHA MILITARY
LANDSCAPES

NEWS:

India has nominated the
‘Maratha Military Landscapes of
India ¢ for the UNESCO World
Heritage List in 2024-25

HIGHLIGHTS:

* The sites showcase the strategic military capabilities of the Maratha
Empire between the 17th and 19th centuries.

e They were developed under Maratha ruler Shivaji Maharaj ruler
Shivaji Maharaj from 1670 CE,continuing through subsequent rulers
until 1818.

e Eight of these 12 forts -including major ones like
Shivneri,raigad,Panhala, and maintained by the Archaeological
Survey of India.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF BUDGET
2024-

Finance Minister ,Nirmala Sitharaman Presented the budget
for FY24-25

e Theinvestment of Capital Expenditure was taken to a Historical
high of Rs 11,11,111 crores.
e A fund of Rs1Lakh crore has been announced for Research and
Innovation.
. The gross borrow for FY 25 is expected to be at Rs 14.13
trillion,achieving a reduction from that of Financial year of 2024.
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The inaugural edition of India Saudi - Arabia joint military
exercise ‘Sada Tanseeq’ commenced at Mahajan firing range in
Bikaner District held from January 29 to February 10.

YRA-THG1-3RT HYwh QT 1WA "I a9 IR’ T IgTed
HEhUT 29 STa<l T 10 Hheas! deh depr=k Siet <k Agre=
IR ISTH YT g3

AlIM: Ie294:

The exercise is aimed at training the troops for joint operations in
semi-desert terrain and enable both the sides to share their best
practises in the techniques and conducting operations in sub
conventional domains.
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NITROGEN
HYPOXIA

The US state of Albama executed a convicted murderer
with nitrogen gas method called nitrogen hypoxia.

ABOUT HYPOXIA

° Hypoxia is a medical term for a state of insufficient oxygen in the
body.

e Nitrogen hypoxia is a process where pure nitrogen gas, or nitrogen gas

at concentrations high enough to be lethal, is inhaled to the point of
causing asphyxiation.
. In this method of execution, a respirator mask is placed over the
inmate's face, pure nitrogen is pumped into the person's lungs

instead of oxygen.
. It leads to unconsciousness and then death from lack of oxygen.
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Nari Shakti: 911 2rf<h:

e Female enrollment in higher education up by 28% in 10 years in stem

courses.
e Free healthcare under Ayushman Bharat to be extended to Asha
Workers ,Anganwadi workers.
e Target for Lakhpati didi scheme enhanced from 2 crore to 3 crore.
o I AT A WH urSTRAL | 10 aui | Afger ATHIRT | 28% <h! i g3
el
o I MRA oh dgd U TR JdT hl SHTRAT hdchd 31, STTHATS!
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Tourism : gde:

e projects for enhanced tourism revenues ,especially

for islands including Lakshadweep.
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irports: ¥Td/gars 31g:

e Three major economic railway corridors

announced,including an energy mineral and cement

corridor ,port connectivity corridor and high traffic
density corridor.

e 40,000 rail bogies to be converted to Vande Bharat
Standards.

o i1 v anffes Yo1d el Y wiwon Y 7, o= v
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e 40,000 I At it d¢ WR AT-hI b SIFY T&AT ST

Sustainability and free electricity
fR=zar ok gu farsrett

e Rooftop solarisation scheme to help one cro

houses ,free electricity ,selling of surplus energ
First 300 units for solar homes.
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Real Estate: Ra«1 gxde:

e Close to achieving 3,00,00,000 houses target under PM

Awas Yojana Grameen.Aiming additional two crore houses in

five years.
o ey Smay AlsT urHior & dgda 3,00,00,000 ©RT &kl 189 g e
e <h heid | Ui gl § 3ifafR<h &t ehls =i a1 d8g|

Education: farair:

e The skill India Mission trained 1.4 crore yout
;established 3000 new IITs ,16 IlITs,7l1IM’s ,15 AIIMS, anc

390 Universities have been set up.

o ThiATA VRA A 7 1.4 &ts garstt &t ufAfdre frar, 3000 g
SATEIMTESY, 16 ATSIMSITESY, 7 SEATETH, 15 Ty Y RUTYAT hHi
31k 390 fayfaenrera wrfaq fore 7o &

Tax Regime: ch3 HqAT:

 No relief for tax payers ,some tax slabs to continue.
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JUCN STATUS: B 8 cuin,
ENDANGERED W

Observed in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,

and Gujarat, and at a few locations in the Melghat Tiger Reserve in

Maharashtra

o Itis small and stocky. It measures 20 to 25 cm in length and weighing
240 gram.

« presence of full throat collar, thickly feathered legs, heavily banded

wings, and a tail.

The upperparts are dark grayish brown.

The underparts are whitish with dark barring.

The bill of the owlet is short and pale yellow in color.

They eat rodents, reptiles such as lizards and skinks, and insects
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GRAPES-3 EXPERIMENT

Gamma Ray Astronomy PeV EnergieS phase-3
(GRAPES-3) is designhed to studycosmic rays with an

array of air shower detectors and a large area muon

detector.
o Location: It is located in Ooty, India.
o It is operated by the Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research.

e |taimsto probe acceleration of cosmic rays in different
astrophysical settings.
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OBJECTIVES:

The origin, acceleration and propagation of >1014 eV cosmic rays in
the galaxy and beyond.
Existence of “Knee” in the energy spectrum of cosmic rays.
Production and/or acceleration of highest energy (~1020 eV) cosmic
rays in the universe.
Astronomy of multi-TeV y-rays from neutron stars and other compact
object.
Sun the closest astrophysical object, accelerator of energetic
particles and its effects on the Earth
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ALDABRA GIANT
TORTOISE

JUCN: Vulnerable
CITES: Appendix i

Second Largest species of

land tortoise in the world

after the Galapagos giant
tortoise.

Atoll

These are terrestrial and occurin a
wide variety of habitats, including
scrub forests, mangrove swamps, and
coastal dunes and beaches, each with
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Second Largest species of

land tortoise in the world

after the Galapagos giant
tortoise.
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DOGRI FOLK DANCE
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DOGRI FOLK DANCE

It Is generally performed by a group of artists whose main leader
sings the song as well as dances while others are in the second
position providing beats of drums and chimta.
It is performed in functions and social gatherings .
e There are other varieties of this dance with the men and women or
only women performing dance in groups to the music of some

famous folk song in colourful traditional dresses

Dheku
Phummani
jagarana

o ckauki

e kuddha

e Hirana

e Bhagtan,raas etc
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~ Build-operate-transfer (BOT)
Model
fdes-3TuRe-ci g (sharidl) Ats«

E
T

Transfer

K, 5

Operate

BOT projects involve collaboration between the public
sector (government or public authority) and the private
sector (concessionaire or developer).

et ulRatsrre # grdsiAe &5 (TR a1 ardsiiAe urfdenzor)
3= fAsh & (Rarada urcderdf a1 2auR) o <= g9gahT anfa« g1
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Project Lifecycle:

e Build: Private entity finances, designs, and constructs
the project.

e Operate: Private entity operates and maintains the
facility.

e Transfer: Ownership reverts to the public sector after
the contract period.

Risk Allocation:

e Private entity bears financial and operational risks

during the concession period.
Revenue Generation:

e Comes from user fees, tolls, leasing arrangements,

etc., during the concession period.
Benefits for Stakeholders:

e Private Sector: Revenue and profit opportunities.

e Public Sector: Infrastructure development without
significant upfront investment.
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The Ministry of Tourism recently included the
UNESCO World Heritage sites of Ajanta and Ellora
caves in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar in its
Swadesh Darshan Scheme Il.
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AJANTA CAVES:

 Located near Aurangabad, Maharashtra.

« 29 caves built between 2nd century BC and 6th century AD.

 Primarily Buddhist sites.
» Used by Buddhist monks as retreats.
 Features cells for meditation, assembly halls, and stupas.
« Adorned with sculptures, paintings, and frescoes depicting Buddhist
themes.
ELLORA CAVES:
o Also near Aurangabad, Maharashtra.
» 34 caves built between 6th and 11th centuries AD.

« Mix of Hindu, Jain, and Buddhist structures.

 Reflects diverse religious influences.

 Sculptures depict deities, mythological scenes, and everyday life.

o Includes the Kailash Temple, an architectural marvel. e

» Carved vertically from a single rock.

LN
N

» One of the largest monolithic structures globally. -\

 Carving took 18 years.
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Decoding White Paper
A g ohl fShls h3AT

The Union Finance Minister

presented a “White Paper” on

the Indian economy (prepared 2
-

by the Ministry of Finance) in
the Lok Sabha.
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WHAT IS A WHITE PAPER?

A "White Paper" is a detailed document that informs about a specific
issue, often used by governments, businesses, and agencies to present
policies, products, or address important topics.

OBJECTIVES:

e Informing the public about the economic and fiscal crises faced by
the NDA government in 2014 and the subsequent measures taken
to address them.

e Providing insights into the policies and actions implemented by
the NDA government to revive the economy.

e |nitiating a broader and more informed debate on the importance

of national interest and fiscal responsibility in governance.
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Adverse possession allows a person to claim legal ownership
of land they've unlawfully occupied for a certain period.
Also known as squatter's rights

Ufdchet cheotl fohdl aaf<h vt 39 YA & I WA b1 STaT A bl srgAfa
ad1 ¢ 99 w1 I8 uah AfYa erafd & AT iy &u & e forar &1
24 SMfAshHUTRIRYT o MfARR & a4 7 H ST ST 8


https://www.drishtiias.com/hindi/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/adverse-possession

In India, governed by the Limitation Act of 1963.
Requires continuous possession for over 12 years (private land) or 30 years
(government land).

Conditions for claim:

o Continuous, uninterrupted possession.

o Open, notorious, and hostile to the true owner.

o Burden of proof rests on the claimant.

o True owner's negligence can lead to loss of ownership rights.
o Transfer of ownership occurs if conditions are met.
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It is the process of producing syngas, a mixture consisting
primarily of carbon monoxide (CO), hydrogen (H2), carbon
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), and water vapour (H20) - from
coal and water, air and/or oxygen.
e

This high temperature/pressure vessel facilitates
chemical reactions between oxygen and steam and
the coal or feed material, resulting in the production
of syngas along with ash or slag residues.

e Coal gasification can help address local pollution
problems.
e |tisconsidered acleaner option compared to the

burning of coal.
e It will help in reducing reliance on imports of natural
gas, methanol, ammonia and other essential
product.
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In a remarkable display of citizen science and enthusiasm for
birdwatching, India emerged as a key participant in the annual
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC).

"

Significance of Data: e Launched in 1998 by Cornell Lab
of Ornithology and National
Audubon Society.
Aims to provide real-time data

e Helps researchers track
bird distribution and
behavior.
o Contributes to
understanding habitat

on bird populations.
Occurs over four days.

Engages bird enthusiasts
and weather impacts. globally.
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WORLD GOVERNMENT

SUMMIT
fae SR fAER aEH

Recently the Prime Minister of India participated in the
World Governments Summit in Dubai as Guest of Honour.
8T ol § WRd oh UY #H3ll 7 g8 H Ay TR AR a1 |
T Stfafd & =g & vt fea




Theme of the Summit:
Shaping the Future
Governments

Bridge digital divide for inclusive growth.
Ensure equitable benefits of technological change.
Artificial Intelligence and The Next Frontiers:

Regulate Al for ethical use.

Innovate business models for prosperity.
Transform education with technology.
Adopt sustainable practices for resource access.

Innovate cities for growth.

Address global health issues
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Enhanced Security Cooperation: TH&™

Weimar Triangle Initiative"

"The governments of
Poland, France, and
Germany have pledged to
reinvigorate the Weimar
Triangle."

g . - Warsam »
GERMANY POLAND

The Weimar Triangle

It is a regional alliance/grouping formed by France, Germany,

and Poland in 1991 in the German city of Weimar to promote

cooperation between them.
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Enhanced Security Cooperation: THE™
Weimar Triangle Initiative"

Establishment:
o Founded in 1991 in Weimar, Germany, by the foreign
ministers of France, Germany, and Poland.
Initial Goals:
o Support Poland's transition from communism to
democracy and market economy.
e F[acilitate Poland's integration into the European Union
and NATO.
Broader Cooperation:
o Focus on cross-border and European issues such as
security, energy, climate, migration, and human rights.
Mechanisms:
e Regular summit meetings, inter-parliamentary contacts,
and cooperation in military, scientific, and cultural
domains
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Farmers from Punjab,Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana with over
200 unions,organised a march -

Delhi chalo,to voice their
demands.

Demands-

Farm loan waivers
Implementation of the Swaminathan

Commision Recommendations.
legal guarantee for MSP for all crops.

Minimum Support Price (MSP) is the minimum price set by the
government for certain agricultural products, at which the products
would directly be bought from the farmers if the open market prices are

less than the cost incurred.
DOWNLOAD SAURABH

PANDEY CSE APP



USTTd, 3<% ULl 3R giRamum <
foham=t = 200 @ sifdes gfAgi &
T 3191 AT ol AR Reeht Tt

ATl kT TSI fhaT

W 0T AT
WHATY IR <hY RAwIRRN 1 shraf<a|

9t rEl & fog gagadY Y Rt TRE

FAqH 99T I (THUEW) s it IArg & e SRR g
fRrufRe g7aw 9= 8, o o= Same Hid et @ @€ st afe
DOWNLOAD SAURABH qﬁ.wzﬁ.zﬁﬁmﬂmal

PANDEY CSE APP



SWAMINATHAN COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATIONS
o Increasing the MSP for crops by at least 50% more than the cost of
production.
° setting up a mechanism to regulate the sale of agricultural land.

e Reduction in the crop loan rate to 4% with govt.support to improve farmer’s
credit availability.
o Increasing investment in agriculture-related infrastructure to enhance
productivity.
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IOTA, or Islands On The Air, is a pioneering programme that
connects radio amateurs worldwide with stations on islands

. It was established in 1964.
. It is administered by Islands On The Air (IOTA) Ltd (IOTA
Management) in partnership with the Radio Society of Great
Britain (RSGB).
« Objective: To activate and communicate from rare and remote
islands around the world.

' A It is a two-way radio
communication service that uses
radio frequency spectrum for
purposes of non-commercial
exchange of messages, wireless
experimentation, self-training,
private recreation, radiosport, etc.




IOTA, IT 3MFAZH T & TIUR, Yeh Uit hrdehd g STt gfar Wk &6
Meat MRt ol Fraf & L=t I siear g

. FHh] RATIET 1964 H g3 .
o 39 3Tl TiaTEdl otk de fae (smRuTsit) & a1y arsie™ & sngdsy
AT g TR (Smandiv) fafdes (sndeidlv udu=) ZrRT uanfaa favar sirar
el
e I5W: AT MR oh Y IR TR & gl | Afehd 3R H=R w31

g Tch &l-awhl 2t d=R dar g sit
He2ul & R-AaaTR—AR AEH-USH,
IR ya T, T-ufAeror, s a9,
Jeataaé enfe It o farw 2l
thiaddt TWaeH o1 IUART &l gl




AAAAAAAAAAAAA

Bordering Countries:

Northeast: Kosovo
Northwest: Montenegro
East: North Macedonia
South and Southeast:
Greece

e Capital: Tirana
e Highest Point: Mount Korab
e Major Rivers: Drin and Vlore

e Major Lakes: Shkodra, Ohrid
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UNESCAP

L United Nations Economic and
w0 =v - Social Commission for Asia
i 1e Pacific (UNESCAP)

l report titled ‘Asia
e Pacific SDG P rogress
Report 2024’

 qfva iR waria & forg Ty
(ggsgadiedt) = gfar sik
uLrid Tasteil bt J0g Rulé

2024' 2fider & Ruid =Y i

L9

DOWNLOAD SAURABH
PANDEY CSE APP



e el e — T A ——— N T Rt A

DOWNLOAD SAURABH
PANDEY CSE APP



SAURABH PANDEY

CCIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION)
FROM BASICS TO UPSC BRILLIANCE

UNESCAP & aR & "o, o -

DOWNLOAD SAURABH
PANDEY CSE APP



AAAAAAAAAAAAA

GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY
FRAMEWORK FUND

At Washington DC,USA

Recently, the first council meeting
of the Global Biodiversity
Framework Fund (GBFF) took place
\ in Washington DC, United States.

Focus Areas:

Biodiversity, Climate change, Food
systems, Forest management,
Land degradation, river and ocean health,

chemicals and waste and wildlife.
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bal Biodiversity Fra
Fund (GBFF)

e Launched: Itis created for implementation of Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) at the
7th Assembly of the Global Environmental Facility (GEF)
in Vancouver, Canada in 2022.
° Objectives: To support the conservation and
sustainability of wild species and ecosystems, whose
health is under threat from wildfires, flooding, extreme
weather, and human activity including urban sprawl.
e Contributors: Global Biodiversity Framework Fund will
mobilize and accelerate investment from governments,

philanthropy, and the private sector.
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DIALOGUE 2024

o
» Recently, the 9th Edition of Raisina Dialogue 2024
' began in New Delhi.

' ABOUT RAISINA DIALOGUE-

" Raisina Dialogue” is derived from Raisina Hill, a New Delhi seat of
>
@ the Government of India & the Presidential Palace, Rashtrapati

- Bhavan.
B ° It is India’s flagship conference on Geopolitics and
. . Geoeconomics.

@ Hosted by: the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) and the

2 . :
U s Ministry of External Affairs, Gol.
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OBJECTIVE-

To share unique perspectives, concerns, and experiences that
are essential for charting important pathways, building
consensus, and strengthening communities for our common
future.

THEME-

Chaturanga:
‘Conflict,Contest,Cooperate,Create’

DOWNLOAD SAURABH
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Developed by the International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

© It is also called as arhar and tur in India.
e |tisanimportant legume crop and protein-rich food which is
primarily consumed as dal in India.
e |tcan be grown on all types of soil, however, sandy loam or loam
soil is most suitable for its cultivation.
g It is rich in thiamine, riboflavin, niacin, vitamin B-6, folate,
vitamin A, calcium, zinc, iron, magnesium and phosphorus
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Developed by the International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

o It is also called as arhar and tur in India.
e |tisanimportant legume crop and protein-rich food which is
primarily consumed as dal in India.
e |tcanbe grown on all types of soil, however, sandy loam or loam
soil is most suitable for its cultivation.
. It is rich in thiamine, riboflavin, niacin, vitamin B-6, folate,
vitamin A, calcium, zinc, iron, magnesium and phosphorus
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CMS COP 14

Recently ,the 14th conference of the Parties to the convention on
the conservation of Migratory species of Wild Animals (CMS COP14
) adopted the single species Action Plan for conservation of the
Hawksbill Turtle.

a1 &l ’, SITTell STTeRt <hl uardt Ustifaat < S3efor iR
gieq (Fieaug COP14) & &t & 14d e A gladfae
hQ <h TIETUT & ¥ Qehet USTTA SR TISTAT ahl STUTAT




CMS COP14-
Samarkand,Uzbekistan

Slogan- ‘Nature knows no borders’
Logo- features a winged snow leopard
adorned with the famous lapis lazuli tile
decoration.

Convention On Migratory Species (CMS) has two appendices to
list migratory species.

Appendix 1: Migratory species assessed as being in danger of
extinction throughout or a significant portion of their range.

Appendix 2: Migratory species that have an unfavourable

conservation status and require international conservation and

management agreements.



fiuaeg COP14-

AU ATl T3 FSirae 9 TSI g3l Yk U
areT fga dgetm |

varefl genfaal iR a2 (Heaed) | yaret genfaal &t Gfiasg &= &
fae 2t affe

gffre 1: varht getifaat o geaia 39eht dqvuf HET a1 39 T Agaqguf

RRARqueR F @R 2
uRfAe 2: yard uenfaatl S deror A ufdga @ o 32 sidzftha
TRETUT 3R U< JHST! <hl 3TaYehdr g




=
s

\é, s
g,

¥
5]
SAU

RABH PANDEY
! M H-\I('H T LI'ﬁR'IiHI'II NCE

Damselfly at
the Ponmudi

hills

e |tis named Cliffside Bambootail (Phylloneura rupestris).
o It belongs to a group called bambootails, so named
because of their long abdomen that resembles bamboo
stalks.
e |tlays eggsin the moss beds in seasonal rills that flow
over rock cliffs.

Ponmudi translates to ‘Golden Hill’ or
‘Golden Peak’ is located in the state of

Kerala.
e |tis part of the Western Ghats mountain

range that runs parallel to the Arabian Sea
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J%a_ ISRO to launch INSAT-3DS on Feb 17 to improve
forecasts.

gaiHl # YR o fA1g 391 17 wast st INSAT-3DS
SAl=d hM|

INSAT or the Indian National Satellite
System is a series of multipurpose
Geo-stationary satellites.

¢ T MR AT IUUE 0T
dgsesld Y- R Iuugl & g @ 8|

They are launched by ISRO to satisfy the
telecommunications, broadcasting,
meteorology, and search and rescue needs
of India.
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~“~ ISRO to launch INSAT-3DS on Feb 17 to
iImprove forecasts.

About INSAT-3DS:

o It is designed for enhanced

meteorological observations and
monitoring of land and ocean surfaces for
weather forecasting and disaster warning.
e Launch Details: INSAT-3DS mission is to
be launched from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh.

AlM

To monitor Earth’s surface, carry out
Oceanic observations and its
environment in various spectral channels
of meteorological importance.
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MEENAKSHI
AMMAN TEMPLE OF
MADURAI

Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar
Temple is a historic Hindu temple

located on the southern bank of the

Vaigai River, Madurai in Tamil Nadu

-~ SCULPTED PILLARED DRAVIDA STYLE OF
| HALLS: ARCHITECTURE:

Each pillar is sculpted with

The temple complex has 14 gopurams
in total with 4 nine-storey gopurams
(outer),1 seven-storey gopuram

the pictures of gods ,demons,
animals etc.
The outermost corridor

(Chittirai), 5 five-storey gopurams, 2
three-storey, and 2 one-storey gold-
gilded sanctum towers

situates the musical pillar

carved out of stones.
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VINAYAK DAMODAR
SAVARKAR

Born : on May 28, 1883, in Bhagur Village, Nashik,
Maharashtra.

« He coined the Hindu nationalist ideology of

CONTRIBUTION IN
INDIA’S FREEDOM
OF STRUGGLE

‘Hindutva’. and
. He was a pivotal leader in the ‘Hindu

Mahasabha’' in 1907 .
e Due to his association with the India House,

He was arrested in 1910 and was deported

A freedom fighter,

politician, lawyer
and a writer. ORGANISATION ASSOCIATED TO

to India.

HIM
. Mitra Mela
. Abhinav Bharat Society
. India House
. Free india Society

. Hindu Mahasabha
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